
   

July-September 2020 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be 

a community of women whose purpose is to know God 

and experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 

Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and 

to expand concepts of mission through participation in 

* Please register with the contact at the host church by the Monday before the event. 

Children Welcome. 

Elizabeth River 
District 

 

.  

 

Past Events 

Did you have an event 

your unit was a part of?  

Send a picture or two 

along with a small         

article and I’ll add it to             

The Current. 

Upcoming Local 

Unit Events 

Please let me know of 

any upcoming  local 

unit events you’d like  to 

share. 

2020 Calendar of Events 

 

January 11           Mission Team Planning Meeting          UMC Center, Glen Allen 

January 11           *ERD Breakfast/Training                      Community UMC, VA. Beach 

January 30          *UM Day at General Assembly             Richmond 

March 14              *ERD Prayer Breakfast                          Thalia UMC, Virginia Beach 

March 27              Mission Team Meeting        UMC Center, Glen Allen 

March 28              Executive Committee Meeting       UMC Center, Glen Allen 

April 17-19            Southeastern Jurisdiction Meeting     Mobile, AL 

May 15 -17             Spiritual Life Retreat         4H Camp at Smith Mtn Lake 

June 6                    *UMW Day Ferrum College        Ferrum College 

June 13               *ERD Prayer Breakfast        CANCELLED 

June 18-20            VA  Annual Conference-Roanoke        CANCELLED 

June 19               VA Annual Conference                           VIRTUAL 

July 24-26            *Mission Encounter         CANCELLED 

Sept 11-12              Young Women’s Retreat        CANCELLED 

Sept 12                   *ERD Annual Meeting          VIRTUAL 

October 3              UMW Budget Meeting         TBA 

October 23            Mission Team & Executive Mtg        VIRTUAL 

October 24            VA UMW Conference         VIRTUAL 

December  12       *ERD Advent  Prayer Breakfast        TBA  
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Update from President 
Marta Pizzeck 

  
President 
Marta Pizzeck 
757-739-6491 
Martapiz@verizon.net 
 
Vice President 
Neola Walker 
757-217-2356 
wallermm1@gmail.com 
  
Secretary 
Cathie Douthat 
757-588-0929 
mike167@cox.net 
  
Treasurer 
Joyce Thompson 
757-478-2129 
joyceccumc@gmail.com 
 

MISSION COORDINATORS 
 

Spiritual Growth 
Janice Melton 
(757) 729-1949 
mimijmelton@yahoo.com 
 
Education & Interpretation 
Diane Skinner-Mewborn 
757-485-0993 
mrsmew@cox.net 
  
Social Action 
Neola Waller 
757-217-2356 
wallerwn1@gmail.com 
 
Membership, Nurture & 
Outreach 
Janet Day 
757-488-2673 
jday216@cox.net 
  
Secretary of Program 
Resources 
Sara Rudisill 
757-484-4095 
sara.rudisill@gmail.com 
  
Chairperson, Committee On 
Nominations 
Karen Day 
(757) 488-2673 
kday13@cox.net 
 
  
Communications Coordinator 
Teresa Stawson 
757-337-9914 
tstawson@gmail.com 

MISSION TEAM  

2020 

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, I 
thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  These are 
the words of Apostle Paul to the church of Phillippi.    
 
Our United Methodist Women’s plans, meetings, events have all changed 
with the COVID-19 pandemic.  I continue to lift all of you in prayer not 
only personally but also for the work of your units.  Even with all the 
changes there is still a lot of work being done for the missions of UMW, 
whether its collecting school supplies for kits, or collecting and working in 
food pantries, or sewing masks and continuing to support through meeting 
our pledge in mission giving.    Even though we are not able to be together 
physically, there are many ways to still stay connected by continuing to 
support the missions of the United Methodist Women.   
 
Our country is not only dealing with the pandemic but the racial injustice 
and unrest.  We can stay connected with getting  involved with informa-
tion, and education offered by UMW through faith talks, Dismantling     
Racism Initiative and joining in the Social Action Book Discussion “So you 
want to talk about race”  that was offered in July and August via Zoom.   
There are more to come andI encourage all of you to register for the      
education discussions in the future.  
 
It’s time for all of us to think outside of the box, it’s time to learn new    
technology in order to continue and move ahead.   I encourage you all to 
help those that are having trouble with new technology and if you are    
having trouble please reach out make a call.   All of the District Officers are 
here to help if we can’t, then we will find someone or a way to help.  
 
I want to thank those units that volunteered to host Pray Breakfast and has 
been cancelled.    Of course  we won’t be meeting physically at Beech Grove 
for our Annual Meeting on Saturday, September 12th 10:30 I look forward 
seeing you all at our Zoom meeting.    Zoom link to be sent out this week.   
 
Stay Safe, Wear a mask in public and wash your hands! 
 
Marta Pizzeck, President UMW Elizabeth River District    757-739-6491 
 
PS.  I hear people are getting emails from me that is asking you to send 
cash or gift cards.  Those are a SCAM  Please don’t do that unless you talk 
with me.   Beware.  
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Vice President 
Neola Waller 

One of the responsibilities of a Vice President is to plan meetings, and the plans I made last February 

for the September Annual Meeting of the Elizabeth River United Methodist went awry, not caused by 

any of us but due to the pandemic. We won’t have the privilege of meeting at a church and seeing each 

other face to face as we did last year. 

But the good news is that we will meet virtually where we can see and hear each other on September 12 

when we will be privileged to have as our guest speaker, Mary Jane Rawley, president of the Virginia 

Conference United Methodist Women. Her topic will be Connected to Mission. Plan on joining us for 

this important meeting. Meeting as a group is important for the good of UMW and for the mental 

health of our members. I fear that we won’t do much, if any, of that until a vaccine with widespread    

usage is available. 

I have received my copy of the United Methodist Women Program Book 2020-2021, and I hope all the 

unit vice presidents have received their copies as well. Knitted Together for God’s Good Work is filled 

with many suggestions for programs and activities for units. You will find information about several 

videoconferencing platforms which you may want to use in these unusual times, along with how to 

adapt programs to virtual meetings. Special programs for World Thank Offering, Pledge to Mission  

Service and A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial are included. There’s even a knitting project if your unit is 

so inclined. 

Units may want to collaborate with the Social Action Coordinator on the two social justice priorities 

(see Social Action Coordinator’s article). The February, May and July programs caught my eye about 

social justice issues with much helpful information 

I recommend that all UMW members read Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission. It’s a   

bonus book (counts for two) in the 2020-2021 UMW Reading Program. This book contains histories of 

women’s organizations of all the predecessor denominations that now compose the United Methodist 

Church. Despite serious resistance from churchmen, these women formed foreign missionary societies 

to provide education and health care for women and girls internationally and home missionary          

societies. They tackled racial justice and other pressing social issues at home. They helped establish the 

deaconess program and opened the doors for women to take on leadership roles in many arenas. This is 

the story of our 151-year-old women’s movement still calling us to answer God’s call to mission. This is 

the legacy our foremothers have left us, and I felt honored and proud to be a member of United     

Methodist Women as I read the book. 
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Joyce Thompson 
Treasurer 

Hello, my name is Joyce Thompson and I am the Treasurer for the Elizabeth River District UMW.  I 

want to say hello to each of the unit Treasurer. 

I would like to give you some information you will need to know and use during your tenure as such. 

First I would like to introduce the information on our District website.  The website breaks down how 

each unit’s funds are used by the UMW.  Each time you submit funds you need to complete “The         

Remittance Form” This form is broken down into 3 areas:  Mission Giving, Designated Gifts, and        

Administrative and Membership Development (A&MD). 

The form for Candle burning must be to me no later than September 10 if you wish to be included in the 

District annual booklet. 

The next form is for “Rainbow Givers.”  This should be completed for each person you wish to honor.  

An instruction sheet is included.  This can be done anytime throughout the year but to be recognized at 

the District annual meeting forms must be in my hands by September 6. 

The last form you may need is the order form for cards.  I will have cards at each of our District       

meetings but you can email me and I will send you a card form.  Once I have the order form I will send 

the cards to you.  The cost of the cards is $5.00 per card which goes to mission giving. 

The last item I want to pass on are dates to remember: 

Your quarterly reports are due:  March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 10.  I must have my   

reports in to the Virginia Conference Treasurer by the 30th of each of these months.  Each quarterly    

giving should be sent on the remittance form. 

To become a Five or Six star giving unit the unit must give in each of the categories listed under Mission 

Giving on the remittance form.  To receive an award this year giving is based on funds received from 

September 1, 2019 thru August 31, 2020.  Any giving received after August 31, 2020 will be applied to 

next year. 

Joyce Thompson 
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Spiritual Growth 
Janice Melton 

1 Peter 1:3-9  

Father let all of me be overcome by your presence 

Show us and help us to know Your will. 

Live in Christ, 

 Janice Melton 
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Education and Interpretation 
Diane Skinner-Mewborn 

Notes From E and I 

This has been a summer like no other.  We have said that so often.  “The same ole 

same ole”.  Is that really true?  This month’s Notes From E and I were suggested by 

the article, “Let Go”. in the July/August 2020 issue of Response magazine.  The     

author is Matt Miofsky who leads us in an analysis of the difference between change 

and transition.  There are scriptural references to familiar Bible stories that help    

understand. 

Read the article for an opportunity to expand your vocabulary and discover the     

possibility for growth in discipleship. 

John Wesley called the daily work the Holy Spirit does in our hearts, minds and   

spirits sanctification.  How do we respond?  Are we afraid to move forward, so we ask 

for one more committee study?  Will we miss an opportunity to learn and grow? 

The mums are showing up at the nurseries and markets.  Is this a hint of change to 

come? 

Lord in your mercy,    
 
Diane 
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Social Action Coordinator 
Neola Waller 

What are UMW’s Social Justice Priorities for the 2021-2024 Quadrennium? 

 Climate Justice, with a particular focus on Just Energy 4 All campaign 

Mass Incarceration/Criminalization of Communities of Color, with a particular focus on  

Interrupting the School to Prison Pipeline campaign 

There are only two priorities for the 2021-2024, both chosen with a great deal of intention and discernment.  

What is needed now and where do our strengths lie? With fewer issues, we can better focus our resources and 

time. Our work on these issues shows the intersections with gender inequity, racial and economic injustice, 

placing us in a unique position to lead as the nation confronts its role in systemic racism. 

Gender justice and women’s leadership development are part of United Methodist Women’s core                

commitments and will always be a key component of our work.Likewise, United Methodist Women has a long

-standing commitment to eradicate racism. We know that all people are beloved in God’s eyes, and until they 

are loved in the eyes of all, our work persists. 

I hope that you are able to participate in some of the UMW webinars and podcasts on race and climate justice. 

As well as providing us with a wealth of information, they make us realize that we are all in this together. Faith 

talks are monthly conversations with UMW about timely topics. You can listen to past talks on the United 

Methodist Women web page, searching for Faith Talks. 

Democracy, Values and the 2020 Election 

One of the most important actions we as citizens can take is to vote. In just a few months we will be deciding 

on issues and candidates likely to shape the future. How do we as people of faith respond? What values do we 

uphold? 

As United Methodists, we are called to love our neighbor, to do justice, and to care for the vulnerable. This 

means we must be engaged in our political community to better the society and to promote the common good. 

We are called to see the inherent worth of all people and to work for the well-being of all God’s creation. 

It is with the history of our working for justice, women’s rights, civil rights, just to name a few and keeping our 

justice priorities in mind that the UMW supports a voter guide Democracy, Values and the 2020 Election: 

Reflections Guide for Faith Communities. You may download the full guide by clicking on: 

https://forms.gle/wrUgqbbq1CSo88Rd6 
If you aren’t registered to vote, you have until September 30 to do so. Here’s an important web site:             

elections.virginia.gov/voterinformation   After you Google this, the next page has four options: Register to 

Vote, Check Registration Status, Find Your Polling Place, Apply to Vote Absentee by Mail. It’s a one-stop shop. 

I check it often to be sure that my request for an absentee ballot is still there. 

Call me if you have questions (757-217-2356}. 
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 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for 

I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 

thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 

righteousness.  

Isaiah 41:10 

What a year this has been so far.  I don’t know about you, but it feels to me as though 

we have been in pandemic/panic mode forever.  Now, there is a bitterly divisive elec-

tion right around the corner, civil unrest every time we turn on the TV,  and here 

comes the peak of hurricane season.  Whew!  It’s tough to figure out what to worry 

about next! 

Well, for me it’s not hard at all.  While I know that all these things are real and we 

have every right to be concerned, I also know that our God is so much bigger than all 

of  the mess currently going on around us.  Whenever I’m tempted to worry over 

things beyond my control, I think on the words from Isaiah 41:10   

I also know that even though we can’t be together physically right now, we can still be 

together in the spirit. What a comfort it is to know that whatever is going on around 

us, God has promised to always be there with us and for us.    

In these troubling times, Lord, help us to remember who we are, and whose we are. 

The peace of Christ to you all, 

Teresa Stawson 

Communications Coordinator 

Teresa Stawson 
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ELIZABETH RIVER UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Guidelines for Hosting District Prayer Breakfast 

 

1. The District shall be responsible for arranging all aspects of the program/service. 

2.   The Local Unit shall be responsible for: 

Taking reservations.  Deadline for reservations is Monday prior to breakfast.  (If reservations are 

called in after deadline, remind people that they may still attend the program at 9:45am.)  

Children welcome.  .  The Reservation Sheet should be given to the District Treasurer by 8:15 

am the morning of the event. 

Providing a table and two chairs for the District Treasurer to receive payments and the Unit  

       Treasurer to assist. 

Preparing and serving breakfast.. 

Inviting the church organist/pianist to play for the event. Email me with the name of the person 

playing on Monday before the event. If your musician is not available, arrange for a substitute. 

Inviting the church minister to give the invocation at the beginning of the program. 

The Unit President will be responsible for beginning the program with a welcome to our meeting. 

  

3.    Expenses: 

(a) The $5.00 prayer breakfast fee will be received by the District Treasurer the morning of the 

event.  The  local Unit Treasurer, or a substitute, is asked to help.   Host Unit members eating 

breakfast should pay the $5.00 as well.   

(b)  The Local Unit will receive a $75.00 service fee for hosting the prayer breakfast. 

(c)  The District Treasurer will pay the Local Unit for food purchased.  Please be frugal in food 

purchases and base purchases on the number of reservations.  Receipts should be totaled and 

given to the District Treasurer for her records.  There will not be reimbursements for paper and 

plastic products or decorations. 

(d) Organist/special music and speaker honorariums ($25.00) will be given.  If the speaker and/or mu-

sicians are members of the Elizabeth River District United Methodist Women, their participation is 

considered a gift to the organization and they do not receive an honorarium.   

 

Thank you very much for agreeing to host the Elizabeth River District United Methodist Women’s Prayer Break-

fast.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions. 

 

Marta Pizzeck, Vice President, Elizabeth River District UMW 

Phone: (757) 739-6491      E-mail: martapiz@verizon.net 
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"Virginia Conference United Methodist Women:"Virginia Conference United Methodist Women:"Virginia Conference United Methodist Women:"Virginia Conference United Methodist Women:    
Still Living Into Our Purpose"Still Living Into Our Purpose"Still Living Into Our Purpose"Still Living Into Our Purpose"    

    
A Message to our UMW SistersA Message to our UMW SistersA Message to our UMW SistersA Message to our UMW Sisters    

Greetings to each of you!  Our United Methodist Women's plans, meetings, events, etc. have changed with the COVID-19 pandemic.  

What has not changed is our work in mission for women, children, and youth all over the world.  Some of our advocacy focuses have 

been touched deeply by the coronavirus such as domestic violence, health for women and children, and economic inequality to name a 

few.  Sisters, even though we are not able to be together at this time physically, there are ways to still connect and do the best we can to 

continue our work safely.  Your Virginia Conference Mission Team met via zoom a few weeks ago and it was a team decision to con-

tinue with Living into Our Purpose (LIOP) and to give recognitions rather than awards at our Annual Meeting.  Living into Our     

Purpose is our "blueprint" for our work.  It helps keep us on the path of our foremothers, our purpose and our mission as United 

Methodist Women.  PLEASE CONTINUE READING THIS COMMUNICATION FOR INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS OF THE 

MISSION TEAM REGARDING “LIVING INTO OUR PURPOSE.” 

Mary Jane Rawley, President 

It is an unsettling reality that COVID-19 has seriously impacted our organizational life and interfered with aspects of our program, 

including “Living Into Our Purpose,” report period September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020.  All has not been lost as many units were 

able to work on LIOP goals for the six months (September to February) prior to the closing of our churches. 

It is a time of learning new technology, relying on old fashioned communication and “thinking outside the box.”  We all need           

encouragement to move ahead.  So, we thought it might be helpful to focus attention on what can be done during the remaining             

summer months and even beyond. We will do this by referencing the LIOP template and including ideas that we the Mission Team 

would like to share with you.  (LIOP form attached) So here goes: 

1. Purpose (Mission Giving)  

Suggestions:  Specifically provided by Linda Borror, Conference Treasurer 

1a. “Make and Meet a Pledge to Mission Giving.” 

Even though this year is a very difficult time, try to be vigilant in encouraging your units/individuals to send in their pledge money so 

that our UMW Mission Projects can remain open for women, children and youth.  This can be done by a telephone call or note to your 

members which would serve two purposes:  (1) staying connected to your members and checking on them; (2) asking if they need any-

thing and then a gentle reminder that pledge money, if at all possible, is still being collected. 

1c. “Increase the local organization’s Pledge to Mission this year.” 

There is no set limit on the amount as it could be anything from $1 on up. 

1d. “Qualify as a Five-or-Six Star Organization by contributing to five or Six Channels of Mission Giving.”   This is for the period Sep 1, 2019 – 

Aug 31, 2020 

This is simple to do as any amount paid on your pledge during the year would qualify a unit, as well as $5 for a Gift in Memory or Gift to 

Mission Card.  One Special Mission Recognition at $40 and any amount for the World Thank Offering and Candle Burning makes your 

unit a six-star organization. 

1e. “Have one (1) member become a Rainbow Giver.”  This must be turned in to your District Treasurer by early August.  Only one (1)      

member at $60 is a part of the Living Into Our Purpose and qualifies your unit as a five-star organization. 

1f. “Participate in the United Methodist Women Legacy Fund”. 

Any amount from an individual(s) earns you a point and more importantly insures the future of United Methodist Women. 

All of the above can be accomplished by sending your check through your unit treasurer as the first step.  She then sends it to the    

District Treasurer who compiles and forwards it onto the Conference Treasurer.  This can be done from your favorite chair at home or 

from your front porch. 

 

JUST DO THE VERY BEST YOU CAN 

2.  KNOW God (FAITH)   

NEWS FROM CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 
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2a. “Encourage the practice of Spiritual Disciplines (i.e. scripture, prayer, fasting).” 

 Suggestion: Begin a covenant group among the members; Members agree to privately read devotionals, scripture, the    

Upper Room etc. and meditate on the source for the week(s).  Members connect regularly by conference calls, round robin 

emailing or Zoom. Note: Devotionals written by UMW Conference officers are posted on-line every Monday.  Email Mary 

Jane Rawley to be placed on the email list. 

3.  EXPERIENCE FREEDOM AS WHOLE PERSONS (HOPE) 

3b.  “Present a Program or initiate a project based on District or Conference Social Action Priority.” (Reminder: 

The Conference Priorities for 2016-2020 are Economic Inequality, Climate Justice, Criminalization of Communities of Color;   

Maternal and Child Health) 

Suggestions:  

1. Have a Social Action Study using Zoom:  For example, one unit has been doing a Climate Justice Study weekly on Zoom.  

Could your unit have a study addressing one of the Social Action Priorities and do it on Zoom? 

2. Have a Program on one of the priorities during a Zoom meeting, using material from response, guest speakers; relevant 

book report(s) from Reading Program; Also, view Faith Talks Podcasts individually at home and discuss at a zoom meeting.  

The Faith Talks Podcasts are monthly conversations with UMW members exploring themes, many with spiritual growth    

content, but also with topics relating to our priorities such as Paid Family Leave, Creation Care, Education Inequality.  Back 

episodes are available.  Find information on unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

3f  ”Have at least one (1) member sign up to receive Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy alerts (http://

www.virginiafaithcenter.org) and use ideas to advocate for justice.” 

Suggestion:  One volunteer can receive the alerts from the Virginia interfaith Center for Public Policy and share with    

members by way of letter or email, and the members can study the information and determine whether to advocate for justice 

while at home, through providing signatures, letter writing etc.   Also, Social Action Coordinator, Karen McElfish, frequently 

sends out emails with information and requests for advocacy. 

4.  DEVELOP A CREATIVE/SUPPORTIVE FELLOWSHIP 

4e.  “Write to at least five mission workers listed in Prayer Calendar.” 

4g.  “Submit names of deceased members to District MN & O Coordinator by Aug. 31.” 

Suggestions: The two items above can be easily accomplished while at home. 

5.  EXPAND CONCEPTS OF MISSION 

5c. “Select a Mission Institution or Project which is supported by funds from the United Methodist Women Na-

tional Office or the Ministry Grants of Virginia.” 

Suggestion: Conduct a poll on-line if consensus is required for allocation of funds. 

Wesley Community Service Center, the only National Institution in Va., continues to need our support, especially at this time 

of COVID-19.  Wesley is currently holding a fundraiser raffle, May 10-June 20 to raise funds for much needed repairs.  For 

information: goggle  Wesley Community Services Center or link: thewesleycenter.ourraffle.org. 

5d.  Have or participate in at least one current mission study during the year. 

Suggestion:  This year we won’t have Mission Encounter, but National Office has informed us that there will be an adapta-

tion of one of the studies, “Finding Peace in an Anxious World.” The study guide has been adapted to be used easily either 

individually or in virtual small groups. Study leader trainers have also worked to create a series of companion videos to en-

hance the study. Available very soon.  
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A final thought:  Let us remember to stay connected with our UMW sisters who may not be moving as quickly in adapting to       

technological advancements.  Keeping them invested as valued members is essential; We cannot afford to lose them.  The                      

old -fashioned methods, calling or writing a note, still work. 

 

Looking to the Future:  We anticipate that changes will be made to the LIOP template for 2020-21 to include more realistic and 

attainable goals.  We look forward to Annual Meeting and a time of recognizing you for your accomplishments.  We pray that all will 

stay connected, encouraged, safe and healthy. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO OUR PURPOSE. JUST DO THE VERY BEST YOU CAN! 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Your Sisters of the Virginia Conference UMW Mission Team, 

Mary Jane Rawley, President 

 



 13 
New Living Into Our Purpose for 2020 
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Power in the Pandemic 

Romans 8:28:  "All things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according 

to His purpose." 

We have been in pandemic mode for six months, and there doesn't seem to be a significant change in 

the near future.  If not for the promise of Romans 8:28, we all may be tempted to despair.  I want to 

encourage United Methodist Women to look for God's purpose and how He is working good through 

these stressful times.  To help you get started, I want to share a few of my observations of the power 

of God at work in our pandemic world. 

I see the hand of God in the continuous service and selfless devotion of  the medical community and 

first responders to help the sick. 

I see the generosity of God in the donation of food and masks, volunteers' time and labor, and      

sharing of resources with those in need. 

I see the love of God through acts of kindness and new ways of connecting us when we are forced to 

be apart (at least 6').  I've learned to smile with my eyes so that people know what's going on behind 

my mask. 

I see God's healing in the comfort of those who are sick and grieving and restoration of our planet. 

In the midst of the chaos, confusion, and frightening times we are experiencing, I see God.  I hope 

you do, too! 

Julie Kissell 

A UMW Note of Encouragement 
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                    One-day virtual gathering, September 19, 2020 
 
 

See All the People 
Romans 15:7 in NRSV 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 

Book of Reports 
Click here to download a pdf of the Book of Reports  

Annual Conference members must register for virtual session from Sept. 2-9 
Click here for instructions and information 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Click here to view a comprehensive list. 

Appointments 
Click here to view this year’s appointments (pdf) 

Ordination Service – View service, pictures from July 10, 2020 
Eleven clergy were ordained during a service on June 10 at Woodlake UMC in Chesterfield. These clergy were Gil Lee, 
John Conway, Katherine Malloy, Sean Devolites, Ashley Isernhagen, John Obeng, Monica Reynolds, Marti Rigenbach, 
Mary Sullivan-Trent, Randy Timmerman, and Darlene Wilkins. Click here to view the service. Pictures from the event are 
on the conference Flickr page. 

Annual Conference Mission Offering 2020 
The Annual Conference Mission Offering will be taken during one-day virtual Annual Conference on September 19, 
2020. Bishop Lewis encourages all local churches to participate in this second mile offering as an expression of support 
for designated conference priority mission projects and programs which she selects. The pastor or lay representative of 
every faith community should contribute to this offering. Of course, individual gifts are always welcome! Checks may be 
made payable to “Virginia Conference of the UMC” or “VAUMC” with Conference Offering in the memo line. 
The recipients of the 2020 offering represent a mixture of long term mission partnership commitments as well as new 
mission opportunities: 
50 Percent Food Ministries within the Virginia Conference – Funds for food ministries within the Virginia Conference 
will be disbursed by the Missional Ministries Board. 
 
50 Percent Partnerships of Hope – (Formerly Initiatives of Hope) Support for our conference long-term interna-
tional mission partnerships with Mozambique, Cambodia and Brazil. 
Please be generous in your support of the Annual Conference Mission Offering as we continue to show our strong 
support for God’s mission here in Virginia and around the world. 

From Bishop Lewis, Appointive Cabinet and Annual Conference Planning Team 
The Bishop, Appointive Cabinet and the Annual Conference Planning team have continued to evaluate options while 
conducting extensive logistical work of planning for the 2020 Virginia Annual Conference. 
We would like to inform the Conference that the 2020 Virginia Annual Conference will take place on Saturday, Septem-
ber 19, 2020, in a virtual format. 
Additional details regarding timing, agenda and procedure will be forthcoming. Thank you for your patience and under-
standing as the Planning Team continues to coordinate the many facets of conducting Annual Conference, especially in 
this unusual time. 

NEWS FROM CONFERENCE 
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCE 

Kits for Conference 

Local churches are encouraged to continue the collection of Kits for Conference. Specific collection details still 

underway, but will very likely include organization of regional, or district-wide, drop-off locations. More informa-

tion will be forthcoming as the new plan is created and finalized. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is currently focusing efforts on Cleaning Kits (aka Flood Buck-

ets), Hygiene Kits, and School Kits.  Cleaning kits provide supplies to help individuals and families clean up after 

flooding, hurricanes, tornadoes and other natural disasters.  Hygiene kits replace basic necessity items lost in a 

disaster such as toothbrushes, hand towels, and soap to help people stay clean and healthy.  School kits include 

school supplies for children as they return to the classroom.  Click on the kit name to see PDFs for specific item 

listing and assembly instructions.  

If you prefer to make a financial contribution to enable UMCOR to purchase relief kits, you can contribute $75 for 

each cleaning kit; $12 for each health kit; and $11 for each school kit.  Additionally, UMCOR asks for $1 per kit ($3 

for cleaning buckets) to cover processing and shipping and $1 for toothpaste for each health kit.  Please do NOT 

bring checks to Annual Conference.  All checks (for processing and shipping, for toothpaste, and in lieu of provid-

ing kits) should be made payable to “Virginia Conference UMC,” earmarked for “kits” and mailed to Treasurer, Vir-

ginia Conference of The United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA, 23058 any time prior to Annual 

Conference. 

Alternate Member Form 

The Lay Annual Conference Members attending 2020 Annual Conference will receive a mailed packet of 2020 An-

nual Conference information. In the event of a change in lay member, the conference mailed packet should be 

given to the alternate lay member. Lay members who are attending as alternates are required to present a signed, 

completed Alternate Member Form 2020 to the Registration Trouble Shooting Desk during Registration. In turn, 

name badges will be printed that identify them as lay members. Alternates are responsible for obtaining materials 

mailed to the persons whom they are replacing. A Book of Reports may be purchased for $5 at annual conference 

by persons who do not have a copy. 

Click here to download an alternate local church lay member form (pdf) 

Click here to download an alternate district at-large lay member form (pdf) 

2020 Journal Order Form 

The conference Journal is available in two forms: posted on www.vaumc.org as a free PDF. Sections will be posted 

as they are available and as a whole document once completed; as a regular or spiral-bound print copy for the 

cost of $25 (includes shipping). Request for printed copies must be made by October 1, 2020. Click here to 

download an order form (pdf). Questions may be directed to communications@vaumc.org 

Annual Conference Logo 

Click here to download a color, black and white, or gray scale logo 
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCE 

Annual Conference members must register between September 2 - 9. 
 

To: All Annual Conference clergy and lay members 

 

Re: The Virtual Annual Conference session on September 19  

 

All members to Annual Conference need to register from September 2- September 9, 2020, to participate. 

The conference office appreciates the annual conference body meeting this deadline to streamline getting log-in and                 
credentialing information for all official Virginia Annual Conference members from the Annual Conference IT service              
management vendor, Options Technology.  
 
This specialized log-in and credentialed information will allow only official clergy and lay members to access the virtual Bar of 
the Conference and will verify attendance.  
 
On September 2, all Annual Conference clergy and lay members will receive an email prompting them to register for the           
conference. In the email will be a link where members will enter their names and record their attendance for the September 19 
virtual Annual Conference session.  
 
Active clergy are required to register with their vaumc.org email addresses. 
 
Lay members need to register with the email address they have on file with the conference office.  
 
This is a firm deadline and all members must register within this timeframe or risk not being able to fully participate in the     
virtual Annual Conference session.  Ways to prepare for virtual Annual Conference session 

With the virtual, one-day Annual Conference session scheduled for September 19, 2020, Annual Conference members may have 
questions prior to this event from logistical questions such as how to vote during the session to questions on reports being 
shared.  
 
To prepare, members should first be on the lookout for the Book of Reports mailing which was mailed out mid-August. An online 
version of the publication is also available on the conference website: https://vaumc.org/ac2020/.  
 
As well there are three opportunities for members to engage in prior to the virtual session.  
 
1. Annual Conference Orientation 
This prerecorded video will be released to the district offices for district training events and be available for conference-wide use 
at https://vaumc.org/ac2020/ on Friday, September 4.  
 
This video will have a greeting from Bishop Lewis; instructions on how members and visitors to the session can access the event; 
an explanation of member participation and voting; an overview of the agenda; and reports from Pensions and the Council on 
Finance and Administration (CFA).   
 
 2. Live Annual Conference 2020 Q& A session 
Still have questions or concerns following the September 4 orientation? Join the Rev. Dr. Ted Smith, conference director of    
Connectional Ministries, and Bryan Compton, conference IT manager, to answer any questions on Tuesday, September 
8 from 7-8 p.m. Questions may be submitted beforehand to ac2020@vaumc.org. 
 
Access the event at https://livestream.com/vaumc/ac2020.   
 
John Fuller, VUMPI executive director, and David Dommisse, conference treasurer, will also take part to answer any questions 
from their respective reports.  
 
3.  Practice Annual Conference sessions 
Bryan Compton, conference IT manager, will hold two practice sessions for Annual Conference on Monday, September 
14 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday, September 18 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Members are highly encouraged to take part 
in one or both of these sessions.  
 
Links to the practice sessions will be released to members’ emails either the day before or the day of the practice sessions by   
Options Technology, the Annual Conference IT service management vendor.  
 
Please log on early to join in. If you have technical issues during the practice sessions, please email helpAC2020@vaumc.org to 
get assistance so you are ready and able to participate during the September 19 session.  
On the conference website, view a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document to learn more about our Annual Conference 
2020 session.  
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NEWS FROM THE WESLEY CENTER 

To help build positive relationships between the police and the 

community we are hosting National Night Out! Come join us for a 

night of fun! #nonprofit #communityrelationships #portsmouthva  



 22 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OPPORTUNITIES TO BEGIN YOUR COACH TRAINING JOURNEY HELD IN VIRGINIA BEACH!  

Coaching Foundations (Module 1, On-Site Training @ Norfolk/Virginia Beach, VA) September 22-24, 2020  

 
Join Dr. Jim Robey and Rev. Lonna Lynn Higgs for this in-person "Coaching Foundations" training, which equips the 
coach with skills and coaching methods for successful leadership and coaching practice. (20 coach-specific training 
hours) 
 
 
MORE UPCOMING TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: 

Coaching for Congregational Transformation (Module 3, On-Site Training @ Norfolk/Virginia Beach, VA): 

October 27-29, 2020  
 

Join Dr. Phil Maynard for this in-person training in Virginia. "Coaching for Congregational Transformation" introduces 

the coach to a clear process for partnering with local congregational leaders/pastors in congregational redevelopment, 

and includes an extensive toolbox of assessment tools and best practices for effective ministry. (20 coach-specific    

training hours; exact location TBA) 

 

Note: The cost of each training module is $700, and the Full Coach Training Program (which includes 3 modules plus 

Group Mentor Coaching, and fulfills the educational requirement for ACC certification through ICF) is $3500. Payment 

plans are available. Email amanda.emc3coaching@gmail.com for more information.  

Lynnhaven UMW 

Lynnhaven UMW is having a Virtual 5K Run or Walk November 11-15 in celebration of its 60th  anniversary. 

Proceeds will go to Wesley Community Service Center and UMCOR. If you would like to participate, please 

email Betsy Arnaudin at umwomen@lynnhaven.church.   

READING REMINDER 

Please send your Reading Report to sara.rudisill@gmail.com as soon as possible. 
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Centenary United Methodist Women have formed a Book Club supporting the United 

Methodist Women’s reading program. We will be reading a book from each category during 

the year.  We plan to meet 5x a year.  

Thanks, 

Martha Windley, President 

Centenary United Methodist Women 

OTHER NEWS, PROGRAMS, & EVENTS 

 

Saint Andrews (VB) UMW 

This summer we sent a donation to the Agape CCCC on the Eastern shore supporting the staff since the center 

had to close. 

Most recently we have put a collection box outside the church where our members and congregation can     

deposit gently used children's book for two places, including Wesley Community Service Center to assist their 

tutoring program; and cake mix and frosting for a local foster children's group. 

We look forward to safely delivering what we collect to help others! 

UMW joyfully puts Faith, Hope and Love in Action!  

ERD UMW NEWS  

Lynnhaven UMW 

The Nettie Hebden Circle of Lynnhaven UMW collected back-to-school supplies for the Club Sandwich After 

School Program at Wesley Grace UMC in Norfolk, Joann McClung's church,   They were able to deliver 18 

boxes of school supplies! Because of the compassion and generosity of church members, these youngsters will 

indeed be off to a successful start while working from home. Contact the Director of the program, Debbie 

Winn, if you would like to contribute supplies this year or in the future. 

Since Virginia Annual Conference was postponed, Lynnhaven UMW assembled and mailed ten hygiene kits 

and three school kits to Sager Brown Depot in Louisiana. They are accepting kits if you want to mail kits to 

them.  
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Elizabeth River District 
United Methodist Women 

P.O. Box 12654 
Norfolk, VA   23541-0654 
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DISTRICT RESOURCE CENTER 

Located in the library of Heritage UMC 

815 Baker Rd., Virginia Beach 23462 

(Same building as District Office) 

Contact the District Office,  

757-473-1692 to schedule a time 

https://elizabethriverdistrict.wordpress.com/  


