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Virginia United Methodist Women’s
Virtual Annual Conference Breakfast

June 12 at 10 AM
Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 12th, a week before the Virtual VA Annual
Conference. On that date, the Conference United Methodist Women is inviting you
to virtually visit the Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth, VA, our only
United Methodist Women National Mission Institution in Virginia. Renyatta Banks,
Executive Director of The Wesley Center, will be our special guest and will tell us
about the Good Things Happening at The Wesley! We are calling this
our Annual Conference Virtual Brunch so settle into your Zoom Room
with a cup of coffee and refreshment of your choice, and join us at 10
am, Saturday, June 12th! If you aren’t available that day, we’ll record
and post it at vaumw.com! Please watch for more detailed information
and Registration soon!
I have been thinking a lot lately about the benefits that come from being a member
of United Methodist Women – the opportunities for Spiritual Growth, Serving and
Advocacy, Leadership Development and Transformative Education. Those of us
who filled out the 2020 Unit Survey for our unit may have been surprised with some
of the survey questions. However, over the years of my involvement in UMW beyond the local unit level, I have been most impressed with our leaders at the national
organization level and their planning and preparation for moving United Methodist
Women into the future…a future that may seem precarious and confusing.
I pondered over the categories and the question to select “the category your local
unit would most identify”: Impact – advocate for change on one or more of our Social Justice campaigns, be a part of partnerships for change; Influence – nurture and
development of women, young leaders; be mentors, network across generations; Inspire – participate in spiritual growth and development with the UMC and beyond,
practice soul care; and Local Service Projects – convening around the interest and
needs of the immediate community.
Two things I noted during my Conference Vice President training at the recent Leadership Development Days are kernels of wisdom I want to share with you as good
advice: Our priorities need to resonate with the community in which we live. Participate at your comfort level. (But I’ll add…be willing to Be Brave and Bold!!) Be
flexible and be willing to consider how we might do things differently.
Let us always remember that Together Everyone Accomplishes More.
I hope to see you on Zoom on May 15th for our Spiritual Life Retreat
“Peace Be With You” with Rev. Ileana Rosario, and for our Virtual
UMW Annual Conference Brunch with Renyatta Banks on June 12th!
Blessings and Love, Melissa White
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Our UMW President
YRDWord
UMWfrom
President—Sylvia
Rumsey
There are so many references to HOPE in our Holy Bible, especially in the New
Testament. Jesus’ parables and Paul’s letters spoke often of hope. In Romans
12:12 we read: “Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in troubles, and pray
at all times.” These have certainly been words to live by in this trying pandemic
time. Now, hopefully, we’re near the end of the sickness and suffering and can
return to what will probably be a new “norm.” Despite what we’ve missed,
we’ve adjusted. Most importantly, we know God’s been with us throughout and will continue to
guide us in the future. We do have hope!
Our two Spring events via Zoom are great examples of adjustment. For many who’ve
never visited the Wesley Community Service Center, Renyatta Banks’ virtual tour on
March 20 was a real treat. Their clothes closet needs men’s and women’s clothing,
especially office attire in larger sizes; contact Nancy Yarborough to plan a pickup
from your church. You have another chance to see and hear about WCSC on June 12
when Renyatta will be presenting at a Conference virtual get together, with donations
split between WCSC and mission giving. WCSC is located in Portsmouth and is one
of about 90 national mission institutions which our mission giving helps support. The
May/June 2021 response magazine highlights several of these institutions. Registration information
for June 12 is forthcoming.
Our May 1 social action event featured the VICPP Criminal Justice Reform Organizer,
who spoke to the serious and heartbreaking issue of the school-to-prison pipeline. See
Jo Rawls’ article for details and a May 1 e-mail to units containing a link to his remarks.
“Kits for Conference” will be different this year. A proposal is for hygiene and
school kits only. They will be distributed locally, along with canned and nonperishable food. District Site Coordinators will identify collection sites and to whom
items will be distributed. There may be a call for specific items also. We’ll send
more information to you as soon as we have it.
I trust several of you are signed up for Spiritual Life Retreat this month and are considering Mission
Encounter, both via Zoom. See page 8 for detailed information about courses and registration, for
which deadline is June 21.
What doesn’t change this year is my appeal for a recipient(s) of the
Lifetime Commitment Award. If your local unit would like to honor a
member who has exemplified living into the Purpose of UMW over
many years, please send a short essay of nomination to me at 23
Hankins Dr., Hampton, VA 23669 or by email to randsrum@aol.com
by July 1. A certificate will be presented and a donation made to the
Legacy Fund in the name(s) of the person(s) honored at our Annual Meeting on September 25.

Continue to keep in touch and I will too,
Sylvia
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach—Julie Rosas
Membership - Thank you for filling out your unit's survey for national UMWomen. Email me if you
need to know the census numbers they have for your unit from year to year.
Nurture - In the May 2021 edition of The Link, Conference MNO Marlene Dakita provided a write-up
about the online training courses UMWomen use for officers, which are now being opened up for districts and local units.
Outreach - MISSION ENCOUNTER registration is open and it is online-only for the first time. Methodists in VA will come together to deepen our understanding of mission and social justice. Consider registering with friends who've never been able to go. (https://vaumc.org/me)
Also, I'm moving next month from Lower UMC in Hartfield to Benn's UMC in
Smithfield, so my email is back to tulae333@gmail.com
Julianne Rosas

We have 3 extra Virginia UMW T-Shirts that need a good
home. There are one XLarge and two Large sizes. The original cost is $15.00 and the money goes to Mission Giving.
Contact Joyce Winston if
interested.
Email her at:
buckrowbeach@gmail.com

Education & Interpretation Coordinator—Dana Freeman
I hope this Spring you are finding new inspiration for Living into our Purpose with many opportunities
for service and fellowship opening up as we are vaccinated against COVID-19!
As has been reported here in the past, the Living into Our Purpose (LIOP) form which local organizations are asked to submit in early September each year (reporting on their activities from September the
previous year through August of the current year) has been reworked by the Conference to reflect the
times with which we are living. I hope you take a new look at some of the activities United Methodist
Women can use to contribute to our mission and continue to function into the summer to accomplish
some of them. The Conference has offered several ways to educate ourselves virtually and has made
“distance learning” and fellowship available to those of us who have access to technology. Please reach
out to your members who may be less tech oriented to keep them informed of what you are learning.
Local organizations will be recognized at the Gold, Silver, or Bronze level at the York
River District Annual Meeting. Thank you for the many ways you are living into the
purpose of United Methodist Women!
Blessings, Dana
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Social Action Mission Coordinator—Jo Rawls
Greetings dear friends. On Saturday, May 1st we invited Rev. Jamar Boyd, II,
VICPP Justice Reform Organizer, to join us for a gathering to discuss one of the
UMW major focus campaigns: The School to Prison Pipeline. It’s a term to refer
to the policies and practices that directly and indirectly push students out
of school and on a pathway to prison.
Copy the link below to share this recording with viewers:
https://zoom.us/rec/share/
iWvdSETYj94sWGTG81zwQKN7Gfiy0vIaawSQCt7TtDrjrMEL4DTkzp5WFub8475Z.FuCa8GChrT4C6YMq Passcode: jM#aEh4v
This push is to seek an end to the unjust arrests/suspensions/
expulsions that black/minority/disabled students face for minor
infractions in school. This criminalization of youth is not new.
But, finally, more is being done to stop it. Zero tolerance began
when hostility became overwhelming in classrooms across America in the 1970’s. In Virginia, black students make up 21% of the
population. Of these black students, arrests were up by 54% for
those that committed small breaches in the school policies. The
arrest percentage for white students was about 19% for committing
the same violations. Black/minority/disabled students are 3x more
apt to be arrested than their white peers, again, for the same disruption. We’ve seen first-graders get arrested! The punishment didn’t
fit the crime. School Resource Officers (SRO) were implemented
into the schools and are mostly from police departments. School
staff sometimes didn’t step up to the plate to protect these students so SRO’s were called first.
Many problems that affect some students are poor housing, broken homes, racism, language barriers, etc.
Fortunately, there’s good news. Redistricting communities have helped with gov’t elections for education. Advocacy groups such as Job Corp, Care in California, Foundation for Excellence in Education,
The Center for Education Reform: Center on Reinventing Public Education: help with student education
and promote more trade schools.
Ways that are helpful are to increase Social Workers and Mental Health professionals for schools, instead of using SRO’s. Reduce classroom size so teachers can spend more time with their students. And
by practicing Restorative Justice where each student involved with a crime, can sit down and discuss the
situation. The goal is to share their experience of what happened, who harmed who and how can the offender repair the harm they caused. De-escalate and diffuse these situations for better solutions is crucial!
Rev. Boyd also reminded us to contact our state Senators and Representatives about this topic and go to
School Board Meetings in your areas. Be informed!
The Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy is a
great place to begin!
(www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org)
by Jo Rawls
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Let Our Children Learn:
A UMW Virtual Bible Study on Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline
Thursdays
May 20, May 27, June 3, June 10
6-7:30PM ET / 5-6:30PM CT / 4-5:30PM MT / 3-4:30PM PT
Register here. https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vcOispzwtGdfoRKaSO_pwfAUJtgpDZuIP
You are invited to join United Methodist Women members and friends for a four-part Bible study on the
sacred place of children and youth in God's eyes, antiracism and interrupting the school-to-prison pipeline.
What can I expect?
This study includes four 90-minute sessions:
Embracing New Life (Colossians 3:1-17; Romans 12:1-2)
Embracing the Gifts and Leadership of Children (Acts 16:16 19, Matthew 19:13–15, Luke 2:39-52,
Jeremiah 31:15-17 and Matthew 2:16-18)
Reimagining the Role of Women in Society (Numbers 27:1–8, Matthew 15:21–28 and Luke 18:1–8)
Unfamiliar Identities: Embodying New Possibilities for Interaction with All Women (Luke 15 +
Ephesians 6:10-17)
Each session will build on the previous session. We encourage you to register for and attend the full series.
We believe that God is presently active in the world. The Bible is not just a story we read about the past;
rather, the Bible points to a Gospel story that is alive and at work in the present, as well. God seeks justice
and liberation for all people. God's love flows freely towards children and youth. The school-to-prison
pipeline is contrary to God's vision for creation.
A variety of gifts are needed in the work of interrupting the school-to-prison pipeline. Just as there are
many parts to the body and many varieties of spiritual gifts, so there are many ways of being an
"interrupter."
We invite you to:
consider and explore additional lenses for engaging with Scripture;
dive deep into Biblical wisdom that supports the liberation, wellbeing and wholeness of all people,
especially children and youth;
reflect and discern in community, seeking clarity about your own call to interrupt the school-toprison pipeline.
You can expect opportunities to participate and interact with other study members in small groups. Participation in small groups is voluntary but highly encouraged. Your experience of this study will be enriched
if you are able to participate via video on a computer or cell phone using the free Zoom application. However, there will also be a Zoom call-in option for phone-only participation if you do not have access to participate by video. There is no cost to participate. Sessions will be live/interactive and will not be recorded. No prior knowledge is required. All are welcome.
About your facilitator: Neomi Fletcher holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies and
a Bachelor of Arts in Policy Studies with a concentration on urban and social policy from
Rice University in Houston, TX. Neomi is the founder of Peace Ground LLC.- a household management organization dedicated to supporting families in establishing healthy
family ecosystems. Neomi will complete her Master of Divinity in May 2021 from Emory
University. Neomi currently serves as a board member for Bishop's Retreat and as the
grant manager on the Strategic Management Team for the Nett Church in Atlanta, GA.
She is the UMC Young Adult Delegate for the Churches United in Christ.
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Secretary of Program Resources—Pat Fitzgerald
As the season of spring blooms forth and more and more individuals have received the Covid -19 vaccine, it seems we are on the way toward a less restrictive way of living. Hopefully the past few months
have given each of you the opportunity to learn how to navigate your way through the technical world
and find new ways to connect and enjoy the many avenues of learning that are available these days.
Clearly there are still those who prefer to hold a book in hand. Many of the books on our reading list are
available in local libraries, from our Conference Lending Library or for purchase from commercial
sources. Also in the past year, there have been and continue to be several informative Faith Talks podcasts. Remember these also can count toward your list of books read. Two watched will equal one
book.
Mission Encounter 2021 will occur as a virtual event in July. The mission study books can be found on
the United Methodist Women web site. Just as before the study books can count as two books on your
reading report. Keep your list of book updated so it can be sent to me by September
10th. Studying and learning about the social issues present in our world today helps us
grow as women of faith and gives direction to our mission work with women, children and youth.
If you need additional information, please call (757)268-4217 (leave a message) or
send an e-mail to: patfitz6@verizon.net~Pat Fitzgerald

Treasurer—Joan Heaton
Isn’t this the most beautiful time of year! The trees are turning green, flowers are bursting forth in all
colors of the rainbow, and the weather is warming up. Thankfully, many have been vaccinated, and we
are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel. Many churches are opening for Sunday services, and hopefully, it won’t be long before we are once again able to hold circle meetings and get back to our projects. Even though we are not able to meet in person yet, please encourage your members to send you
their pledges. We have pledged our prayers, our service and our gifts to support United Methodist
Women. Without our gifts, the special work of United Methodist Women is not getting done. In the
first two quarters of 2020 we gave $45,488.79. In the first two quarters of 2021 we have only given
$22,070.27, and I know we are capable of so much more. Without our gifts, the very important work of
United Methodist Women at home and around the world is not being done.
I want to tell you about what will be missing when you order a Special Mission Recognition Pin. The
certificate will be missing. That is because the contractor is no longer able to print and mail these certificates. I am not sure when all of this started to happen. So, if you have ordered an SMR pin recently
and you didn’t receive the certificate with the pin, and you want a certificate, please let me know. I am
trying to find out if there is a way to print these from our personal computers. Our Virginia Conference
Treasurer, Linda Borror, is looking into this problem and trying to find a solution.

Education & Interpretation:

And finally, if you ever have any questions concerning giving, cards, Rainbow givers, please don’t hesitate to call me (my phone number is 757-898-6006) or send me an e-mail at
jatheaton529@gmail.com. I am here to help you in any way I can.
Enjoy your spring and summer, and be safe.
Blessings, Joan
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Nominations Chair—Jill Davis
I have some wonderful news to share with you from our Dear UMW President, Sylvia Rumsey.
I think that you may all know that we have been anxiously searching for a District UMW Secretary for
quite some time. And now I would like to share with you that we are very happy to let you know that Jo
Rawls who is a member of Chestnut Memorial UMC has graciously volunteered to be our District Secretary for the balance of our District Meetings through year end, 2021.
We are so thankful to have had Jo volunteer as our Acting District UMW Secretary and we certainly
look forward to having Jo as being a part of our Meetings this year.
I am working on Nomination Members for 2022. The position for District
Secretary is available for 2022 as well as (3) members of the nominations
committee who will be leaving this year and they include: Jill Davis,
Dawn Cluts and Pat Kessler. The current Nomination Members are now
working on filling (3) positions for the New Year, 2022. The (4) Members that will keep their positions for 2022 include: Janet Taylor, Annie
Scott, Ann Fary and Pat Gwaltney through 2022.
Please contact me if you have any recommendations for the open positions.
Jill Davis
District Nominations Chair

UMW District Mission Team 2021
President: Sylvia Rumsey, First UMC, Hampton
Vice-President: Mary Saylor, Wesley UMC
Secretary: Jo Rawls, Chestnut Memorial
Treasurer: Joan Heaton, Grace UMC
Spiritual Growth: Amy Oliver, Chestnut Memorial
Education and Interpretation: Dana Freeman, Tabernacle UMC,
Poquoson
Membership, Nurture and Outreach: Julie Rosas, Lower UMC
Secretary of Program Resources: Patricia Fitzgerald, Wesley UMC
Social Action: Jo Rawls, Chestnut Memorial
Communications: Nancy Gumbert, Wesley UMC
Parliamentarian: Joyce Winston
Archivist: Ruth Ann Sprague
Nominations Chair: Jill Davis, Lower UMC
UMW Nominations Members for 2021
Dawn Cluts: Bethany, Gloucester Point
Ann Fary: Salem-Gloucester Point
Pat Kessler: Uzzell UMC
Annie Scott: Chestnut Memorial UMC

Jill Davis: Nominations Chair, Lower UMC
Pat Gwaltney: Lower UMC
Janet Taylor: Parkview UMC
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Mission Encounter 2021
Mission Encounter 2021
Class cost is $10.00, instructions are with the registration form. Many choices, inspiring courses, and
opportunities to support missions will be presented. Time for worship, healing and communion will
bring us together as a conference dedicated to serving Christ. Registration will be online.
Textbooks are $10.00 in print through United Methodist Women and Amazon, less on Kindle. If you
order through Amazon, be sure to sign up for Smile Amazon, United Methodist Women or Days for
Girls for the mission monies to continue to grow.
Invite your friends, church members and ministers to join us. What a wonderful way for us to grow
spiritually, and socially united for justice for our neighbors!
Theme: There’s Far More Here—The theme is based on
2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Mission Encounter Courses for 2021
July 1, 7:00-8:00 pm Worship/Plenary/Introduction of Staff
July 8, 7:00-9:00 pm Session 1
July 15, 7:00-9:00 pm Session 2
July 22, 7:00-9:00 pm Session 3
July 29, 7:00-9:00 pm Session 4
August 5, 7:00-8:00 pm Worship/Communion/Dedication to Mission
The following classes are offered on the above dates:
Pushout, The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique W. Morris will be led by Dr.
Jack Call, retired Prof. of Criminal Justice, from Radford U. and Judy Diggs, Director of Equity, Diversity and Tiered Intervention for Montgomery County VA Public Schools
Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom, Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship by Darryl W. Stephens, in English, will be led by Rev. Nancy Robinson, pastor of Christ
UMC, Richmond District.
Finding Peace in an Anxious World edited by Erin James Brown, in Korean, will be led by Rev. Kiok Cho, retired UM minister.
Finding Peace in an Anxious World edited by Erin James Brown, in English, will be led by Rev.
Rick Geoghegan, retired UM minister.
Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence, A Curriculum for Youth Leaders by Jay Godfrey will be led by Rev. Drew Ensz, Director of Arise, United College Min. in NOVA and Rev. Bret
Gresham, Director of Wesley at VT. This class is for Youth Directors/Leaders.
Responding to Violence, A Curriculum for Children’s Facilitators by Sue Raymond will be led by
Rev. Linda Ray, pastor of Chamberlayne Heights UMC, Richmond District. This class is for children’s
directors/teachers.
Serving 101, Mission of God for the People of God, Missional Leadership in Community, Missional Leadership through our Connection and Experiential Missional Discipleship will be led by
Seungsoo “RJ” Fe Jun, our Conference Director of Missional Ministries and other conference leaders.
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Continued from Page 8
July 9, 6:00-8:00 pm
July 10, 10:00-12:00 am, 2:00-4:00 pm
July15, 6:00-8:00 pm
Worship sessions July 1 and August 5,
7:00-8:00 pm
Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom, Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness
Through Radical Discipleship by Darryl Stephens, in Spanish, will be led by
Margie Hernandez, the Hispanic Language Coordinator of the VA Conference United Methodist Women.

Virginia Conference United Methodist Women Spiritual Life Retreat

Peace Be With You
Saturday, MAY 15, 2021
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Our Speaker: Rev. Ileana Rosario Pastor of Lower United Methodist Church
Agenda: Greet One Another
Welcome and Zoom Tips
Opening Music and Prayer
Four Sessions followed by Break-out Groups:
Receiving Peace in My Heart
Sharing Peace within the United Methodist Church
Upholding Peace Despite Division
Spreading Peace Throughout the World
Closing Worship and Parting Words
Please register by May 3, 2021 by clicking on this link: http://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqd-rpz4jHNAuf38ZF-zWMu2ysH8tI58i (I tried the link and it’s still up, so still try to register-Nancy)
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
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First UMC Fox Hill Baking for our First Responders
Urged by the Holy Spirit in December to show appreciation to our area’s First Responders,
the Monday Bible study group at First UMC Fox Hill, Hampton, VA decided to bake goodies for the
men and women who staffed our three area fire stations amid the covid-19 pandemic.
Members of the study group baked, assembled, and delivered the array of cookies and cupcakes. Notes expressing our support and prayers for each station accompanied each tray.
Invariably those who delivered the baked goods brought back reports of how delighted and thankful
these public servants were at receiving our gifts. It took no time at all to decide we should repeat this
gesture every month, always accompanied by a note, or several notes, of encouragement, appreciation, and love. A new ministry was thus formed.
Undertaking this monthly commitment has not been a task;
rather we find joy in blessing our
public servants with baked goods
and prayers and are made aware
once more of how God blesses
each of us as we share His love
with others.
Nancy Geith helps to assemble the trays of goodies...

. . .and then delivers them to the fire
stations.
Dear Friends,
On behalf of our Board of Directors, I want to thank
you for supporting the Wesley Community Service
Center. Due to circumstances out of our control, We
have postponed the Designer Handbag Event until
May 20, 2020, at 7 pm.
The Wesley Community Service Center still needs
your help to reach our goals. Tickets will remain on
sale until May 19, 2020, at 11:59 pm.
Please help us by sharing the event with others that
might be interested.
Renyatta L. Banks. Executive Director
Go to this link to purchase tickets: VIRTUAL DESIGNER HANDBAG RAFFLE | WESLEY COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER INC (givebox.com)
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Mission Encounter—Wesley Community Service Center Event Via Zoom March 20th

Wesley Community Service Center, Executive Director, Renyetta Banks

Thank you to all that attended this wonderful, informative Event!
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Page 12

Social Action Event-May 1st
School to Prison Pipeline (See page 4)

Rev. Jamar Boyd II, was our Special Speaker

Thank you to all you attended this informative event. Rev. Jamar Boyd was a marvelous Speaker!

