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Purpose of United Methodist Women  

United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is: 

 To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ 

 To develop a creative supportive fellowship and 

 To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 

church 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the full June newsletter Bridge Builder! 

If you have items to include in future issues, please send them to 

Alexandria.UMW.News@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM UMW PRESIDENT 

Hello sisters!  Summer is here, full of blessings and cicadas!  I have been thinking back to 17 years ago, 

the last time the cicadas were out in such numbers.  I was traveling to Kansas City each week to help my client 

learn their new computer system, but the momentous news was that my wonderful boyfriend of 13 years 

proposed to me and we were married in September that year.  It’s good to remember back, but also fantastic to 

imagine the future as we come out of this wretched and heartbreaking pandemic so we can re-build our lives in 

new ways. 

Let’s dream about the ways in which we can bring the best of our past into our post-pandemic world.  

Did you enjoy your circle and unit programs?  How did you do your fundraisers?  Did you have potluck events 

and ice cream socials?  The Centers for Disease Control, Governor Northam, and Bishop Lewis have issued 

new guidelines for how to gather safely for fun, family, and worship.  Please take a few minutes to review these 

guidelines so that you understand the best science for keeping yourself and others healthy.  You can find the 

church guidance at www.vaumc.org.  The CDC guidance is here:  Choosing Safer Activities | CDC  

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/participate-in-activities.html )  The governor’s 

guidance is here:  Virginia Governor Ralph Northam - Governor of Virginia   ( https://www.governor.virginia.gov/ ) 

I know that you will continue with your UMW programs and missions, incorporating the best of what 

you’ve learned during the pandemic about virtual meetings as well as reaching out the “old-fashioned” way 

with phone calls and postal mail to stay in touch with each other.  Our UMW District and Conference events 

will continue to be virtual for the rest of the year, but we’ll begin to incorporate as many in-person options as 

we can safely.  Let us know your plans so we can be in fellowship together! 

Read on to learn about our summer programs and opportunities to be women united in mission to 

women, children, and youth.  May our God continue to bless you. 

Maria Ward, Alexandria District president 
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Peace Be With You 

UMW sisters from all across Virginia gathered on Saturday, May 15, over 

Zoom for a beautiful and inspiring morning of scripture, prayer, and 

reflection.  Reverend Ileana Rosario led us through various aspects of 

thinking about peace within ourselves, with our families and communities, 

and with creation.  Using scriptures from the New Testament, we meditated 

on questions such as “What takes away our peace and how can we restore it?  

What challenges peace within the church?  How is God calling me to spread 

and cultivate peace?” Perhaps one of the most thought-provoking questions of 

the morning was, “Am I the one who needs to change in order to know 

peace?”   

 

 

 

2021 Reading Program Information  

Calling all readers!  As we spend summer afternoons in the peace 

of our favorite reading chairs, let’s have a look at what’s new in the UMW 

Reading Program: 

 

 MY SAVIOR IS THE MASSES: DANCING ALONG THE 

PATH TO JUSTICE, by Joy Prim 

o The story of a Global Ministries mission intern. 

 CINDERELLA LIBERATOR, by Rebecca Solnit 

o A twist on the old tale. 

 #NOTYOURPRINCESS: VOICES OF NATIVE AMERICAN WOMEN, edited by Lisa Charleyboy 

and Mary Beth Leatherdale 

o Poems, essays, and art from our Indigenous sisters. 

 WOMEN RISE UP: SACRED STORIES OF RESISTANCE FOR TODAY’S REVOLUTION, by 

Katey Zeh 

o Ruth, Hannah, Mary Magdalene, and other Biblical women considered as women of resistance. 

 

For the full list of books for 2021 and 2022, visit Reading Program Catalog 2021-2022 

(unitedmethodistwomen.org) 

 

If your UMW group is reading together and would welcome additional friends, please let us know so that we 

can share these inspiring books.  If you do not have access to Zoom but would like to, please contact Maria 

Ward at Alexandria.UMW.President@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

May is Women’s Health Month! As the effects of climate change continue to threaten the well-being of 

women across the globe, we ask that public health agencies take steps to ensure the protection of women’s 

health services and our environment. Contact your local health department to learn about their initiatives to 

improve women's health and environmental impacts on health.  ~ Virginia Interfaith Power & Light  
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This information was in May’s Bridge Builder 

but here is additional information given for 

June: 

It has been a longstanding tradition to collect 

Kits at Annual Conference for United 

Methodist Committee on Relief   (UMCOR). 

UMCOR is not collecting kits in 2021, but 

serving our neighbors is an important part of 

Annual Conference. So, this year, across the conference we will be collecting “kits” that will stay local and 

serve our neighbors.  https://novaumc.org/cans-kits-ac2021/  

“Kit” collection will take place on Saturday, June 19 from 2-4 p.m. at the following locations: 

 

Burke UMC, Burke, 6200 Burke Centre Pkwy, Burke, VA 22015   

Rising Hope, Alexandria 8220 Russell Rd, Alexandria, VA 22309 

Or  

Monetary Donations 

If you or your church would prefer to offer a donation instead of providing the requested items for the 2021 

Annual Conference Kits & Cans project, you can do so using the  online payment form at this link. 

https://novadistricts.wufoo.com/forms/z1chmj7704vhsc9/ . 

Donations will be distributed to our ministry partners. You can find a list of the ministry partners below. You 

can also mail a check made out to Methodist Joint Account with 2021 AC Kits & Cans in the memo line to 

our office. 

Attention: Maureen Allison, AC2021 

3600 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 210 

Fairfax, VA 22030 

Introducing  Kenn Speicher the Mission Coordinator for this effort. Kenn has been working closely with the 

conference and will be the go to person for any questions as the day draws near.  

Please find  information on the NoVa UMC website including bulletin inserts and details. Or information here's 

the link:NoVaUMC.org/cans-kits-ac2021 

The conference created this video. Feel free to use it/share it as you see fit. 

Conference Kits & Cans Collection Team contacts: 

 Sharon Thompson who is point at the Grace UMC location 

 Judy Fender who is point at the Burke UMC location 

 Tatiana Sabin who is point at the Clarendon UMC location 

 Sarah Casey who is point at the Floris UMC location 

 Sandy Miller and Venisa McCormick who are point at the Rising Hope Location 

Thanks again everyone! Go Team!!~ Cynthia Lopynski  

https://novaumc.org/cans-kits-ac2021/
https://novadistricts.wufoo.com/forms/z1chmj7704vhsc9/
https://novaumc.org/cans-kits-ac2021/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jx_kERCCDWfqHfq9U59dVmdYxKuSF4dj/view?fbclid=IwAR0o_V2W6yfi5jwCQFAVm7Vv1KkAexOqEhRxitJDLHLxmwg62NQzxgwb6QE


June 10 is almost here! 

Sisters, you know that the missions serving 

women, children, and youth cannot happen 

without your prayers, your service, and your 

generous financial contributions.  We encourage 

you to send in your offerings and pledges for the 

second quarter to your local unit treasurer so that 

she can send them to our District treasurer Marty 

Bickford by June 10. 

Where does your pledge money go?  When 

you donate funds as “mission giving,” you are 

supporting missionaries in the U.S. and around 

the world – those in active service and those who 

are retired; mission institutions such as our 

Virginia Wesley Community Service Center in 

Portsmouth; grants and scholarships for women and programs that meet our mission goals; and financial 

support for social justice work in climate justice and the criminalization of women of color.  For more 

information, click this link:  United Methodist Women - United Methodist Women: What We Fund   

( https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-fund ) 
 

We are always delighted to learn about the gifts you make to designated efforts as well, such as Camp 

Highroad, Rising Hope, and the UMW Legacy Fund.  And we know that you support the local projects near and 

dear to you, such as your local elementary schools and women’s shelters.  Please send us your mission stories 

so we can pray and support your love in mission. 

Marty Bickford’s address is 3561 Martha Custis Dr., Alexandria, 22302. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Here's a link below to a video that Rising Hope put together with grant money from the Community 

Foundation of Northern Virginia and the Alexandria-Arlington UMC Bi-District Board of Missions.  

The purpose is to tell the stories of people who have been affected by the pandemic in many ways, and to 

inspire us all to get involved with organizations in the area and work on long-term solutions to the problems of 

poverty, homelessness, and racism that the pandemic has only made worse. 

Build Back Dream Forward - YouTube 

Over the last six months, community members from Alexandria City and Fairfax County have joined together to produce 

a film project intended to be used as a conversation starter for your organizations and communities. This video highlights 

the effects of COVID-19 on communities of color and low-income communities. You will hear from members of our 

communities directly as they bear witness to their lived experiences during this pandemic and share their hopes for the 

future. 

I encourage all UMW members to watch the video and prayerfully consider how they can help, either 

individually or with their units. 

One of the locations for this year's Cans 4 Conference donations is the Rising Hope food pantry. 

 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-fund
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-fund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kehuv8BfXI8


 

 

Voices from the 

Garden 

Alexandria-Arlington  

United Methodist 

Women 

Bi-District Day 

Learn about the Virginia Women’s Monument in Richmond 

and the women honored there 
 

Saturday, June 12, 2021 

10:00 a.m. – Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86583525327  

Meeting ID: 865 8352 5327  
Passcode: 116745  

Phone only:  (301) 715-8592 
Meeting ID: 865 8352 5327  
Passcode: 116745 

 

Speaker:  Lyle Minter, formerly with the Library of Congress 

Offering:  Wesley Community Center and Camp Highroad 

Please make your check payable to your UMW unit  

(write Bi-District Day on the memo line)  

and send it to your unit treasurer. 

For more information, contact Alexandria.UMW.President@gmail.com 
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Fairlington UMW weekly 2021Wednesday evening discussion group for June, July & August 

Logo image link: https://www.umc.org/-/media/umc-
media/2020/06/16/20/16/umc_dismantlingracism_logo_1200x800.ashx?mw=1200&hash=88ED15FFF44A1B1
F0C5DA01F7A8D487EAED1493C  
 

This summer, join Fairlington UMW as we discuss 

Dismantling Racism, the 2021 Lenten devotional series 

from the Council of Bishops.* Download the weekly 

Journal Page from 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-lent-

devotions-by-our-bishops and watch the accompanying 

video prior to each week’s discussion. During our time 

together, we will discuss the Questions for Contemplation 

at the end of the Journal Page in a safe environment.  

All UMW members are invited to join us on this journey 

(Wednesdays at 7:30-8:15pm); contact Karlene Masters (karlenemasters@hotmail.com) for Zoom Details: 

 

June 2 - Bishop Hope Morgan Ward – Now is the Time (https://youtu.be/j_mnhHuDBc8)  

June 9 - Bishop LaTrelle Easterling - Surrendering to Christ (https://youtu.be/Vik80fgK-ig)  

June 16 - Bishop Hee Soo Jung - Becoming Sacred Space (https://youtu.be/EkcHZEPoat4)  

June 23 - Bishop Karen Oliveto - Let My People Go! (https://youtu.be/Xv6fki33eRc)  

June 30 - Bishop Christian Alsted - Are You Ready to See Jesus? (https://youtu.be/_4b4cM6a0gE)  

July 7 – no meeting 

July 14 - Bishop Rudy Juan - Being Like a Servant (https://youtu.be/Tk4F10BU4aw)  

July 21 - Bishop Tracy Malone - No Partiality (https://youtu.be/kwnCW_R0yGI)  

July 28 - Bishop Julius Trimble - The Fierce Urgency of Now (https://youtu.be/3K-2-9oKa6g)  

August 4 - Bishop Mande Muyombo - Forced to Carry the Cross (https://youtu.be/M0IUpdfluXE)  

August 11 - Bishop Tom Bickerton - Doing the Best of Things at The Worst of Times 

(https://youtu.be/p4qzr9uqK80)  

August 18 - Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey - Journeying Through the Dark (https://youtu.be/0mEU_dPozXE)  

 

* About the video series: In 2020, the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church vowed to focus 

intently on dismantling racism in the church and the world. The 2021 Lenten devotional series is another step 

in the journey of repentance, reconciliation and action in which the whole church is invited to participate. 

Each week of Lent and every day of Holy Week, a United Methodist Bishop offers a short devotion. These 

times of reflection will challenge and inspire us to follow Jesus through the wilderness, alienation, betrayal 

and even death. Along the way, we will confront the sin of racism, renew our faith, and remember the 

promise of Easter—that redemption, reconciliation and liberation is possible. 

 

 ~ Karlene Masters, Fairlington UMC-UMW 
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This past Fall Donna Broadbent made hundreds of jars of jam and 

pickles which she donated to the UMW to sell since we were not able 

to have a bazaar.  To thank her for her unselfish work that provided our 

treasury with $2,234, Bethel UMW presented her with a Special 

Mission Recognition pin.  The proceeds will go to the purchase of the 

pin and will go to the United Methodist Women’s Legacy Fund, a 

permanently invested endowment fund that will forever be a source of 

income for the United Methodist Women.  It provides the assurance 

that UMW can provide the life affirming compassionate care and 

support that heals, restores and empowers populations of women, 

children and youth in the years and decades to come. 

Thank you, Donna Broadbent! 

 

 

Do you know a rising 10th, 11th, or 12th grader who would love to explore  
the intersection of Christian faith and Science? 

 
Please tell them about Convergence:  A Youth Theology Institute on Faith and Science at Randolph-Macon College in 

Ashland, VA.  This year’s event will be via virtual format where participants can sign up for the sessions/themes that 

interest them OR for the entire event.  Themes are listed below and registration details are at 

convergence.rmc.edu.  Each session is limited to 30 participants.  Those who participate in the full event can earn a 

$1,000 scholarship to R-MC.  Questions?  Contact the Rev Kendra Grimes, Chaplain at Randolph-Macon College, at 

kendragrimes@rmc.edu.  Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/convergencermc.   

June 21-22  Session 1:  Origins 

 Consider how faith and science fit together 
 The origins of the Universe 
 The origins of Life 
 What about artificial intelligence? 

 
June 28-29  Session 2:  Our Interconnected World 

 Science in Music 
 The Neuroscience of Social Media 
 The Physics of Food 
 Chemistry and Crime 

 
June 30  POPular Science (free and open to all 

Convergence participants) – meet a person of faith who 

has excelled in a science-related career. 

July 7  Session 3:  The Chemistry of Fun 

 Explore the Psychology of Fun 
 Discover the Chemistry of Fireworks 

 
July 25-28  Virtual Week of Service 

 A Voice for Creation (Rev. Pat Watkins) 
 Healing Humanity (Rev. Anne Kesner) 
 Food and Faith (JaemiO, Jamie O. Grant) 
 Clean Water (Rev. Dottie Yunger) 

 
July 30  POPular Science (free and open to all 

Convergence participants) – meet a person of faith who 

has excelled in a science-related career.
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Mission Encounter – 
beginning July 1 through August 5, 2021 

Mission Encounter is an annual event sponsored by Va Conference United Methodist Women and The Serving Ministries 

Office of VaUMC. This year's event will be virtual, spread across 6 weeks.  Studies to choose from are: 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World by Erin James-Brown 
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique Morris 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness Through Radical 
Discipleship  by Darryl Stephens 

 

Youth: Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence by Jay Godfrey 
Children: Responding to Violence by Sue Raymond 

Serving 101, The Mission of God’s People by Christopher Wright 
 

 

Note that one study is designated for those working with youth and another for those working with children.  To learn 

more, please visit (https://vaumc.org/me/) 

Registration ($10): Click here to register online 

Detailed course description: click here (pdf)     https://doc.vaumc.org/Serve/MECourseList.pdf  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tXVXjsabhefrVf6ceu1HZs7huKgWxWj7fetF6ugz_1NU5ylet7j-3a-2SqK3ududiFIq2NlgoRWRJE_TKi6TOyaSBI35Hae04v82Qok8bnTsUOYJ8kHZIDDi9ZxwtoE6oieHzvZ4ODWLDLKFghdnLA==&c=SnBSgOXAcNQTtYD2319iyoCTA6RMiYV5SNFcwy1F60SNdtg_Bxy8sA==&ch=RAdS-bxz_BsUA5nrqLC0vq9jnzWS10ResUir6-x-MAPYXR98b3J4bA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tXVXjsabhefrVf6ceu1HZs7huKgWxWj7fetF6ugz_1NU5ylet7j-3a-2SqK3udud2bsTbZtiuJhWnPWzIr87qqQ_Rff9iuyBpoBT2dgrVGEhH_l39jBhBmVooYodjV2XXW39Us5V8JinUqoysRbGOw==&c=SnBSgOXAcNQTtYD2319iyoCTA6RMiYV5SNFcwy1F60SNdtg_Bxy8sA==&ch=RAdS-bxz_BsUA5nrqLC0vq9jnzWS10ResUir6-x-MAPYXR98b3J4bA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tXVXjsabhefrVf6ceu1HZs7huKgWxWj7fetF6ugz_1NU5ylet7j-3a-2SqK3ududSB4Gj6HW-TDSGtcgFe45Crt4v-wHuKXBH6Fef23egOlyJcT_M9A7FV78k3LJzWcMx2Z9qedLRWVBLbkWe2p2cwmsAmTn7SfQJQ_3RmD6LPA=&c=SnBSgOXAcNQTtYD2319iyoCTA6RMiYV5SNFcwy1F60SNdtg_Bxy8sA==&ch=RAdS-bxz_BsUA5nrqLC0vq9jnzWS10ResUir6-x-MAPYXR98b3J4bA==
https://doc.vaumc.org/Serve/MECourseList.pdf


What is Mission Encounter? 

Mission Encounter is a joint effort between VAUMC United Methodist Women and Serving Ministries, inviting 

members to be involved in the mission of God. In other conferences, this gathering is known as Mission U, 

hosted by the United Methodist Women. Uniquely in Virginia, however, we made it a joint event and call it 

Mission Encounter. We pray that every member will hear the call of our Lord to be part of the mission, and be 

sent to the world!  

 

What happens at Mission Encounter? 

For participants, Mission Encounter is an opportunity to study current issues impacting society based on current 

social justice and mission related topics. Participants grow in understanding the mission of the church in the 

current world context; conference events are open to all.  

               _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Creation Justice Tips: 

 

Share these monthly Tips with your family, friends, and congregation.! 

https://umcreationjustice.org/  

 

From United Methodist Creation Justice Tips: 

 

Have you seen a firefly lately?   

Summer is firefly time. You might call them lightning bugs, but 

either term summons images that delight. Fireflies flash to attract 

mates. However, with so much artificial light at night, they can’t 

see each other. If they can’t mate, they can’t make more fireflies. 

We humans need to turn out our lights so their light can 

shine. Find out more and what else you can do at firefly-botany-

girl.hub.arcgis.com. 

 

You already know Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. You may even have added 

Reuse (especially single-use plastics), Repair (what’s possible), and Rot 

(compost) to the list. Here’s one more:  

Remember! First, Remember who you are and Whose you are!  

When you focus on God’s call to you to care for creation and justice, it’s easier 

to remember to do the other R’s.  
 

From United Methodist Creation Justice Tips. 
 

~Suzanne Dorrick 
   UMW Mission Coordinator Social Action 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Alexandria District United Methodist Women 
invite you to refresh yourself: 

 

Knitted Together for Power 

with 

Lisa Nelson 

author, speaker, attorney 

Hebrews 12:1-3 
Learn how scripture empowers us to live unbounded 

and frees us to serve with joy. 

 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 

1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Zoom link: 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81830532271 

Meeting ID: 818 3053 2271 
Passcode: 412346 

Phone only:  301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 818 3053 2271 
Passcode: 412346 

 

We welcome your donations to support UMW missions. 

Write your check to "Alexandria District UMW” 

and enter “SLR” on the memo line. 

Send it to Marty Bickford, 3561 Martha Custis Dr., Alexandria, 22302. 
 

Need more information?  Contact Alexandria.UMW.President@gmail.com. 
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