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Purpose of United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is:


To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ



To develop a creative supportive fellowship and



To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the
church

Welcome to the full June newsletter Bridge Builder!
If you have items to include in future issues, please send them to
Alexandria.UMW.News@gmail.com.
MESSAGE FROM UMW PRESIDENT
Summer is here!
For all you lovers of summer’s delights, we’re finally able to get out and enjoy some fun in the sun. We
pray that you are able to spend safe and healthy time with family and friends.
The Alexandria UMW is making plans for the rest of 2021 and would love to add your events to the
calendar so we can all enjoy our sisterhood together, even if it’s still over Zoom. What are the women at your
church working on? Cooking, knitting, quilting, reading? Let us know!
Stay safe and well, get your vaccination, and we’ll see you in person soon.
In God’s service,
Maria Ward
Alexandria District UMW president
Keeping All Your Mission Work Together
What’s the best way to keep track of all the great work you’re doing? Your LIOP, of course! (What’s that?)
The UMW have the Living Into Our Purpose form so that you can see all the ideas for mission work, spiritual
development, social action, and other aspects of UMW life. As you read, study, meet, and support missions,
you can show how your passions fit into the big picture of UMW.
For example, do you and your unit practice spiritual disciplines such as scripture reading and prayer? Do you
use the UMW Prayer Calendar and the Program Book at your gatherings? Did you attend our mini Mission
Encounter sessions this spring on the school-to-prison pipeline? Did you let us know about your membership
numbers for the annual census? All of these activities and more link us together in sisterhood. We hope you’ll
fill out the LIOP summarizing the work of all the women in your unit so we can celebrate together on October
16. The deadline for submitting the form is September 10. Please send it to our District Education &
Interpretation coordinator, Donna Sapp. Her e-mail address is donnajosapp@hotmail.com.
Want to learn more? You can download the latest version of the form and get more news at this link: Virginia
United Methodist Women - Education & Interpretation (vaumw.com)

“Voices from the Garden” Review/Update
On June 12, UMW sisters from the Arlington and Alexandria Districts shared
delightful morning learning about the Women’s Monument in Richmond. Lyle
Minter from St. Matthew’s UMC led us through some fascinating information about
the women honored there. You can watch a recording of the event here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/8f3a5rBKgxUvVaGnb4LMcyK4z1RyIVaTAAEBT8c5Is
D7Alnc5UUFS2gdOuD4qsy0.VH7PjkDIrqHiZVgv

Here’s a link describing the monument: Virginia Women’s Monument Commission
http://womensmonumentcom.virginia.gov/index.html
One of the women mentioned was Elizabeth Keckley, seamstress and confidante of Mary Todd Lincoln. She
wrote the book Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the White House. We cannot
find the title of the book that was on an older UMW Reading Program list about her. If anyone can remember
the title, please let us know.
Here’s information about the Lucy Burns Museum at the Workhouse Arts Center in Lorton:
Lucy Burns Museum - Workhouse Arts Center
If you visit on Saturdays from 10-2, you can enjoy COVID-safe activities that include workhouse studio
artwork, metal forging demonstrations, entertainment, and food trucks. (This sounds like a wonderful group
outing! St. John’s UMW Women In Action circle has gone before but it is worth seeing again!)
If you’d like a copy of the slides used during the presentation, please contact
Alexandria.UMW.President@gmail.com. The PowerPoint presentation is a large file and difficult to send
through e-mail. If you’d like to contact Lyle Minter directly, his address is lyleminter@yahoo.com.
FOCUSING ON PLASTICAs a Creation Justice issue this month. Check out these free video choices on
YouTube: The Story of Plastic (animated), “Why We Need to Stop Plastic
Pollution in Our Oceans FOR GOOD”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yomf5pBN8dY
and for fun Laundro Man.
( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJIOlwhZg-g&t=23s ). These are less than 5 minutes long each.
Why? You don't have to look far to see plastic pollution. You don't have to look far to find alarming research or
scary statistics about the harm plastic, especially single-use plastics, are doing to our air, land, oceans, marine
life, and even our own bodies.
What can we do? Adopt sustainable habits and practices, including refraining from overconsumption,
repurposing and recycling materials, avoiding products that pollute or otherwise harm the environment, and
reducing the carbon footprints of individuals and families by reducing overall reliance on fossil fuels for heat,
transportation, and other goods” [including plastic, which comes from fossil fuels]. —UM Social Principles
For example: Think about it. Why would you make something that you’re going to use for a few minutes out of
a material that’s basically going to last forever, and you’re just going to throw it away. What’s up with that?
Jeb Berrier, Bag It movie
~Suzanne Dorick from United Methodist Creation Justice Tips and plasticfreejuly.org.

Calendar for 2021
Thursday evenings
July 1 – August 5

Mission Encounter – virtual

Virginia United Methodist Women - Mission
Encounter (vaumw.com)

Wednesdays July 14, 21,
& 28, at 7:30-8:15pm

Fairlington UMW Wednesday Night
Zoom Meetings

Wednesday, July 14,
7-8pm

Designer Handbag Raffle

Saturday, August 7

Alexandria District executive team
meeting

Please send your questions and concerns to
alexandria.umw.president@gmail.com so the
team can discuss them

Wednesdays at 7:308:15pm, August 4, 11, &
18

Fairlington UMW Wednesday Night
Zoom Meetings

contact Karlene Masters, Fairlington UMW
(karlenemasters@hotmail.com) for Zoom
details.

Friday, September 10

3rd quarter remittances due

Send remittances to Marty Bickford
3561 Martha Custis Dr., Alex 22302

Reading program reports due

Reading reports to
Alexandria.UMW.President@gmail.com

LIOPs due

LIOPs to donnajosapp@hotmail.com

Friday and Saturday
September 10 – 11

Virginia Conference Young Women’s
Retreat – virtual!

Scholarships available, contact Marlene Dakita at
mdakita@comcast.net

Saturday, September 25

Alexandria District Spiritual Life Retreat –
virtual!

Join us for a quiet afternoon over Zoom as we get
ready for fall.

Saturday, October 9

Oktoberfest with Del Ray UMW –
proceeds to missions

Stay tuned for details

Saturday, October 16

Alexandria District Day
Zoom and in-person too, we hope!

Meet your sisters from around the District

Saturday, October 23

Virginia Conference UMW 49th Annual
Meeting – virtual!

Tuesday, October 26

St. John’s UMW Harvest Banquet at St.
John’s UMC

Friday, December 10

4th quarter remittances due

Tickets, online fundraiser for Wesley

Community Service Center,
www.givebox.com/wesleycenter

Send to Marty Bickford

Wesley Community Service Center-Established in 1937, the center began as Methodist Women in
Portsmouth, VA joined to form a city mission board that would become involved in community needs and
social issues. The Center is now in its seventy fourth (74th) year of service and ministry.
Wesley Community Service Center’s mission is to operate programs and services aimed at empowering the
powerless. The organization continuously works to convey the message of human dignity and worth supported
by the love of God.
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/wesleycenterportsmouth/
Like many community non-profit organizations across
the country, the Wesley Community Service Center has
been hard at work raising funds and working with our
partners to ensure that, even though this unforeseen
global pandemic, we are able to continue providing the
highest-quality, Christian-based human services possible.
Our goal for this event is to raise essential funds to serve
those in need with critical food support, mental health
resource connection, clothing resources, tutoring,
ministry, and more. During a time where nothing is
certain and many people are facing unprecedented
challenges, we are serving even more individuals, thus
we are determined to raise the funds necessary to meet
these needs.
Tickets may be purchased at www.givebox.com/wesleycenter. Tickets are $50 and go to an incredibly
good cause, as we learned at the UMW pre-conference breakfast this morning.

Deborah Chusmir presented Kacie Greenwood the United Methodist
Women's (UMW) Pin on June 14th at a Friendship Circle Meeting for
all the mission work Kacie has been in charge of or participated in for
UMW Events and for Friendship Circle Mission Projects. Thank you
Kacie for everything and good luck on your move to Washington
state!!
Blessing and thanks for all you do,
Lorrie Rezendes
President of Aldersgate UMW
Photo from Aldersgate UMW

Aldersgate UMW Friendship Circle met on June 14th at
Leslie Atkinson's house as we said good-bye and offered our
best wishes to Kacie Greenwood and Pandy Jansen as they move
to other states this summer. Molly Johnson, Aldersgate's Youth
Director, was our guest speaker and fun was had by all and it
was such a delight to be getting back to normal and reuniting
with friends and not meeting by zoom. Praise God!!!
Thanks again,
Lorrie Rezendes

St. John’s UMW Board Members all get together in person in
Springfield after a year of not being able to see each other (all
vaccinated for COVID-19 now) for the their end of the 20202021 year UMW board meeting.
Photo by St. John’s UMC-UMW Vice President Anne Moore

In June, 2021 the UMW collected monetary donations for the St
Matthew’s Joy Fund Gas Card program. The Ken Jackson
Food Pantry grant to purchase diapers ran out, but the ministry
continues for infant diapers thanks to the congregation and
neighborhood collections by individual members. Recently, the
diaper distribution has expanded to meet adult diaper needs.

YOUNG WOMEN’S RETREAT COMING SOON
On Friday evening and Saturday – September 10 and 11, 2021, the Virginia
Conference UMW is hosting its Young Women’s Retreat via Zoom. Young
women between the ages of 18 and 40 are welcome to apply. Being a
member of the UMW or a church is not required. Scholarships are available.
Please contact Vikki Beaty bvikki123@aol.com for more information

How Can I Help?
Over the last few months, Rising Hope UMMC coordinated gathering stories from our neighbors who have
been affected by the pandemic in terms of losing their jobs, getting sick, and trying to rebuild their lives. Grants
from the Community Foundation of Northern Virginia and also from the Alexandria-Arlington UMC Bi-District
Board of Missions allowed Rising Hope to produce a video highlighting the narratives of people who have been
affected by the pandemic in many ways. These witnesses inspire us all to get involved with organizations in the
area and work on long-term solutions to the problems of poverty, homelessness,
and racism that the pandemic has only made worse.
Build Back Dream Forward - YouTube - We encourage all UMW members to
watch the video and prayerfully consider how they can help, either individually or
with their
Reprinted from June Bridge Builder:
Alexandria District United Methodist Women
invite you to refresh yourself:

Knitted Together for Power

with

Lisa Nelson-author, speaker, attorney
Hebrews 12:1-3, Learn how scripture empowers us to live
unbounded and frees us to serve with joy.
Saturday, September 25, 2021, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Zoom link:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81830532271
Meeting ID: 818 3053 2271
Passcode: 412346

Phone only: 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 818 3053 2271
Passcode: 412346

We welcome your donations to support UMW missions.
Write your check to "Alexandria District UMW”
and enter “SLR” on the memo line.
Send it to Marty Bickford, 3561 Martha Custis Dr., Alexandria, 22302.
Need more information? Contact
Alexandria.UMW.President@gmail.com.

Reprinted from the June, 2021 Bridge Builder:

Continuing this summer, join Fairlington UMW as we discuss Dismantling Racism, the 2021
Lenten devotional series from the Council of Bishops.* Download the weekly Journal Page
from https://www.umc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-lent-devotions-by-our-bishops
and watch the accompanying video prior to each week’s discussion. During our time together,
we will discuss the Questions for Contemplation at the end of the Journal Page in a safe environment. All
UMW members are invited to join us on this journey (Wednesdays at 7:30-8:15pm); contact Karlene Masters
(karlenemasters@hotmail.com) for Zoom details.
(First event was started June 26, 2021)
July 14 - Bishop Rudy Juan - Being Like a Servant (https://youtu.be/Tk4F10BU4aw)
July 21 - Bishop Tracy Malone - No Partiality (https://youtu.be/kwnCW_R0yGI)
July 28 - Bishop Julius Trimble - The Fierce Urgency of Now (https://youtu.be/3K-2-9oKa6g)
August 4 - Bishop Mande Muyombo - Forced to Carry the Cross (https://youtu.be/M0IUpdfluXE)
August 11 - Bishop Tom Bickerton - Doing the Best of Things at The Worst of Times (https://youtu.be/p4qzr9uqK80)
August 18 - Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey - Journeying Through the Dark (https://youtu.be/0mEU_dPozXE)
* About the video series: In 2020, the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church vowed to focus intently on
dismantling racism in the church and the world. The 2021 Lenten devotional series is another step in the journey of
repentance, reconciliation and action in which the whole church is invited to participate. Each week of Lent and every
day of Holy Week, a United Methodist Bishop offered a short devotion. These times of reflection will challenge and
inspire us to follow Jesus through the wilderness, alienation, betrayal and even death. Along the way, we will confront
the sin of racism, renew our faith, and remember the promise of Easter—that redemption, reconciliation and liberation
is possible.

Reprinted from the June, 2021 Bridge Builder:

The website to register for the UMW Mission Encounter had the “issue” of indicating it was closed with
no more registering but THIS IS NOT TRUE and now you CAN register for this!

Mission Encounter –beginning July 1 through August 5, 2021
https://vaumc.org/me/

Mission Encounter is very different this year. Instead of gathering for a long weekend at Smith Mountain Lake,
Mission Encounter will be held virtually over a six-week period, with two-hour study sessions conducted on
Thursday evenings. The theme - There’s Far More Here - is based on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. To participate,
please register online at www.vaumc.org/me. A fee of $10 and your contact information is required. Identified
below are the event’s timeline and a list of the study books, which may be purchased from Amazon.
What is Mission Encounter?
Mission Encounter is a joint effort between VAUMC United Methodist Women and Serving Ministries, inviting
members to be involved in the mission of God. In other conferences, this gathering is known as Mission U,
hosted by the United Methodist Women. Uniquely in Virginia, however, we made it a joint event and call it
Mission Encounter. We pray that every member will hear the call of our Lord to be part of the mission, and be
sent to the world!
What happens at Mission Encounter?
For participants, Mission Encounter is an opportunity to study current issues impacting society based on current
social justice and mission related topics. Participants grow in understanding the mission of the church in the
current world context; conference events are open to all.

Date
Time
July 1
7:00 – 8:00 PM
July 8
7:00 – 9:00 PM
July 15
7:00 – 9:00 PM
July 22
7:00 – 9:00 PM
July 29
7:00 – 9:00 PM
August 5
7:00 – 8:00 PM
The following classes are being offered:

Program
Worship/Plenary/Introduction of Staff
Session 1
Session 2
Session 3
Session 4
Closing Worship

1) Pushout, The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools
Author:
Monique W. Morris
Leaders:
Dr. Jack Call, retired Professor of Criminal Justice, Radford U.
Judy Diggs, Director of Equity, Diversity and Tiered Intervention
for Montgomery County, VA, Public Schools
2) Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom, Living Into the Church’s Moral Witnesses
Through Radical Discipleship
Author:
Darryl W. Stephens
Leader:
Reverend Nancy Robinson, Christ UMC, Richmond District
3) Finding Peace in an Anxious World
Editor:
Erin James-Brown
Leader:
Reverend Rick Geoghegan, retired UM minister
4) Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence, a Curriculum for Youth Leaders
Author:
Jay Godfrey
Leaders:
Reverend Drew Ensz, Director of Arise, NOVA
Reverend Bret Gresham, Director of Wesley at Virginia Tech
This class is for youth directors/leaders.
5) Responding to Violence, A Curriculum for Children’s Facilitators
Author:
Sue Raymond
Leader:
Reverend Linda Ray, Chamberlayne Heights UMC, Richmond District
This class is for children’s directors/teachers.
Registration ($10): Click here to register online
Detailed course description: click here (pdf) https://doc.vaumc.org/Serve/MECourseList.pdf

