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 Mar 20~9:30 a.m., 

Spring Event on 

Wesley Communi-

ty Service Center, 

Via Zoom 

Apr 30 Articles 

due for the Bridge 

May 1 Social Ac-

tion Event via 

Zoom 

May 15 Conference 

Spiritual Life Re-

treat via Zoom 

Mission Encounter 2021  
 

Virtual Event Registration begins April 1  
 

The theme is based on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 “So we’re not giving up. How could 

we! Even though on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, 

on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by without his un-

folding grace. These hard times are small potatoes compared to the good times, 

the lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets the eye. 

The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t 

see now will last forever.” (The Message) 

Climate Fellowship 
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 Word from Our UMW President  

 

I’m trusting that you and your family have been well and anticipating, if not already have gotten, the 

Covid-19 vaccination.  Last year was difficult in so many ways, but certainly had its bright spots. 

Household chores left undone were accomplished; books read; for the most part relationships 

strengthened; prayer time increased; and Zoom, Webinar, and Live Streaming became terms we 

came to embrace.  Although not able to physically touch one another, we could see and hear others 

and have effective meetings and workshops. I appreciate the 42 in attendance for our Officer Train-

ing Day; you represented almost half our units.  We hope you found the training to be helpful to you 

in your new or continuing position.  Presidents were recently sent a copy of the minutes and at-

tendees.  Copies of the slides are available as well and Mission Team members will be glad to an-

swer any questions you may have.  Just call on us. 
 

I’ve had a hymn running through my mind recently entitled “We are One 

in the Spirit” and read recently that the theme of our virtual Annual Con-

ference this June is “United As One,” based on John 17:20-23.  Bishop 

Lewis shared that this Scripture shows Jesus praying for himself, his disci-

ples, and for all believers and further states:  “This Scripture shows the 

importance of us being One.”  I couldn’t agree more.  I like to think we, 

whether the church or our country, have more in common than that which 

divides us.  For example, there are several bills before the General Assem-

bly this year that, in the past, have been quite controversial but are now reaching consensus and 

many being passed into law.  Several of us recently participated in the VICPP “Days for All People” 

held Jan 18-22.  The daily plenary speakers were inspirational and immediately following their 

presentations we were given a few minutes to e-mail our legislators asking their support for/against a 

bill(s) related to their areas of passion.  Afternoon sessions were equally informative as they spoke to 

human needs, especially those involving women and children.  To view the plenary speakers and 

session slides click on link under VICPP logo found on next page (pg. 3). To view legislative action 

on bills of concern to UMW members, go to virginiainterfaithcenter.org.  The session doesn’t end 

until March 7, so you still have time to contact your legislators and solicit their support pro or con. 
 

Another way we are expanding our unity is by attending UMW sponsored podcasts on a variety of 

subjects, including our social action priorities.  To view the 26 episodes previously recorded go to 

unitedmethodistwomen.org/FaithTalks.  You can also register for the Feb 11 podcast on Black His-

tory Month.  To register for three webinars on “Just Energy for All,” Feb 22 and Mar 8 and 21, go to 

unitedmethodistwomen.org  and click on members and leaders, action, climate justice, Just Energy 

for All, and Register Today.  Took me a while to find it, so I’m making it easier for you.     
 

We are blessed to have in our Tidewater area a National Mission Institution, 

the Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth.  On March 20, we 

will have the Executive Director, Renyatta Banks, as our Zoom guest to tell 

us what’s been happening at the Center during this pandemic and how we 

can be of assistance.  Hope to see you all that morning.  
 

Each of these are ways for us to connect with one another, as we seek 

to carry out the purpose of our great organization and, more importantly, the mandate 

of Jesus our Lord as he told us: “As I have loved you, you must love one another.”  

John 13:34b.   
 

Keep in touch and I will too,       

Sylvia Rumsey    

YRD UMW President—Sylvia Rumsey 
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Black History Month is a part of 

American history that was purposely 

omitted from our school history books 

and lessons. We are obligated to right 

history’s wrongs by sharing the sto-

ries of African-American survivors, 

heroes and white allies. The link be-

low is Dorothy Ravenhorst’s memory 

of integration in Virginia and her 

conference’s decision on the Charter 

for Racial Justice during the years 

after Brown vs. Board of Education. 

We can learn from members like Mrs. Ravenhorst how to emulate ally behavior and responsibili-

ties for present day social justice issues. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/dorothy-ravenhorst-and-the-charter-for-racial-

justice 

The York River District Committee on the Charter for Racial Justice is composed of Chair, Presi-

dent Sylvia Rumsey; Social Action Coordinator Jo Rawls; Chair, Nominations Committee Jill Da-

vis; Spiritual Growth Coordinator Amy Oliver (Mission Team member); a local unit President 

Nancy Ransome; and two additional members Julie Rosas and Janet Henke. 

DAYS FOR ALL PEOPLE 2021 SURVEY & RESOURCES 
Good afternoon!  

The VICPP leadership and staff are grateful for your participation throughout the week of our 2021 

Days for All People. Without your support, it would not have had any impact. Please take a moment to 

take our participant survey linked below to provide your feedback and thoughts. We have also created a 

resources page with links to the plenary recordings, workshop presentations and facilitator contacts all 

in one place for your follow-up. We encourage you to remain engaged and become a stronger advocate 

in 2021! 

TAKE PARTICIPANT SURVEY 

SESSION RESOURCES PAGE: www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/get-involved/2021dfap/sessions 
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Vice President—Mary Saylor 

   The United Methodist Women booklet On a Path for 

Mission contains an insert titled "Mission or Missions?" 

The text notes that pastors and scholars confuse their lis-

teners/readers when they use the words "mission" and 

"missions" interchangeably. According to theologian 

Lesslie Newbigin's, "Mission is the entire task for which 

the Church is sent into the world. 'Missions' are the spe-

cific activities undertaken by human decisions to bring 

the Gospel to places or situations where it is not heard, to 

create a Christian presence in a place or situations where 

there is no such presence. Mission, in short, is the goal 

and the purpose of God for us. Missions are the human 

objectives by which we respond to God's love for us." 
 

The spring gathering of our York River District UMW will focus on one of the 

national missions related to the United Methodist Women, which lies in our 

own backyard. The Wesley Community Service Center (WCSC), located in 

Portsmouth, VA, has offered programs and services in the tradition of the his-

toric settlement house movement in America since 1937. The Center aims to 

empower the poor and marginalized while conveying a message of dignity and 

worth for all persons. 
 

We are delighted the WCSC Executive Director, Renyetta Banks, will join our Zoom session to share 

how this outreach ministry has continued providing services during the pandemic. She'll also offer sug-

gestions of how our local units and individual members may become more involved with the Center. 

Please mark your calendars for this Zoom gathering on Saturday, March 20, 9:30 am. The Zoom link 

will be emailed closer to the date of the event. 

Another opportunity to be in ministry within the Virginia Conference is to support Heart Havens. This 

network of 12 residential homes across the state offers Christian, faith-based homes to persons with in-

tellectual disabilities. The aim of Heart Havens is to empower residents to become independent, contrib-

uting citizens of their communities. Jennifer Boyden, CEO of Heart Havens, is anxious to share more 

about this mission opportunity with individual United Methodist Women units. She'll participate by 

Zoom, sharing videos and answering questions. Contact Jennifer at jennifer.boyden@hearthavens.org to 

arrange her virtual visit with your unit.  
 

You'll notice that the York River District calendar contained in this issue of the 

Bridge has dates for future events but no locations. The Mission Team is anxious to 

return to in person meetings when conditions are safer. Meanwhile, let us give 

thanks for the technology which allows us to continue to connect virtually and to 

remain involved in missions.                                                                

                                                                                                               ~Mary Saylor 
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Education & Interpretation Coordinator—Dana Freeman 

Social Action Mission Coordinator—Jo Rawls 

     Some of this article comes from Brenda NeSmith who is the Virginia Conference E&I coordinator.   

She shared this via the Conference newsletter last year and I wanted to share it with all of you! During 

the response moment of our January meeting,  I noted some ways to use your response magazine with your 

units. Here is another. 
 

“You Can’t Beat God’s Giving, No Matter How You Try.” This is the refrain of a gospel 

song sung when worshipping at Asbury UMC located in Church Hill, Richmond. During 

the offering time, they sing this song with exuberant voices, proclaiming God’s grace and 

extravagant generosity, as they bring their offerings to the front of the church to place them in the offering 

plates. God is so good to us! We are compelled to respond with praise and deep gratitude. 
 

UMW members, individually and collectively, express gratitude to God through Mission Giving, which is 

the lifeblood of our organization and the foundation of our mission work. Our financial gifts support mis-

sion and advocacy, improving the lives of women, children and youth in the U.S. and around the world. 
 

I mention here three places of mission and I invite you to the pages of response to “meet” the persons relat-

ed to these programs: 

1) Philippines – “Rise Up” – an ecumenical organization supporting victims affected by the government’s 

“war on drugs” killings (Nov/Dec 2019) 

2) United Kingdom – East Belfast Mission – ministry with a divided and marginalized community (Jan/

Feb 2020) 

3) Southwest China – Amity Foundation University for Girls – UMW scholarships provided 

for students with financial needs (Sept/Oct 2019) 
  

Through our Mission Giving, we are doing our part in making a difference! And financial 

giving is one thing we can do while social distancing and staying safe. I encourage you to 

share stories and contribute to our missions in the midst of this pandemic. Keep in touch 

with your unit members; reach out with stories of the good our contributions continue to do  

       around the world.                                                                                                                                                                                      Blessings, Dana 

I’m Jo Rawls and I’m your new District Social Action Coordinator.  As familiar as this Scripture is, I 

will always try to live it: Micah 6:8—He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.     

We are determined women who seek justice in many places.  We bring women together in 

ways to advocate and act for those who have no voice or little power to change their envi-

ronment.  Our shared passion and efforts will be on Climate Justice with a focus on Just 

Energy For All. There is a 3 part webinar series  from UMW National beginning Feb 22 on 

this subject.   

Please register at unitedmethodistwomen.org.  Our other attention is on Racial Justice, concentrating on 

the School-to-Prison Pipeline that targets our youth.  Also, I urge you to listen to Faith Talks podcasts to 

hear discussions from women who are empowered to put their faith, hope and love into action. 

(unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks)  

I am excited to bring you the latest news to be informed and prepared to act on unjust poli-

cies that affect our women, children and youth.  Please contact me at jo@rawls.com or 

phone: 757-898-4484 for information and to speak at your meetings.   

                                                                                 Blessings to all of you, always! Jo 
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Education & Interpretation:   

Membership, Nurture and Outreach—Julie Rosas 

          I am collecting the "census" by March 1, at julie@lowerumc.com or  

Julianne Rosas  

72 Lower Church Rd. 

Hartfield, VA 23071 
 

Instructions to fill out online form can be found at: Virginia United Methodist Women - Membership 

(vaumw.com)  

There are 3 ways you can complete the form. 

1. Go directly to the UMW- https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020 

            Complete the form and notify Julie that you have completed the form online. 

2. Download the Word Document, fill in the blanks and email them back to Julie. 

3. Print the PDF, complete the form, mail it to Julie or scan the completed PDF and email it to Julie. 
 

Julianne Rosas 

Forms are attached to the email with the Bridge. 

                                                                                                       

 Spiritual Growth—Amy Oliver 
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 It is hard to believe that we have been “quarantined” for almost a year. Who knew that Covid-19 

would change our lives so drastically? I miss so many things that I’ve always taken for granted: visit-

ing with friends and family, going to church, all the hugs I had from friends and family, just going 

shopping and so much more.  Some of us are still waiting for the vaccine and who knows if it will pro-

tect us from the new variants of Covid-19.  
 

We now have more time to organize our homes, write letters to friends and family, send 

cards to our shut ins and to use our time for getting closer to God. A friend gave me a 

daily devotion called “Jesus Calling.” It is like Jesus is here talking with me and remind-

ing me that he is with me throughout the day. What a blessing to have Jesus beside me.  
 

And we have more time to pray. Prayers are needed for so many folks suffering and dy-

ing from Covid-19 and other diseases, people out of work and not able to pay their rent 

or feed their children. This is a trying time but God will get us through. 
 

On a brighter note, Virginia UMW will hold the annual Spiritual Life Conference coming 

up on May 15. I attended in 2019 for the first time and do not want to miss another one. 

The conference will be via Virtual/Zoom so there will be no travel or lodging expenses. 

The morning sing-a-longs and devotions will put you in the right frame of mind for the 

day. The group sessions are inspirational and very enlightening. 
 

Put May 15 on your calendar and plan to attend. ~Amy Oliver 

Save the Date—Ensure hope for women, children and youth 

Day of Giving, March 23rd 

2021 Our Year of Hope 
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund 
 

Generous donors have agreed to match gifts received for the Day of Giving. 



After a year, the Covid-19 Pandemic still continues to cause disruption and changes to our usual rou-

tines. As the newly elected Secretary of Program Resources, I encourage you to use this extra time 

many of us seem to have by reading any books from the Reading Lists 2015 through 2022. Yes, begin-

ning with list 2015 if the book was not counted on a previous report.  A Reading Program article in the 

2020 Nov/Dec Response indicates 2017 to the 2021-2022 lists. Andris Salter, Operations Office at Unit-

ed Methodist Women, explained books could not be sent for evaluation therefore it was not possible to 

establish a new list for the coming year. 
 

Additional adjustments and changes have been made to the program. 

There are three movies that can now be counted toward the Reading 

Program:  

1. Just Mercy (Available with Redbox) 

2. The Hate U Give (Available with Redbox) 

3. Pushout   
 

Also if you have participated/listened to the Faith Talks Podcasts, those can 

now be counted in the Spiritual Growth category. All episodes can be 

found at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org . You must listen or participate 

in two to count it as one book in SG category. If you participated/listened 

to three, you can count it as a Bonus Book. A Bonus Book counts as two 

books in different or the same categories. Remember Mission U studies 

(Mission Encounter) count as two books. Other Bonus Books can be found on each reading list, too. 

Children’s books can be found within the categories. 
 

The lists of books can be found on the United Methodist Women website: 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram. There are several lists to be 

found going back several years, but for the coming year only those back through 

2015 can be counted for a reading certificate awarded this year.  The Response 

article mentioned above has a brief synopsis of the books on the 2021-2022 List. 

“Where to Find Books” found on the website list several ways to locate the books 

you may want to read.   
 

In addition, the Virginia UMW Conference has a Lending Library operated by the Conference Secretary 

of Program Resources, Marilyn Blagg.  For information on the Lending Library go to 

www.vaumw.com. Tap on Program Resources on the left side. UMW Reading Program 2021 will ap-

pear to the right.  Scroll down to 2015-2021 Reading Lists then down to 2020 Books Are Now Availa-

ble From the Lending Library. Next go to 2020 Lending Library Rules for Borrowing Books. PLEASE 

NOTE the site has not been updated unless Marilyn Blagg is listed as the contact for orders.  Marilyn’s 

contact information: Phone-(540)396-6127; e-mail; marilynblagg@hotmail.com  
 

The Report of Completion Requirements form can be 

found on either website and should be filled in and re-

turned to the unit Secretary of Pro-

gram Resources or other designated 

person within the unit by the first of 

September. She then forwards it to me the by September 10th to allow time for awards 

to be prepared for presentation at the District Annual Meeting.  
 

If you need additional information, please call (757)268-4217 (leave a message) or   

  send an e-mail to: patfitz6@verizon.net~Pat Fitzgerald 
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Secretary of Program Resources—Pat Fitzgerald 

 
Bonus Books 
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Treasurer—Joan Heaton  

GREETINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR: 

My hope is that we will, at some point, be able to get back to a more normal way of having meetings, 

and socializing, than we had in 2020.  One of the ways that we have of keeping in touch with others, 

without being with them, is to send greeting cards.  And if you have visited a card store recently, you 

know that card prices are getting higher and higher.  Did you know that United Methodist Women has 

greeting cards for sale? For every card you purchase for $ 5.00, all the money goes toward Pledge to 

Mission, so it is helping in the work of United Methodist Women here in the U.S.A. and around the 

world.  
  

Cards are available for all occasions.  I have: Thank You, Peace, Congratulations, Welcome to the new 

baby, Happy Birthday, Thinking of You, In the Service of Christ, In Loving Memory, and Christmas 

cards.  On the backs of many of the cards is a highlight of one of the many mission projects supported 

through U.M.W.  Some of the cards contain a small message inside the card regarding mission work, 

with plenty of room for a personal note as well.  So check your calendar, plan ahead, and ask the treasur-

er of your unit to order cards for you, giving her $5.00 for each card needed.  If you find yourself need-

ing a card and don’t have time to go through your treasurer, send me a quick note with a check and the 

name of your church, so that your unit can get credit, and your address, and I will mail the card directly 

to you.  I also have Gift in Memory cards that have a tear off receipt, and there is no charge for them.  
 

As the treasurer of your unit, you can have a supply of these cards, and when someone has need of a 

card, they can tear off the receipt and return it to you with their money, which you would then send to me 

in your next report.   What a wonderful way to send special greetings to a friend, and support the work of 

United Methodist Women at the same time.   
 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me.   

If you have a new treasurer, please let me know so that I can reach out to her.   

My phone number is 757-898-6006 and my e-mail is jatheaton529@gmail.com.   

May God be with us all during these uncertain times.—Joan Heaton 

First Fox Hill 

UMW met 

via ZOOM 

for their 

Planning 

Committee 

Meeting and 

after the 

meeting par-

ticipated in a 

"creative, 

supportive 

fellowship". 
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 Members of St. James UMW found tokens of love on their 

porches right before Christmas. Co-Presidents Nancy Ran-

some and Debbie McDaniels delivered small gift bags con-

taining “Jesus is the Reason” Christmas ornaments and 

pocket devotionals to members’ homes and thoroughly en-

joyed the opportunity to see their sister members, even from 

the distance that had to be maintained for safety.  

   

Jesus is the Reason Christmas ornaments received by St. James UMW members Tracy Small-Johnson (left) 

and Miché Goolsby (right) hanging on their Christmas trees. 

 

Staying connected to members and other congregants 

The members of St. James United Methodist Women wanted a way to 

show that we may be physically apart, but are still part of a united church 

family. Our solution? A church-wide tee-shirt fundraiser that also helped 

support our continuing UMW mission efforts. The tee-shirts feature the 

St. James logo in a design created by Patrice Byrd, daughter of UMW 

member Maxine Byrd.  

St. James UMW Co-President Nancy Ransome models one of the tee-

shirts sold during the fundraiser and delivers Earnest Roberts, St. James member, his shirt. 

 

The women sold 88 tee-shirts to St. James members and distributed the shirts 

in a 1-hour touchless, drive-by pick-up in the church parking lot January 16. 

Our members also used the pick-up time as an opportunity to drop off mone-

tary donations for a local family the unit is supporting through Lindsay  

 

St. James UMW Co-President Nancy Ransome collects donations from UMW 

Member Sandra Hall to support Lindsay Middle School family 

 

Pre-pandemic, St. James UMW members had “Quarterly Outings” at local restaurants to 

eat, chat, and just fellowship. We found a way to recreate some of that good time via a 

Zoom we called the “Just for Fun and Fellowship Zoom Event” January 15. Like our 

quarterly outings, the event had no UMW business discussion, just touching base with 

each other and having a bit of fun. Each member was asked to use one word to describe 

her experiences during the previous months of social distancing; pandemic concerns; so-

cial and political unrest; and new ways to shop work and go to school. 

The hit of the event were two games of “Three Truths and a Fib” as way to see how well 

members knew each other. Before the event, each member was asked to provide three 

true statements and one false statement about herself and submit them to co-presidents 

Nancy Ransome and Debbie McDaniels. During the event, members selected which mul-

tiple-choice option was the fib about each member in an online game show. The winner 

of each game received modest prizes. We plan to continue with the online game show during future Zoom 

Quarterly Outings! 

Twenty-one St. James UMW members used an online engagement platform to play games during their fun 

Zoom event. Melanie Gilchrist won the first game to rousing applause. 

St. James United Methodist Women 
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Faithful Climate Action Fellowship 
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Training Meeting Pictures—January 23rd 
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UMW District Mission Team 2021 
  

President: Sylvia Rumsey, First UMC, Hampton 

Vice-President: Mary Saylor, Wesley UMC 

Secretary: TBD 

Treasurer: Joan Heaton, Grace UMC 

Spiritual Growth: Amy Oliver: Chestnut Memorial 

Education and Interpretation: Dana Freeman, Tabernacle UMC, Poquoson 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach: Julie Rosas, Lower UMC 

Secretary of Program Resources: Patricia Fitzgerald, Wesley UMC 

Social Action: Jo Rawls, Chestnut Memorial 

Communications: Nancy Gumbert, Wesley UMC       Parliamentarian: Joyce Winston 

Archivist: Ruth Ann Sprague          Nominations Chair: Jill Davis, Lower UMC 
 

UMW Nominations Members for 2021 

Dawn Cluts: Bethany, Gloucester Point        Jill Davis: Nominations Chair,  Lower UMC 

Ann Fary: Salem-Gloucester Point         Pat Gwaltney: Lower UMC 

Pat Kessler: Uzzell UMC          Janet Taylor: Parkview UMC 

Annie Scott:  Chestnut Memorial UMC 

Mission Team at Training Meeting—January 23rd  
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United Methodist Creation Justice Movement 

Join the United Methodist Creation  

Justice Movement  

5 part Workshop Series  
 

February 28, March 4, 7, 11 & 14, 2021 -- 7-9 pm ET                               

Cost: $15  

This workshop will prepare you to understand creation care and climate 

justice in the Wesleyan Tradition; to recognize environmental concerns 

and solutions; to incorporate creation care into your worship; and to ex-

ercise environmental stewardship in the life of your congregation and 

community.  It will focus on practical approaches to greening your build-

ings, your grounds, your ministry, and your witness. 

Five 2-Hour Sessions: 

 Our Theological Grounding 

 Climate Crisis and Creation Justice: Connecting the Dots 

 God’s Good Gifts: Called as Stewards and Prophets 

 What Can Churches Do? 

 Your Green Team, Your Plan 
 

The primary text will be CLIMATE JUSTICE: A CALL TO HOPE AND ACTION edited by Pat Watkins 

and used in the 2016 & 2017 United Methodist Women’s Mission U curricula. You may be able to borrow a 

copy from an attendee to Mission U. If not, provide your mailing address to bobdowns@sbcglobal.net no 

later than 15 Feb 2021 and we will send you a paperback copy. 

More information and a link to Register 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/loving-people

-and-planet-in-the-name-of-god-engaging-

the-local-church-tickets-138680070825  
 

Details on their website at https://

umcreationjustice.org/loving-people-and-

planet-in-the-name-of-god-engaging-the-

local-church/  
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