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Please remember that this is 

for all Units and not only for 

the District Members. 

If you have any articles and/or 

pictures from your Unit, 

please feel free to send them 

in for the newsletters.  We 

want to share what your Units 

are doing.  

              Thank you, 

              Marilyn Johnson 

“Farmville District  

United Methodist Women”                                           

Summer 2019 

District UMW President 
 
Good morning, noon, or evening 
whichever time you are reading my 
article for the newsletter.  It is a 
beautiful day that the Lord has 
made and we should rejoice and be 
glad that we are a part of this day.   
 
The Farmville District United Meth-
odist Women have suffered this 
year like everyone and everything.  
We need to step up to the plate and 
not forget UMW just because we 
are not able to have meetings.  
Please be in prayer for the UMW.  
Send your pledge money to your 
local treasurer so that she can send 
in her reports on time to the district. 
 
Thankfully we were able to enjoy a 
wonderful Prayer Breakfast at Shel-
don’s Restaurant in Keysville on 
March 7th before all of this started.  
Our Mission Study that was to be 
held on May 2nd has been canceled.  
Conference Spiritual Life Retreat 
that was to be on May 15th and 
16th  has been canceled.  Our Con-
ference Mission Encounter for July 
has also been canceled. Virginia An-
nual Conference has been moved to 
October. 
 
With all of that being said we are 

still planning to have our Farmville 
District UMW Annual Meeting on 
Saturday, September 26th at Ever-
green UMC.  I am so looking for-
ward to seeing each and every one 
of you at this time.  We will need to 
rejoice and shout for joy. 
 
Let us remember to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus and be there or 
each other and for our neighbors.  It 
is a wonderful time to slow down 
and spend more time in prayer and 
scripture.  Remember to praise God 
for everything.   
 
My prayers are for each one of you 
and for your unit.  If I can help you 
in any way just let me know.  I can 
be reached by email:  gerald-
inesanderson4@gmail.com  or 
phone 434-392-4402. 
 
Geraldine Sanderson 
District President 

mailto:geraldinesanderson4@gmail.com
mailto:geraldinesanderson4@gmail.com
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District UMW          

Treasurer 

I pray this finds you all 

well. My favorite movie 

of all time, The Sound 

of Music, makes reference to this passage: “I will lift 

up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 

help. My help cometh from the LORD, which made 

heaven and earth.” (Psalms121:1-2) I have thought 

about this scripture a lot during the last few months 

and they have been a comfort to me. I hope they are 

to you as well. 

I have a calendar in my office that has helped, too, 

and I wanted to share that with you (I am not a writ-

er so I have to borrow other people’s words). I think 

it is appropriate for the times we are experiencing 

now. Faith Will Light Your Path – Faith is the assur-

ance of things not seen. It is knowing that God is al-

ways by you side through all of life’s journey and 

guiding your steps every day. It is believing that a 

power greater than ourselves knows what is best for 

us and those around us. It is the foundation that we 

come to rely on as we take our journey through life. 

Dear One, keep the faith. 

~Ebie Hines, Treasurer 

    

    Spiritual Growth 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; 

do not be dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you and help 

you; I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 

41:10 

Have you felt fear in the last few 

weeks?  I know that I have, fear for my parents, my 

granddaughter, and the older members of my family 

and church.  Not being able to go to church to be 

with my church family has been one of the hardest 

things to deal with during this pandemic.  I have read 

comments from people on social media, “you don’t 

need to go to church to worship God” or “God can 

hear you at home.”  Yes, this is true but if you are 

person that enjoys being in church listening to the 

music, hearing your pastor read the word, Sunday 

School class, and being with other believers you may 

be feeling lost. 

I know I was for a week or two but I went to my 

church, sat down at the piano and played some 

much loved hymns, sat on the pew in the quiet just 

listening to my Father speak to my heart and a calm-

ness came over me.  I knew God was with me, he un-

derstood my fears, my loneliness, and my heartache 

of missing my pastor and church family.  And God  

reminded me of the many blessing in my life. 

I was reminded of the song “Count your blessings, 

Name them One by One.”  Oh how my blessing start-

ed to overflow, I wasn’t missing my granddaughter, 

she comes with her mom to work, we live on the 

farm so I haven’t had to go without seeing her as so 

many of my friends are going without seeing their 

grandchildren.  I am still able to go to church and 

spend time with God.  My parents are healthy.  No 

one in my family is sick.  My church  family is well, 

also.  We still have food and toilet paper.   

God is with you every moment of every day, he 

strengthens you, he holds you up when you would 

fall.  I pray that if anyone is sick you will be healed 

and if you are feeling stress that you will feel God’s 

calming spirit.   

Blessings, 

Sherry L Guerrant 

Spiritual Growth 
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach 

 

Hello Ladies, 

                It would certainly be interesting to know 
how you are filling your days during this time of en-
forced home confinement.  I am a quilter and I am 
slowly cleaning out my stack of unfinished projects, 
some dating back 15 years.  Currently I have finished 
one queen-sized quilt top and three lap quilts.   

                As for UMW work, the 2020 Census was 
completed on time for the Farmville District.  Many 
thanks to all of you who took time to complete the 
form on line or to mail me your info so I could com-
plete it for you.  For the others who I never heard 
from, I completed the form for you too; but of 
course all the questions went unanswered.  We 
should have the final report in May (assuming our 
New York office is able to continue working) and I 
will forward pertinent results to you in the Summer 
Linkette. 

                Please stay safe, pray for me and I’ll be pray-
ing for you. 

With love and prayers, 

Alice Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education  and Interpretation Coordinator 

Hello! 

Hope everyone is staying well and safe from COVID 

19.  I am. 

Our Mission Study has been postponed.  It will be 

rescheduled for later in the year and I will let you 

know the details when a new date is set. Our speak-

er said that she would still do our Mission Study. 

I would like to leave you with a promise and a few 

thoughts from God. “For I the Lord thy God will hold 

thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help 

thee.” Isaiah 41:13.  

Once you choose 

Hope, anything’s 

possible.  When 

everything seems 

like an uphill strug-

gle, just think of the 

view from the top. 

Laura Jane, E&I 

  

District UMW Secretary 

           A dear member of our church family gave me 

a book titled, THE POCKET BIBLE DEVOTIONAL FOR 

WOMEN by Norma Rossouw.  I have enjoyed all the 

daily entries, but the one entitled “Miracles in Tough 

Times” dated April 1st was especially meaningful.  

The gist of it was how we often feel our faith chal-

lenged during difficult times yet there is so much 

encouragement found in the Scriptures.  Examples: 

Do not fear, I will help you.  (Isaiah 41:13)  The Lord 

is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in Him, 

and He helps me. (Psalm 28:7) Glory in tribulations, 

knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 

and perseverance, character; and character, hope.  

(Romans 5:3-4)  As we experience our current cir-

cumstances, let us remember it is in these moments 

that God showcases His full strength.  Keep the 

faith! 

Brenda Gee, Secretary 
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Communications          

And so the  
          Adventure  
                  BEGINS            
 
       That is the title on my book that I carry with me 
when I go to my Doctor’s appointment to write 
down information.  My adventure started in Sep-
tember on Labor Day of 2019 when I was diagnosed 
with diverticulitis and ovarian cancer.  I wasn’t sur-
prised or scared. God was with me at all times.  I 
don’t know how to explain it but God had already 
informed me in advance.  This adventure from Cen-
tra in Farmville to Lynchburg to Charlottesville was 
the longest and not so pleasant “vacation”.  The 
People were wonderful to me but having to stay in 
the hospital was not.   
       Through all the surgeries and chemo treatments 
God was with me.  My life was in His hands. There 
was nothing I could do but have faith in God. Noth-
ing else.   
        I think I had mentioned this before, one Sunday 
my daughter (Bridget) and I dressed for Church in 
our T-shirts with “God’s got this” on them.  We 
walked into Sunday School and everyone there had 
on their shirts with the same words. Everyone!!  
God’s work!    
       I would like to thank everyone for the cards, 
prayers, thoughts, calls and text or Facebook notes. 
Everyone has been so thoughtful and caring. Prayers 
work! There are so many people who have been 
brought through life safely from people praying for 
them. I an one of those.  
       My adventure in life continues. My sister was 
diagnosed with colon cancer while I was still taking 
my treatments. After her surgery, she started 
chemo treatments. She is doing pretty well right 
now.  We have been praying for her and know that 
God is with her which is a comforting thought. I was 
hit with a thought during this time which was that 5 
out of 6 of my immediate family members have had 
cancer of one kind or another.  
       In the mist of all this my mom fell outside in her 
yard and fractured her right arm at the shoulder!   
Luckily she did not have to stay in the hospital. 
She is doing better and glad that we are almost, al-
most out of her “hair”.  We were taking care of her 
24/7 for 2 weeks since she was unable to do it her 
self. (She is right handed!) As she got better we 
backed off. She likes to do things herself which we 

respected, but we are still keeping  an eye on her.  
Being 96 years old this year and still living by herself, 
she has been amazing.  God is watching out for her 
also.   
        And in the mist of all this is Covet 19!  Like I said 
this is an adventurous time. We have been doing 
well so far through all this. But our prayers are with 
those who are not fairing so well.  Those who have 
died, those who have lost a loved one, those who 
have suffered through the disease, those who have 
lost their jobs and so many others in need.  This is 
the time that we need to pull together and pray and 
use our gifts that God has given us. God is with us all 
the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for letting me ramble about my Adven-
tures.  Believe, trust and follow God. You will not 
regret it.  
  
Marilyn Johnson                                   
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