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PURPOSE 
  
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
shall be a community of women 

whose PURPOSE is  
to know GOD and  

to experience FREEDOM   
as whole persons through  

JESUS CHRIST;  
to develop a creative, 

supportive FELLOWSHIP;  
and to expand 

CONCEPTS OF MISSION  
through participation  

in the global  ministries  
of the church. 

Alka Seltzer Time 
Plop, plop, fizz, fizz, oh what a relief it is to know from your accomplish-
ments that you have faithfully continued to do what the Lord has asked 
you to do by caring for women, children, and youth. God chose you, and 
you chose to become a part of United Methodist Women. 

We are each ordinary women who follow the call to do extraordinary 
things because God equipped us. Christianity is not for the faint of heart, 
but rather for the fearless heart, because we know from whom our 
strength lies. 

Our calling is honorable. Our calling is biblical; our calling is necessary. 
Without United Methodist Women, who would help. Who would serve? 

You are smart and creative. You can figure out how to continue to serve 
those who need you so much. How you serve may look different and feel 
different, but you can persevere, and for the sake of those you serve, you 
will persevere because you know how much you are needed. 

Thank you Thank you! Thank you! 

Nancy Walsh 
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I am thankful for having been in the virtual presence of many VA Conference United Methodist Women at our 49th Annual Meeting 

held on Saturday, Oct. 23!   Of course, we miss so much the time spent together when we’ve been able to gather in person:   the 

hugs we could give and receive, the meals we would get to share, the extra time to catch up, and the stimulating small group dis-

cussions for our Souls we so enjoyed!  However, I am heartened and hopeful as a result of the many new – even wider - opportuni-

ties and connections we can benefit from by using the technologies we have been made to adopt and adapt to since the COVID-19 

pandemic swept the world in 2020!   

At our recent Annual Meeting, I was heartened and hopeful to hear of the plans that our forward-thinking national organization 

leaders have been working on…the New Wineskins Campaign…and will preview at the TURN IT UP! 2022 ASSEMBLY – both virtual-

ly, or in person in Orlando in May, 2022!  I’m excited…are you??!!  In a recent Faith Talk Panel and from reactions at our Exec. 

Committee meeting on Oct. 22nd,  many of us were excited with what we heard,  (check it out here United Methodist Women - 

United Methodist Women are Members and Leaders, if you haven’t heard it yet for the recorded podcast – UMW Future - New 

Wineskins Campaign).   At our Annual Meeting, we were greeted and inspired with a video message from Harriet Jane Olsen who 

talked about the RELEVANCE of our organization, which we ALL recognize is NOT an area in which United Methodist Women strug-

gle!  ENGAGEMENT is an area of struggle in terms of ways we gather and organize as we see a need to REFRESH UMW…drawing 

the circle wider as the hymn says!  We need to look for the new ways God is Working…while we “Stay at home in UMW!” because 

the “Work Women do in the World is urgently needed at such a time of this!”  

It’s an interesting thing to me that these questions (which were raised at the Faith Talk I mention above):   

•What is succeeding? 

•Where are the gaps?  

•Where are the opportunities for growth? 

•What are the things we could be doing better – according to your context?  …. 

…are so similar to the ones I have also heard in very recent UMC District Leadership Zoom sessions with our District Superinten-

dent about BIG Questions for discerning A New Annual Conference Structure. So, I would say to us all:      For our Beloved Organi-

zation… and our Beloved Church….  

•What are our Dreams? 

•What are our Hopes? 

•What are our Expectations?  

Dear UMW sisters, these thoughts have been rolling around in my head and I am confident that no matter what, God isn’t through 

with us and is calling us to stay hopeful, faithful and called to action for Living Into Our Purpose as United Methodist Women!  As 

our Keynote Speaker Rev. Seonyoung Kim reminded us in her message at Annual Meeting, God says in John 15:16 ”You didn’t 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that could go and produce fruit… (faith, hope and love in action for women, chil-

dren and youth).. so that your fruit will last forever.“ 

Dear Lord, 

Challenging and creative decisions must be made… In our World which You created, in our Nation, Church and Organization…      

we hear you, Lord!  You are calling us to recognize New Things we can do to create a Beloved Community, “a culture of transform-

ative innovation and responsiveness.” Give us ears to hear your Voice and to listen as you nudge us in the direction You would 

have us to go!  AMEN. 

Vice President, Melissa White 

Melissa White 

Vice President 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
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Treasurer 

Linda Borror 

CONTRATULATIONS TO ALL THE SIXTEEN DISTRICTS for your achievements during the period of September 1, 2020 

through August 31, 2021.  I want to share with you the accomplishments made for the following programs: 

Candle Burning total for this reporting period was $27,101.94 in comparison to $29,018.85 for the previous reporting 

period.  This amount assisted in the work of missions around the world for 12 hours and 35 minutes.  Those districts 

that were recognized at the Annual Meeting were: 

 1st Place – York River District - $6,470.07 
 2nd Place – Farmville District - $3,215.00 
 3rd Place – Elizabeth River District - $2,909.00 
Thanks to the other districts that collected considerable amounts of money for Mission Giving. 
 
5 & 6 Star:  These were awarded by the number of 5 & 6 star units compared to total number of units: 
1st Place – Rappahannock River District – 64% 
2nd Place – Harrisonburg District – 52% 
3rd Place – Arlington District – 41% 
There were 6 Districts who were in the 30% participation level. 
 
Rainbow Givers 
1st Place – Winchester District – 18 givers 
2nd Place – York River District – 16 givers 
3rd Place – Staunton District – 15 givers 
 
The Conference approved $375,000 as the pledge for Mission Giving in 2022 and this amount is attainable!! 
 
One scholarship application was received for the Katherine Kyle Memorial Fund and was awarded to Renyatta Banks, 
Wesley Community Service Center, to assist with on-line tuition at UVA, in the amount of $1,300.00. 
 
As of third quarter, we had met 55% of our pledge of $500, 00.00, so we hope for a good and generous fourth quarter 
report. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!! 
Blessings 
Linda  
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So goes the UMW, So goes the Church 

Ladies,   Much of this article was penned by J M Gallier and reviewed by CON- Committee on Nominations members—this Just 
proves what teamwork can accomplish. Ladies, each district should be able to have at least 4 officers who will lead the units.  
We cannot be passive, we must be aggressive in order for this wonderful, loving group of women to remain a help to women 
and children throughout the world. As I read the officer listings for 2023 at the end of 2022,  I challenge these new district teams 
to list an excited new slate of ladies. 

As this was my last meeting – I am so grateful for the help, insight, compassion given by this great CON team.  

 I am very hopeful that UMW is turning the corner and that we all will learn from the “UMW New Wine Skins Program” to be 
presented in 2022, Be ready ladies!! 

The CON Report: 

 The 2021 VA Conference UMW Committee on Nominations members are Karen Bragg (Chair), Betsy Hanmer (Sec), J.M. Gallier, 
Libby Keyser, Debbie McDaniels , Mary Jane Rawley, Nancy West, Carolyn Patterson, and Carolyn Woodrum. 

The committee met several times over the course of the year and is pleased to present a full slate for voting at the October 2021 
VA Conference UMW Annual meeting to fill all vacant positions. 

At the October meeting, Karen opened the floor to discussion on how find new women interested in serving as District UMW offic-
ers.  Prior to the meeting, Karen provided an email summary of responses she received on this topic and her own observations 
regarding her district.  Discussion ensued.  All were in agreement that people seem willing to work on specific, shorter-term task 
but are unwilling to agree to the longer, two-year commitment of a District UMW Mission Team member.  Two comments reso-
nated within the group.   
1) Carolyn Woodrum stated that the Winchester District UMW Mission Team set up a task force) to plan their August District 
UMW event.  A District UMW President was on the task force; however, the primary members of the task force are local unit presi-
dents.  The local unit presidents responded very favorably to being included in the planning of the event. 
2) Debbie McDaniels stated that her unit, St. James UMW, uses committees to plan events with oversight from the District UMW 
Mission Team.  The committees are made up of persons from local units. 
3) Some of the districts have been creative as they brought in new members or repurposed  the existing teams. Thanks for good 
input from Farmville and Rappahannock  
 

Both Carolyn and Debbie opined that an event planned using members of local units provide various benefits: 
a) The local units feel more ownership of an event when part of the planning & execution. 
b) Involving leaders from local units allows the District UMW Mission Team members to observe and see talent that might fit at 
the District UMW level. 
c) Involving local unit leaders allows these individuals to understand more clearly what it means to serve at the District UMW level. 

This paradigm of using local unit leaders to help plan & execute District UMW events was well received by the remaining com-
mittee members.  

Members of the Committee briefly discussed concerns about the structure of the District Mission Teams and what it will mean for 
United Methodist Women if/when the Conference reduces the number of districts.  All agreed that some new ways of promoting 
and enticing women into UMW are and will be needed. 

Discussion also encompassed regret over the number of local units that are closing.  Nancy West shared that the following state-
ment was made to her by a former pastor at a UMW event in Blackstone: (So goes the UMW, So goes the Church) Nancy observed 
that our UMW membership is dwindling and our UMC membership is dwindling. 

Karen Bragg, Mary Jane Rawley, Nancy West, and Carolyn Woodrum will leave the Committee on Nominations at the end of 2021.  
Fellow members express their appreciation to these ladies for their service. 

Karen Bragg 

Nominations 
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The state elections are now over and the hard 

work of how we would like to see Virginia Social 

Justice Issues shaped are partially in our 

hands.  Speak up for those issues that you are 

passionate about.  One way is to register for Gen-

eral Assembly 2022 in Richmond. Registration is 

now open and you can register at https://

n a . e v e n t s c l o u d . c o m / e r e g / i n d e x . p h p ?

eventid=646595&.  Come join me on January 27, 

2022 and be my walking buddy.  It is always easi-

er if you are with friends.   

 

Another learning tool that I would like to recom-

mend are the JUST ENERGY FOR ALL webinars 

held the third Wednesday of each month at 3 pm 

@ unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all-

webinars.  This past webinar was on Electric Ve-

hicles (EV). It was pointed out that by eliminating 

diesel exhaust emission that contribute to the for-

mation of ground level ozone we would improve 

air quality in our communities and  by replacing 

all of the country’s diesel powered transit buses 

with electric buses we could eliminate approx 

more than 2 million tons of greenhouse gas emis-

sions each year.   

 

Finally, I invite all of you to become familiar 

with  umcreation.org which provide tips for caring 

for our planet.  Two of the tips for November are 

swapping out your families meat-based dish for a 

plant based one.  If a family of four made this 

change just one time a week it would be the equiv-

alent of removing the emissions from driving a car 

for five weeks.  One other suggestion was to use 

boxes for shipping your packages.  Cardboard box-

es are clean, easy to reprocess and every ton that 

is reclaimed will save 17 trees.   

Be kind to our earth.   

 

 

 

Jeanette Yoh 

Social Actions  

Wellcome to a new year of reading for the Read-

ing Program!   

 

The Reading list has been extended from 2015 to 

2022. I now have some of the new books for the 

2021-2022 season.  

 

Thanks to the 9 District Secretaries of Program 

Resources that reported their books read.   

 

Districts reporting most books read:  

York River, 615;  

Lynchburg, 490;  

Richmond 483.  

 

Districts reporting most readers:   

York River, 110;  

Richmond, 65;  

Roanoke, 62.  

 

Because all United Methodist Women events 

through Mission Encounter will be virtual next 

year, I will not order study books for Mission En-

counter.  Participants will need to do that them-

selves.  I understand there will not be a Sampler 

package this year.  Watch for it in 2022.   

 

If you have trouble getting your Prayer Calen-

dars and Program books, contact:  

Andrew Cheu  

Communications, Operations Director  

Staff Liaison, Program Resources  

United Methodist Women  

ACheu@unitedmethodistwomen.org.  

  

Blessings and Happy Reading  

Marilyn Blagg,  

Secretary of Program Resources  

 

Program Resources 

Marilyn Blagg 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595&
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595&
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595&
http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all-webinars
http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all-webinars
http://umcreation.org/
mailto:ACheu@unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Greetings Sisters! 

Did you have a garden this year? My husband, Sam, and I live in a retirement community that 

has gardening spots for residents.  This was my husband’s first year ever of having a bountiful 

crop of beautiful tomatoes.  At our former home, the squirrels competed with the gardening, so 

we never experienced the joy of the harvest. So, canning became a full-time activity for about a 

month. Sam canned all kinds of sauces and I supported him with the clean-up.  I don’t really 

know how many jars were canned, but it was numerous.  Sam got a lot of joy in sharing the 

canned tomatoes with family and friends.  

“There are no canning jars in the kingdom.”  This was said by United Methodist Bishop Judith 

Craig (1937-2019) in a sermon on stewardship that was included in a 2008 book entitled 

Faithful Witnesses: United Methodist Theology of Religion.  In using this illustration, Bishop 

Craig was referring to a memory of an earlier time when jars and jars of produce were  “canned 

up” in her home during the summer and early autumn.   

Bishop Craig went on to tell the story of the manna for the Israelites in the wilderness of Sinai, 

Exodus 16:11-21. We all know the story, how God provided bread called manna to the Israelites 

as they were wandering through the dessert.  For this gracious gift of bread, they were given 

only two requirements: Don’t take more than you need so that everyone has enough to eat to-

day, and don’t save any for tomorrow, but know that God will always provide. You remember 

the story: some persons did not trust God and took more manna and the manna became spoiled.  

Bishop Craig was saying, that for us manna is the accumulation of all the physical material 

God has blessed us with in this life and that God gives us all we need for each and every day. 

Grace cannot be stored up or “canned up” for future use. 

Our 2022 Virginia Conference Pledge to Mission Giving is $375,000.00, which is a significant 

decrease from last year’s pledge.  It is hoped that we will continue to be generous givers, to give 

no matter the circumstances.  Let’s not “can up” and store away the blessings we receive from 

our loving God.  Just because our pledge has been reduced, let us not be tempted to give less. 

Under the circumstances, let us strive to give more!  Above all, may we know with assurance 

that when we give, God’s power is at work in us and in our organization.  Each person’s gift 

grows when added to the gifts of other givers, enabling us to be a powerhouse of blessings for 

women, children and youth who are in need all over the world.  

It has been my privilege to serve as Coordinator of Education and Interpretation for the past 

four years.    

I welcome my successor, Carolyn Woodrum, Winchester District, to the position. 

 

God’s peace and joy, 

Brenda NeSmith 

Mission Education & 

Interpretation 

Brenda NeSmith 
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women  

2022 Calendar of Events 

Spiritual Growth 

 Greetings, 

Laity Sunday was recognized on October 17 by many churches. I hope you all had the opportunity to enjoy 
the Celebrating Laity Sunday from our Conference Lay Leader, Martha Stokes. If not, I hope you will take the 
time to do so. The theme came from 2 Timothy 1:3-7 (NRSV). The theme for this year is RISE UP AND RE-
VIVE GOD’S GIFT. Martha provided the link to worship resources. The resource link is downloadable as a 
PDF. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/laity-sunday-2021-rise-up-and-revive-gods-gift#overview 

Even though October 17 was set aside as Laity Sunday, it can be observed any Sunday. I had the opportuni-
ty to deliver the Laity message to a church that I filled in for the Pastor, who was out on sick leave on October 
17. I was asked by my Pastor to deliver the sermon to my church on October 31, so I delivered the Laity mes-
sage that Sunday at my church. Each service proved to have great meaning to me .  

The resources give the background for Laity Sunday and speaks of reviving our gifts. It was especially mean-
ingful as it suggest to think and give thanks for those people who loved us into our leadership roles.  

Please also remember our missionaries in your prayers, who are so willingly sharing their gifts near and far.   

Blessings, 

Mary Jeffries 

UMW Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator  

Mary Jeffries 

Jan 8, 2022 Mission Team Planning Mtg Zoom 

Jan 27, 2022 UM Day at General Assembly TBD 

Mar 25, 2022 Ex Com Mtg Zoom 

May 1, 2022 Spiritual Life Retreat Zoom 

June 4, 2022 UMW Day at Ferrum Ferrum College TBD 

June 16 – 18, 2022 Virginia Annual Conference Hampton 

June 11, 2022 Pre-Annual Conference UMW “Brunch” Zoom 

July, 2022 Mission Encounter TBD 

Sept 16 - 17, 2022 Young Women’s Retreat Camp Overlook, Keezletown 

Zoom (Sept. 17, 2022) 

Oct 1, 2022 Budget Mtg Zoom 

Oct 21, 2022  Ex Com Mtg TBD 

Oct 22, 2022 50th Annual Mtg TBD 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/laity-sunday-2021-rise-up-and-revive-gods-gift#overview
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UNIT SURVEY (FORMERLY CENSUS) 
  
The 2021 Unit Survey (formerly, Census), which usually opens in late fall, is postponed until early 
2022, the results of which will serve as a baseline for unit feedback on the new brand and National 
Membership Model (NMM). This is part of the New Wineskins campaign. 
  
ASSEMBLY 2022 – TURN IT UP! 
  
Imagine seeing thousands of women united again in one place and time where hope is in the air. 
Women ready to heal, ready to celebrate and ready to act. 
  
United Methodist Women’s Assembly happens only once every four years.  
  
Assembly 2022 happens May 20-22, 2022, at the Orlando Convention Center in Orlando, Florida. 
And for the first time, we have the option of an in-person OR virtual experience. 
  
As you know, United Methodist Women is moving into an era of change and growth. The Matthew 9 
scripture passage on NEW WINESKINS says it all: new wine needs the flexible space for maturing. 
United Methodist Women is working to make the organization more inviting to more women. They 
have done the research to learn what women want and they are preparing NEW WINESKINS FOR 
OUR SISTERHOOD.  AND they are: 
  
TURNING IT UP! with ways to help women connect with God, with each other and to make a differ-
ence in the world. Assembly 2022 is the first large gathering where we will experience NEW WINE-
SKINS together. 
  
For the first time, UMW’s Leadership Development Days will take place at Assembly. All conference 
officers at any stage of their term are encouraged to attend Assembly 2022 to take part in the lead-
ership workshops developed for their specific leadership roles as well as networking with other 
UMW leaders.  District and unit leaders may also choose those workshops. 
  
Deadline for early-bird registration fees for in-person and virtual attendance end November 30, then 
the fee goes up. Details on all things Assembly except for housing is at www.assembly2022.org.  
  
For housing, the Virginia Conference UMW has a block of rooms at the Hilton Orlando. The block 
ends December 1, with open reservations after that on space available basis. The links to this and a 
summary of Assembly information, is at https://www.vaumw.com/events/. 
  
I am serving as the Virginia Conference UMW Liaison for Assembly 2022.  Please let me know any 
questions you may have and to be put on a share-a-room list. 
  
Marlene Dakita 
Mission Coordinator for Membership, Nurture & Outreach (MNO) 
703-244-4524 (cell) mdakita@comcast.net 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

Marlene Dakita 

http://www.assembly2022.org/
https://www.vaumw.com/events/
mailto:mdakita@comcast.net
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United Methodist Women Assembly 2022 
May 20-22, 2022 
Orlando, Florida 

 
PROMOTE ASSEMBLY 2022 
 
Conference, district and unit leaders and members are called on to invite and encourage attendance at As-
sembly 2022.  Attendance should reflect the inclusiveness of United Methodist Women: racial/ethnic diversity, per-
sons employed and not employed, all ages, inside or outside the United Methodist Church, country and city dwell-
ers, UMW members and prospective members.  
 
What is it? Why attend? Who will attend? 

Listen for answers in the recording of the September 8 virtual “TURN IT UP” Teatime kickoff for Assembly, which 

is now available on the Assembly website under “Promote”, as well as on United Methodist Women’s Facebook 

page.  Watch it to get excited about attending Assembly!  There are also a script for the teatime, flyers, inserts, 

PowerPoint and helps for promoting Assembly. And here is a starter: https://assembly2022.org/wp-content/

uploads/2021/03/UMW-2022-Promo_turn.mp4  

When promote Assembly? 

NOW!  Registration for in-person and virtual attendance opened September 1; the deadline to get early-bird fees 

is November 30. Virginia Conference’s block of rooms at the Hilton Orlando ends December 1, with open reserva-

tions after that.  How to register for the event and how to reserve a room are included in the attachment, along 

with much other information. 

Please promote Assembly 2022 to all women within your circle of influence, and ask them to pass the 

word on as well. 

 

ASSEMBLY 2022 – TURN IT UP! 
 
United Methodist Women’s Assembly happens only once every four years.   
 
Assembly 2022 happens May 20-22, 2022, at the Orlando Convention Center in Orlando, Florida 
 
Assembly 2022 will TURN IT UP! for spiritual healing and renewal, TURN IT UP! for women leaders, TURN IT 
UP! for justice for women, children and youth. 
 
Assembly 2022 will TURN IT UP! through worship, study, leadership development, organizing for justice, and 
great fellowship as United Methodist Women and our partners come together from all over the United States and 
the world. 

 
 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=ewcCpm3ZCWxWEdVsBtp-GlW-ormHGBRD8mpw1vXpDO9kKXtXgf2jAQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=T3VhvIe7GIix2mh-SCIcfhegJ18wlHVsW--Hn0ZWybuzMepx_8AYQQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=T3VhvIe7GIix2mh-SCIcfhegJ18wlHVsW--Hn0ZWybuzMepx_8AYQQ
https://assembly2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/UMW-2022-Promo_turn.mp4
https://assembly2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/UMW-2022-Promo_turn.mp4
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ASSEMBLY 2022 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE 
 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Ubuntu Day of Service (optional pre-event; additional fee) 
 
Friday and Saturday, May 20-21, 2022 
9:00 a.m. Community Gathering;  
11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Workshops & Experience Hall;  
5:30 p.m. Legacy Banquet (Saturday, optional, additional fee);  
7:00 p.m. Community Gathering 
 
Sunday, May 22, 2022 
9:00 a.m. Community Gathering; Assembly ends at noon 
 
See more details and added speakers, sessions, etc. at https://assembly2022.org/ . 

 
WORKSHOPS 
 
When you register for Assembly, you may sign up for one workshop on Friday and one workshop on Saturday. The 
list of workshops will be posted on the Assembly website, under the Event Info tab—Workshops drop-down menu, so 
you may review the options prior to registering and make a list of your top choices. 

 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT DAYS AT ASSEMBLY 2022 
 
For the first time, United Methodist Women’s Leadership Development Days will take place at Assembly! All confer-
ence officers at any stage of their term are invited and encouraged to come to Assembly 2022 to take part in the 
leadership workshops developed just for you. Experience everything Assembly has to offer, now including training for 
your specific leadership roles as well as networking with other United Methodist Women leaders. 

 
VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE OPTION 
 
For the first time, both in-person and online experiences are available, allowing even more women to partici 
pate and TURN IT UP! Virtual attendees receive access to all five Community Gatherings, one workshop on Friday 
and Saturday, exclusive behind-the-scenes speaker interviews, sisterhood networking, and more. Knowing you 
no longer pay for travel, hotel, and meals—this is a great bargain for the low early registration price of $199. Please 
know that your link for the virtual option can only be used with one device and cannot be shared. 

 
ROAD TO ASSEMBLY 
 
Traveling to Assembly could provide you with an opportunity to see a national mission institution! Go to this link to 
find national mission institutions along the way: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-fund/national-
mission-institutions/nmi-roster-by-state. Please contact the executive director in advance to schedule a visit.   
 
Please let Joyce Winston (buckrowbeach@gmail.com or 757-503-0044) know if you are interested in a bus trip to/
from Assembly in Orlando. This will not be a commitment at this time but will help her determine whether to pursue 
arrangements. 

 
VISIT ASSEMBLY2022.ORG FOR: 
• Updates, getting excited, and finding ways (including a marketing toolkit –flyers, bulletin inserts, video, etc.) to 

help let women in your life know about this amazing gathering.  

• Biblical foundation for the event 

• Who will benefit from the Assembly offering 

• Information on the first-ever option to attend virtually if you can’t attend in person 

• A way of supporting the Legacy Endowment Fund at the optional Legacy Banquet 

• A call for scholarships 

• Donating to the scholarship fund when you register online 

• MORE 
 
 
 

https://assembly2022.org/
http://email.eventrebels.com/ls/click?upn=lp8FXT9BadgVTYDTtsf61TTkhqXCNv6GpK92Vhbo7lYBcbnZolNEzhuPjElbaSEnkaSsnpI88b7Z3K-2BS3I88-2B74IPNoab-2FXsq3MM7iB6vCLjHzaYKyPn3SUygWvvIhRI2tmnX43jx-2FkQCNle-2FElGnw-3D-3DJ4Wf_NQMBdW9fhgkhyh5azi5U70H-2BvXQQvS-2FB6btzPIAzOY
http://email.eventrebels.com/ls/click?upn=lp8FXT9BadgVTYDTtsf61TTkhqXCNv6GpK92Vhbo7lYBcbnZolNEzhuPjElbaSEnkaSsnpI88b7Z3K-2BS3I88-2B74IPNoab-2FXsq3MM7iB6vCLjHzaYKyPn3SUygWvvIhRI2tmnX43jx-2FkQCNle-2FElGnw-3D-3DJ4Wf_NQMBdW9fhgkhyh5azi5U70H-2BvXQQvS-2FB6btzPIAzOY
mailto:buckrowbeach@gmail.com
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=gNf0deZENvGnswoWNaR5kA
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REGISTRATION  
(Opened Sept. 1, 2021 and closes April 11, 2022) at www.Assembly2022.org  
 
Early (Discount) Online Registration: Sept. 1, 2021 – Nov. 30, 2021 (Midnight PST)  $330 
Online (No Discount) Registration: Dec. 1, 2021 – April 11, 2022 (Midnight PST)   $365 
Paper Mail-in Form Registration (No Discount): Sept. 2, 2021 – April 11, 2022    $365 
Virtual Attendance Option Early Reg.:  Sept. 1, 2021 – Nov. 30, 2021 (Midnight PST) $199 
Virtual Attendance Option Registration: Dec. 1, 2021 – April 11, 2022 (Midnight PST) $235 
Optional Ubuntu Day of Service (Open until filled to capacity):        $75 
 
Note: Proof of vaccination and/or wearing a mask may be required onsite. 
Note: You must upload a copy of your Covid-19 vaccination card to register 
Note: Be sure to register as Virginia Conference, Southeast Jurisdiction 

 
HOUSING & VIRGINIA CONFERENCE ROOM BLOCK for May 19-21, 2022 
The Virginia Conference has a block of 40 rooms for each of Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights (May 19-21) at 
the Hilton Orlando.  The rate is $178 single/double (plus 14 ½% tax).   
 
UMWA has rooms available on pre/post event dates, available on a first-come basis when reservations are pro-
cessed. If any of the dates are sold out, your reservation will be placed on a waitlist for those nights. Waitlist reserva-
tions most likely will be confirmed. 
 
Housing opened September 1; room blocks held until Dec. 1. (Unused rooms will be returned to the general As-
sembly housing block after Dec. 1)  Orchid Events is the official and ONLY housing provider that UMWA is using to 
handle room blocks. Beware of unauthorized housing companies, websites, phone calls, emails, etc. not affiliated 
with Orchid Events, UMWA, or Visit Orlando. 
 
Make room reservations with Orchid Events online or by phone: 
Online: Go to https://book.passkey.com/go/UMWA2022 then click on Virginia Conference. 
Phone: Call Orchid Events at 888-341-3540 or 801-214-7283. Please ensure that you identify that you are with UMW 
Assembly 2022. 
 
Other hotels with non-Virginia Conference blocks of room are Hyatt Regency Orlando ($198), Rosen Centre ($174), 
and Rosen Plaza ($158) 
 
Individual attendees who would like to process their own reservations outside of a room block may contact Orchid 
Events customer care agents toll-free at 888-341-3540 starting Sept. 1. 
 
Roommates: Anyone in the Virginia Conference hoping to find a roommate(s) to share a room may contact me 
(Marlene Dakita) and I will put you in touch with each other as I gather names. You could go ahead and book a room 
to hold it with no cancellation charge. Reminder that our block of 40 rooms is held until Dec. 1 (see above.) 

 
MIX ’N’ MINGLE NETWORKING 
 
Attendees can gather in small groups in the Experience Hall around an activity or discussion topic of common in-
terest. Attendees will determine these activities and topics themselves: a game of charades to sharing pictures of 
grandchildren to tips for facilitating an effective meeting—anything to encourage connections among women in infor-
mal ways. Come with ideas for an activity or discussion you would like to lead in the Mix ’n’ Mingle space. A question 
on the registration form will help the Assembly planning team gauge interest in this member-led networking oppor-
tunity but does not guarantee space and time in the Mix ’n’ Mingle area.  
 

MOBILE APP AND SMART DEVICES 
 
Use the Assembly Mobile App to scan QR codes (for announcements and additional information) in Orlando. Bring 
an updated smartphone or tablet (2018 operating systems or higher) to fully enjoy all participation at Assembly. The 
free app will be available for Apple devices on the App Store and for Android devices on the Google Play Store. If 
you have an Apple phone, you will need to know your Apple ID to download the app. Download the app before you 
go to Assembly and familiarize yourself with the features. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.Assembly2022.org
https://book.passkey.com/go/UMWA2022
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NEW WINESKINS FOR OUR SISTERHOOD 
 
As you know, United Methodist Women is moving into an era of change and growth. Our Matthew 9 scripture pas-
sage on the new wineskins says it all: new wine needs the flexible space for maturation. United Methodist Women is 
working to make the organization more inviting to more women. They have done the research to learn what women 
want and they’re TURNING IT UP! with ways to help women connect with God, with each other and to make a differ-
ence in the world. Assembly 2022 is the first large gathering where we’ll experience this change together. 

 
 
INCENTIVE UPDATE 
 
Celebrate your love of United Methodist Women by bringing five friends who are new to United Methodist Women 
and get a special “I brought 5” button, along with a moment to stand up and be recognized in the General Sessions 
space. If the women are between the ages of 35 and 59, all the better. TURN IT UP! by helping to plant the seeds of 
growth for our sisterhood! 

 
LEGACY BANQUET 
 
Leaders, please plan to attend and invite others from your conferences to the inaugural Legacy Banquet in Orlan-
do at Assembly in 2022! As a special fundraising event to celebrate and grow The Legacy Endowment Fund, the sit-
down dinner will take place during Assembly on Saturday evening, May 21, 5-6:30 p.m. To purchase your ticket, 
please click HERE. A link to purchase a ticket will also be sent with each Assembly registration confirmation. Legacy 
Banquet tickets must be purchased separately from your Assembly registration. For questions, contact Christi Cam-
pos at ccampos@unitedmwethodistwomen.org. 
 
 

FURTHER COMMUNICATION 
Sign up for updates on Assembly 2022 directly at https://assembly2022.org/; click on “Get Updates”. 
 
I will pass on additional information as I receive it.  If you have questions, please contact me: 
 
Marlene Dakita 
Virginia Conference UMW Liaison for Assembly 2022 
Va. Conference UMW Mission Coordinator for Membership, Nurture & Outreach (MNO) 
703-244-4524 phone/text or mdakita@comcast.net  

http://email.eventrebels.com/ls/click?upn=LG-2BsHvhfDmar1ef-2BLwXQWGPiDzwk25tGCjfKDuVrL7uxYINyvaCnQLKvcZBF5TT-2FNpdB4H9No46a-2FvtrN-2Bs9LA-3D-3DRTqu_NQMBdW9fhgkhyh5azi5U70H-2BvXQQvS-2FB6btzPIAzOYu0jZqZak-2BSXj6pEC2bxukOnKM09nq0xL3vtYG-2BvaYvKNNPRvbCfgS0QcwneJ
mailto:ccampos@unitedmwethodistwomen.org
https://assembly2022.org/
mailto:mdakita@comcast.net
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Refreshing Our Brand 

Fall 2021 Report to Virginia Executive Team 

Change is uncomfortable, hard, messy. But change is a part of life, inevitable. Change can 
bring growth. And throughout it all, God remains with us. 

UMW surveyed women who are both members and non-members about what they were 
looking for in a faith-based organization, what impressions they had about UMW and our 
work, what was most important to them, how they wanted to gather and how they wanted to 
give. Key takeaways from the survey revealed desires for new ways to meet – online, at 
home, in coffee shops or libraries as well as at church. For new ways to give, including target 
giving. For new inspiring programs and new ways to engage women. For more training oppor-
tunities, tools, and templates for localized programs. For more diversity, reflecting our core 
values. For new ways to belong. For new options for influencing and impacting the world. 

Rebranding is an opportunity to upgrade our story, make our public image more positive. We 
want our brand to reflect that we are an organization that is inclusive, life-changing, bold, 
fresh, and spiritual. That through membership comes belonging, empowerment and rele-
vance. We want women to say, “I belong to a sisterhood and can put my faith into action to 
make a difference in the areas that matter to me.” 

So, in the next few months, watch for new ways to engage and join – a national membership 
model, local strategies, virtual membership tools and other membership tools. Watch for 
Thrive newsletter, a resource for inspiring ideas to nurture mind, body, and spirit. Soul Care 
Retreats for self-care and spiritual rejuvenation. A revamping of Mission u with three new 
curricula yearly, for children, youth, and adults, to provide deep meaningful engagement with 
Scripture. Watch for new ways to engage and give – the 5 channels of giving, as well as target-
ed giving, which allows members to give where they are passionate, increasing both giving 
and involvement. And watch for a new name! 

Our member journeys take us from being unaware of the organization, through trial involve-
ment, membership, and leadership. We have opportunities to Inspire - Soul Care, Spiritual 
Growth, Transformative Education, and Sisterhood Connections. We have opportunities to In-
fluence – Leadership Training, Sisterhood Connections. We have opportunities to Impact – 
Racial Justice, Social Justice, Climate Justice, Mass Incarceration Issues, and International 
Work. Change will happen. Let us Be Bold as we move forward into our next chapter! 

PAG Member 
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VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

2021 Mission Team 
CONTACT INFORMATION (The list for UMW use only, not for public postings) 

President   Nancy Walsh  540-662-5055  Nancy.walsh2019@outlook.com 
112 Country Club Circle, Winchester, VA 22602  c)540-303-5055 

              

Vice President   Melissa White   757-898-1861  Mel49white@yahoo.com 
109 Dawson Cres, Seaford, VA 23696      

 

Secretary   Frances Ellis  703-476-1127  VAUMWSecretary@gmail.com  
2933 Fox Mill Rd, Oak Hill, VA 20171      
 

Treasurer   Linda Borror  540-664-5912  Linda.borror1@gmail.com 
849 Grim Rd, Stephens City, VA 22655      

 

MISSION COORDINATORS 

Spiritual Growth    Mary Jeffries  434-227-0457  maryejeffries@gmail.com  
10839 Dyke Rd, Standardsville, VA 22973     
 
Membership, Nurture   Marlene Dakita   703-244-4524  mdakita@comcast.net 
& Outreach 

200 N Pickett St, #1410, Alexandria, VA 22304-2130     

 
Social Action   Jeanette Yoh  757-871-1459  Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com 
961 Edgewater Dr, Newport News, VA 23602     

 
Education& Interpretation  Brenda NeSmith  804-323-9134  Brendanesmith1@gmail.com 
2300 Cedarfield Pkwy, Apt, 379, Richmond, VA 23233      

  

Secretary of   Marilyn Blagg  540-396-6127  marilynblagg@hotmail.com 
Program Resources 

780 Little Mt Trail, Doe Hill, VA 24433      

 

Communications Coordinator Sarah Park  240-328-4196  umwlink@gmail.com 
31 Riggs Rd, Fredericksburg, VA 24405      shinjds1004@gmail.com 

Committee On Nominations Karen Bragg  434-369-4666  Braggk17@gmail.com 
Chairwoman 

184 Acres Ct, Lynch Station, VA 24571      

 

Hispanic Language  Margie Hernandez 703-431-7400   Hernandez429@comcast.net 

Coordinator 

235 Northumberland Dr, Stephenson, VA 22656         

mailto:Nancy.walsh2019@outlook.com
mailto:Mel49white@yahoo.com
mailto:VAUMWSecretary@gmail.com
mailto:Linda.borror1@gmail.com
mailto:maryejeffries@gmail.com
mailto:mdakita@comcast.net
mailto:Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com
mailto:Brendanesmith1@gmail.com
mailto:marilynblagg@hotmail.com
mailto:umwlink@gmail.com
mailto:shinjds1004@gmail.com
mailto:Braggk17@gmail.com
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is the quarterly newsletter published by The Virginia Conference United Methodist Women. It 
is the primary venue of communication from the Mission Team of the VA UMW to its members. 

President: Nancy Walsh 
Editor: Sarah Park, Communications Coordinator 

Announcements 
2022 Virginia United Methodist Day at the General Assembly 

 
Registration is open for The Virginia United Methodist Day at the General Assembly. Plan on joining us 
this year as we celebrate 30 years of advocating for all God’s people. The event will be held on Thursday 
January 27 and we cannot wait to continue the legacy with each of you. Early Bird registration starting right 
now! 
 
 Here is the link: https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595&   
 

 

 

Ferrum College Board of Trustees 

The Ferrum College Board of Trustees met October 1, 2021. Resolutions were approved in gratitude and 
appreciation of Mr. Sidney D Mason, a former member of the Ferrum College Board of Trustees and in es-
tablishment of an endowed scholarship in memory of Professor Richard Lee Saith, a world history scholar, 
teacher, and writer at Ferrum College. 

Reports were heard on Enrollment and Institutional Advancement. Fall 2021 enrollment is 842 with an av-
erage GPA of 3.17, twenty-six Boone Honors Scholars, and a 71% increase from 2020 in female student 
scholar athletes. 

Nancy Walsh 
Member Board of Trustees  

 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595&
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