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“Farmville District  

United Methodist Women”                                          

The Linkette Summer 2021 

President’s Message:  

Greetings: 

Psalm 25: 4-5 “Show me your ways, O Lord, 

teach me your paths; guide me in your truth 

and teach me, for you are God my Savior 

and my hope is in you all day long”. My new 

role as the UMW Farmville District Acting President has been filled with lots of 

learning and with hope for the future of UMW and our hurting world. What I 

have learned in a few short months is that the Leadership Team is an awesome 

group of women with so much experience and knowledge.  It is fitting that the 

2020/21 Program Book is focused on being “Knitted Together for God’s Good 

Work” because this group of women definitely are knitted together with a com-

mon purpose and vision of turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of 

women, children and youth around the world.  Despite COVID the Leadership 

Team is working together to have a meaningful District Meeting on Saturday 

September 25, 2021 at Evergreen UMC from  10 am – 12 Noon. An optional deli-

cious boxed lunch will be prepared by The Babcock House in Appomattox, VA. 

Please send in your registration which is attached.  All COVID guidelines in effect 

will be followed at the time of the meeting and if canceled your registration will 

be refunded and a ZOOM meeting will be held.  

If you have a computer, please plan to attend the VA Conference UMW Zoom 

meeting to be held on Saturday October 23, 2021 1pm -2:30. Registration is due 

by 10/11.  

Also, think about and plan to register for the UMW Assembly to be held May 20-
22, 2022 in Orlando, FL. Details  for both these events are in the VA UMW Con-
ference August 2021 “Link” found here:  
https://www.vaumw.com/conference/news/  
I pray for peace and for the safety of Christians in Afghanistan, prayers continue 

for healing across the globe from the COVID virus and for all those who need to 

feel the loving arms of Christ surrounding them.                      (Continued on page 3) 

https://www.vaumw.com/conference/news/
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“Knitted Together for God’s Good Work”  

FARMVILLE DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 48TH ANNUAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021 

Registration: 9:30-9:55 am  

Program & Business Meeting: 10:00 am  

Place: The Evergreen UMC, 2466 Cedar Tree Road, Appomattox, VA 24522 (434-660-8887)  

Rev Jay Carey, James River/Farmville District Superintendent will be the honored speaker. A love offering will 
be divided equally between General Missions Giving & Piney Ridge UMC Food Pantry (Evergreen’s sister 
church on the New Pamplin Charge). For the love offering please MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: FARMVILLE DIS-
TRICT UMW (Love offering) Cost: $3.00 for the meeting Optional Cost: $11.00 Box lunch provided by Evergreen 
UMW  

****************************************************************************************** 

Registration Form  

Name of Unit/Church: ______________________________________________________________  

Church Contact Person Name (Print)_________________________________Telephone #_________________  

Registration: $3.00    OPTIONAL: Box lunch $11 Includes a sandwich, drink, chips and cookie  

Name (Please Print) Check choice of sandwich 

________________________________________________     □ Chicken Salad □ Ham, turkey, swiss □ Veggie wrap  

__________________________________________________________      □ Chicken Salad □ Ham, turkey, swiss □ Veggie wrap  

__________________________________________________________      □ Chicken Salad □ Ham, turkey, swiss □ Veggie wrap  

__________________________________________________________      □ Chicken Salad □ Ham, turkey, swiss □ Veggie wrap 

__________________________________________________________       □ Chicken Salad □ Ham, turkey, swiss □ Veggie wrap  

__________________________________________________________       □ Chicken Salad □ Ham, turkey, swiss □ Veggie wrap 

 # Attending_____@ $3 each = $________ + # of Optional Box Lunches______ @$11 each = $_____________ 
TOTAL $__________ REGISTRATION FEE SUBMITTED  

Please make Checks payable to Farmville District UMW –FDUMW. Mail to: Carol Fields, 114 Lakasie Drive, 
Farmville, VA 23901 434-223-7590 Please Write One Check for the unit. Registration form due September 4, 
2021 COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS, IF ANY IN EFFECT ON THE DATE OF THE MEETING, WILL BE FOLLOWED.  
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 Thank you for what your units could accomplish in 

these challenging times and continue to hope for a 

new normal for UMW in the near future. May God 

bless you and keep you safe. 

Blessings be yours, 

Debbie Dowling 

Acting Farmville District, President 

 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 

When I became Spiritu-

al Growth person, I 

wanted to encourage 

other women in their 

walk with God.  I did so 

enjoy our Prayer Break-

fast in March of 2020.  Within a week of that event 

the Bishop closed our churches down because of 

COVID.  My church did not reopen until June 6th of 

this year.  God had a plan that I would grow spiritu-

ally during this time.  There have been many major 

live events within the last year that could have 

pulled me away from God, but they brought me 

closer to him.  I found so much com-

fort in the scriptures.  I have always 

been a person that music speaks to 

my soul and heart.  When I sit at my 

piano and play hymns, I feel my bur-

dens floating away.  I wanted to share 

a few of the songs that helped over 

the last year. 

My best friend, Susan, took her life on September 

16, 2020.  She was “my person,” the one who had 

been by my side for the last 30 years.  She was listed 

as the 2nd guardian of my daughter after my parents 

if anything had happened to me before she reached 

eighteen.  We had plans to be in the same room at 

the nursing home and to cause a lot of trouble.  

After her death, as I was missing her, I heard “Better 

off There” by The Browns which helped my healing.  

“Here we’ve all been grieving, where you are there’s 

healing; no more hurt, no more pain to bare. Yeah, 

we all miss her but you’re better off there.” 

In December, I was diagnosed with COVID.  After a 

few days at home my condition worsened and I had 

to be admitted to the hospital on a Friday.  On the 

following Monday I received the results of blood 

work thru my app for the hospital, I went on the in-

ternet to try to understand the results.  One test re-

sult gave the probability of my survival and it was 

not good.  I cried most of the day thinking of what 

might be.  But on Tuesday morning, I opened my 

Bible, read scriptures and listened to music on my 

phone.  The Gaither Vocal Band’s “Sometimes it 

takes a Mountain” spoke to my heart, reminding me 

God is in control and I was ready no matter the out-

come.  “Your love is so much stronger, than whatev-

er troubles me.” 

June 9th my sweet Daddy passed away.  His death 

was sudden and has left a deep void in my family, 

my neighborhood and our church.  My Dad was a 

faithful Christian and a powerful prayer warrior.  I 

know that for the past 53 years Dad prayed for me 

daily (probably multiple times a day at times).   

I found comfort once again in music.  “Heaven 

Just Got Sweeter for You” by the Kingdom Heirs 

began the healing process.  “He knows you 

know where he is, and someday he’ll come run-

ning when you get there too.” 

Life is not always easy as this last year and a 

half has proven to each of us.  God has been beside 

each of us, helping to get thru these tough times.  I 

hope that each one reading this has felt his presence 

during these hard times. 

I had a friend who told me one time “you always see 

the bright side” and the bright side for me is the ex- 

                                              

                                                               (continued on page 4) 
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                          (continued from page 3) 

pectation of a new granddaughter in October, she                                                                                 

will be a beautiful addition to our family.  

 
Continued prayers for all 

the members of the 

Farmville District UMW.  

And may everyone be able 

to see a bright side no 

matter what you are deal-

ing with. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 

in believing, so that be the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope.”  Romans 15:13  

Sherry L Guerrant 

 

 

 

Dear Ladies, 

Planning for the District Annual Meeting is just one 

example of the uncertain times we are living in now 

that the Delta Variant of the Covid19 Virus is throw-

ing some new curves at us. As I write this, we are 

moving forward really hoping it is going to take 

place in person. Our president, Debbie Dowling, has  

working really hard preparing for it, so I really hope 

you can attend.  I know I have missed seeing all of 

you in person this last year. 

All reports should have been into me by August 31, 

which has passed.  So if you have been dragging 

your feet please get your Deceased Member report 

to me.  I hope to have received it from everyone (or 

I will have called you); however, any last minute ad-

ditions can be sent to me at alijohns4@aol.com and 

I can add it in. 

Have you returned to having your local meetings in 

person?  Once you stop, it is so hard to get going 

again.  Currently, our unit is meeting at church as 

normal, but we had some creative in-person 

meetings even while we were restricted, like wear-

ing masks, six feet apart, on a member’s back porch.  

It was actually fun and we might be getting back to 

those “back porch” meetings again very soon. 

I leave you with 

thanks for all that 

you do, and encour-

age you to attend the 

Annual Meeting if at 

all possible.   

Missing seeing you so much, 

Alice Johnson 
Farmville District Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
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