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Greetings! 

It is my pleasure to greet you as the Richmond District UMW President.  Many of 

you might remember that I served as President a few years ago.  I have been a 

part of UMW for many years.  I have served in several positions on the district 

and as Social Action Coordinator and Secretary of Program Resources for the 

Conference UMW.   Most recently, I served on the district Committee on Nominations.  I enjoy 

being a part of UMW and working on behalf of women, children and youth around the world.  I am 

a mission-minded person and I feel that God calls me to be his hands and feet in today’s world.  

My greatest honor is going on mission trips and working with people to make their lives better.  In 

2007, I went to Cuba and I have been to Haiti three times.  I have been able to combine my two 

loves – traveling and helping others.  God is good! 

We come into this New Year with many hopes and dreams.  We also face many challenges.  We 

are trusting God to bring us through these challenges with renewed faith and hope. 

Covid-19 has brought many changes.  We can’t hold in-person gatherings at this time.  We miss 

our time of fellowship with our UMW sisters.  We can’t have our fundraising events.  We have to 

be socially distanced at all in-person events.  However, our mission as UMW continues.  More 

than ever, our mission dollars are needed to help struggling women, children and youth in our own 

communities, as well as, around the world.  We are resourceful women and we will find ways to 

meet these challenges.  With God all things are possible. 

I look forward to working with our District Mission Team and with each of you to fulfill our purpose 

as UMW.  Our programs will continue but in a new format that is causing each of us to learn new 

skills using technology.  Zoom meetings have become the norm.  We are learning to navigate our 

way through Zoom to continue doing our UMW programs. 

Each District Mission Team member is assigned to a unit to keep you informed of our district 

activities and help in any way they can.  As we get close to a scheduled event, you will receive a 

link to connect to Zoom and join the program.  This is our new normal.   We will keep you informed 

about all scheduled events. 

On Saturday, February 27th, the District UMW Racial Justice Committee will have our “Healing of 

the Hearts” program through Zoom. This will allow us an opportunity to have conversations on 

racism and its effects on the United Methodist Church and our country. 

Our District Prayer Breakfast will be held on Saturday, March 20th through Zoom.  Bishop Sharma 

Lewis will be our speaker.  I know all of us will miss the fellowship and sharing breakfast with our 

UMW sisters. That is always a very special and blessed occasion.   

Continue sending in your pledges for Mission Giving to Rosa Lewis, our treasurer.  Your giving is 

very much appreciated and needed to help meet the District Pledge to Mission. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me or one of the District Mission Team members, if we can help 

you in any way. 

May 2021 be a great year for each of you.   Be safe.  Stay healthy.                                                     

Peace and joy,                           Linda Porter 
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Happy New Year!  As we enter our second year in a pandemic, “Happy New Year” rings false, 

especially to those who have lost loved ones or feel the loneliness of social distancing, but I do 

pray that we can all find happiness this year in the little things we often take for granted: a sunny 

day, a good book, a warm bed, a phone call with an old friend.  And for us as United Methodist 

Women, raising awareness and funds for missions serving women, children, and youth around  

the world.   
 

Your district planning team is hoping that at least some of our 2021 events will be able to be in 

person, but currently, we are planning for the events to be live-streamed or via Zoom.  Sadly, we 

were unable to have our “Day Apart” due to the pandemic, so our first event this year will be the 

Hearts for Justice program, “Healing of the Hearts”, on Saturday, February 27, 10:00 a.m.-Noon, 

via Zoom.  You will find details elsewhere in this issue of The WORD. 
 

Our annual Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday, March 20, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., via Zoom.  We 

invite you to have your favorite breakfast treat and beverage as we begin the program.  We are 

very pleased to have Bishop Sharma Lewis as our guest speaker during worship.  Details on 

joining the event, along with an order of worship, will be sent out to unit leaders by e-mail in 

March. 
 

The District Mini-Mission Encounter will be held Saturday morning, September 11.  If we are able 

to meet in person, River Road UMC will be hosting us; otherwise, we will be live-streaming or 

meeting via Zoom. We will have more details for you after the summer’s Mission Encounter. 
 

Our Annual Meeting/Leadership Development will be Saturday morning, September 25, with 

Brenda NeSmith as our guest speaker.  Our Advent Service will be Saturday morning, December 

4, with Dr. Rev. Hyo J. Lee, our District Superintendent, as our guest speaker.  If we are unable to 

meet in person, these events will be live-streamed.  We will keep you updated as we go through 

the year. 
 

Thank you all for what you do.  God bless you all and keep you safe. 

 

Barbara Tuttle                                           

btuttle48@verizon.net   804-271-2289                                                                           

 
 

Communications Coordinator 

Corrections to Yearbook: 

Pg. 5 – Please add:  “Member at Large”    Mary Jo Whipple     
1753 Raintree Commons Drive, Henrico, VA  23238-4222      477-3914    whip002@juno.com 
Pg. 6 – Rev. Hyo J. Lee  extension should be 1123 
Pg. 17 – Calvary – “Inactive” 
 

If you need extra 2021 Yearbooks or have corrections, please contact lloydettediggs@gmail.com 

mailto:whip002@juno.com
mailto:lloydettediggs@gmail.com
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THANK YOU RICHMOND DISTRICT 
THE FINANCIAL REPORT BELOW IS WHAT WE GAVE IN 2020. 

 
This is the quarterly report for 2020 Mission Giving and Designated Gifts. 
 
                     1st Quarter         2nd Quarter         3rd Quarter         4t h Quarter     Year-to-Date 
Mission  $6,326.90        6,440.75                 11,836.50              17,986.17       42,590.32 
 
Designated 
Gifts   $    60.50         757.69                   1,191.69                  137.00         2,146.88 
 
Our 2020 pledge to mission was $48,000.00. 
We sent to the UMW Conference Treasurer $44,737.20. 
 
We missed our pledge by $3,262.80.  Richmond let us praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
There is a pandemic going on.  Thank you God 
 
OUR 2021 PLEDGE TO MISSION IS $46,000.00. 
 
The total of our local designated gifts is $2,771.75.  A few of the local ministries are the Central 
Virginia Food Bank (Feed More), The Hermitage Richmond, Shalom Farms, Family and Children 
Services, etc. 
 
This is a reminder that the quarterly remittance forms are due to the district treasurer, Rosa Lewis, 
by the 10th of the last month of each quarter.  The due dates are by March 10th, by June 10th, by 
September 10th, and by December 10th. 
 
I have mission cards for sale; Gift in Memory, On Your Special Day, In Loving Memory, The Birth 
of a New Baby, Happy Birthday, Merry Christmas, A Special Day, Congratulations, Thinking of 
You, In the Service of Christ, and Thank You.  The cards are $5.00 each or $50.00 a pack.  Yeah, 
the cards are a little costly, but the proceeds from the cards go directly to the UMW Conference 
Treasurer for Mission Giving. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 804-222-8480 or send me an e-mail at 
olddenny@verizon.net. 
 
Rosa Lewis, District Treasurer, Peace and Love 
 

 

 

 

about:blank
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My name is Kathy Dictor, and I am serving in my fifth (bonus!) year as the Mission Coordinator  
for Membership Nurture and Outreach for the Richmond District of United Methodist Women.  
My first responsibility for 2021 is to ask you to please complete your unit's 2020 Census online 
at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org as soon as possible. This year the census has a new name, 
"Unit Survey", but on the website you will still find a button labeled "2020 Census". 
The "Instructions for Completing the 2020 Unit Survey," are available to read on the 2020 Census 
link. (The instructions are 10 pages long, so we have not included them in this issue of the 
WORD, but if you are unable to access them otherwise please let me know and I will mail you  
a hard copy.)  Most of you are returning presidents, and have completed the census in the past.  
I am president of my local unit, and found that I was able to complete it in about 15 minutes, once 
I checked my membership numbers. Whether you are a new or returning president I am always 
happy to work with you to complete your online submission, and to answer any questions you 
might have. 
My two perennial tips:  
1. Always be sure to use the search box at the top of the survey to locate and select your church. 
This will automatically populate several of the survey boxes.  
2. Look for a "Thank you for Completing the UMW 2020 Unit Survey" page after you complete  
and submit the information. If this does not appear you have likely left off an essential piece of 
data. 
Once you have completed the unit survey successfully, PLEASE LET ME KNOW via email, or call 
me at 804/389-2491. I do not have access to what you have submitted until sometime in March, at 
the earliest. 
 

My very best wishes to you all for a Happy New Year, 
 

Kathy Dictor, Membership Nurture and Outreach 
kbdictor@gmail.com 
Home: (804) 932-3247 
Cell: (804) 389-2491 

             

             Spiritual Life 

In the spirit of gratitude, may I share with you my Mother’s precious prayer.   She kept 

it taped to her dresser mirror for as long as I can remember.  Its yellow and wrinkled.  

It’s one of my most cherished possessions. 

THE SECRET By Ralph S. Cushman 
I met God in the morning when my day was at its best; 
And His Presence came like sunrise, like a glory in my breast. 
All day long the presence lingered.  All day long.  He stayed with me. 
And we sailed in a perfect calmness o’er a very troubled sea. 
So I think I know the secret learned from many a troubled way; 
You must seek Him in the morning if you want Him through the day.  

So thankful and with much love, 

Sue Ann Lewis, 368.8478 

 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
mailto:kbdictor@gmail.com
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Hello! My name is Brianna Penfold, your new Social Action Co-Chair along with Susan 

Johnston. I look forward to getting to know you. I am a lifelong member of the United Methodist 

Church, currently attending Highland Springs UMC, a wife of 10 years to my husband Matt, a new 

mother to a 2-month-old baby boy named Oliver, and am an attorney in Highland Springs, 

Virginia.  I have a heart for people!  Before I became an attorney, I worked at a Crisis Line, a 

Sexual Assault Response Program, and as a Victim Advocate for elderly and disabled survivors of 

violent crimes.  I look forward to serving as your Social Action Co-Chair, and I hope we will band 

together to show God’s love to others.  

Hello – I am Susan Johnston and have been active in UMW since 2008 and volunteer for 

Aggie's Attic, a thrift store and a mission of my church, Laurel Park UMC. All proceeds go back 

into the Henrico community. I also look forward to getting to know you. 

Our District has two Social Justice Priorities.  The first Priority is Mass Incarceration and 

Criminalization of Communities of Color with a special focus on Interrupting the School to Prison 

Pipeline campaign.  The second Priority is Climate Justice with a special focus on Just Energy 4 

All campaign.  These Priorities mirror the Conference and National UMW Priorities for the next 

Quadrennium.   

For my first article, I wanted to focus on Criminalization of Communities of Color, 

specifically the criminalization of Black girls in our schools.  It’s Black History Month, and there are 

few Februarys that pass without at least a mention of Ruby Bridges.  At age 6, Ruby Bridges 

became a beloved civil rights icon when she was the first African-American child to desegregate 

an all-White school.  You have probably seen pictures from that historic day of adults holding 

hateful signs and viciously yelling at the tiny Ruby surrounded by a police escort.  

While our schools may now be legally integrated, the experiences of our school-aged Black 

girls are still unequal; Black girls are punished and confined at a much higher rate than their 

female White counterparts.  Dr. Monique W. Morris addresses the criminalization of Black girls in 

learning environments and how to reduce the “school-to-confinement pathways” in Pushout:  The 

Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools.  Dr. Morris points out that Black girls as young as six and 

seven years old were arrested for throwing tantrums in school, and the Department of Education 

released data showing that high school-aged Black girls are six times more likely to be suspended 

than White female students.  This disparity in treatment is due to a complex web of bias, history, 

culture, and the structure of our education system.  Also, this disparity in treatment has serious 

and lasting impacts on girls and society as a whole.  I hope you will read Pushout or watch the 

documentary by the same name that is scheduled to air on PBS in the coming months.  Please 

email me at bpenfold88@gmail.com if you would like a virtual event to discuss this important 

issue, literature, and H.R.5325 (Ending PUSHOUT Act of 2019).  Pushout is a 2021-2022 UMW 

Reading Program Social Action Bonus Book.  Also, watching the Pushout documentary counts as 

reading the Social Action book.  

Lastly, Susan and I would like to invite you to the Richmond District UMW’s virtual Hearts 

for Justice Program:  Healing of the Hearts, on February 27, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

mailto:bpenfold88@gmail.com
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The Racial Justice Committee will lead this event as we watch and discuss the UMC’s Dismantling 

Racism:  Service of Lament.  The service invites viewers to repent for racial injustice in the church 

and commit to racial justice moving forward.  At our February event, we will watch about forty-five 

minutes of the service, break into small groups to discuss three questions pertaining to issue of 

race in the church and our own lives, and conclude with a discussion of each small group 

summarizing their takeaway points.  This Zoom event has a capacity limit of 100 so please get on 

early.  Zoom event link was included in the event flyer & this issue of the WORD.  

In Christ,  

Co-Chairs: Brianna Penfold & Susan Johnston 

(bpenfold88@gmail.com or ksngal@aol.com).   

 

 

 
 

 

COLLECTING KITS FOR CONFERENCE NEXT WEEK! 

  

The long awaited time has come! Rev. Josh McCauley received an update from COX Trucking and they 

have agreed to transport our kits to PA. The even better news is COX Trucking is going to transport the kits 

for free! Duncan Memorial 14493 St. Andrews Ln., Ashland, VA has offered the use of their fellowship hall 

as the drop-off location for the kits. Kits can be dropped off starting Monday Feb. 15 – Friday Feb. 19 and 

Monday Feb. 22 – Thursday Feb. 25. Kits can be dropped off between the hours of 10am to 4pm each day. 

Please ensure your kits are labeled correctly. Find the information needed for shipping 

here https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/UMCOR-Sager-Brown-Relief-Supply-Shipping-

Label-and-Packing-List_August-2019.pdf. 

  

To schedule a drop off please email Joshuamccauley@vaumc.org 

 

Reminder, Virginia Conference UMW has revised the 2020-2021 Living Into Our Purpose form to 

reduce the requirements for Level I, II and III awards. Please let us know if you have not received 

a form (sent out last quarter via email). 

Debbie Dietrich, Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation 
540-845-6185          debbiedietrich6@email.com 

LIOP 

2020-2021.docx.pdf   (You can double click on this ICON to open the LIOP form.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bpenfold88@gmail.com
mailto:ksngal@aol.com
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/UMCOR-Sager-Brown-Relief-Supply-Shipping-Label-and-Packing-List_August-2019.pdf
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/UMCOR-Sager-Brown-Relief-Supply-Shipping-Label-and-Packing-List_August-2019.pdf
mailto:Joshuamccauley@vaumc.org
about:blank
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                      Secretary for Program Resources 

                       Kim Gatzek  

Andris Salter, the UMW reading Program president, is trying to keep everyone excited and 

encourages reading with the Reading Program.  She acknowledges the virus that has affected 

millions of people by their losing jobs, family members, friends, and co-workers.  Consequently, 

we are working remotely, worshiping online, holding meetings virtually, in discovering ways to 

cope with the pandemic situation. 

The UMW Reading Program Committee have developed new ways to continue the work remotely 

with COVID-19, that is keeping us quarantined and have deemed it easier to have the 2021 

Reading List last 2 years:  2021-2022.  Ms. Salter encourages everyone to be creative in enjoying 

books:  ZOOM book clubs, book reports, author visits (online), etc. 

So, be creative in recognizing persons who are reading by awarding them a certificate of 

participation even if they are not a UMW member.   

One way that can be counted in the reading program is participation in “Faith Talks”, an online 

podcast that are monthly conversations with United Methodist Women. Each conversation 

explores themes and resources that empower us to put faith, hope and love into action. Check out 

interviews with United Methodist Women mission studies’ authors and more at: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 

Listen to two Faith Talks podcasts and they count as a Spiritual Growth selection. Listen to three 

Faith Talks podcasts and the trio will count as a BONUS book, in the category Spiritual Growth! 

Titles read from the 2015 list will be credited through 2022.  (This is a change because books 

usually just count five years from the current year.) 

There are three movies that count toward the Reading Program too.  They are: 

1. Just Mercy (Social Action BONUS) 
2. The Hate U Give (Nurturing for Community) 
3. Pushout (Social Action BONUS) 

 

Look on the United Methodist Women Website and you will find much more information.  Let’s all 

be creative in our approach to the Reading Program this year and next. (2021-2022) 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
https://www.kissmylist.com/book-reviews/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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    Remembering 

                                               Our beloved Evelyn F. DURRETT, 86, of Ashland.  She passed away on 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021.  Evelyn worked as a bookkeeper for 40 years at Kiddie 

Kingdom in Ashland. She was a lifelong member of the United Methodist Church, most 

recently worshipped at Forest Grove United Methodist Church and was a dedicated 

member of the United Methodist Women. She was preceded in death by her husband, 

Lewis D. Durrett; and her twin sister, Edith Durrett who was also a very dedicated UMW 

member.  Evelyn and Edith both loved going on the many mission bus trips, participating & 

volunteering at our District meetings, especially when there was ice cream!  Evelyn 

volunteered on the Racial Justice committee making labels for many mailings over the 

years and most recently was part of the “I Will” committee which kind of sums up her 

personality – she was always willing to help where needed. There are many things she 

and Edith volunteered to do over the years and many lifelong friends made along the way.  

We will surely miss you!  

 

Also, please keep the family of Anne Moore, President of Calvary UMW Unit, in your prayers as 

she passed away in December.  Please pray especially for her daughter Patti Baldwin and for 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
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United Methodist Urban Ministries of Richmond Auxiliary  
GERANIUM SALE 

To benefit Shalom Farms 
 

$4.50 each (4 ½” pot) 
red, salmon, coral, hot pink and white 

Make checks to: UMUMR. 
Plant pickup is Friday, April 9 at Bon Air UMC parking lot. 

 
Every year (except 2020) the Auxiliary has raised $5-6,000 for Shalom Farms through our flower 
sales.  We would love to have you help us by seeking orders from your congregation.  Please 
contact Ellen Reaves at 804 229 4277 if you would like order forms and instructions on payment 
and delivery.  This info will be mailed to you if you participated in our last sale.  Recognizing the 
current Covid crisis, appropriate safety steps will be taken.  We consistently receive compliments 
on the healthy plants we sell!   
 

 

 

 

 

                          Richmond District 2021 Calendar  
     THEME: “Knitted Together for God’s Good Work” 

FEB 27 DISTRICT RACIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE EVENT  
Via Zoom —10 a.m.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85303500115?pwd=K0xIQnJwYmdLMVdOWi9JdHEzUTdLUT09 
 

MARCH 20 DISTRICT PRAYER BREAKFAST  
Highland Springs UMC or ZOOM  
22 N. Holly Ave., Highland Springs, VA 23075  
Guest Speaker:  Bishop Sharma Lewis 
 

May 15 CONFERENCE UMW SPIRITUAL LIFE RETREAT  
Via Zoom—Guest Speaker: Rev. Ileana Rosario  
Theme: “Peace Be With You: Peace I leave with you; 
 My Peace I give you. John 14:27”  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85303500115?pwd=K0xIQnJwYmdLMVdOWi9JdHEzUTdLUT09
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               Mission Encounter 2021  

 

Theme: There’s Far More Here  

Studies:  

• Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World by Erin James-Brown  
• Pushout:The Criminalization of 
Black Girls in Schools by Monique 
Morris  
• Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: 
Living Into the Church’s Moral 
Witness Through Radical 
Discipleship by Darryl Stephens  
• A Curriculum for Youth Leaders: 
Becoming Peacemakers in a 
Culture of Violence by Jay 
Godfrey  
• A Curriculum for Children’s 
Facilitators: Responding to 
Violence by Sue Raymond Books 
may be ordered from 
unitedmethodistwomen.org/store 
Mission Studies 2021 ($10.00) 
Virtual Event Registration 
begins April 1  
The theme is based on 2 

Corinthians 4:16-18  

“So we’re not giving up. How could 

we! Even though on the outside it 

often looks like things are falling 

apart on us, on the inside, where 

God is making new life, not a day 

goes by without his unfolding 

grace. These hard times are small potatoes compared to the good times, the lavish celebration 

prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here 

today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now will last forever.”  

(The Message) 
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You are invited to Richmond District UMW's 

Hearts for Justice program: 
 

 
 
 

February 27th, 2021 
 
 

Welcome & Program:  10 a.m. – Noon 
 

RSVP to Lloydettediggs@gmail.com  (zoom limited to 100 participants) 
                         

 Here is the link to join  
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85303500115?pwd=K0xIQnJwYmdLMVdOWi9JdHEzUTdLUT09 

 
 

 This program completes Section 3g of the “Living Into Our Purpose” form 

 

“3g. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies by having a Racial Justice Program, 
participating in a District Racial Justice Program or attending a Conference Racial Justice event.” 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by the 
Richmond District United Methodist Women Racial Justice Committee 

as listed in the 2021 District Yearbook 
 

mailto:Lloydettediggs@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85303500115?pwd=K0xIQnJwYmdLMVdOWi9JdHEzUTdLUT09
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