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MISSION STATEMENT 
  
 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  
seeks to connect and  

nurture women through  
Christian spiritual formation,  

leadership development,  
creative fellowship,  

and education  
so that they can inspire,  

influence and impact  
local and global communities. 

This Is a Day of New Beginnings 
 

Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can 
do. This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.  

UMH 383, vs 4 

Yes, he is. New is all around us. Spring brings forth new life with 
fresh rain and more warmth, and we are grateful. United Women in 
Faith is our new name, nurturing our current members as the #1 
goal. Opening our hearts to all women, United Methodist and non-
United Methodist, so that together we can continue to serve 
women, children, and youth, and we are grateful. Like other United 
Methodist Conferences, the Virginia Conference is creating and 
developing new districts to serve our membership, and because we 
are connectional, United Women in Faith will do the same, and we 
will be grateful.  

The opportunity to see our world in a new light is God given, and it is 
a reminder that we are not in charge. God is in charge. God creates; 
we appreciate. God loves us; we love God, and we love others too. 

I like new things because they are exciting, because they are fresh, 
and because they open my eyes to more possibilities. My wish for 
you is that you allow yourself the grace you need to live, to see, to 
experience, and to be inspired by all things new. To whom much is 
given, much is expected. 

May God bless you and the work you do for United Women in Faith. 

Nancy Walsh 

President  
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I imagine that, like me, many of you may still have to pause a second before identifying yourself as a 

member of United Women in Faith.  We are all getting used to a new name, while knowing that our 

Purpose is the same and we are still very much connected to the United Methodist Church as its official 

women’s organization!  I hope everyone has had access to the march/April 2022 response issue (pp 33 – 

35) – if you haven’t, go to www.uwFaith.org , click on DOWNLOADS AND RESOURCES where you can click 

to download the whole issue, or “jump” directly to the article and FAQs on pp 33-35).  Our “new mission 

statement’ for our organization is both inspirational and aspirational…and very familiar: 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women  

through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education  

so that they can inspire, influence and impact  

local and global communities.   

It will be exciting to meet and greet each other in person as church-involved United Women in Faith who 

attend as members and participants in our Annual Conference this year in Hampton!   Please be sure to 

attend virtually on June 11, 2022 our Pre-Annual Conference BYOB (Bring Your Own Brunch) as we learn 

and explore a NEW BRAND with NEW POSSIBILITIES in WIDER LANDSCAPES!   In making plans for this 

time together, I am considering these Big Questions, using parts of an informational PowerPoint, breakout 

groups, and sharing from some of Our Own! 

Why were these changes made at this time?   How may a new name and new ways to connect refresh our 

organization?  What are the possibilities? 

What were the “take-aways” people who attended ASSEMBLY in-person or virtually discovered and 

experienced that will inspire us all? 

If/when our district geographies change, how will our district organizations change?   What are some tips 

from your experiences? 

Be watching to receive a Registration for this upcoming event from our Zoom Guru Frances Ellis by the 

end of April/first of May!    

Enjoy these early days of Spring, the JOY and HOPE that Easter brings! 

Blessings and Peace, Melissa 

Melissa White 

Vice President 

http://www.uwFaith.org
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Treasurer 

Christy Blagg 

Hello Partners in Giving! 
It seems like spring is finally here and we can 
enjoy some warm sunshine. Well done in sending 
in your first quarter remittances!  We have a total 
of $82863.61 submitted towards our pledge of 
$375,000.  Plus we have been faithful in 
supporting the Call to Prayer offering with 
$7285.75 submitted. You also sent in a total of 
$4896.49 for our Virginia projects and $4185.45 
for supplemental, national and UMCOR 
projects.  In addition, I received $6423.99 for the 
Legacy Fund which will be added to any donations 
you all submitted directly to the National Office. 
Keep up the great work in supporting women, 
children and youth! Remember that remittances 
are due on the 20th of June, September and 
December so that I will have time to process and 
submit them before the end of the quarters. 
 

Have you ever wished you could donate to our 
Conference UWF online?  You now have that 
option.  Take a peek at our website (https://
www.vaumw.com/) and look for the donate 
button!  With Assembly coming up, now is a great 
time to test that button out, or please send any 
checks designated for Assembly to me ASAP (NO 
LATER THAN MAY 10th) so I can have a check 
ready for our Virginia delegation to take with 
them. 
 

As always, please contact me with any questions 
you may have! 
 
Christy Blagg, Treasurer 
United Women in Faith of the Virginia Annual 
Conference 
2160 Ramblewood Rd 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(540)294-4245  

 Greetings 
I know this is a busy time of year, but really, when 
is it not? Hopefully we have come through a 
challenging winter and spring is upon us. 
We should have a presence at Annual Conference 
in June.  Stop by the table and see us. 
Because Mission Encounter is virtual again this 
year, I will not be ordering study books.  You will 
need to obtain your own on the United Women in 
Faith website: uwfaith.org The study book is "Who 
Can We Be Together".  Cost is $10 + shipping 
 
 

United Women in Faith have added some new 
books to the Reading Program.  Use your copies of 
Response to get the latest titles. They have not 
been added to the catalogue, but they are there.   
Enjoy! 
 

Marilyn Blagg, Secretary, Program Resources  
Marilynblagg@hotmail.com  
(540) 396-6127  
780 Little Mountain Trail  
Doe Hill, VA 24433  

 

Give to the Legacy Fund 
Imagine what is achievable, what is possible, if 
United Women in Faith had the resources to 
deepen and expand its mission to transform lives 
and ignite change. Help us continue to build upon 
the foundation set forth by our founders over 150 
years ago. 
  

You can help sustain the work of partnering with 
women, children and youth around the world 
through your giving of just $18.69 a month, or 
through a planned bequest.  Please visit https://
uwfaith.org/give/ for more information.   
Donations to the Legacy Fund may be sent directly 
to the National Office or paid online! 

 

Program Resources 

Marilyn Blagg 

https://www.vaumw.com/
https://www.vaumw.com/
http://uwfaith.org/
mailto:Marilynblagg@hotmail.com
https://uwfaith.org/give/
https://uwfaith.org/give/
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March 29th, 2022 I was given the opportunity to travel to Bristol, VA with the Virginia Interfaith Power and 
Light organization to hear and take a tour of the landfill that serves the surrounding area.  It was a 6 hour car 
ride and one long day for immersion in what I would call an “eye opener”.  The Landfill was opened in 1996 
and is nicknamed “The Beast” and has long had a unfavorable identity with local residents due to the smell 
the landfill emits often after a rainfall.  That morning the sky was clear with some overcast.  We spent the 
morning hearing from Delegates that represent the area, EPA, Sierra Club and residents that live in close 
proximity to the landfill.  The main concern was “the smell” which have left residents with unexplained 
illnesses.  The EPA has visited the landfill and had determined that the levels of emission from the landfill 
were not dangerous to human life.   EPA and the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality conducted 
monitoring in summer 2021, and an initial review concluded that air quality in the city posed no immediate 
risk to human health. However another organization “HOPE for Bristol” did a study of 252 households; a 
total of 653 individuals to gather a summary of symptoms that residents were suffering.  That included 
irritation to nose (79%), migraine headaches (63%), fatigue (70%), respiratory issues (47%), brain fog (45%), 
dizziness, rapid heartbeat, nosebleeds, tremors/shaking and depression.  Everyone seemed to agree the 
problem is not going away but budgeting money is another issue.   Some residents have air purifiers in their 
home and are held hostage to that one room in their house and go out only when necessary; others are on 
track to be issued air purifiers.   

The bottom line seemed to be that the landfill was built in an old quarry which provides its own unique 
problems with gas emission.  We were then offered the opportunity to tour the landfill.   It was the ride over 
to the landfill that was an eyeopener.  Obviously a low income area,  small houses with many needing repairs 
but what was the “eyeopener” were how windows were covered with plastic (some reinforced with duct 
tape), one house had their dog house covered in plastic.  I was told this was in an effort to keep out the smell 
and to limit exposure and health problems.  Once we arrived at “The Beast”  transportation was provided by 
landfill management.  I would like to add that the landfill management personnel were very polite and 
answered all of our questions without hesitation.  I was told the smell was at a minimum but enough that I 
noticed it as soon as I took my seat in the truck.  To me it was a dump much like you see in Newport News 
(minus the smell).  We arrived back at our meeting place, had a closing worship service and were asked for 
our thoughts.   

For me it is tragic the way people are forced to live in an area that is unhealthy.  The most vulnerable are the 
very people we are suppose to be assisting but how?  We need to keep in touch with our representatives 
and advocate for those who cannot advocate for themselves. I realize this is a very short summary on 
something that is a terrible environmental problem but I leave you with these closing thoughts.   

That evening I became ill (burning eyes, sore throat, headache, fatigue) that lasted for a few days.  
Coincidence I do not know.  What I do know is that we are called, as United Women in Faith, to make this a 
better world and I am asking you to take part in whatever way possible to help others to minimize their pain 
and suffering.   

Jeanette Yoh 

Social Actions  

https://www.bristolva.org/DocumentCenter/View/3342/07-27-21-Bristol-Air-Fact-Sheet-Update-2
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Greetings, Sisters in Christ,  

Spring always seems to bring with it changes, some expected and some quite unexpected. This spring it 
brings a rebranding for our organization, a new name and a new logo. It was an expected change, yet, as 
many new things are, a bit surprising. It is important to note that our Purpose has not changed. Our 
mission and ministry to women, children and youth has not changed. In our troubled and turbulent 
world our mission and ministry are lifesaving for many. The channels of giving are vital to this life-giving 
mission and ministry. Mission Giving is money used for any of our mission work, It is undesignated, 
unrestricted giving for the total program of United Women in Faith. The consistent and faithful giving 
ensures the continuation and health of that mission and ministry. 

The Five Channels of Mission Giving are: Pledge to Mission, Special Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission, 
Gift in Memory and World Thank Offering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Candle Burning is the sixth channel of Mission Giving in our conference. Gifts are given in memory or 
honor of a person. At the United Women in Faith annual meeting, a candle is burned for a specified 
number of hours, minutes and seconds representing the length of time the donated amount will cover 
the cost of missions. 

As we continue to support our mission with mission giving, we also look to Living Into Our Purpose form 
as a blueprint for accomplishing our goals as United Women in Faith. As we begin to meet in person 
again, please use this form as a way to track all the things you accomplish. Give yourselves credit, turn it 
up, and with grateful hearts enjoy this mission and ministry we all love. 

Many of you may be aware that United Women in Faith has a new national mission institution. It is 
National Justice For Our Neighbors. It is headquartered in Annandale and has 19 facilities around the 
country. It is a program that provides free or low cost legal services to immigrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers. They also advocate for immigrant justice and provide education to communities of faith and to 
the public.  Their website is njfon.org. There you can read their history, their relationship with UMCOR 
and some of their stories. They are committed to justice for all people with a heart for United Women in 
Faith and our mission and ministry. 

With Love and Blessings, Carolyn Woodrum, Virginia Conference United Women in Faith 

Education & Interpretation 

Carolyn Woodrum 
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Christ has risen! Christ has risen indeed!!! 
 

This is a time that we can be renewed in the Spirit. With that in mind, I invite you to attend our Spiritual 
Life Retreat. We are excited to have as our guest speaker, Rev Jesse Colwell, Author and Director of Clergy 
Excellence for the United Methodist Conference. Her Bio is below along with a flyer for the event. You 
don’t want to miss this great event that is being planned for you.  
 

Rev. Jessie Squires Colwell is an Ordained Elder in the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. She has served small, mid-sized, and large churches and currently serves as the Director of Clergy 
Excellence for the Virginia Conference UMC. She has served on local, national, and global boards for The 
United Methodist Church including the Program Advisory Group for United Methodist Women. Her first 
book: "Blessed Wrestling: Biblical Reflections Upon Discerning God's Call," was published in December of 
2021 and is helpful tool to all who are discerning next steps. It can be purchased on Amazon, Cokesbury, 
or Barnes and Noble. Pastor Jessie has been married to her husband Nelson for eight years, and Dean is 
their six-year-old.  
 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope. - Jeremiah 29:11 NRSV 
 

 
 
 

Blessings  
Mary Jeffries 
 

Correction to the original article: Registration information for the 2022 Spiritual Life Retreat is  https://us02web.zoom.us/

meeting/register/tZ0qceqhrDspGNIfOwtNTKP9WJBZ_CDrT9Qu%20  

Spiritual Growth 

Mary Jeffries 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qceqhrDspGNIfOwtNTKP9WJBZ_CDrT9Qu%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qceqhrDspGNIfOwtNTKP9WJBZ_CDrT9Qu%20
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“My UMW unit is shutting, disbanding. We don’t have enough members to continue meeting. We are not 
getting new members. No one wants to lead it. We are tired. How do we get new members and 
participation? And now with this ‘New Wineskins’ and ‘old’ members are being left behind. And we don’t 
have Internet access or computer skills to do it the new way.” 
 

First, UMW units do not disband; they become inactive or consider other ways of engaging. The Book of 
Discipline says that there shall be a unit of United Methodist Women in every church in UMC. 
 

Second, our refreshed United Methodist Women, rebranded as United Women in Faith, has launched into 
new, additional options of thinking (new wine?) and added resources (new wineskins?) to better nurture 
current members, to recruit new members and to manage our units’ finances.  All of our familiar 
structures remain intact, including the legal name of United Methodist Women, while broadening our 
reach both inside and beyond the UMC with the “doing business as” United Women in Faith. 
 

I continue to recommend to you the Nov./Dec. 2021 response article that says, “For years…having been 
asking for help in recruiting new members…” and tells some background and new initiatives to address 
that question. The FAQs at https://www.umwmissionresources.org/downloads/FAQs-on-
UnitedWomeninFaith.pdf also is very good. 
 

UNIT SURVEY (FORMERLY CENSUS)  
The 2021 Unit Survey (formerly, Census) will be on www.uwfaith.org by the end of April. The plan is for it 
to be open for six months. It will help the National office identify whether and how units and circles are 
thriving (inspiring, influencing and impacting) and will guide them in providing resources to help members 
to thrive in our Purpose (which remains unchanged), mission and vision. 
 

NEW NATIONAL ALL ACCESS MEMBERSHIP 
Join as an All Access Member where you can customize your experience and access more ways to put love 
in action at https://uwfaith.org/all-access-membership/ This replaces the My UMW online signup. Current 
members should also still sign up online at https://uwfaith.org/all-access-existing-members/  In addition, a 
Membership Portal is coming soon! With the Membership Portal you will have a username and login to 
access United Women in Faith resources. 
 

ASSEMBLY 2022 – TURN IT UP!  
The Virginia Conference has 16 in-person registrants and 43 virtual registrants for the quadrennial United 
Methodist Women’s Assembly May 20-22 in Orlando, Florida, and virtually from anywhere. I am serving as 
the Virginia Conference UMW Liaison for Assembly 2022. Please see  www.assembly2022.org or let me 
know any questions you may have. 
 
 
Marlene Dakita 
Mission Coordinator for Membership, Nurture & Outreach (MNO) 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

Marlene Dakita 

https://www.umwmissionresources.org/downloads/FAQs-on-UnitedWomeninFaith.pdf
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/downloads/FAQs-on-UnitedWomeninFaith.pdf
http://www.uwfaith.org
https://uwfaith.org/all-access-membership/
https://uwfaith.org/all-access-existing-members/
http://www.assembly2022.org
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We are United Women in Faith 

We have taken on a new name to better reflect how we answer our calling today. We commit to even 
greater inclusivity, action, and impact. We remain women of passion and power, united by God’s love in 
our mission to support women, children, and youth. 

We stand united, side by side through challenges and joys. Our strengths and steadfast Christian faith are 
needed now more than ever. Let’s stand united as, together, we continue to put love into action. 

We change the world. Join your United Methodist sisters in this essential work. Your talents, energy and 
ideas are welcome. Your efforts will make all the difference. You will find opportunities for friendship, 
personal growth, and inspiring ways to live your faith. Join us and help put love in action. 

We invite all spiritual women to join a sisterhood that’s changing the world. At United Women in Faith, 
you will find opportunities for spiritual nurturing and ways to act boldly for justice. 

We are United Women in Faith, a powerful, fearless force driven by God’s love and united in sisterhood. 
With a focus on women, children, and youth, we act for justice and transform communities. We invite you 
to join us because love in action can change the world. 

On the new website uwfaith.org you will see the words “faith,” “action” and “sisterhood.” 

Faith: at our heart and in our soul, we are a faith-driven organization. Our beliefs bring us together. And 
our spirituality pushes us to do more. Join us to boldly live your faith and connect to something bigger. 

Action: our actions have always spoken as loud as our words. Acts of love. Acts of faith. Acts of change. For 
more than 150 years, our members have been showing up and getting things done. Together, we’re 
making the world a better place; locally, globally, fearlessly. 

Sisterhood: we are a sisterhood acting in faith to tackle the hard work of the world without hesitation. 

The Purpose is not going away, but you will also see a new Mission Statement: “United Women in Faith 
seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, 
creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence and impact local and global 
communities.” 

So: 

Who we are = we are United Women in Faith. 

What we do = we connect spiritual women to act boldly for justice and transform communities. 

How we work = we work boldly and fearlessly, united in sisterhood, driven by God’s love. 

Where we focus = we support women, children, and youth. 

Our rallying cry = we believe love in action can change the world. 

United Women in Faith Program Advisory Group 
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United Women in Faith Assembly 2022 
 
Conference, district and unit leaders and members are called on to invite and encourage attendance at Assembly 
2022.  Attendance should reflect the inclusiveness of United Women in Faith: racial/ethnic diversity, persons employed 
and not employed, all ages, inside or outside the United Methodist Church, country and city dwellers, UWF members 
and prospective members.  
 
What is it? Why attend? Who will attend? 

Listen for answers in the recording of the September 8 virtual “TURN IT UP” Teatime kickoff for Assembly, which is now 

available on the Assembly website under “Promote”, as well as on United Women in Faith Facebook page.  Watch it to 

get excited about attending Assembly!  There are also a script for the teatime, flyers, inserts, PowerPoint and helps for 

promoting Assembly. And here is a starter: https://assembly2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/UMW-2022-

Promo_turn.mp4  

ASSEMBLY 2022 – TURN IT UP! 
 
United Women in Faith’s Assembly happens only once every four years.   
 
Assembly 2022 happens May 20-22, 2022, at the Orlando Convention Center in Orlando, Florida 
 
Assembly 2022 will TURN IT UP! for spiritual healing and renewal, TURN IT UP! for women leaders, TURN IT UP! for 
justice for women, children and youth. 
 
Assembly 2022 will TURN IT UP! through worship, study, leadership development, organizing for justice, and great 
fellowship as United Women in Faith and our partners come together from all over the United States and the world. 

 

ASSEMBLY 2022 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE 
 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Ubuntu Day of Service (optional pre-event; additional fee) 
 
Friday and Saturday, May 20-21, 2022 
9:00 a.m. Community Gathering;  
11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Workshops & Experience Hall;  
5:30 p.m. Legacy Banquet (Saturday, optional, additional fee);  
7:00 p.m. Community Gathering 
 
Sunday, May 22, 2022 
9:00 a.m. Community Gathering; Assembly ends at noon 
 
See more details and added speakers, sessions, etc. at https://assembly2022.org/ . 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=ewcCpm3ZCWxWEdVsBtp-GlW-ormHGBRD8mpw1vXpDO9kKXtXgf2jAQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=T3VhvIe7GIix2mh-SCIcfhegJ18wlHVsW--Hn0ZWybuzMepx_8AYQQ
https://assembly2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/UMW-2022-Promo_turn.mp4
https://assembly2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/UMW-2022-Promo_turn.mp4
https://assembly2022.org/
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WORKSHOPS 

When you register for Assembly, you may sign up for one workshop on Friday and one workshop on Saturday. The list 
of workshops will be posted on the Assembly website, under the Event Info tab—Workshops drop-down menu, so you 
may review the options prior to registering and make a list of your top choices. 

 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT DAYS AT ASSEMBLY 2022 

For the first time, United Women in Faith’s Leadership Development Days will take place at Assembly! All conference 
officers at any stage of their term are invited and encouraged to come to Assembly 2022 to take part in the leadership 
workshops developed just for you.  

 

LEGACY BANQUET 
 

Leaders, please plan to attend and invite others from your conferences to the inaugural Legacy Banquet in Orlando 
at Assembly in 2022! As a special fundraising event to celebrate and grow The Legacy Endowment Fund, the sit-down 
dinner will take place during Assembly on Saturday evening, May 21, 5-6:30 p.m. To purchase your ticket, please click 
HERE. A link to purchase a ticket will also be sent with each Assembly registration confirmation. Legacy Banquet 
tickets must be purchased separately from your Assembly registration. For questions, contact Christi Campos at 
ccampos@unitedmethodistwomen.org. 
 

REGISTRATION  

(Opened Sept. 1, 2021 and closes April 11, 2022) at www.Assembly2022.org  
 

Online (No Discount) Registration: Dec. 1, 2021 – April 11, 2022 (Midnight PST)   $365 

Paper Mail-in Form Registration (No Discount): Sept. 2, 2021 – April 11, 2022    $365 

Virtual Attendance Option Registration: Dec. 1, 2021 – April 11, 2022 (Midnight PST) $235 

Optional Ubuntu Day of Service (Open until filled to capacity):        $75 

 

Note: Proof of vaccination and/or wearing a mask may be required onsite. 

Note: You must upload a copy of your Covid-19 vaccination card to register 

Note: Be sure to register as Virginia Conference, Southeast Jurisdiction 

 

FURTHER COMMUNICATION 

Marlene Dakita 

Virginia Conference UWF Liaison for Assembly 2022 

Va. Conference UWF Mission Coordinator for Membership, Nurture & Outreach (MNO) 

703-244-4524 phone/text or mdakita@comcast.net  

http://email.eventrebels.com/ls/click?upn=LG-2BsHvhfDmar1ef-2BLwXQWGPiDzwk25tGCjfKDuVrL7uxYINyvaCnQLKvcZBF5TT-2FNpdB4H9No46a-2FvtrN-2Bs9LA-3D-3DRTqu_NQMBdW9fhgkhyh5azi5U70H-2BvXQQvS-2FB6btzPIAzOYu0jZqZak-2BSXj6pEC2bxukOnKM09nq0xL3vtYG-2BvaYvKNNPRvbCfgS0QcwneJ
mailto:ccampos@unitedmwethodistwomen.org
http://www.Assembly2022.org
mailto:mdakita@comcast.net
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Charter for Racial Justice  

Greetings from the Richmond District Social Action Co-Chairs!  On February 26th, 2022, the Richmond 
District United Women in Faith held our annual Charter for Racial Justice Event.  This year our event was 
entitled, “Mending Hearts for Racial Justice,” and we learned about and reflected on the project Mending 
Walls RVA.       

Mending Walls RVA is a unique and collaborative public art project that brings together artists from 
different cultures and backgrounds.  The artists are charged to create murals that address where we are 
now in society and how we can move forward.  Two artists are paired up to create each larger-than-life 
murals to provoke thought and conversation about social justice, particularly social justice in issues of race.  
The project allows the artists an opportunity to share their stories through art in hopes it will create 
healing among and within the artists and observers.   

We hosted the creator of the project, Hamilton Glass, who is also one of the artists of multiple murals in 
the project.  Hamilton is a former architect and now full-time artist.  During the event, he explained his 
profound connection to art, some of his past pieces, and his motivation to create Mending Walls RVA.  The 
concept came to him in 2020 during the civil unrest after George Floyd’s murder.    

After we heard from Hamilton, we broke into small groups 
to discuss five different murals from the project.  One of the 
murals discussed was “Together We Rise,” pictured here, 
painted by Noah Scalin and Alfonso Perez.  The two artists 
came together to create a mural on top of ghost 
advertisements.  The ghost advertisements are meant to be 
reminiscent of a time in Virginia when the progress of 
African-Americans was extremely unwelcome.  The finished 
piece shows two people linking arms and standing back-to-
back which highlights the fact that to make progress toward 
a better future we must put in the effort and work together.     

We hope you will find out more about this amazing project 
at the websites or QR Code below: 

1. Website- https://www.mendingwallsrva.com/ 
2. PBS Documentary- https://www.pbs.org/video/mending-
walls-the-documentary-heilrq/ 
3. Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/MendingWallsRVA 
4. Instagram- https://www.instagram.com/
mendingwallsrva/  

 

In Christ,  

Co-Chairs:  Brianna Penfold (bpenfold88@gmail.com) and Susan Johnston (ksngal@aol.com)  
 

Provided on behalf of the Charter for Racial Justice Policies Committee 

https://www.mendingwallsrva.com/
https://www.pbs.org/video/mending-walls-the-documentary-heilrq/
https://www.pbs.org/video/mending-walls-the-documentary-heilrq/
https://www.facebook.com/MendingWallsRVA
https://www.instagram.com/mendingwallsrva/
https://www.instagram.com/mendingwallsrva/
mailto:bpenfold88@gmail.com
mailto:ksngal@aol.com
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Who Can We Be Together? Building Communities of Hope and Joy 

A Biblical Exploration of Luke 13 by Candace Simpson 

One of the sessions is on the “Parable of the Fig Tree”, Luke 13: 6-9. Have you ever needed a second 
chance? Are you producing the fruit that God intends for you to produce? Have you discovered your Fruits 
of the Spirit? Have you ever felt like you were “wasting soil”? Why might the tree not be producing? What 
conditions make things grow? What makes you grow? What makes your United Women in Faith unit grow 
and produce? Who can we be together?  

Come join us for our virtual summer session of Mission Encounter, 7-9 pm June 30 for worship, every 
Thursday evening during July for classes and August 4 for our closing worship/communion. Exploring 
scripture together will enable us to be productive and build communities that offer second  chances and/or 
opportunities for growth.  

You may register through the VA Conf. website vaumc.org/me, or through information on Laity Net, Clergy 
Net or the VA Conf. United Women in Faith’s website. Please, encourage your pastor, Sunday School 
teachers and others in your church and district to attend.  

Blessings, 

Phyllis Geoghegan, Dean for 2022-2023 

 

Mission Encounter 

Phyllis Geoghegan 

 Dean 
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#BEING TOGETHER 

VAUMC 5K RUN/WALK 
 

#Being Together encourages members to be intentional in their 
well-being by attending to their spiritual, emotional, and 
physical health.  
 

The VAUMC 5K Run/Walk will be held during the Annual 
Conference of the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. It is planned as both an in-person event for participants who will be present in 
Hampton June 18th, 6:30 AM at the Hampton Convention Center, and for those not present 
in Hampton, it may be a walk/run wherever you are June 15-18. The registration fee is $30 
for in-person and $25 for non-in-person/virtual. Go to www.vaumc.org/beingtogether to 
register. Each participant will receive a t-shirt and medal.  
 

The registration fee can be donated to the Annual Conference Offering which will support 
the Wesley Theological Seminary Doctor of Ministries in Military Chaplaincy scholarship 
program and Partnerships of Hope leadership programs in Brazil, Mozambique, Cambodia, 
Native Americans, Haiti, and Vietnam. The offering goal for 2022 is $150,000. For more 
information, visit www.vaumc.org/nurturing 

http://www.vaumc.org/beingtogether
http://www.vaumc.org/nurturing
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VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
2022 Mission Team 

CONTACT INFORMATION (The list for UWF use only, not for public postings) 

Position Name Contact Information 

President Nancy Walsh 112 Country Club Circle 
Winchester, VA 22602 
540-662-5055 
Nancy.Walsh2019@outlook.com 

Vice-President Melissa White 109 Dawson Crescent 
Seaford, VA 23696 
757-898-1861 
Mel49White@yahoo.com 

Secretary Frances Ellis 2933 Fox Mill Road 
Oak Hill, VA 20171 
703-476-1127 
vaumwsecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Christy Blagg 2160 Ramblewood Road 
 Harrisonburg, VA 22801  
540-294-4245 
cwblagg@hotmail.com 

Education & Interpretation Carolyn Woodrum 1529 Meadow Branch Avenue 
Winchester, VA 22601 
540-535-0369 
Cayray36@aol.com 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Marlene Dakita 200 N. Pickett Street, #1410 
Alexandria, VA 22304 
703-244-4524 
MDakita@comcast.net 

Social Action Jeanette Yoh 961 Edgewater Drive 
Newport News, VA 23602 
757-871-1459 
Jeanette.Yoh@gmail.com 

Spiritual Growth Mary Jeffries 10839 Dyke Road 
Stanardsville, VA 22973 
434-227-0457 
MaryEJeffries@gmail.com 

Program Resources Marilyn Blagg 780 Little Mountain Trail 
Doe Hill, VA 24433 
540-396-6127 
MarilynBlagg@hotmail.com 

Communications Sarah Park 31 Riggs Road 
Fredericksburg, VA 22405 
240-328-4196 
Shinjds1004@gmail.com 

 Chair, Nominations Debbie McDaniels 511 Exeter Court 
Hampton, VA 23666 
757-826-2826 
DHMcDaniels@gmail.com 

Hispanic Language Coordinator Margie Hernandez 

 

235 Northumberland Dr,  
Stephenson, VA 22656 
703-431-7400  

hernandez429@comcast.net 

mailto:Nancy.Walsh2019@outlook.com
mailto:Mel49White@yahoo.com
mailto:MDakita@comcast.net
mailto:Jeanette.Yoh@gmail.com
mailto:MaryEJeffries@gmail.com
mailto:MarilynBlagg@hotmail.com
mailto:Shinjds1004@gmail.com
mailto:hernandez429@comcast.net
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District Name Address Phone E-mail 

Alexandria &  
Arlington 

 Beth Meserve 
 507 N. Brighton Ct. 
Sterling, VA 20164 

 703-404-0542  beth.meserve@gmail.com 

Charlottesville  Sandra Thornton 
 PO Box 219 
Louisa, VA 23093 

757-442-0847  sgb.thornton0612@gmail.com 

 Danville  Phyllis Lavinder 
 160 Hilltop Dr. 
Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

540-483-4905  virginiaheartgirl@yahoo.com 

 Eastern Shore open    

 Elizabeth River  Marta Pizzeck 
4304 Meadow Wood Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23321 

757-739-6491  erdumwpresident@gmail.com 

Farmville  Debbie Dowling 
 105 Oak Ridge Ct. 
Littleton, NC 27850 

252-586-8480  dbbdowling@gmail.com 

 Harrisonburg  Barbara Phillips 
1549 Mauzy Athone Rd. 
Broadway, VA 22815 

 540-896-7664  grammybp@gmail.com 

 James River  Candee Speirs 
 PO Box 65 
Disputanta, VA 23842 

 804-834-8905 candee.speirs@gmail.com 

 Lynchburg Kim Millner 
1064 English Tavern Rd. 
Rustburg, VA 24588 

 434-238-2399  savedbygraceofgod2@gmail.com 

 Rappahannock River Penny Kelly 
 PO Box 434 
Warsaw, VA 22582 

 660-624-0935 grvbstr@yahoo.com 

 Richmond Linda Porter 
2808 McLeod Rd. 
Richmond, VA 23224 

804-674-5220 lindiaporter1948@gmail.com 

 Roanoke Carolyn Barnes (VP) 
2020 Carolina Ave, #208 
 Roanoke, VA 24014  

540-342-6067  ebarnes428@aol.com  

Staunton Betty Brossy 
199 Brookwood Rd. 
Staunton, VA 22401 

 540-414-8518 bbrossy@verizon.net 

Winchester Mary Preston 
 48 N. Ivandale St. 
Hamilton, VA 20158 

540-338-4152 K4LJH@comcast.net 

York River Sylvia Rumsey 
23 Hankins Dr. 
Hampton, VA 23669 

757-827-8469 randsrum@aol.com 

2022 District Presidents 
CONTACT INFORMATION (The list for UWF use only, not for public postings) 

mailto:beth.meserve@gmail.com
mailto:sgb.thornton0612@gmail.com
mailto:virginiaheartgirl@yahoo.com
mailto:erdumwpresident@gmail.com
mailto:dbbdowling@gmail.com
mailto:grammybp@gmail.com
mailto:candee.speirs@gmail.com
mailto:savedbygraceofgod2@gmail.com
mailto:grvbstr@yahoo.com
mailto:lindiaporter1948@gmail.com
mailto:ebarnes428@aol.com
mailto:bbrossy@verizon.net
mailto:K4LJH@comcast.net
mailto:randsrum@aol.com
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is the quarterly newsletter published by The Virginia Conference United Women in Faith. It is the 
primary venue of communication from the Mission Team of the VA UWF to its members. 

President: Nancy Walsh 
Editor: Sarah Park, Communications Coordinator 

Announcements 
Ferrum College Board of Trustees 

The Ferrum College Board of Trustees met April 8, 2022. 

Dr. David Johns, President of Ferrum College, updated the Board on the Strategic Plan which has only one 
purpose priority: Fulfill the Promise of College. In addition to foundational courses, Ferrum programs focus 
on four areas of study: health, business, environment, and social impact/emerging market. A number of 
majors come under the four areas. 

Reports were heard from Student Affairs and Current Initiatives, Enrollment Management, Athletics, 
Business and Finance, and Institutional Advancement. 

A Resolution of Appreciation was given for the life of Mr. William Gus “Bill” Booker, Jr., a man who 
exemplified the Ferrum College motto, “Not Self But Others” during his coaching career.  

Three endowed scholarships and two endowed funds were created by resolutions. 

Additionally, the Board voted to divest itself of Russian-based assets when and if time allows to do so. 

Nancy Walsh 

Virginia Conference United Women in Faith 2022 Calendar of Events 

Jan 8, 2022 Mission Team Planning Mtg Zoom 

Jan 18-24, 2022 Day For All People Zoom 

Jan 27, 2022 UM Day at General Assembly Zoom 

Mar 25, 2022 Executive Committee Mtg Zoom 

May 14, 2022 Spiritual Life Retreat Zoom 

May 20-22, 2022 UWF Assembly Orlando or Zoom 

June 11, 2022 Pre-Annual Conference UWF “Brunch” Zoom 

June 16 – 18, 2022 Virginia Annual Conference Hampton 

July, 2022 Mission Encounter Zoom 

Sept 15 - 16, 2022 Young Women’s Retreat Zoom 

Oct 1, 2022 Budget Mtg Zoom 

Oct 21, 2022  Executive  Committee Mtg Zoom 

Oct 22, 2022 50th Annual Mtg Zoom 
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is a quarterly newsletter published by The Virginia 
Conference United Women in Faith 

President: Nancy Walsh 
Editor: Sarah Park, Communications Coordinator 
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