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Purpose of United Methodist Women  

United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is: 

 To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ 

 To develop a creative supportive fellowship and 

 To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for articles, flyers, and notices about events for the September issue of our District newsletter is 
the 20th of the month.  Please send your items to Carol Pratt at Alexandria.UMW.News@gmail.com so she can 
spread the word about your wonderful work to the Alexandria District United Methodist Women.  Let's enjoy 
our sisterhood as we continue to put faith, hope, and love in action!  

The Power of Prayer Bible Verse: 
Philippians 4:6-7 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
In addition to the Afghan refugee situation, the earthquake aid in Haiti is also an immediate disaster that the 
UMC is helping with, as well as the floods in the south of the U.S.  We are urged to donate money to 
UMCOR.  DO NOT MAKE KITS at this time.  To help Haiti, donate to UMCOR with the Advance number 
982450.  To help U.S. efforts, donate to UMCOR with the Advance number 901670.  You can send a check to 
Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY 10087-9068.  You can also donate online 
using this website:  GIVE - Global Ministries (umcmission.org) 

UMW sisters -Please note that the Living Into Our Purpose (LIOP) forms, Reading 
Program reports, 3rd quarter financial remittances, and reports of UMW women who 
have died are due on September 10.  We included these forms with the August 
newsletter.  People can send the LIOP and Reading Reports to Maria Ward, the financial 
reports to Marty Bickford, and the report of members and sisters who have died to  
Vikki Beaty. 

 
Maria Ward 
313 E. Del Ray Ave. 
Alexandria, VA 22301 

 
Marty Bickford 
3561 Martha Custis Dr. 
Alexandria, VA  22302 

Vikki Beaty 
4415 Roundhill Rd. 
Franconia, VA  22310 



No matter who you are or where you are from, you are bound to experience 
grief. Certainly, some people have more than their share, but no one is 
exempt. In a period where most can acknowledge the grief associated with a 
prolonged global pandemic and corresponding societal disruptions, I’m 
excited to host a Faith Talks podcast on this topic. 

The live recording of the podcast will occur on Thursday, September 2, 
at 2:00 p.m. ET via Zoom video conference. 

My guest is the Rev. Dr. Cari Jackson, who will discuss her newest book Sisters in Mourning: Daughters 
Reflecting on Care, Loss and Meaning. Rev. Dr. Cari and her co-authors write a much-needed treatise on 
grieving that which we have lost and those who have lost. 

To participate in the September 2, live recording, please register here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Fux2UlQTR5mR-1P94HFD1A. 

********** 

 
Women summer mission project donated full-sized toiletries to Artemis House.    

Artemis House is a battered woman/man shelter in southern Fairfax County.   
Pictured from left to right:  Karen Latta (UMW), Tracy Hundley (Artemis House),  

Hettie Hervey (UMW), and Lorrie Rezendes (UMW)
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YOUNG WOMEN’S EVENT 
Sponsored by 

Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 

For young women ages 18 to 40 

 (No UMW or church affiliation 

required) 

 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2021 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 
 

"Faith with Intention"  
 

Your retreat leader, Pastor Ashley Isernhagen, will use John 15 to help you develop 

and grow in your discipleship with intentional practices, such as developing a faith 

timeline, spiritual exercises for discernment, meditation and discipleship mantras.   

Please register by Sept. 8 by clicking on this link: 
Young Women's Event Registration 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcO-upjgpGdQdsSDjr3_j-ov5-cURQ2fZ ) 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 

containing information about joining the meeting. 
This year’s event will be by Zoom and is free!  You can register using this link:  

Meeting Registration - Zoom 
( https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcO-upjgpGdQdsSDjr3_j-ov5-cURQ2fZ) 

 
Information: Marlene Dakita, Va. Conf. UMW Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordinator (MNO), at 

mdakita@comcast.net / 703-244-4524 (cell) 
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Creation Justice Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/umcreationjustice 

 
“We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.” 

 
We don’t need to have hope to begin to act.  

Instead, action engenders hope.  
 

 

 

Creation Justice tips for the month:  
Read and share Dr Katherine Hayhoe's article in Time magazine.  Dr. 
Hayhoe was a featured speaker at the 2018 UMW Conference in 
Columbus, Ohio.       https://time.com/6089999/climate-change-
hope/.  “In the Face of Climate Change, We Must Act So That We Can 
Feel          Hopeful—Not the Other Way Around.” 
 

Monthly “Just Energy for All Strategy and Capacity Building” Sessions Every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 3:00 pm ET join these 90-minute sessions to learn from and connect with other United Methodist 
Women and people of faith working to advance just energy for all at the local, state, and national levels. The 
last session was on August 18 at 3:00 pm ET and the next one will focus on mobilizing our base to advance just 
energy for all.  

Sep 15, 2021 03:00 PM 
Oct 20, 2021 03:00 PM 
Nov 17, 2021 03:00 PM 

 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all-webinars  
Just Energy for All Strategy and Capacity Building Sessions 
 
CREATION JUSTICE tips for the month:  
 

*Read and share Dr Katherine Hayhoe's article in Time magazine.  Dr Hayhoe was a featured speaker 
at the 2018 UMW Conference in Columbus, Ohio. ( https://time.com/6089999/climate-change-hope/ )   
 
*Related to justice and sustainability, the 2016 UM Book of Resolutions states, God is calling each of us 
to respond …and we cannot hope to transform the world until we change our way of being it. 
Visit (52climateactions ) for a wide range of steps you can take to bring about a more just and 
sustainable world. Choose something and begin! 
  
*Could you be a Reducetarian? You may know the high costs that meat, eggs, and dairy inflict on the 
planet, the animals, and water, but going vegetarian or vegan may not be for you or your family. There 
is a middle way. Reducing the amount of animal products in your diet by just 10% makes a 
difference, and if just 25% of Americans did so, the impact would be enormously helpful. Find out 
more here. (https://www.treehugger.com/how-be-reducetarian-4854921) 
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Girl Scouts has launched the Girl Scout Tree Promise, a new initiative that 

will help girls connect with the outdoors, provide tangible service to their 

communities, and engage with each other after a year online. Through the Girl 

Scout Tree Promise (https://www.girlscouts.org/treepromise ), girls will plant 

five million trees in five years to make our communities healthier and cleaner, 

address climate change, benefit wildlife, and foster environmental stewardship 

values. 

To learn more about the Girl Scout Tree Promise and how to partner with Girl 

Scouts in your area to build compassionate girl leaders, please reach out to 

your local Girl Scouts council for more information. 

Girl Scouts is setting out to plant five million trees across the country in five years, and to protect and honor 

new and existing tree

 

Destination Freedom 

Join Fairlington UMW on Zoom as we discuss recordings from the 1948-1950 weekly radio 
program Destination Freedom and learn about African Americans whose lives and actions inspired 
others. Contact Karlene Masters (fairlingtonumw@gmail.com) for Zoom information. 

The triumph of African American civil rights can be attributed to many heroes and heroines of the 
past. However, journalist Richard Durham, whose weekly radio program Destination Freedom (1948-1950) provided a 
foothold and paved the way for equality, is frequently overlooked. His radio drama program educated the masses on the 
image of African American society and generated counter-narratives to existing stereotypes. For over 60 years, the show 
remained forgotten until the transcripts were found, and the ‘voices of freedom’ were heard once more. Listen to each 
episode prior to the scheduled discussion date. 

September 1 – The Story of Denmark Vesey [ca. 1767-1822] - https://bit.ly/3giwdk4 

September 8 – Railway to Freedom [Harriet Tubman, 1822-1913] - https://bit.ly/2W6bM3b  

September 15 – The Long Road [Mary Church Terrell, 1863-1954] - https://bit.ly/2W9dnVo  

September 22 – Echoes of Harlem [Duke Ellington, 1899-1974] - https://bit.ly/386cAY5  

September 29 – Shakespeare of Harlem [Langston Hughes, 1901-1967] - https://bit.ly/3y9x78F  

October 6 – The Birth of the Urban League [Great Northern Migration] - https://bit.ly/3y9x7Wd  

October 13 – Negro Cinderella [Lena Horne, 1917-2010] - https://bit.ly/3j310Do  

October 20 – The Rhyme of the Ancient Dodger [Jackie Robinson, 1919-1972] - https://bit.ly/3B2OoSG  

October 27 – The Ballad of Satchel Paige [1906-1982] - https://bit.ly/383G5d2  
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Alexandria District United Methodist Women  
invite you to refresh yourself: 

Knitted Together for Power  
2 “Power Hours”  

From Hebrews 12:1-3  
Come enjoy community as we link arms, catch our breath,  

and gain renewed joy for the race set before us.  

Saturday, September 25, 2021  

1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81830532271   
Meeting ID: 818 3053 2271  
Passcode: 412346  
Phone only: 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 818 3053 2271  
Passcode: 412346 

 

We welcome your donations to support UMW missions.  
Write your check to "Alexandria District UMW”  

and enter “SLR” on the memo line.  
Send it to Marty Bickford, 3561 Martha Custis Dr., Alexandria, 22302.  

Need more information? Contact Alexandria.UMW.President@gmail.com.  
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ASSEMBLY 2022 MAY 20 – 22, 2022  
ORLANDO CONVENTION CENTER  https://assembly2022.org/  
 

At  ASSEMBLY 2022 we will TURN IT UP! for spiritual  
healing and renewal. We will TURN IT UP! for rebirth in a  
new time. We will TURN IT UP! for women leaders. We will  
TURN IT UP! for justice for women, children and youth.  
And it all begins with you. Will you TURN IT UP? 
 

Connect Women to Act 
Exciting plans are underway for the 21st Assembly of United Methodist Women, May 20-22, 2022. We hope 
that you will be among the thousands of women attending this exciting celebration in Orlando, Florida. The 
Assembly website contains a wealth of information and resources regarding the upcoming event. We invite you 
to visit the site at https://assembly2022.org/ . 
  
We know when we connect, we amplify our power as women to make a difference. Bond with the sisterhood 
and TURN IT UP! by putting your faith into action. UMW members can Invite and encourage attendance at 
Assembly that will reflect the inclusiveness of United Methodist Women: racial/ethnic diversity, persons 
employed and not employed, all ages, inside or outside the United Methodist Church; country and city dwellers, 
UMW members and prospective members. 
 
Registration opens 
Registration will open on Sept. 1, 2021 for either the in-person event or the virtual experience. In an effort to 
protect our environment and reduce printed resources, registration confirmation and updates will be handled via 
e-mail. Register early online at  assembly2022.org  to receive the early bird discount of $30 off the regular 
registration fee. The discount ends on Nov. 30, 2021. A registration acknowledgement will be e-mailed to you 
upon completion of your registration. 
  
Please know that proof of vaccination and/or wearing a mask may be required to attend Assembly. The United 
Methodist Women National Office is following guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and will comply with all applicable health and safety guidance to protect the safety of event 
attendees. We ask that you remain flexible with us as we continue to monitor best options as health guidelines 
evolve. We are excited to be able to offer both a live and a virtual option for the 2022 Assembly. 
 
Virtual registration kickoff 
Save the date for our TURN IT UP! Virtual Teatime Sept. 8, 7-8 p.m. ET. Get excited about all we have to look 
forward to at this TURN IT UP! Assembly. Hear inspiring Assembly stories—How did you first come to 
Assembly? Who have you brought over the years? Receive updates on our preparations to be safe at Assembly. 
Learn how to run your own TURN IT UP! Virtual Teatime and help recruit more attendees to this important 
Assembly. Click the following link on Sept. 8 to join the virtual marketing 
kickoff: https://link.gntv.info/umwassemblymarketing. Please share this link with your conference members and 
those interested in attending Assembly. 
 
Workshops  
Assembly 2022 will feature pre-registered workshops. When you register for Assembly, you may sign up for 
one workshop on Friday and one workshop on Saturday. The list of workshops will be posted on the Assembly 
website, under the Event Info tab—Workshops drop-down menu, so you may review the options prior to 
registering and make a list of your top choices. 
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Virtual option 
Can't join us in Orlando? Then join us from your living room! Assembly 2022 has both in-person and online 
experiences allowing even more women to participate and TURN IT UP! Virtual attendees receive access 
to all five Community Gatherings, one workshop on Friday and Saturday, exclusive behind-the-scenes 
speaker interviews, sisterhood networking, and more. Knowing you no longer pay for travel, hotel, and 
meals—this is a great bargain for the low early registration price of $199. Please know that your link for the 
virtual option can only be used with one device and cannot be shared. 
 
Get ready to TURN IT UP! 
 
Watch your e-mail for Assembly updates and please visit assembly2022.org for more information. 
 
 
Join us in prayer and planning so all who participate experience a joyful and enriching event! 
Exciting plans are underway for the 21st Assembly of United Methodist Women, May 20-22, 2022. We hope 
that you will be among the thousands of women attending this exciting celebration in Orlando, Florida. The 
Assembly website contains a wealth of information and resources regarding the upcoming event. We invite you 
to visit the site at assembly2022.org. 

Workshops 

A key component of every United Methodist Women Assembly is participatory workshops that TURN IT UP! 
to engage and nurture attendees, provide skills and tools to inspire leadership and make a difference in your 
communities. Town Hall Meetings and film discussions bring together experts on many topics while 
challenging us to think in new ways. 
 
Get ready to TURN IT UP! 

Why?  Now more than ever, women need to come together to reflect on today’s challenges and find comfort 
and strength to move forward finding ways for faith-filled women to make a difference in the world. 

UMW members Marlene Dakita and Suzanne Dorrick  attended the UMW Assembly in 2018 in Columbus, 
Ohio.  “A wonderful event with lots of energy and variety in speakers, topics and kiosks!” 

Conference, district and unit leaders and members are called on to invite and encourage attendance at 
Assembly that will reflect the inclusiveness of United Methodist Women: racial/ethnic diversity, persons 
employed and not employed, all ages, inside or outside the United Methodist Church; country and city dwellers, 
UMW members and prospective members.  

The first promotional information on Assembly 2022 is on page 9 of the August edition of The Link, attached.   

Also, on page 21 of The Link, Joyce Winston needs to know whether to pursue arranging a bus trip to Orlando. 
Anyone interested – without making a commitment at this time – should let her know at 
buckrowbeach@gmail.com.  
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Assembly Highlights: 

·       Please promote Assembly to all women in your circle of influence – and ask them to promote it as well 

·       Get an overview of what to expect at Assembly at https://assembly2022.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/UMW-2022-Promo_turn.mp4  

·       Get an overview of what to expect at Assembly at the Virtual Teatime on Sept. 8, 7-8 pm ET, at 
https://link.gntv.info/umwassemblymarketing 

·       Preliminary schedule, workshops, Leadership Development Days, Mix N’ Mingle networking, “New 
Wineskins” for UMW, Legacy banquet 

·       Registration (early with discount) opens Sept. 1. Both in-person and virtual options are available.  Register 
at https://assembly2022.org/ 

·       Housing opens Sept. 1; Virginia Conference block of rooms held until Dec. 1.  Reserve through Orchid 
Events:  https://book.passkey.com/go/UMWA2022 then click on Virginia Conference; or 888-341-3540 or 801-
214-7283 

·       Assembly 2022:  About; Why; Price; Get updates by email; Promote (flyers, bulletin inserts, video) – at 
https://assembly2022.org/  

·       Virginia Conference UMW liaison for Assembly 2022:  Marlene Dakita, Va. Conf. UMW Mission 
Coordinator for Membership, Nurture & Outreach (MNO) – mdakita@comcast.net or 703-244-4524 
(phone/text)  

 

(Sent to Suzanne Dorrick, UMW Social Action) 

I'm writing to you today to ask for your help building a strong connection across the Virginia 
Annual Conference for those advocating for creation justice. Please join with the VAUMC 
Creation Justice team and me in our efforts to support and grow Green Church, advocate for 
equitable access to clean water and just energy, and share God's love of all people and all of 
creation.   

To support our efforts, can you let me know if your local community of faith has a current 
Green Church Team, and can I add you as a point of contact for future education and 
network opportunities? 
 
 VAUMC Creation Justice Team info  https://vaumc.org/creationjustice/.  
 
Thank you for your time and many blessings. 

Sincerely, 
Brian Christoffersen 
Creation Justice Advocate 
VAUMC Board of Church and Society 
redceltic2010@gmail.com  
 



10 
 

 



11 
  


