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 Jan 22  9:30 a.m., 

—District Train-

ing Day (includes 

all local unit of-

ficers) via Zoom 

Jan 27—UM at 

General Assem-

bly in Richmond  

 

Jan 31—Articles 

due for the 

Bridge 

York River District United  

Methodist Women  

Events for 2022 
VA Conference UMW events are in italics 

 

Jan 8     Mission Team Planning Meeting via Zoom  (Conference only) 

Jan 22    9:30 a.m., District Training Day (includes all local unit officers)  

  Place to be Announced 

Jan 27  General Assembly, Richmond 

Jan 31  Articles due for the Bridge 

March 10 1st Quarter Treasurer report Due to District Treasurer,  Joan  

  Heaton 

Mar 19 9:30 a.m., Social Action Event—Local Climate change. Place TBA 

Mar 25  Executive Committee Meeting via Zoom (Conference only) 

Apr 30  Articles due for the Bridge 

May 7  Hands on Mission Events through District 

May 14 Conference Spiritual Life Retreat via Zoom 

June 4   UMW Day at Ferrum College/TBA 

June 20 2nd Quarter Treasurer report Due to District Treasurer,  Joan  

  Heaton 
June 11 Virtual Pre-Annual Conference UMW Brunch via Zoom  

June 16-18 Virginia Annual Conference in Hampton 

July 1  Nominations for Lifetime Commitment Awards due 

July 9  10:30 a.m., District Mission Team/Finance Meeting, Place TGA 

July   Mission Encounter, Virtual/Zoom 

July 31 Articles due for the Bridge 

Aug 6  10:30 a.m., District Executive Committee Meeting (includes all 

                        local Presidents or their representative), Place TBA  

Sep 10  3rd Quarter Treasurer report Due to District Treasurer,  Joan  

  Heaton 

Sep 10  Forms due: LIOP forms (Dana Freeman); Reading Program 

  Form (Pat Fitzgerald); Deceased Members Form (Julie Rosas) 

Sep 16-17 Young Women’s Retreat, Camp Overlook, Keezletown 

Sep   District Annual Meeting (Date, Time and Place TBA) 

Oct 1  Budget Meeting (Conference only) via Zoom 

Oct 21  Executive Committee Meeting (Conference only), Virtual/Zoom 

Oct 22  50th Virginia Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Virtual/Zoom 

Oct 31  Articles due for the Bridge 

Nov 6  9:30 a.m., District Mission Team Planning Meeting, Place TBA 

Dec 3  9:30 a.m., Advent Prayer Breakfast, 1st UMC Fox Hill, Hampton 

Dec 11  4th Quarter Treasurer report Due to District Treasurer,  Joan  

  Heaton 
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    It was great to see so many of you (47) at our Annual Meeting.  Some highlights were:  the  

election of  2022 officers (as listed in this newsletter); approval of  budget, which included a Pledge 

to Missions commitment of $70,500; and celebration of our accomplishments as individual units.  

Three individuals were recognized with a Lifetime Commitment Award   Two of the nominees unfor-

tunately passed away within the past year; their awards were to be given to family members.  They 

are:  Doris Ann Bryant, Chestnut Memorial UMC, and Ruth Simpson, Williamsburg UMC.  The 

other recipient, Albernia Gary Clark, St. James UMC, was present via Zoom as were some of her 

family.  All three were most deserving of this award and a gift to the Legacy Fund was given in their 

honor! 
 

Jeanette Yoh, Virginia Conference Social Action Coordinator and our guest speaker, 

shared from her Mission Encounter experience the plight of black girls in schools, 

based on the book Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools.  She spoke 

to the “School to Prison Pipeline” and referred to a bill before the Senate entitled 

Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act.  (See Jo Rawls’ article in this newslet-

ter for more info on this bill.)  She encouraged our support of this priority of UMW, as 

well as the environmental issue of “Just Energy for All.”     
 

Our Conference Annual Meeting was equaling exciting.  Please read Mary Saylor’s article for details 

on awards received by our District; completing the most Gold Level Awards for Living Into Our Pur-

pose speaks well of our commitment to supporting the mission of United Methodist Women in the 

world.   

Keynote speaker for the meeting was the Rev. Seonyoung Kim, our former District Su-

perintendent.  She reminded us of John 15:16 when Jesus said:  “You didn’t choose me; 

I chose you and appointed you to go and bear much fruit, the kind of fruit that en-

dures.”   She said that God is making all things new by His redemptive work in us and 

that it must be God’s Way.  As we learn from the life and teachings of Jesus Christ we 

will begin to live our lives more closely to the Way He lived.  Further, that’s what 

UMW is asking us to do.   
 

We are being challenged to become “new wineskins,” 

a reference to Matthew 9:17 “Nor does anyone pour new wine into 

used wineskins, for the skins will burst, the wine will pour out, and 

the skins will be ruined.”  The new wineskins have flexible space 

for maturation.  Are we open to change, growth, and inviting more 

women to work with us as we connect with God and each other to 

make a difference in the world, a world where we bear fruit that en-

dures?  To hear more about NEW WINESKINS, consider attending 

Assembly 2022 in Orlando May 20-22.  (See Julie Rosas’ article for 

registration information.)  We have the unique opportunity of being able to attend virtually too.  Hope 

to see you there either way.              
 

As we complete this year and look forward to 2022, I encourage you to participate in 

experiences that help you grow in your faith, hope, and love.  This issue has examples 

of what some UM Women are doing in their churches and communities.  Let us hear 

from you and how you are growing.    
 

Keep in touch and I will too.  Sylvia Rumsey 

 

YRD UMW President—Sylvia Rumsey 

 



From Our Vice President—Mary Saylor 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  2      I s s u e  4  

I don’t know why, but our United Methodist Women program year runs September 1 of one year through Au-

gust 31 of the next. In September and October we traditionally meet to conduct the business which is neces-

sary for an organization to thrive and to celebrate the ways in which we have lived into our UMW Purpose 

during the past twelve months. Both the York River District (YRD) and the Virginia Conference United 

Methodist Women held Annual Meetings virtually in 2021.  
 

Despite COVID-19 restrictions during the past year, local units across Virginia accomplished 

much to benefit women, children and youth. During the Annual Meeting held October 23, it was 

reported that candle burning donations to the Virginia Conference UMW totaled $27,101.94, 

enough to support the worldwide mission of UMW for 12 ½ hours. The YRD ranked 1st in can-

dle burning donations. The YRD ranked 2nd in number of Rainbow Givers and had the 

highest number of Gold Star Units in the Living Into Our Purpose evaluations. In the read-

ing program, the YRD ranked 1st with 110 readers reading 615 books. Well done, ladies! 
 

Debbie McDaniel of St. James UMC, Hampton, was elected Chair of the Virginia 

Conference Committee on Nominations, and Donna Turley of Wesley UMC, Hamp-

ton, was elected to serve on this committee. They join Melissa White of Providence 

UMC, Seaford, and Jeanette Yoh of Chestnut Memorial UMC, Newport News, who 

now serve on the Conference Mission Team as Vice President and Social Action Co-

ordinator, respectively. 
 

The YRD welcomed Rev. Dr. Charles Ledlum-Bates as District Superintendent in June 2021. 

He requested a virtual meeting with our Mission Team, which was held in September. Rever-

end Ludlem-Bates expressed his belief that, without United Methodist Women, there would 

be no United Methodist Church! He emphasized that he journeys with us as we build relation-

ships and make disciples, and he asked that we inform the District office of upcoming UMW 

functions so that he might join us as our partner in ministry. 
 

Thanks to First UMC Hampton, for hosting the YRD Mission team for a planning retreat in early November. 

A partial 2022 calendar is included in this newsletter. Please mark your calendar for the YRD training day for 

all officers on January 22, 9:30 AM. We plan to engage in several hands on mission projects in the spring. I’d 

love to hear your suggestions for mission projects in your community. 

 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving and Advent season. 

Mary Saylor 

 

 

A van load of clothing and shoes were deliv-

ered to the Wesley Community Service Center 

in Portsmouth by the Wesley, Hampton, 

UMW.  “Everything’s $1” in the new and im-

proved clothes closet which is open to commu-

nity shoppers two days each week. 
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Education & Interpretation:   

Spiritual Growth 

The 2022 Program Books have been ordered and received. Un-

fortunately the new Prayer Event Calendars have not been 

shipped. Hopefully the order will arrive in time to be distributed 

at the Prayer Breakfast in December along with the certificates 

and awards units earned this past year and the new Program 

Book for the coming year.  If there are any units wishing to have 

the last two items before December 9th contact me and I will 

make arrangements to deliver them before the Prayer Breakfast. 

My contact information is: phone 757-268-4217 or e-mail patfitz6@verizon.net  
 

I encourage all units to have members continue to read. If anyone has 

read a particular book she finds informative and meaningful, please 

share it with others. Perhaps someone in your unit would like to start a 

book club and include women from other groups outside the church. Be-

ing well read and informed makes us all better citizens. 
 

Blessings,                                                                                                                                                                      

Pat Fitzgerald, Reading Resource Secretary 

 

Reading Resource Secretary—Pat Fitzgerald 

Social Action—Jo Rawls 
Hi, my dear UMW friends.  I’ll begin with this Scripture from Matthew 19:14….Jesus said, “Let the 

little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 

these”.  The Gospel calls us to interrupt the school-to-prison pipeline and seek counseling, for all trou-

bled students, because of race, gender, class, and disabilities, with absolutely no discrimination used.   
 

The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act (HR4011/S2125), will 

replace federal funds for law enforcement officers in schools.  It will estab-

lish a grant program to add personnel and services that support mental 

health and trauma-informed services.  The bill directs the Dept. of Educa-

tion to award grants to local agencies to provide services that help these stu-

dents in elementary and secondary schools.  The most recent research shows that when schools offer 

youth a family-like atmosphere, innovative programming, holistic services and flexible planning, they 

will prevent or reverse the pipeline. The funds would also teach staff and teachers, along with surveil-

lance equipment, to be able to counsel students instead of handing them over for harsh disciplinary ac-

tions.   
 

Our students can be traumatized when there is a large amount of visible 

law enforcement, coupled with systemic biases and failures that lead to 

criminalization of typical anti-social adolescent behavior.  One research-

er stated that she couldn’t believe what it’s like to have this tragic thing 

happen and everyone is just pretending like everything is fine!  There is 

widespread urgency that action should be taken now.  Ladies, our vigi-

lance is to help students feel safe at school.  Let us help by sending letters to our Senators and Con-

gressmen/women to ‘stop the pipeline.’  For great information on this bill, go to www.congress.gov/

HR4011.  

 

May God’s peace and protection be with you always!    

    Jo Rawls, Coordinator of Social Action 

mailto:patfitz6@verizon.net
about:blank
about:blank
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Education & Interpretation Coordinator 

—Dana Freeman 

Thank you to all the units who submitted LIOP forms for the past year.  It is so great for us to see the 

report of your activities and the creative ways you develop in order to Live into our Purpose! 
 

faith, hope and love in action. 

FAITH 
Thousands of women participate in our reading programs and educational opportunities annually to 

grow spiritually, become more deeply rooted in Christ and put faith into action. 

HOPE 
Our national mission institutions empower women, care for children, educate and equip youth, care 

for the neglected, advocate for social justice issues, create economic opportunities and strengthen 

neighborhoods. 

LOVE 
Our members give out of their love for the world and provide financial support for national mission 

institutions, higher education scholarships for international students, and 121 programs taking place 

in 110 countries. 

ACTION 
United Methodist Women members’ voices are heard around the world as they call for justice on is-

sues such as immigration, human trafficking, domestic violence, health care and the environment. 
 

The italicized words above came from the Virginia Conference UMW website.  The reports of your 

activities on the LIOP forms get combined with all the reports from around the Conference so such 

statements can be made.  What you do as a small group may seem not very much, but just as many 

hands make light work, many small activities add up to a great contribution to better our world. 
 

There is a new LIOP form for 2021 – 2022 that is attached and is also available on the 

Conference website.  Please use it to help plan your activities for the year which started 

September 1.  Thank you for the many ways you are living into the purpose of United 

Methodist Women! 
 

Dana Freeman 

United Methodist Day at  

General Assembly 2022 

 

Registration is now open for General 

Assembly Day on Jan 27, 2022 in Rich-

mond.  Use the link below to register for 

the event.   

 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/

index.php?eventid=646595& 

 

Contact Jeanette Yoh, Social Actions for the VAUMW conference for questions. 

jeanette.yoh@gmail.com    

(757)871-1459 

2022 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595&
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595&
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach— 

Julianne Rosas 

Early Registration fee: 
$330 (available Sept. 1–Nov. 30, 2021, which includes lunch on Friday and Saturday) 

After the early bird registration ends, the registration fee for in-person is $365.00; virtual is 

$235.00; and is good Dec. 1, 2021 - April 11, 2022 

Registration closes April 11. (Proof of vaccination required at time of registration. Visit the FAQ 

page for assistance.) 

+ Travel expenses 

+ Hotel expenses: 
$158–$203 per night for up to four people (double/double room) 

+ Meal expenses 
Friday and Saturday—breakfast and dinner 

Sunday—breakfast 

+ Early Registration fee for virtual: 
$199 (available Sept. 1–Nov. 30, 2021) 

"Ladies, I have 

made the hard de-

cision to ZOOM 

the 2022 Assem-

bly.  I have so en-

joyed going on the 

bus with you over 

the many, many 

years but this pan-

demic is worri-

some.  See Page 6 

and register for 

ZOOM with 

me.   If someone 

would like to take 

over the bus trip I 

will be glad to 

send you Wise 

Tours information 

- they do all the 

work!  It is an 

awesome experi-

ence.—Joyce 

Winston 

buckrow-

beach@gmail.com 

mailto:buckrowbeach@gmail.com
mailto:buckrowbeach@gmail.com


Assembly 2022. Orlando, Florida. May 20-22, 2022 
  

Conference, district and unit leaders and members are called on to invite and encourage attendance at 

Assembly 2022.  Attendance should reflect the inclusiveness of United Methodist Women: racial/ethnic 

diversity, persons employed and not employed, all ages, inside or outside the United Methodist Church, 

country and city dwellers, UMW members and prospective members. 
  

ASSEMBLY 2022 UPDATES—NEW SPEAKERS, PERFORMERS AND MORE 
 

NEW CLIMATE JUSTICE SPEAKER 

Heather McTeer Toney, Moms Clean Air Force/Environmental Defense Fund 

Elected at age 27, Heather McTeer Toney was the first African-American, first female and youngest to 

serve as mayor of Greenville, Mississippi, from 2004 to 2012. In 2014, she was appointed by President 

Barack Obama as regional administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency’s Southeast Region. 

She currently serves as the climate justice liaison for the Environmental Defense Fund and senior advi-

sor to Moms Clean Air Force, two affiliated organizations that represent over 3 million environment 

allies committed to fighting climate change and protecting children from the dangers of air pollution. 
  

CO-MUSIC DIRECTORS ANNOUNCED 

Grace Pugh Hubbard, music director of multiple UMW national events such as Mission u’s, National 

Seminar and other conferences across The United Methodist Church, will join Assembly as a co-music 

director. She will be joined by the talented Makeda McCreary, a Leadership Development Days song 

leader, who also leads an all-female faith-based singing group called Urban Doxology. 
 

YOU CAN SWITCH TO VIRTUAL LATER—Many members are asking if they register now for the 

in-person event, can they change their minds later and switch that registration to virtual. The answer 

is yes. You can switch and get a refund for the difference minus a $5 processing fee. So, register now. 

https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?

Activity-

ID=36844&StepNumber=1&PromotionCode=IP&v=ZTAyMTA1ZmQtYTEyYS00ZjQ3LWI0Y2UtOD

UyMDBhMmQwZDQw It helps us to plan better, using more accurate budget projections. 
  

MEMBER TURN IT UP! PERFORMANCES—We’d like to invite member groups to apply to bring 

your groups to perform on the large stage at Assembly 2022! We honor and celebrate the varied cul-

tures and talents of our members from all over the country and the world. We can offer several slots for 

performance before the beginning of our Community Gatherings or Worships at Assembly. It could be a 

choir, dance group, musicians' group, cultural traditions sharing and more. We do prefer groups vs. indi-

vidual performances. You may use a track or one pianist to accompany you. Groups must pay their own 

way to attend Assembly. Please send a link to a video of your group 

to performancesAssembly2022@unitedmethodistwomen.org for review by January 1. We will let you 

know those for whom we have slots by February 1. 
  

MEETING SAFELY—Orange County Convention Center in Orlando (OCCC) 

The OCCC is the first since the pandemic to receive the Global Biorisk Advisory 

Council STAR re-accreditation and start a medical concierge program. They have 

hosted more than 130 conferences since July 2020. The mayor of Orlando has, 

many months ago, required all convention center employees to be vaccinated. To 

learn more, go to this video link: https://www.occc.net/MeetingSafely. 
  

                                  We look forward to seeing you in Orlando, Florida! 
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach— 

Julianne Rosas 

http://email.eventrebels.com/ls/click?upn=LG-2BsHvhfDmar1ef-2BLwXQWGPiDzwk25tGCjfKDuVrL7uYnveLydmcSg-2FCa3WZNAWByobSBDDSAmNzaT7fNswHboUFug5hP0HAfGp3-2BAS1PhY25W7AsaGII6AvznRb7Onh5Z1g_NQMBdW9fhgkhyh5azi5U70H-2BvXQQvS-2FB6btzPIAzOYu0jZqZak-2BSXj6pEC2bxukOnKM09n
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=36844&StepNumber=1&PromotionCode=IP&v=ZTAyMTA1ZmQtYTEyYS00ZjQ3LWI0Y2UtODUyMDBhMmQwZDQw
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=36844&StepNumber=1&PromotionCode=IP&v=ZTAyMTA1ZmQtYTEyYS00ZjQ3LWI0Y2UtODUyMDBhMmQwZDQw
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=36844&StepNumber=1&PromotionCode=IP&v=ZTAyMTA1ZmQtYTEyYS00ZjQ3LWI0Y2UtODUyMDBhMmQwZDQw
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=36844&StepNumber=1&PromotionCode=IP&v=ZTAyMTA1ZmQtYTEyYS00ZjQ3LWI0Y2UtODUyMDBhMmQwZDQw
mailto:performancesAssembly2022@unitedmethodistwomen.org
http://email.eventrebels.com/ls/click?upn=LG-2BsHvhfDmar1ef-2BLwXQWGPiDzwk25tGCjfKDuVrL7t3PzJCz0VjKaOlMFh3PYB0z1MKw1irzcMfipeJ3FkMRaTwLMsdEHmd0rYJFdHFqXSHZtd2ovz6KC7AcR1wtLGVGzbY_NQMBdW9fhgkhyh5azi5U70H-2BvXQQvS-2FB6btzPIAzOYu0jZqZak-2BSXj6pEC2bxukOnKM09nq0xL
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Faith Talks 
 

“In everything, give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” Paul wrote those words to a 

first century church in Thessalonica, and they’re still words to live by to have inner peace here in the 

21st century. 

 

Join our live recording of Faith Talks, Nov. 18, 2 pm ET when we’ll discuss living with gratitude with an es-

teemed guest panel that includes: 

Amanda Choi, United Methodist Women’s Assistant Treasurer for Mission Funding; 

Ghylian Bell, founder and director of The Urban Yoga Foundation (UYF) since 2007; and more. 

 

Register for Faith Talks on Living with Gratitude, November 18, 2 pm ET at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3GRWtVIfT6aUR_j9D8EBXg 

 

I look forward to “seeing” you there! 

 

In Love, 

Jennifer R. Farmer, Host 

United Methodist Women 

UMW District Mission Team 2022 
  

President: Sylvia Rumsey, First UMC, Hampton 

Vice-President: Mary Saylor, Wesley UMC 

Secretary: Jo Rawls, Chestnut Memorial 

Treasurer: Joan Heaton, Grace UMC 

Spiritual Growth: Amy Oliver: Chestnut Memorial 

Education and Interpretation: Dana Dunham, Tabernacle UMC, 

Poquoson 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach: Julie Rosas, Lower UMC 

Secretary of Program Resources: Patricia Fitzgerald, Wesley UMC 

Social Action: To Be Announced 

Communications: Nancy Gumbert, Wesley UMC       Parliamen-

tarian: Joyce Winston 

Archivist: Ruth Ann Sprague          Nominations Chair: Annie Scott, Chestnut Mem. 
 

UMW Nominations Members for 2022 

Edna Barr: Trinity UMC, Poquoson    Judy Castagnola:  Salem UMC 

Ann Fary: Salem-Gloucester Point          Pat Gwaltney: Lower UMC 

Janet Bleakley: Trinity UMC    Janet Taylor: Parkview UMC 

Annie Scott:  Chestnut Memorial UMC—Nominations Chair 
 

York River District UMW Committee for Racial Justice 2022  
Sylvia Rumsey     Julianne Rosas 

Jo Rawls      Nancy Ransome 

Jill Davis      Amy Oliver 

Janet Henke 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=OM07VJfvJcZLjRm350ZdsPvRWsPxKsh0PA04OA1WvPwn9WcFLolTfg
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=5E97no_sBReB36gscXmcesSouVtFO8KVwypJaLiniSkd8v61vZs_Ww
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    Treasurer—Joan Heaton 

 

 
 Nomination Committee—Annie Scott 

 

I am so honored to serve with your York River District United Methodist Women’s Mission Team. 

Our members are excited to knit together a year of service and learning. We are blessed throughout 

the District with many gifted women who serve at all levels. We are thankful for those who have 

agreed to commit to sharing their gifts at the District level. We are looking for someone to step into 

the position of Social Action chair and help us complete our team. 
 

Thank you to our committee members: 

Janet Taylor, Parkview UMC 

Ann Fary, Salem UMC – Gloucester 

Pat Gwaltney Lower UMC 

Judy Castagnola, Salem UMC-Gloucester 

Edna Barr, Trinity UMC-Poquoson 

Janet Bleakley, Trinity UMC-Newport News 
 

       Your Sister in Christ, Annie Scott 

Hi Ladies, 
 

I don’t know about all of you, but I will be so happy when we can finally have our special meetings 

together instead of via ZOOM. I am looking forward to our Advent Prayer Breakfast, and hope to see 

many of you there.  I have 5 and 6 Star Giving Certificates and Rainbow Pins, and will have them with 

me at the breakfast, which is fast approaching. If you are planning to attend the breakfast, please let me 

know.  When the Prayer Calendars arrive, Pat Fitzgerald and maybe a couple of the other members of 

our Executive Board will be able to hand deliver many of these items to your units before the end of 

the year if we don’t see you at Prayer Breakfast.   
 

I was not able to attend the Virginia Conference UMW Annual Meeting, but I heard that the York Riv-

er District contributed the most money for Candle burning of all the districts in the Virginia Confer-

ence.  Great job! 
 

Just to let you know I have some Christmas Cards available for purchase.  If you want 

to give someone a “little something” as a present, buy a Christmas card.  The money 

will go into our Pledge to Mission, and rather than have another knick knack to dust, 

the recipient of your card will know that money has been given to help women and 

children somewhere in the world.  I will have them with me at our Ad-

vent Prayer Breakfast if anyone is interested.  Not going to the break-

fast, just drop a check in the mail and I will get a card right out to you. 

 

Wishing all of you a very Happy Thanksgiving, a very Blessed Christmas and  

 a Happy New Year. Joan Heaton 

The question has been asked "Am I still collecting pop tabs?  Yes. The money 

we get from them goes to missions.  
 

Joyce Winston buckrowbeach@gmail.com 

mailto:buckrowbeach@gmail.com


Spiritual Growth—Amy Oliver 
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St. James United Methodist Women Team 
participated in the Peninsula CROP Walk on Oc-

tober 17, 2021 that was Sponsor by Grace United 

Methodist church.  This endeavor was to help raise 

funds to fight hunger both locally and globally.  It 

was our way to help families who are struggling 

with hunger and concerned about where they will 

find their next meal.  The walk also was an oppor-

tunity of living in our purpose in taking action to 

make sure that more than one person has enough to eat.   St. James UMW Team 

raised $1,510 and collected an abundance of shoes for the THRIVE Peninsula with the help of St. James con-

gregation, family, and friends. 
 

St. James UMW Team:  Evette Smalls Cooper, Evonne Thompson, Debbie McDaniels, Diana Wynder, and 

Nancy Ransome (Team Captain) 

York River District Units in Action 

Central UMW pumpkin painting crew enjoy a break from the ac-

tivities at Port Fun Park in Mathews.  They joined 3 Rivers Healthy Fami-

lies for a day of painting pumpkin faces and lunch at the park and we can’t 

tell who enjoyed it more, the adults or the kids.  A great event for everyone. 

About 25 in attendance. 

 

 

Central United Methodist  

Women in Mathews, VA  
recently gave 24 UMCOR Hygiene kits to a local organizations called 

Hands Across Mathews, in Mathews County.  In keeping with the re-

strictions of the pandemic, this donation was in lieu of sending these kits 

to the annual Virginia Conference for the United Methodist Church glob-

ally. Martha Arnold, President , Central UMW presents Maurine Frank, 

Vice President of Hands Across Mathews with one of 24 kits collected by 

Central UMC in Mathews. 

Communications—Nancy Gumbert 
  

Every year at our YRD training meeting, we send out the updated York River District UMW directory.  

Please contact me with any changes to your group’s president or your UMW contact information. Please 

check this year’s directory to make sure the information is correct.  Contact me as soon as possible with any 

changes in contact information. Deadline January 10, 2022. 

  

The next bridge deadline is January 31st.  Send me information and/or pictures showing 

what your UMW unit has been doing during the pandemic.  

Blessings, Nancy Gumbert 
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York River District United Methodist Women Annual Conference 

Via Zoom September 25, 2021 Via Zoom 
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