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Prayer is the most im-
portant conversation of 
your day.  Take it to God 
before you take it to any-
one else. 

“Farmville District  

United Methodist Women”                                           

 Spring 2021 

                               

Hello and wel-

come to Spring!!! It has been so pretty the 
last few weeks with the flowers and trees 
waking up. Wasn't Easter Sunday glorious 
as well? I certainly enjoyed the day with my 
family outside in the warm sunshine and I 
hope you all did. 

 
We had a wonderful Easter service 
that was well attended as we cele-
brated Jesus rising from the grave. I 
can't remember an Easter in the past 
few years that has been more sym-
bolic and meaningful to me. There 
seems to be so  much sadness and 
uncertainty these days in the world, 
but as Christians we know where we 
are headed and the wonderful life 
that awaits us there. Easter confirms 
our belief in everlasting life with 
God our Savior...what a blessing it is 
each year. 
 
As the pandemic continues to influ-
ence our fellowship, please remem-
ber the opportunities to participate in 
events via Zoom or internet. Nothing 
replaces in-person gatherings, but 
we have to do the best we can to re-
main connected at this very odd time 
in our lives. I urge you to call 
friends, send cards, even write letters 
to stay in touch. Many people are 
suffering at home alone and have 
no way to let others know. Your 

reaching out could make a major 
difference in someone’s day. 
 
I appreciate all that each of you do 
and pray that 2021 will become a 
year of blessings and hope for us all. 
Stay safe, stay in touch with God, 
and stay connected as Christians. 
 
Love to you 
Becky                                                                                                           
District UMW President 

 
 

Greetings! 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you feel-
ing more confident that life will 
soon be returning to a more normal 
state with visits from family and 
friends.  My husband and I along 
with our grown children have all re-
ceived the COVID vaccination which 
is a good feeling and brings hope for 
the future months. During the slow, 
dark, winter months I looked for 
things in my life to be grateful for 
despite the restrictions that were 
surrounding us.  I had more time for 
reflection, prayer and reading which 
included my bible, devotions and 
the UMW Reading program includ-
ing the Response Magazine.  I also 
found time to catch up by phone to 

friends far away 
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and spending time trying to be creative with crafts.  
As the warm weather has gradually come about I am 
spending more time 
outside and watching 
God’s beauty unfold in 
many splendid colors.  
With each of these ex-
amples I found myself 
being thankful for this 
slower pace of life and 
realizing that God is good, and as stated in Ecclesias-
tes 3:1:  There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under the heavens. 
 
With prayer and continued hope, those who were at 
the most recent Leadership Team meeting decided 
that we should continue to plan for a Fall District 
meeting.  More details to come soon but in the 
meantime save the date:  Saturday, September 25, 
2021 from 10am—12 noon. 
 
If you have any feedback or suggestions for the Fall 

meeting please feel free to give me a call at 252-586-

8480 or email dbbdowling@gmail.com. 

Blessing be yours always, 
Debbie Dowling 
Farmville District UMW Vice President 
 

Good Day Ladies, 

The Easter season is behind us and I trust 

you were able to celebrate a bit more this year.  My 

church held a Community Sunrise Service down by 

Lake Gaston and we had a surprisingly good turn out 

from the community.  It was a beautiful morning, 

beautiful scenery, and a beautiful service.  A great 

start to a wonderful Easter Day. 

Many thanks to those of you who completed the 

2020 Survey/Census this year.  The preliminary re-

port is out and corrections and additions can be 

made until the end of this month so it’s still not too 

late for those of you who forgot to do it earlier. 

The next thing on the agenda for Membership, Nur-

turing and Outreach will be the Deceased Member 

Report due August 31, just in time for our Annual 

Meeting in September.  That is still four months 

away but if you have a deceased member, it would 

help me greatly if you would go ahead and send me 

the information so I can stay ahead of the game in 

preparing a display for the Annual Meeting.  You can 

email the information to me at alijohna4@aol.com 

or mail it to me at 204 Clearview Drive, Valentines,  

VA  23887. 

Have a great summer!  If today’s weather is any indi-

cation of what our summer will be like, it will defi-

nitely be a hot one. 

Blessings, 
Alice Johnson 

 
Every church in the Virginia Conference is invited 

(and encouraged) to participate in this year’s Annual 

Conference mission project called “Community Cans 

& Kits.”  This replaces the “Kits for Conference” and 

“Cans 4 Conference” initiatives. This year we ask 

each church to host a canned food drive (collection), 

as well as participate in creating hygiene kits and 

school kits. These items will be delivered as follows:  

The drop-off times will be between 2:00 p.m. -  4:00 

p.m., on June 19, 2021 

Collection Site: Farmville UMC, 212 High St, 

Farmville, VA 23901 

Ministries Served: FACES Food Bank located in 

Farmville. VA. 
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District Mission Coordinators: Rev. 

Susie Thomas, (225) 205-2883 

You are also welcome to send a contribution. 

Make checks payable to the Farmville District 

UMC and mail to 204 High Street, Farmville, VA 

23901. These funds will benefit the FACES Food 

Bank.  

You can find bulletin inserts, graphics, and other 

information by going to www.vaumc.org/kits  and 

find our district.  

Remember, we are “United as One,” and the more 

churches that participate, the greater impact we 

can have!  

Community Cans & Kits Team Leader,  Rev. Brian 

Posey       

 

 

 

 

GIVING DAY - UMFS  
 

Join us May 5 to support children in foster 

care!   

Your donation will make a critical difference in a 

child’s life, and could provide support like this: 

 $25 – school supplies for a child in foster care 

 $50 – birthday celebration for a child in foster 

care 

 $100 – emergency clothing for a child entering 

foster care 

 $250 – training and support for new foster par-

ents 

$500 – bedroom furniture for a child entering fos-
ter care 

Become a monthly sustainer - Your monthly dona-

tion provides vital ongoing support for children in 

foster care. 

WANT TO MAKE YOUR GIFT NOW?  Go to  https://

www.umfs.org/giving-day/ 

Prefer to mail a check? Please write “Foster care” 

on the memo line and send your donation to 

UMFS, Attn: Development Office, 3900 West Broad 

St, Richmond, VA 23230. 

Links of Interest 

Virginia Conference 

The United Methodist Church 

United Methodist Church 

Dollars and Sense Newsletter—VA Conference 

Treasurer 

Virginia Conference Digital Hub 

Virginia Conference E-Advocate News 

News-

letters@umcdiscipleship.org 

 

Communications 

Here I go again. Late, Late. So sorry for this. Seems 

like I have been losing emails, missing items from 

the newsletter and emailing the newsletter to peo-

ple who are not receiving it or their email is no 

good….  What else is going to happen!! 

With all the changes we have been going through, 

it has been a strange year.  It seems like a lot long-

er than a year!! Let us pray that things will get 

back to a “normal” , but I know things will be a 

different “normal” than what we use to know.  

 I know that God has been with us through it all. 

He doesn’t give us a burden but he is there to help 

us carry the burden.  We need to 

pray and pray long, sincerely for all 

people!  
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