This is the day that the LORD has made. Let us rejoice and be thankful. Praise GOD!
Let us put aside our worries for the day and know that God is in charge of
all. When God is the true north in our lives and we are his faithful followers, he
will look after us on every front.
We each have been given different gifts to use in order to be the hands
and feet of Jesus working on his behalf in the world today. We need to stay
educated and be truly aware of the needs of the people especially those of
women, children and youth. We are not to turn a blind eye but to do what we
can to bring about God’s will for these people. We are to use our skills and
our voices to demonstrate kindness to all without fear.
United Methodist Women each day are working and advocating to bring
about a healthier earth atmosphere in which to live and raise future
generations. We work for fairer more equitable systems of human services
such as health care and education, a justice system where racial bias and
gender bias are not built into the systems of law, and an earth with clean air and
water for all. As stated in the 2020-2021 UMW Program Book “We will seek ways to join with our
sisters in Christ to resist evil and injustice”.
We are here as an organization who are “Knitted Together for God’s Good Work”. As you proceed
into the coming year, remember our Vision Statement: Turning faith, hope and love into action on
behalf of women, children and youth around the world. Be in prayer, stay active, reach out to those
around you. The World needs more United Methodist Women.
Please join us for our Advent Service on Saturday, December 5th which will be virtually produced
from Powhatan UMC. A computer link will be sent to all on our mailing list in late November, so that
you may join our District Advent Service from the comfort of your home.
Use the vaumw.com site to stay abreast of events and register for upcoming conference events.
Our District Newsletter, The WORD is posted routinely on that site, as well as the Program from the
2020 Conference UMW Annual meeting, book resources, etc. Please continue to Explore and Grow.
I have enjoyed my four years as your District President. I have made many friends and discovered a
tremendous amount about the UMW organization. The more you get involved the more you
understand the enormous impact the United Methodist Women have on people’s lives worldwide. I
encourage you to step up and learn, step up and serve, step up and continue to Pray.
We are blessed to have Linda Porter as the incoming President of the Richmond District UMW in
January. Please continue to support her and your District Mission Team with your prayers and service.
Peace and Blessings to all my Sisters,
Scotty Doyle
Richmond District UMW , President
804-640-5355
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As we come to the end of an extraordinary year of social unrest, personal disappointments, loss in
some cases, and new opportunities for service, we pray that everyone is staying safe and taking care
of each other. I am typing this just before Election Day, when we hope to see the resolution of a bitter
and divisive election campaign. If you are like me, your friends and family members cover the whole
range of political opinion from right to left, but we know in our hearts that it is not politics that binds us
together. It is our love for each other, grown over the years, out of the abundance of love that God in
Jesus has shown us. That love enables us to fulfill our Purpose, no matter who wins the election.
Our District Advent Service will be live-streamed from Powhatan UMC on Saturday, December 5,
10:30 – 11:30. Each unit leader will receive an e-mail with a bulletin and information about accessing
the program so they can be forwarded to all members. We want everyone to be able to follow along
during worship and join in singing the hymns. We are happy to have Nancy Yarborough as our guest
speaker.
Following the Conference UMW’s lead, the District has scheduled our 2021 programs in hopes that we
will be able to meet in person, but we are also planning for the events to be live-streamed or in Zoom
format. We will keep you updated as we go through the year. If your church has the ability to livestream events, and you would like to host one, please let Barbara know.
After many years, Ruth is stepping down from her position as a Vice-President, but we are happy to
say that she will still be on the district leadership team as she moves into the position of our District
UMW representative to Church Women United in Richmond, VA. She will also continue as our
mission bus trip coordinator, and we are looking forward to the day when we can all get back on the
bus in fellowship and service. If you have any suggestions for mission bus trips, please contact Ruth.
God bless you all and keep you safe.
Barbara Tuttle
btuttle48@verizon.net
804-271-2289

Ruth Wilkinson
cusmile2day@hotmail.com
804-218-0627

This is the quarterly report for 2020 Mission Giving and Designated Gifts.
1st Quarter
Mission

$6,326.90

2nd Quarter

3rd Quarter

4t h Quarter

Year-to-Date

6,440.75

11,836.50

24,604.15

757.69

1,191.69

2,009.88

Designated
Gifts

$

60.50

OUR 2020 PLEDGE TO MISSION IS $48,000.00.
This is a reminder that the quarterly remittance forms are due to the district treasurer, Rosa Lewis, by
the 10th of the last month of each quarter. The due dates are by March 10th, by June 10th, by
September 10th, and by December 10th.
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I have mission cards for sale; Gift in Memory, On Your Special Day, In Loving Memory, The Birth of a
New Baby, Happy Birthday, Merry Christmas, A Special Day, Congratulations, Thinking of You, In the
Service of Christ, and Thank You. The cards are $5.00 each or $50.00 a pack. Yeah, the cards are a
little costly, but the proceeds from the cards go directly to the UMW Conference Treasurer for Mission
Giving.
If you have any questions, please call me at 804-222-8480 or send me an e-mail at
olddenny@verizon.net.
Rosa Lewis, District Treasurer, Peace and Love

I hope that many of you were able to add value to your membership by attending our Richmond
District UMW Annual Meeting via YouTube in September. During that meeting I was able to share with
those attending information on two topics that your responses made possible: the In Memorium
Service for Deceased Members and the 2019 Census Report.
For those of you who lost unit members in the past year, thank you for sharing those names with me,
so that we could honor their contributions as an organization. It is a moving time for all of us, and I was
so glad we were able to still hold our service.
You all also contributed your responses for the 2019 UMW Census, and in early August we received
the final census reports for Virginia. I want to highlight again a few of the findings that I shared at the
Annual Officer Training following the Annual Meeting:
o Virginia Conference UMW consists of 398 UMW units, with 9,720 members
o 438 members were gained during the year, while 703 were lost
o Richmond District is the second highest in membership, after the York River District, with 1.256
members in 37 units, and we gained 61 members while losing 60
o 68% of our units report that they subscribe to Response
o 50% of our units report that they are working on at least one of UMW’s Social Action Campaigns
I have a PowerPoint and an Excel file of the information that I will be happy to email to you if you
contact me.
Finally, UMW will be conducting a 2020 UMW Census, and the site is now live
on unitedmethodistwomen.org. While it is longer than last year's questionnaire, it does recognize our
struggles over this past year, and asks questions that should serve to help them help us. As in past
years it will be due March 30, 2021, and I will be sending you reminders to complete it as your year
closes.
Thank you all for all you have allowed me to do in the past four years, and I look forward to one more
year as your Mission Coordinator for Membership Nurture and Outreach.
Kathy Dictor
kbdictor@gmail.com
H: (804) 932-3247
c: (804) 389-2491
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Spiritual Life
Dear Precious Sisters in Christ, here’s wishing you a blessed fall and Thanksgiving!!!! Yes, 2020 is
different but one thing remains the same…….God loves and cares for you! Listen for Him. He is
your companion and friend, always.
In the spirit of gratitude, prayer and thanksgiving during November, may I share with you my Mother’s
precious prayer. She kept it taped to her dresser mirror for as long as I can remember. Its yellow and
wrinkled. It’s one of my most cherished possessions.
THE SECRET By Ralph S. Cushman
I met God in the morning when my day was at its best;
And His Presence came like sunrise, like a glory in my breast.
All day long the presence lingered. All day long. He stayed with me.
And we sailed in a perfect calmness o’er a very troubled sea.
So I think I know the secret learned from many a troubled way;
You must seek Him in the morning if you want Him through the day.
So thankful and with much love,
Sue Ann Lewis, 368.8478
Spiritual Growth Coordinator

Greetings! I didn’t anticipate, when preparing my summer WORD article, that COVID-19 would still
have the U.S. in its grip as I write this article. In response to that health crisis, I appreciate that
National UMW is now offering a series of “Faith Talks” dealing with this health crisis, as well as racial
justice issues that continue to consume our attention. I recently participated in one (my first ever
podcast!) and was informed and inspired. This comment from the Rev. Doctor Liz Theoharis especially
touched me: “How you honor and worship God is to care for your neighbor.” Think about it; I surely
will, as it relates directly to our UMW vision of “Faith, Hope, and Love in Action.”
We’ve just received guidance from the national UMW Virginia Mission Team about our mission
priorities for the upcoming quadrennium (2021-2024). They are Climate Justice, with a particular
focus on the “Just Energy 4 All” campaign and Mass Incarceration/Criminalization of Communities
of Color, with a particular focus on the “Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline” campaign. These
priorities continue to intersect with UMW’s ongoing commitments to gender equity and racial justice.
The UMW National Office has expressed confidence in the abilities of the organizations with which
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UMW has worked in the past to continue to advance justice and equity in the areas of “Maternal and
Child Health” and “Economic Justice/Living Wage. As always, local units are invited to continue
working in a current mission area or select a different mission area with special meaning to the
members of their group.
Just Energy 4 All (The Virginia UMW Mission Team has further clarified/defined this campaign as
“Climate Change.” We will address climate change with the assistance of Virginia Interfaith Power and
Light (VAIP), a program of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), with whom both the
Virginia UMW Conference and Virginia UMC Board of Church & Society partner regarding public
policy activities, such as “United Methodist Day at the General Assembly.”
Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline National UMW already has a website devoted to this
topic and the UMW Reading Program has included pertinent books. Also, it was our topic for the
February 2020 “Hearts for Justice” event. If your unit was not represented at that event, you can
contact your district UMW shepherd, as listed in the 2020 District Yearbook, for a packet of materials
prepared for that event, as well as a copy of school statistics for the county/city in which your church is
located.
As you know, a lengthy special session of the General Assembly finally ended and a regular session
will convene in mid- January. Because of health concerns, there will not be an in-person “United
Methodist Day at the General Assembly” in 2021. Instead, it is likely that there will be a week of virtual
activities in January, likely in conjunction with VICPP’s series of events the week of January 18, 2021.
We have just learned that part of the 2021 VICPP legislative agenda is “water as a human right,” so
we will have access to Fact Sheets to assist with our UMW Climate Change mission priority.
I close by thanking you for the opportunity to serve as UMW district mission coordinator for social
action for the past four years. Friendships and the experience of real teamwork are gifts I have
received and I am grateful. I also realize that I have matured in an understanding of the inextricable tie
between personal piety and social holiness.
Peace be with you.
Wenda Singer, Mission Coordinator for Social Action

First, this is the latest information from the Virginia Conference on the Kits for Conference is that a
plan is still in the works for setting up drop-off locations in each district. Until these locations are
identified, please keep your UMCOR kits where they are. Further details will be shared as they are
developed. Thank you for your patience.
Second, Virginia Conference UMW has revised the 2020-2021 Living Into Our Purpose form to reduce
the requirements for Level I, II and III awards. A copy of the new form will be emailed to you with this
newsletter. Please discard the form you received in your annual meeting training packet and use this
new form instead.
Last, but not least, I want to congratulate the following 22 units that participated in the 2019-2020 LIOP
program: Asbury - Church Hill, Beulah, Bon Air, Christ, Discovery, Forest Grove, Ginter Park,
Highland Springs, Huguenot, Laurel Park, Lebanon, Mechanicsville, Mt. Pisgah, Powhatan,
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Providence – Quinton, Ramsey Memorial, River Road, Skipwith*, St. Luke's, Trinity, Walmsley
Boulevard, and Wesley Memorial. These units shared some very creative ways they completed items
on the form while social distancing. Please contact me if you would like more information.
*My apologies for overlooking Skipwith in the list of LIOP participants recognized during our annual
meeting.
Debbie Dietrich, Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation
540-845-6185
debbiedietrich6@email.com

Secretary for Program Resources
Kim Gatzke
2021-2022 UMW Reading Program Books that are housed at the local libraries.
In case you are a library fan and want to check out some of the 2021-2022 reading program books,
here is a list of what books you can find at Chesterfield, Henrico, Hanover and Richmond City Public
libraries. So, wherever you live, you can check out some great UMW Reading Program books. If you
like e-books there are many that are available in that format too.
CHESTERFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY
#NotYourPrincess, The Bird Boys, The Hate You Give, Rest in Power, Adamant.
HENRICO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY:
Anxious to Talk About It: Helping White Christians Talk Faithfully about Racism, For Such a Time as
This: Hope and Forgiveness After the Charleston Massacre, Girl Gone Missing, Indian No More, Let’s
Work: Mexican Folk Art (children’s), No Justice, Our Celebracion (children’s), The Path Between Us,
Rest in Power: Trayvon Martin, Rise! From Caged Bird…,(children’s), Speaking Well: Essential Skills
for Speakers, Adamant: Finding Truth in a Universe of Opinions, Galapagos Girl (children’s), Sulwe
(children’s), They Call me Guero, (children’s), The Unstoppable Garrett Morgan (children’s),
#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native American Women, The Hate you Give, So You Want to Talk
About Race (BONUS)
HANOVER COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
Rise! From Caged Bird to poet of people, The Bird Boys, The Hate You Give, Indian No More, The
Lifesaving Church (e-book), Binkle’s Time to Fly (children’s), Sulwe (children’s), Our Celebracion!
(children’s), The Storm-Tossed Family (e-book), Ferguson and Faith (e-book), For Such a Time as
This (e-book), Girl Gone Missing (e-book), So You Want to Talk About Race, Adamant, Beyond
Loneliness (e-book), Faithful Families (e-book), One Day I Wrote Back (e-book), Right Here, Right
Now (e-book), God, Where are You? (e-book)

RICHMOND CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY
#NotYourPrincess, Cinderella: Liberator, The Bird Boys, The Hate U Give, Sulwe (children’s),
Galapagos Girl (children’s), Gone Girl Missing, Rest in Power, So You Want to Talk About Race
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UMW 2021 BOOK REVIEW
Dinner by Candlelight by Kevin Louise Schaner
Spiritual Growth 2021
Many of us have Advent traditions and the author enhances traditions that we may have during the
season by providing essays of how they can be celebrated. She reminisces how she spent some of
those traditions when she was a child and as an adult.
The essays are heartwarming and make you wish for Christmas and Advent season to hurry and get
here.
All of the essays and stories make one want to continue or start those traditions, such as Advent
Calendars simply made as the author was a child and more deluxe as she got older, the gift of
poinsettias, making hard candy with her mother and using it as gifts (recipe included), sending
Christmas cards to communicate the joy of the approaching season, secret pal gifts, trimming the
Christmas tree, Advent prayer and many other observances involving the season of joy and
happiness.
The chapters are very short and include sample Advent conversations (“Which words in what song
move you toward preparing for the love of Christ”, is an example) and actions that may be used with
activities (“Invite a friend to attend a church service or a Christmas concert with you” is an Advent
action example).
Reading this book will definitely put you in the mood for the Advent and Christmas season and it has
good lessons for everyone to try harder to receive God’s messages of hope, love, joy and peace as
“humbly as the shepherds did”.
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Honoring

Leona Isom Salter
By Andris Salter
Leona Salter was born and raised in Richmond,
Virginia. Attended Richmond public schools and
graduated from Armstrong High School in 1949.
United Methodist Women
She was a member of Asbury Methodist, later United Methodist Church
where she was baptized as a baby. She later joined Bishop UMC, when
that church closed, she joined Highland Springs UMC where she still has
her membership.
As a member of Asbury UMC, Leona participated in the youth group,
secretary of the Sunday School. As a young married woman, she became a
member of the Wesleyan Service Guild, then the United Methodist Women.
In her local unit of UMW, Asbury UMC, she served as secretary, vice
president, historian and committee on nomination. At Highland Springs
UMC, she is a member of the UMW local unit. On the district she served on
the Committee on Nomination, Historian. She has attended several UMW
workshops, Jurisdiction Events and UMW National Assemblies.
United Methodist Church
In the local church, Asbury UMC, she served
as a Communion Steward, on the Finance
Committee, Financial Secretary, Treasurer and
church Secretary. She has also served on the
Nurses Unit, Sunday School Committee and
served as the Church Historian. She also did the church bulletins, cleaned
the church, helped prepare meals for special occasions, served as church
liturgist and kept the church books.

District responsibilities included, UMC Children’s Services, District Historian.
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Leona Isom Salter

(continued)

Church Women United
She served as State Treasurer for the Virginia Church Women United.
Vocation
Leona attended St. Phillips Nursing School in the 1960’s making the highest score on the Virginia
State Boards, black or white students. As a nurse, she worked private duty and for the Medical
College of Virginia MCV. She retired from MCV after 30 years of service.
We want to highlight things your unit/circles are doing to share with one another as well as helping to
coordinate our efforts and support each other. If you would like to include something in the next newsletter
please submit your article to me, Lloydette Diggs. Here are the criteria:
•
•
•

Include “What, How, Where, Why”
Resources you use (names, emails, websites, etc.)
No solicitation of upcoming fundraiser type events

LIOP
2020-2021.docx.pdf
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VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Living Into Our Purpose 1 September 2020 – 31 August 2021

Purpose
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.
Recognition Achievements
Total Items to Complete
(>15 Members)

Total Items to Complete
(≤15 members)

I Bronze

10 (ten) total items /
6 ✶ items (six)

5 (five) /
3 ✶ items (three)

II Silver

14 (fourteen) /
8 ✶ items (eight)

7 (seven) /
4 ✶ items (four)

III Gold

20 (twenty) /
12 ✶ items (twelve)

10 total items (ten) /
6 ✶ items (six)

Living into Purpose Level

•
•

Use these suggestions to MAKE IT HAPPEN in the world in which we live.
Mark the items you completed

1. Purpose (Mission Giving)
✶

1a. Make and meet a Pledge to Mission Giving.

✶

1b. Include the UMW Purpose at every meeting.
1c. Increase the local organization's Pledge to Mission this year.

✶

1d. Qualify as a Five- or Six-Star organization by contributing to Five or Six Channels of
Mission Giving
□ Pledge to Mission □ Special Mission Recognition
□ Mission Giving Cards
□ Gift in Memory

□ World Thank Offering

□ Candle burning

✶

1e. Have one (1) member become a Rainbow Giver.
Name:

✶

1f. Participate in the United Methodist Women 150th Legacy Fund.

2. KNOW GOD (FAITH)
2a. Encourage the practice of Spiritual Disciplines (i.e. scripture, prayer, fasting)
✶

2b. Have at least one Prayer Calendar which can be used at each local organization meeting
to pray for mission workers and mission projects for women, children and youth.
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✶

2c. Have at least one (1) member attend a District or Conference Spiritual Life Event. (District
or Conference officers who have paid their own way may count toward this item)
Name:
2d. Host or participate in a Children’s Sabbath Service highlighting the needs of the children.
(Resources can be found at www.childrensdefense.org)

✶

2e. Use at least two (2) programs from the Program Book.
1.
2.

3. EXPERIENCE FREEDOM AS WHOLE PERSONS (HOPE)
✶

3a. Choose one (1) District Social Action Priority to work on.
Priority is:

✶

3b. Present a program or initiate a project based on a District or Conference Social Action
Priority.
Program/Project:

✶

3c. Have at least one (1) member attend United Methodist Day at General Assembly in
February. Members name:

✶

3d. Have at least one (1) member sign-up to receive the UMW Action Network
(http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org) to learn more about justice issues
Members Name:
3e. Have at least one (1) member sign-up for the action alerts from the General Board of
Church and Society (http://www.umc-gbcs.org/) and share information on justice issues with
the local organization.
Members Name:
3f. Have at least one (1) member sign up to receive Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy
alerts (http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org) and use ideas to advocate for justice.
Members Name:

✶

3g. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies by having a Racial Justice Program,
participating in a District Racial Justice Program or attending a Conference Racial Justice
event. Get resources from: http://new.gbgmumc.org/umw/media/files/Racial%20Justice%20Manual.pdf
Describe:
3h. Participate in the United Methodist Women National 13 Steps To Sustainability Policies
(https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability).
Describe what you did:

4. DEVELOP A CREATIVE/SUPPORTIVE FELLOWSHIP (LOVE)
August 26, 2020
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4a. Add at least two (2) new members to the roll (one (1) new member for local circles/units
with 15 or fewer members).
1.
2.

✶

4b. Have at least two (2) members, other than a District or Conference Officer, attend a
District or Conference Annual Meeting (if ≤ 15 members – you may include one (1) District or
Conference Officer).
1.
2.

✶

4c. Sponsor a young woman (18 - 40) to attend a District or Conference Young Women’s
Event.
Name of attendee: (for your archives)

✶

4d. Invite a District or Conference Officer, other than one of your own members, to one of
your local organization meetings during the year and/or your United Methodist Women’s
Sunday.
Name/Date:
4e. Write to at least five (5) mission workers listed the Prayer Calendar.
Names: _______________________________________________________________
4f. Have at least one (1) member attend UMW Day at Ferrum College.
Name(s):

✶

4g. Submit names of deceased members to District MN & O Coordinators by August 15th.

5. EXPAND CONCEPTS OF MISSION (LOVE)

✶

5a. Have at least one (1) subscription to response Magazine within the organization to help
members stay informed of world missions and for help in planning programs. Include a
“response Moment” where an item from response Magazine is lifted up as a way to tell a
mission story.

✶

5b. Have at least one (1) member, other than a District or Conference officer; attend Mission
Encounter or a District Mission Celebration/Mission Encounter event. (District or Conference
officers who have paid their own way may count toward this item.)
Name:

✶

5c. Select a Mission Institution or Project which is supported by funds from the United
Methodist Women National Office (Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth, VA is
the only National Institution in Virginia), or the Ministry Grants of Virginia (listed in the
Annual Report) and visit and/or contribute needed resources.
Name of Project:

✶

5d. Have or participate in at least one (1) current mission study during the year.
Which one:
August 26, 2020
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✶

5e. Have at least two (2) members complete Plan I or higher of the Reading Program. +
1.
2.

6. PARTICIPATION IN GLOBAL MINISTRIES (IN ACTION)

✶

6a. Have one (1) or more members participate in hands-on mission such as gleaning, working
at a food pantry or clothes closet, Rise Against Hunger event, bagging potatoes, etc.
Describe:

✶

6b. Participate in the Campaign for Children (Children’s Sabbath Sunday, public education,
mentoring or tutoring programs, visit and support local schools, etc.)
Describe what you did:
6c. Provide at least ten (10) UMCOR Mission Kits and funds for shipping for the Virginia
Annual Conference (Kits for Conference)
6d. Make a donation of goods (stamps for inmates, etc.), money (to support a Prison
Chaplain) or service (Bible study, bell choir) to Prison Ministries.

✶
Total
Items Items
Place totals on this line.
Local Unit Name
Number of Members in your unit
President or Contact Person
Phone
Email
Please return this form by August 15, 2021, to Debbie Dietrich, 14301 Brandermill Woods Trail, Apt.
A317, Midlothian, VA 23112, debbiedietrich6@gmail.com, 540-845-6185
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