
1 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Happy 2022!    

This is a new year filled with lots of new adventures, new friendships and new ways of doing 
things.  Let’s sit back and enjoy this year and see what possibilities God sends our way, along with 
his blessings. 

The pandemic continues to limit many of the things we are used to doing, but we can’t let that 
stop us.  As UMW, we are strong, resilient and powerful, and we rely on God’s promises to keep us 
safe as we continue to be his hands and feet and share his love with others. 

Your Mission Team has been busy making plans for 2022.  We want each of you to share our 
excitement and be a part of our programs. The UMW theme this year is: “Healing and Joy on Our 
Journey to God”.  We want to have healing and joy in our lives and bring healing and joy to 
everyone we meet.  We want to have healing and joy in the programs.  We want to grow 
spiritually and have a deeper relationship with God as we put our faith, hope and love into action 
for women, children and youth in our communities and around the world. 

You will hear about the events planned for our Richmond District UMW in our Mission Team 
members’ articles in this issue of the WORD.  I invite each of you to join us virtually and in-person, 
when possible, as we experience “healing and joy on our journey to God” through the programs 
we have planned.   

May 20-22 is Assembly 2022.  This is a gathering of UMW from around the world that is held every 
4 years.  The Assembly will be held in Orlando.  It will also be held virtually.  “Turn It Up!” is the 
theme for 2022.  Turn It Up!: for spiritual healing and renewal, for rebirth in a new time, for 
women leaders and for justice for women, children and youth.  For more information or to register 
go to https://assembly2022.org/    I hope you will feel inspired to register and be a part of this 
great gathering of women.  You learn a lot and get to meet wonderful women with like-minded 
goals and spirits when you attend a UMW Assembly. 

Our 2022 District pledge to mission is $46,000.  Let’s see if we can reach this goal in 2022.  I know 
that many units are struggling to meet and have fundraisers.  We are going to trust and believe 
that things will get back to some semblance of normalcy and units will be able to meet, have 
fundraisers and make their pledge to mission with God’s help.  Where there’s a will there’s a way!  
Let’s trust God to make a way so we can help make a difference for women, children and youth. 

I look forward to working with you this year.  The Mission Team members are available when you 
need us.  Give us a call and if we can’t answer your question, we will find the answer and get back 
to you.  Let’s experience “Healing and Joy on Our Journey to God” in 2022.  Make this a great year 
to put faith, hope and love in action. 

Blessings, 

Linda Porter 

https://assembly2022.org/
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As we enter the third year of the pandemic, we have learned how unpredictable the future can be, 

even as we make plans and pray that God will bless them.  No matter where we go or what we do, 

we must remember the words of that old hymn, “God Will Take Care of You”, words that have 

comforted me many times over the years, even before the pandemic. 
 

Your district planning team is hoping that more of our 2022 events will be able to be in person, 

with live-streaming or Zoom available for those attending at home.  Sadly, we had to cancel our 

“Day Apart” retreat due to the Omicron surge, so our first event this year will be the Racial Justice 

Event, “Mending Hearts”, on Saturday, February 26, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m., via Zoom.  You will find 

details in the Social Action section of this issue of The WORD. 
 

Our annual District Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday, April 2, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., either in 

person or via Zoom.  More details, along with an order of worship, will be sent out to unit leaders 

by e-mail in March. 
 

The District Mini-Mission Encounter will be held Saturday morning, September 10.  If we are able 

to meet in person, River Road UMC will be hosting us. Otherwise, we will be meeting via Zoom. 

We will have more details for you after the summer’s Mission Encounter. 
 

Our Annual Meeting/Leadership Development will be Saturday morning, September 24, at Asbury 

Church Hill, and our Advent Service will be Saturday morning, December 3.  If we are unable to 

meet in person, these events will be live-streamed with only the program participants present in 

person.  We will keep you updated as we go through the year. 
 

Thank you all for what you do.  God bless you all and keep you safe, and may your new year be 

filled with blessings. 
 

Barbara Tuttle                                           

btuttle48@verizon.net                                                                              

804-271-2289                                                                           

    

Just a note:  There is a full calendar of events included in your Richmond District UMW 2022 Yearbook  
on page 7 & 8.  Details shared via the WORD and email. 
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Happy New Year to all 
 

Welcome back to the continuing treasurers and a warm welcome to the new treasurers. 
 

This is the quarterly report for 2021 Mission Giving and Designated Gifts. 
 

                      1st Quarter    2nd Quarter    3rd Quarter   4t h Quarter    Year-to-Date 
 

Mission  3,928.25 4,728.25 7,323.60 14,506.01   $30,486.11 
 

Designated 
Gifts   $ 237.75    758.54 1,091.75      393.00     $2,481.04 
 

Thank you Richmond District UMW.  We are doing the best we can during a pandemic, and we 
are doing a VERY GOOD JOB. 
 

Our 2021 pledge to mission was $46,000.00. 
We sent to the UMW Conference Treasurer $32,967.15.   We missed our pledge by $13,032.85.  
Richmond let us praise God from whom all blessings flow.  There is a pandemic going on.  Thank 
you God 
 

OUR 2022 PLEDGE TO MISSION IS $46,000.00.    (2022 Budget is on page 15 of the 2022 Yearbook) 
 

The total of our local designated gifts is $360.00.  A few of the local ministries are the Central 
Virginia Food Bank (Feed More), The Hermitage Richmond, Shalom Farms, Family and Children 
Services, etc. 
 

This is a reminder that the quarterly remittance forms are due to the district treasurer, Rosa Lewis, 
by the 10th of the last month of each quarter.  The due dates are by March 10th, by June 10th, by 
September 10th, and by December 10th. 
 

I have mission cards for sale; Gift in Memory, On Your Special Day, In Loving Memory, The Birth of 
a New Baby, Happy Birthday, Merry Christmas, A Special Day, Congratulations, Thinking of You, In 
the Service of Christ, and Thank You.  The cards are $5.00 each or $50.00 a pack.  Yeah, the cards 
are a little costly, but the proceeds from the cards go directly to the UMW Conference Treasurer 
for Mission Giving. 
 

If you have any questions, please call me at 804-222-8480 or send me an e-mail at 
olddenny@verizon.net. 
 
Rosa Lewis, District Treasurer, Peace and Love 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:olddenny@verizon.net
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Church Women United in Richmond, VA 

 

Church Women United met on December 3, 2021.  The following officers were elected:  
 

Officers Elected for 2022 
The following were elected for two-year terms (2022-2023) 
President – Nancy Page 
1st Vice President/Program Chair – Linda Porter 
Corresponding Secretary – Betsy Flowers 
 

Rev. Peggy Fox was elected to serve a one-year term as Recording Secretary. 
 

Nominating Committee for 2022: 
Chairwoman – Rev. Sarah Dabney (2022) 
Members – Geneva Thompson (2023/2 years)  
                   Rosa Lewis (2024/3 years) 
 

The following committee Chairs were elected 
Newsletter: Adriene Keaton & Jackie McFarland 
Hospitality:  Adriene Keaton 
Publicity:  Jackie McFarland 
May Friendship Luncheon 
   Linda Porter (Program) and Annette Braden (Luncheon) 
Yearbook Chairwoman – Nancy Page 
Geneva Thompson was appointed Chair of Spiritual Life 
 

Meeting Updates for 2022 
 

March 4, 2022 - World Day of Prayer & Fellowship of the Least Coin 
May 6, 2022 - Friendship Luncheon 
September 9, 2022 - Planning Meeting 
October X World Community Day 
December X Human Rights & Annual Meeting 
 

In Christ 
Rosa Lewis 
 

Just a note:  Church Women United website information is included on page 6 of the Richmond District UMW 2022 
Yearbook  https://www.churchwomenunited.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A NOTE of thanks from our “On the Road Again” leader – Ruth Wilkinson 
   We appreciate all our brothers and sisters who journeyed with us on our November trip to 
Shalom Farms.  Thanks my friends for your support!!! 

https://www.churchwomenunited.net/
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 I am the new Richmond District Coordinator for Education and Interpretation.   I started attending 
Christ Methodist at 2 weeks of age, moved to Reveille UMC around 5th grade, and moved to 
Lebanon UMC in my mid-thirties.  I have been attending Shady Grove UMC in Hanover since 
2012.   I am proud to be a United Methodist and member of United Methodist Women. I have 
served as Richmond District Treasurer, Ashland District UMW Secretary, Ashland District Program 
Resources and VA Conference UMW Secretary. The office of Coordinator will be a new challenge 
for me.  I hope that you will feel free to ask me questions and share what your church is doing. 
 
I suggest that you always read the entire VA Conference UMW newsletter, the LINK, as well as the 
entire Richmond District UMW newsletter, the WORD.  Both newsletters have an abundance of 
information that needs to be shared with everyone in your local church and units. I encourage you 
to advertise what your UMW is doing in your church's communications.  Let your church know 
what is being done for women, children, and youth. 
 
The LIVING INTO OUR PURPOSE form is your unit's guide and blueprint for accomplishing the goals 
of United Methodist Women.  Use this form in planning and recording what your unit is doing 
during this year.  The completed form will be submitted to me by August 15th.  Our wish is that all 
units reach gold status.  (Checklist of Forms & Due Dates are on page 23 in the 2022 District Yearbook) 
 
Watch UMW newsletters and UMC communications for information about the 2022 Mission 
Encounter.  The event will again be virtual with weekly sessions starting on June 30th and ending 
with a closing worship and communion on August 4th.   
 
Jean Swann 
804-338-875 
jmswann5@gmail.com 
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Hello, my name is Scotty Doyle. I am a member of Ramsey Memorial UMW and began serving in 

January of 2022 as the Richmond District Membership, Nurture and Outreach coordinator (MNO). 

Thank you, Kathy Dictor, for serving in this capacity for the last five years and doing an excellent 

job for the district.  

As a District Officer, I communicate with the Va. Conference UMW Coordinator for Membership, 
Nurture and Outreach, Marlene Dakita. Below I have copied part of her MNO article from the Va. 
Conference UMW newsletter of February 2022, The LINK.  
 

Marlene’s article  
-Updates you on the Unit Survey {formerly CENSUS). 
-Gives you links to register for the Bridge Courses 
-Lists websites to response Articles, Faith Talks Podcast, and a UMW Video 
-Lastly, but certainly one of the most exciting is all the information you need to attend  
 TURN IT UP!  ASSEMBLY 2022  
 There is still time to register to attend in person or via ZOOM. All the information you need to get 
started is in this newsletter. Come and join those of us who are attending. You will never forget 
the experience.  
 

Scotty Doyle 
Richmond District MNO 804-640-5355 sdoyle22@verizon.net 
______________________________________________________________________ 
NOTE: You will need to Highlight, Cut and Paste the links into your browser to open. The links on 
this page are not active because of a conversion of the original document.  
 
Marlene Dakita writes… 
 

“NEW WINESKINS  
The “big reveal” will be at Assembly 2022, but here are some teasers as to what is to come for 
UMW membership. 

 

• Bridge Courses: two online modules on New Wineskins, the rebranding of UMW, via Bridge 
learning platform. If you have not already registered for a Bridge account, send an email request 
to Alana Walls at AWalls@unitedmethodistwomen.org or register yourself at 
https://umwomen.wufoo.com/forms/mie6xb30qw4phl/  
They will create an account for you and send a confirmation email including the link to the Bridge.  
 

• response Article Sept./Oct. 2021: “New Wineskins for Growth - Exciting new programs are 
coming to United Methodist Women! Here’s why.” 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/new-wineskins-for-growth  
 

about:blank
about:blank
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• response Article Nov./Dec. 2021: “New Wineskins for New Times: United Methodist Women 
updates for change”  
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/new-wineskins-for-new-times 
 

• Faith Talks Podcast: “UMW Future: New Wineskins Campaign” 
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/47084843?utm_medium=app&utm_source=widget&utm_c
ampaign=episode-title  
 

• Video: Together We Can Do More: United Methodist Women and the Future 
https://www.youtube.com/watch? v=ukIY8sFS_40 
  

UNIT SURVEY (FORMERLY CENSUS) As part of the New Wineskins campaign, the 2021 Unit Survey 
(formerly, Census), which normally would have opened last fall, is postponed until early 2022. 
Watch for information to come. 
 

 ASSEMBLY 2022 – TURN IT UP! 
 The quadrennial United Methodist Women’s Assembly will be held May 20-22, 2022, in-person in 
Orlando, Florida, as well as virtually from anywhere you choose! 
 

 The theme of Assembly 2022 is TURN IT UP! – for spiritual healing and renewal; for rebirth in a 
new time; for women leaders; for justice for women, children and youth. TURN IT UP! – through 
worship, inspiring speakers, performing arts, study, exhibits, fair trade marketplace, leadership 
development, organizing for justice, great fellowship, and New Wineskins. 
 

 Details on all things Assembly except for housing is at https://assembly2022.org/   Information, 
including for housing, is also at https://www.vaumw.com/events/. 
 

 As of this date, there are 14 in-person registrants and 34 virtual registrants from the Virginia 
Conference. I am serving as the Virginia Conference UMW Liaison for Assembly 2022. Please let 
me know any questions you may have and to be put on a share-a room list. 
 

Marlene Dakita  
Virginia Conference UMW Liaison for Assembly 2022  
Va. Conference UMW Mission Coordinator for Membership, Nurture & Outreach (MNO)  
703-244-4524 phone/text or mdakita@comcast.net 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

about:blank
https://assembly2022.org/
about:blank
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Happy 2022 and happy Black History Month!  

As a reminder, our UMW priorities remain the same:  1) climate justice and 2) ending mass 
incarceration of communities of color. Please be in prayer and action in this new year regarding 
our priorities.  

We hope everyone will join us for this year’s Charter for Racial Justice Program on 
February 26, 2022 at 10:00 A.M.  The Program is entitled “Mending Hearts for Racial Justice.”  This 
year we will hear from the creator and one of the artists of the Mending Walls Project RVA,        
Mr. Hamilton Glass.   

“Mending Walls is a public art project that brings together public artists from different 
cultures and backgrounds to create murals that address where we are now in society and how we 
can move forward through understanding and collaboration.  Mending Walls pairs up artists of 
different backgrounds to create unique connections and give them an opportunity to tell their 
story collaboratively in an effort to express healing through connection.” - Mending Walls RVA 

We are very grateful to have Mr. Glass join us on February 26th to discuss this ongoing and 
healing project located in Richmond.  After Mr. Glass shares with us, we will break into small 
groups to discuss different murals.  Each group will focus on one of the following five murals:        
1) “Together We Rise” painted by Noah Scalin and Alfonso Perez; 2) “Reflection for Change” 
painted by Hamilton Glass and Courtney Lebow; 3) “Her Flowers” painted by S. Ross Browne and 
Amy Smith; 4) “Silence Isn’t Golden” painted by MeMe and David Marion; and 5) “We Want Clean 
Air-Food-Peace” painted by Barry O’Keefe and Mahari Kathleen Chabwera. 

You can find out more about Mending Walls RVA at: 

1. Website- https://www.mendingwallsrva.com/ 
2. PBS Documentary- https://www.pbs.org/video/mending-walls-the-documentary-heilrq/ 
3. Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/MendingWallsRVA 
4. Instagram- https://www.instagram.com/mendingwallsrva/  

 
This program is by Zoom, register in advance by holding your control key down & left click on this 

link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdeqtqDMiGtAgqepfm3a_WMDFHXJCF9Zc  

We are looking forward to this event, and we hope to see you there! 

In Christ,  

Co-Chairs:  Brianna Penfold (bpenfold88@gmail.com) and Susan Johnston (ksngal@aol.com)  
 

  

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdeqtqDMiGtAgqepfm3a_WMDFHXJCF9Zc
about:blank
about:blank
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   Secretary for Program Resources 

                       Marilyn Bell/Kim Gatzek  

As you may know, the UMW Reading Program list is the same for the years 2021-2022.  To find a 

complete list, go to  2021 Reading Program Titles - UPDATED (unitedmethodistwomen.org) 

There are several alternatives to reading, if you are not a reader for the UMW Reading Program.  

One is listening to a Faith Talks podcast.  If you decide to participate, you will find topics of many 

different subjects such as, Faith in the Midst of Uncertainty, Church and Politics, The Impact of 

Giving, Black History Month, Soul Care and many more!  The link is:  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org//faithtalks 

The 2021 catalog says “Faith Talks: Faith Talk podcasts can now be counted in the category of 

Spiritual Growth. You must participate or listen to two Faith Talks podcasts. If you participate/listen 

to three, it will be counted as a Bonus Book in the Spiritual Growth category.” 

And don’t forget you can watch movies and get the same credit as reading a book.  The 2021 

catalog says: 

 “Watching these movies and documentaries will also count toward the Reading Program:  

1. Just Mercy  2. The Hate U Give   3. Pushout.   

Look for information about each movie at the bottom of the Reading Program list. (2021 Reading 

Program Titles - UPDATED (unitedmethodistwomen.org) 

BOOK REVIEW - Check out these books at Henrico or Chesterfield County Libraries. 

Social Action 

The Girl with Seven Names:  Escape from North Korea by Hyeonseo Lee 

Have you ever wondered what happens in a Communist country with everyday life?  In reading 
The Girl with Seven Names, one can get the answer to that question.  This story takes place 
recently in North Korea.  This is what Amazon books says: 

An extraordinary insight into life under one of the world’s most ruthless and secretive dictatorships 
– and the story of one woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid capture/repatriation and guide her 
family to freedom. 

As a child growing up in North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee was one of millions trapped by a secretive and 
brutal communist regime. Her home on the border with China gave her some exposure to the world 
beyond the confines of the Hermit Kingdom and, as the famine of the 1990s struck, she began to 
wonder, question and to realize that she had been brainwashed her entire life. Given the 
repression, poverty and starvation she witnessed surely her country could not be, as she had been 
told “the best on the planet”? 

Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She could not have imagined that it would be 
twelve years before she was reunited with her family 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/2021readingprogramtitles
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/2021readingprogramtitles
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/2021readingprogramtitles
https://www.kissmylist.com/book-reviews/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Nurturing for Community 

Becoming Grandma:  The Joys and Science of the New Grandparenting by Lesley Stahl 

From one of the country’s most recognizable journalists, Lesley Stahl of CBS's 60 Minutes: How 
becoming a grandmother transforms a woman’s life. 

After four decades as a reporter, Lesley Stahl’s most vivid and transformative experience of her life 
was not covering the White House, interviewing heads of state, or researching stories at 60 
Minutes. It was becoming a grandmother. She was hit with a jolt of joy so intense and unexpected, 
she wanted to “investigate” it—as though it were a news flash. And so, using her 60 Minutes skills, 
she explored how grand mothering changes a woman’s life, interviewing friends like Whoopi 
Goldberg, colleagues like Diane Sawyer (and grandfathers, including Tom Brokaw), as well as the 
proverbial woman next door. 
 

Along with these personal accounts, Stahl speaks with scientists and doctors about physiological 
changes that occur in women when they have grandchildren; anthropologists about why there are 
grandmothers, in evolutionary terms; and psychiatrists about the therapeutic effects of 
grandchildren on both grandmothers and grandfathers. 
 

Throughout Becoming Grandma, Stahl shares stories about her own life with granddaughters 
Jordan and Chloe, about how her relationship with her daughter, Taylor, has changed, and how 
being a grandfather has affected her husband, Aaron. 
 

In an era when baby boomers are becoming grandparents in droves and when young parents need 
all the help they can get raising their children, Stahl’s book is a timely and affecting read that 
redefines a cherished relationship. 
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Spiritual Life 

 

Hello Beautiful Ladies & Happy Spring (almost)!!! 

This year seems to be a year of challenges again……….or should I say opportunities?   Yes, 

opportunities for spiritual growth, healing and joy!  Do you agree? 

Ladies, I believe our goal today is to vigorously renew and strengthen our commitment to God.  

Let the healing and joy be shared with members of our UMW!   Let us be God’s Light in the world 

to share with our families, neighbors, church members and others we encounter.  Healing and Joy 

begins with God in prayer, a phone call, a wave, a smile, a kind note or gesture. 

How much happier and joyful would we be if we allowed God to order our days?  If we focus on 

the promises of His Love for us, all else will fall into place and opportunities revealed.  Call me if 

you need me.  May healing, joy and peace fill your heart! 

Matthew 6:33 tells us: 

 “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His Righteousness; 
 And all these things shall be added unto you.” 

 

Blessings & Love, 
Sue Ann Lewis, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
804.368.8478 

 
 

Communications Coordinator 

Corrections to 2022 Yearbook:   
(If your unit needs a yearbook and if you have found any errors needing correcting, please contact me) 

Pg. 4  Kim Gatzek - correct email is kagatzek@gmail.com 

Pg. 5 Linda Pomfrey -  correct phone # is 804-539-8108 
Historian(s) -   Rosa Lewis and Scotty Doyle (our History is very important) 

Pg. 20 Debbie Cutright, Mechanicsville – correct email is debcut81@gmail.com 

Calendar additions: 

June 30th – Aug. 4th Virginia Conference Mission Encounter  “Who Can We Be Together”  SAVE 

THE DATE: Mission Encounter will have the same virtual format as last year. It will begin with 

opening worship on June 30 and sessions will be held on Thursday evenings, July 7,14,21 and 28 

from 7:00-9:00 pm. Closing worship and communion will be held August 4, from 7:00-8:00 pm. 

 

 

mailto:kagatzek@gmail.com
mailto:debcut81@gmail.com
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Coming soon!!!!  

FORMS WITH DETAILS COMING OUT IN MARCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Urban Ministries of Richmond Auxiliary 

To benefit Shalom Farms 

GERANIUM SALE 
$4.50 each (4 1/2” pot) 

Taking orders March 6th through 

April 14th 
Ordering and Pick Up Details to Follow 

Plants arrive Friday, April 30, 2022 
The geraniums come in red, hot pink, white and violet. We will take 

orders for specific colors but cannot guarantee. 

                           Make checks to: UMUMR. 
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