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Greetings, my sisters. 

United Methodist Women has taken a new operating name.  We are now United Women in Faith!  

The name change reflects how women are living and engaging their faith in today’s realities.  We 

all know how the world has changed in the 50 years since the name United Methodist Women was 

adopted in 1972.  Our new name is part of an overall move to refresh our organization that 

includes a new look, new feel and new and improved programs.  United Women in Faith will be 

able to better nurture our current members while welcoming into our sisterhood new women 

who want to put their love in action.  The new operating name is also welcoming women whose 

local churches may choose to align with another denomination or who are already members of 

other denominations.  Are we still a part of The United Methodist Church?  Yes!  We are still the 

only official women’s organization of the United Methodist Church and our corporate name will 

remain United Methodist Women.  All of our traditional structures on the conference, district and 

local levels – circles included – remain intact.  These new tools are additional options available to 

you and your unit to help nurture current members and recruit new members.  What about our 

purpose?  Our purpose does not change.  Instead of United Methodist Women we will use United 

Women in Faith.  The core of our work remains the same: changing the world through faith, hope 

and love in action.   

What can we look forward to as we embrace our new name United Women in Faith? 

First, let me say that the units will still keep their United Methodist Women bank accounts and 

treasurer’s will send their checks written out to Richmond District UMW.  Our district bank 

account will remain UMW. 

United Women in Faith is saying yes to being part of what God is doing in the 21st century by 

creating new ways for women today to gather for faith, sisterhood and action for women, children 

and youth.  We are making new wine and new wineskins to fulfill our role in God’s mission today.   

New tools, programs and exciting changes are on the horizon for our organization.  The new 

website will be easier to navigate and will have a homepage designed to piquet the interest of 

women new to our organization and start them on a journey to membership.  Members will be 

able to access resources especially designed for them.  One such resource is Soul Care retreats 

where current members can invite nonmember friends to themed retreats specially designed to 

nurture our bodies, minds and soul.  There is a new national membership option which will enable 

women to join our sisterhood via our new website. These programs are available for existing 

members as well as new members.  2022 will see new tools added to the website that will  
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enhance our experiences as we continue to be United Women in Faith dedicated to being in 

mission with women, children and youth around the world as we put our faith and love in action. 

Where can you learn more about United Women in Faith?  The March/April issue of response 

magazine has an article on United Women in Faith.  You will learn more about United Women in 

Faith through this article. There are free downloadable resources available on the e-store under 

Member Resources on the Women United in Faith.org website which give an overview of the 

changes underway. 

Let’s embrace our new name, United Women in Faith!  Let’s fill our “new wineskins” with faith, 

hope and love in action as we continue to learn, grow and spread the love of God to women, 

children and youth around the world.  Let’s be a part of the new thing that God is doing through 

United Women in Faith. 

In Christ’s love, 

Linda Porter 

 
 

 

 

As “United Methodist Women” becomes “United Women in Faith”, we remember that as our 

name has changed multiple times over the past 150+ years, our mission has remained the same: 

Serving women, children, and youth in our communities with our donations of time and resources 

and around the world with our Pledge to Mission.  As our missions of mercy and justice have 

expanded over the years, we pray that our new name will attract more women of faith to join us 

in our work for God’s Kin-dom. 
 

I hope you have all had your “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” program by now and have received 

the offering to support the training and work of our deaconesses and home missioners, laity 

consecrated by the church to serve in missions and ministries both church-related and secular. The 

order has an interesting history, which was highlighted in Women United for Change: 150 Years in 

Missions, a book I hope all of you have read. 
 

We had a good turn-out for our annual Prayer Breakfast on April 2 at Discovery UMC, and if you 

were unable to be with us in person, I hope you joined us online as we heard from Kay Smith, 

President of the UMUMR Auxiliary, who gave an update on Shalom Farms and took geranium 

orders; Natalie May, Founder and Director of Change the World RVA, who updated us on the 

activities of this ministry that help young people aging out of foster care; and Rev. Kendra Grimes, 

Randolph-Macon Chaplain, whose message asked us to “Notice the Verbs” in Isaiah 43:16-21.  The 

program can still be viewed on Discovery UMC’s YouTube and Facebook. 
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I encourage you all to use your 2022 Program Book, Healing & Joy on Our Journey to God, your 

Daily Prayer Guide, and your “Response” magazines for education and inspiration.  All are filled 

with examples of how your dollars are able to be in mission for God’s work in the world.   
 

Thank you all for what you do.  God bless you all and keep you safe. 
 

Barbara Tuttle                                           

btuttle48@verizon.net                                                                              

804-271-2289                                                                       
 

    
 
 
 

This is the quarterly report for 2022 Mission Giving and Designated Gifts. 
 

                      1st Quarter       2nd Quarter     3rd Quarter      4t h Quarter      Year-to-Date 
 

Mission  3,139.55        3,139.55 
 

Designated 
Gifts       25.20             25.20 
 

Thank you Richmond District UMW.  We are doing the best we can during a pandemic, and we 
are doing a VERY GOOD JOB. 
 

OUR 2022 PLEDGE TO MISSION IS $46,000.00. 
 

This is a reminder that the quarterly remittance forms are due to the district treasurer, Rosa Lewis, 
by the 10th of the last month of each quarter.  The due dates are by March 10th, by June 10th, by 
September 10th, and by December 10th. 
 

I have mission cards for sale; Gift in Memory, On Your Special Day, In Loving Memory, The Birth of 
a New Baby, Happy Birthday, Merry Christmas, A Special Day, Congratulations, Thinking of You, In 
the Service of Christ, and Thank You.  The cards are $5.00 each or $50.00 a pack.  Yeah, the cards 
are a little costly, but the proceeds from the cards go directly to the UMW Conference Treasurer 
for Mission Giving. 
 

If you have any questions, please call me at 804-222-8480 or send me an e-mail at 
olddenny@verizon.net. 
 
Rosa Lewis, District Treasurer, Peace and Love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
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Church Women United in Richmond, VA 

 

 

Church Women United celebrated World Day of Prayer on March 4, 2022 at 10:00 A.M via ZOOM.  
The service celebrated the women of England, Wales & Northern Ireland.  The theme was God’s 
Promise found in the book of Jeremiah: “I Know the Plans I Have for You”. 
 

You are cordially invited to attend May Friendship Celebration (Program, Reception, and Silent 
Auction).  The celebration will be held on May 6th from 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M, Huguenot Road 
Baptist Church, 10525 West Huguenot Road, Richmond, VA 23235. 
 
Meeting Updates for 2022 
 

May 6, 2022 – May Friendship Celebration 
September 9, 2022 – Executive Board Planning Meeting 
October 7, 2022 Executive Board Meeting, World Community Day Program 
November 4, 2022 Executive Board 
December 2, 2022 Executive Board, Human Rights Program and Award, Annual Meeting 
 
In Christ 
Rosa Lewis 
 

Just a note:  Church Women United website information is included on page 6 of the Richmond District UMW 2022 
Yearbook  https://www.churchwomenunited.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Virtual Mission Encounter Registration and information is at 
https://www.vaumw.com/events/mission-encounter/    
Registration is $10.00 and the book is also $10.00  
Be mindful of Living into our Purpose goals. Our Conference leaders  
hope people will look for creative and fun ways to reconnect and do  
things together in safe and meaningful ways...and fulfill LIOP items  
at the same time.  Hopefully spring and summer will not bring any  
COVID surges and we can get back to meeting in person and having  
some events that have been set aside for the past couple of years.  
Please note that the Richmond District team includes the specific  
LIOP goal on each registration for our district events. 
 

Jean Swann 
804-338-875 
jmswann5@gmail.com 
 
 

 

https://www.churchwomenunited.net/
https://www.vaumw.com/events/mission-encounter/
mailto:jmswann5@gmail.com
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On March 3 of this year the United Methodist women, rebranded as United Women in Faith. 

www.uwfaith.org .   The new wines and new wineskins agenda was launched into new, additional 

options of thinking and added resources to better nurture current members, to recruit new 

members and to manage our units’ finances. All of our familiar structures remain intact, including 

the legal name of United Methodist Women, while broadening our reach both inside and beyond 

the UMC with the “doing business as” United Women in Faith” wrote Marlene Dakita. See her full 

article in the May issue of the conference newsletter The Link. 

Unit Survey (formerly Census)    
This year’s UNIT SURVEY will be on line by the end of April. It is planned to be open for six months. 
www.uwfaith.org  I will send out more definite dates as they become available. 
The data gathered this year is planned to “focus on how members feel about the new brand, 
about Assembly (for those who attended)” and to help the National office identify “whether and 
how units and circles are thriving (inspiring, influencing and impacting). In addition, it “will guide 
them in providing resources to help members to thrive in our purpose (which remains unchanged), 
mission and vision.” 
 
Assembly 2022 – TURN IT UP -  May 20-22   Orlando, Florida 
UWF VA Conference reports that 16 people have registered to attend in person and 43 registered 
to attend virtually. Marlene Dakita, is serving as the VA. Conference UMW Liaison for Assembly 
2022. Information can be found at www.assembly2022.org  or by contacting Marlene at 
mdakita@comcast.net . 
 
Peace, 
Scotty Doyle 
Richmond District MNO   804-640-5355   sdoyle22@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.uwfaith.org/
about:blank
mailto:mdakita@comcast.net
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Happy Earth Month!  We hope you will join us this month in demonstrating our love for the Earth 
and reflecting on our place within it.  On April 20th from 3:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. join United 
Women in Faith for “I Cry Aloud to God:  A Service of Lament and Hope in the Face of the Climate 
Crisis.”  This is a virtual collaborative event by the Office of Spiritual Growth and the Office of 
Economic and Environmental Justice.  This program will focus on Psalm 77 and reflect on what it 
means to steward and protect the Earth.  Join this event for biblical reflection, music, storytelling, 
and breakout conversations.  
Also, please visit Virginia Interfaith Power & Light for some Earth Day resources at:  
https://vaipl.org/advocacy/earth-day/.  At this link, you can find everything from a suggested 
documentary to petitions to sign advocating for environmental justice.  There is also an organizer’s 
kit for Faith Climate Action Week (April 22nd to May 1st).  The 2022 theme for Interfaith Power & 
Light’s Faith Climate Action Week is “Sacred Trust:  Our Children’s Right to a Livable Future.”  This 
week of worship and action focuses on the burden our children and grandchildren will bear due to 
climate change and how we can work alongside youth to speak up for their rights to a stable 
climate.   
As a reminder, our priorities remain the same:  1) climate justice and 2) ending mass incarceration 
of communities of color.  Please continue to be in prayer and action regarding our priorities.  
In Christ,  
Co-Chairs:  Brianna Penfold (bpenfold88@gmail.com) and Susan Johnston (ksngal@aol.com)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vaipl.org/advocacy/earth-day/
mailto:bpenfold88@gmail.com
mailto:ksngal@aol.com
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   Secretary for Program Resources 

                       Marilyn Bell/Kim Gatzek  

A new 2023 reading list will be available in August, 2023.  Make your church proud of your 
progress in reading for the 2022 year and discovering new ways to discover what others have 
done and are doing. 
 

Don't forget, our young friends.  There are lots of children's books available to expose our 
youngsters to.   
 

Read for a certificate.  All you have to do is read 1 book in each of the 5 categories but any reading 
helps your church with their amounts. 
 

Celebrate spring with reading a good book choice. You will be blessed with discovering what 
others have done and are doing. 
 

One Dress, One Year 
By Bethany Winz 
EDUCATION FOR MISSION 
 

How can one girl change the world? It all began with a heart for justice and a little black dress. In 
2012, sixteen-year-old Bethany Winz decided to make a difference. To raise awareness, she 
determined to  
- wear the same black dress every day for a year to bring attention to the lack of choices slaves 
have 
- come up with new ways to accessorize the dress each day 
- use her blog and pictures of her outfits to raise money for agencies helping those who were 
being trafficked 
Her yearlong journey was one of hope, discipline, and sometimes disappointment. She celebrated 
some successes yet despaired at the depth of the problem. As she found her identity tied to the 
things she did, Bethany discovered that while she stood for freedom for others, she also struggled 
to find her own freedom in believing that she was loved just as she was. This moving book shows 
readers that their voices matter, they can make a difference, and sometimes the smallest gestures 
have lasting impact. 
 

A Living Gospel 
By Robert Ellsberg 
NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY 
 

In his latest work, Robert Ellsberg, the author of many acclaimed works on the saints, looks on the 
“living gospel” that is written in human lives. From biographical reflections on traditional saints 
and spiritual masters (including Dorothy Day, Henri Nouwen, Thomas Merton, Flannery O’Connor, 
and Oscar Romero), he reflects on what it means to read the spiritual text that is written in such 
lives. From that, we learn to read our own lives in the same light. 
 

 

https://www.kissmylist.com/book-reviews/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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       Richmond District UMW Reading Report 

    August 2021 through August 2022 

     Due August 15, 2022 

Unit Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Name of person completing report   _________________________________________ 

Telephone & email: _______________________________________________________ 

 

We did not participate   __________________________ 

Total Number of books read  ___________________________(with our without completing a 

plan) 

Number completing Plan 1  ______________________ 

Number completing Plan 2  ______________________ 

Number completing Plan 3 _______________________ 

Number completing Plan 4 _______________________ 

 

Please list names of persons completing each plan on back of this form 

Total number completing a plan  ______________________ 

Total Number of adult and your readers  _______________  (count even those who have read only 

one book) 

Total number of children readers  _______________ 

Total number of children receiving certificates  ______________ 

Please list their names on back of this form under Children Readers 

Total number of children books read  _____________________ 

Total number of subscriptions to RESPONSE magazine  ______(count total number of individual 

and UMW subscriptions) 

 

Please return by August 15, 2022   (earlier if possible) to: 

Kim Gatzek   124 N. Elm Ave.  Henrico, VA  23075 

Or email:     kgatzek@verizon.net 

 

 

mailto:kgatzek@verizon.net
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Communications Coordinator 

Corrections to 2022 Yearbook:   
(If your unit needs a yearbook and if you have found any errors needing correction, please contact me) 
 

Conference UMF website is: vaumw.com 

Pg. 6 & 16  Conference Education and Interpretation Carolyn Woodrum Cayray36@Aol.com 
(540)535-0369 

 

Pg. 16 – Conference Treasurer   Christy Blagg  VAUMWTreasurer@gmail.com  (540)294-4245 
 

Pg. 16 – Conference Chair Nominations Debbie McDaniels  DHMcDaniels@gmail.com 
(757)880-6579 

 

Calendar additions: 

May 14th – Spiritual Life Retreat – For complete details, visit 

https://www.vaumw.com/events/spiritual-life-retreat/ 

 

June 30th – Aug. 4th Virginia Conference Mission Encounter  “Who 

Can We Be Together”  SAVE THE DATE: Mission Encounter will 

have the same virtual format as last year. It will begin with 

opening worship on June 30 and sessions will be held on Thursday 

evenings, July 7,14,21 and 28 from 7:00-9:00 pm. Closing worship 

and communion will be held August 4, from 7:00-8:00 pm. 

 

 

http://vaumw.com/
mailto:VAUMWTreasurer@gmail.com
https://www.vaumw.com/events/spiritual-life-retreat/
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