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Coming Events
Aug. 15: “Rainbow Giver” donations due to
Treasurer
Aug. 31: Deadline for names of deceased
members (Sept. 2019-Aug. 31, 2020) to
MNO Coordinator
Sept. 10: 3rd Quarter reports due to Treasurer,
Reading Program & “Living Into Our Purpose”
reports due to District Program Resources
Secretary and Education & Interpretation
Coordinator, respectively
Sept. 11-12: Young Women’s Event, Camp
Overlook

From the President
Greetings,
During the past three months I have gone
through so many emotions and ups and downs.
But in all of this I have learned that I am not in
control and must put my trust in God to go on.

Our District Spiritual Growth Coordinator, Laura
Douglass, had asked us to reflect on the quiet
time we experienced after the pandemic was
announced. For me this quiet time gave some
welcome relief from my busy schedule. What I
noticed the most was the beauty in the spring
and all the wonderful things around me that
God had provided. Even though my church
building was closed God was all around me in
His wonderful creation. I could worship Him
wherever I found myself and give thanks.
I now know that this was a necessary break for
the work ahead. By mid-April I received a call
from Rev. Kathleen Haynes from the Strasburg
area. She had received a donation of fabric and
had been working with the Winchester District
UMW in making face masks. She had heard of a
need in the Harrisonburg area. Soon she had
delivered some of that fabric to the district
office and we were off and making masks. So far
hundreds of masks have been made with the
help of the UMW in the Harrisonburg District. I
also learned that Verona UMW had made 1000+
masks to be given to Augusta Medical Center
and New Hope UMW had been working on
masks in their area. Mt. Jackson UMW had also
been making and providing masks in the
northern part of our district. To date masks have
been made and given to Strength in
Peers (along with items for a Street Backpack
Program), Mercy House, Our Community Place,
First Step, Harrisonburg Free Clinic, Sentara
RMH, and Mission Central. I just recently had a
donation of a hundred masks (made from her
own fabric) from a member of Weyers Cave
UMC. I will be distributing these as needed. I
also recently received more fabric if anyone is
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interested in helping with this project or needs
masks.
In this time as the Harrisonburg District UMW is
declining in numbers and units, I am thankful for
all who heard the call and stepped up to answer.
That's what we do as United Methodist Women.
Although I have heard so often lately that we
can't continue, we are too old, and we have no
leadership. Just don't tell 96 year old Hazel Willi
from Otterbein UMW that. She has made well
over 500 masks to date and is waiting for the
delivery of more fabric to continue on. I know
others have been helping with food pantries, at
Mission Central distributing diapers and medical
equipment, and so many more ways in meeting
the needs of their communities. There is so
much need in our nation and world especially
right now that we all need to find our gifts
whatever they may be and serve in whatever
way we can.
UMW doesn't have to be monthly meetings,
uneventful programs, or the same old thing. We
need to be women of action and find creative
ways to serve in our communities, nation, and
around the world.
I am aware of only one UMW event that is
currently scheduled. This is the VA Conference
Young Women's Event at Camp Overlook,
September 11-12. This event is for 18-40ish
young women. They do not need to be a
member of UMW or the United Methodist
Church. Scholarship money is available - please
contact me for more info. This would be such a
wonderful time for renewal for our young
women who been dealing with difficult
situations during this pandemic. Please get the
word out and pray that this event will continue
safely. The registration form is included with this
newsletter.
I have just learned that the mission study
"Finding Peace in an Anxious World" will be
offered soon in some form online. As a district
we are looking for ways of offering possible
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mission study, Bible study, or some kind of
online program since we may not be able to
meet together for awhile. I will keep everyone
informed as information becomes available.
There is good information available, especially
on racial justice, on the United Methodist
Women's website (unitedmethodistwomen.org)
for personal use or online unit meetings. So You
Want to Talk About Race is a must read during
this time and available at our district library. (I
currently have it at my house - contact me and I
can get it to you.) I encourage all to take this
time away to learn as much as possible about
racial justice and really take the time to
truly listen to everything that is being said.
Most of all, together we can get through this
difficult time working together for the good of
all as UMW Sisters in Christ.
The district library continues to be open at the
district office from 9:00-3:00 Monday - Friday.
Please call our new District Administrative
Assistant, Debbie Creech, at 433-2382 before
coming. Everyone keep reading!
A friend shared this scripture with me recently:
“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
afraid, for I am God. I will strengthen you, I will
help you, I will uphold you with my victorious
right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 NRSV
Prayers for your health and safety,
Sharon Harold
Harrisonburg District President
sharold714@aol.com or 540-879-2270
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From the Vice President
The word ”Together” has taken on a new meaning in 2020. We are alone in many ways, yet
together we work through this time of uncertainty. As I have read reports from several UMW units,
you are working together to achieve many goals: sewing masks, supplying needed items to the
homeless, making prayer shawls, and making calls or sending notes to those in your community.
You are letting your light shine – Together. As our UMW Program Book introduces the June
program, we are “Living in The Light” in these times of darkness.
Another important word is “Hope.” Our pastor started his recent sermon with an unusual title,
“Hope is Dope.” Not at all what one expects as a form of sermon introduction. As Christian women,
in these times our hope is for better days ahead – less illness, heartache and brokenness, fewer
struggles. We are in the midst of physical, emotional, and spiritual pain and medication may not be
our answer. But what if the “Dope” of God’s promises got us so excited and lifted up that we
wanted to share it with everyone. If Jesus was willing to feed people, restore health, teach, and
give His life for us, can’t we stand up and proclaim our story! How addicting it might be to share
with others through our actions – living with purpose, shining our light. It would be so easy to stop
but we can’t…. “We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord.”
My hope for you, dear sisters, is to continue your great work right where you are planted.
Encouragement is our Hope, Together.
Barbara Phillips
District Vice President
grammybp@gmail.com or 540-896-7664
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From the Treasurer
Greetings!
In this time when we are being asked to social distance and stay safe, it is my prayer that
everyone who can, does exactly that. I look forward to a time when we can gather again to
serve women, children and youth.
I wanted to share the exchange I had with a UMW unit president on our District. She was
concerned with churches closed, no meetings, and no opportunity for fundraisers, were they
still expected to meet their pledge. My short answer was “do the best you can.” While some
women may not be hurt financially during this crisis, many have been. Many women may be
helping their children, or have lost a job, impacting their finances.
The same goes for the women, children and youth served by UMW mission programs nationally
and worldwide. They need our help now as much as they always have. So if you can still send in
pledge money, buy cards to send for moral support, or recognize someone with a gift in
memory, please do so. Think ahead to when and who you can recognize with a Special Mission
Pin and order it now. While there is a recommended calendar for giving the Six Channels, this is
not an absolute. Please give when and what you can. Even if you can’t meet, the US Postal
Service is still delivering mail.
I have received questions about Rainbow Giver. Rainbow Giver is to come from one individual
and that individual will be recognized at the annual meeting with a pin. For a one-time donation
of $60, you will have contributed to 5 of the 6 Channels of Giving – everything except Candle
Burning. Included in this newsletter is the Rainbow Giver form for your members.
Finally, as financial stewards of UMW member giving, please have your financial records
audited, and send me the summary of the audit. All of the District churches are supposed to
submit their financial records for audit, and this should include the small groups and UMW
records. Included in this newsletter is the form that needs to be filled in, signed, and sent to me
at 118 Beauregard Drive, Staunton, VA 24401. The person who signs this form is the person
who performed the audit, NOT the Unit Treasurer.
Thank you for everything you do for UMW!
Joy Utberg
District Treasurer
123beans@comcast.net or 540-569-2702

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12
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Laura Douglass – Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth
Be still and know that I am God

Psalm 46:10

“Dwell in us, Holy Spirit! Bring us to the greatest needs! Cast out fear
and mend division, show us where the promise leads.” 1 The refrain
of Women Called to Act in Love, commissioned for the 150th
Anniversary of United Methodist Women, puts first things first.
Recent celebrations honoring the arrival of the Holy Spirit that
birthed the church at Pentecost occurred in settings quite different
from cherished church sanctuaries. How might we create a sanctuary within our hearts - a
spacious place – offering unceasing hospitality to the Holy Spirit?
In the Fifteenth Century Bianco of Siena also wrote a Pentecost hymn, Come Down, O Love
Divine (UMH 475). The final stanza concludes, “And so the yearning strong, with which the
soul will long, shall far outpass the power of human telling; for none can guess its grace, till
Love create a place where in the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.” Two hymns written
centuries apart refer to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as key to wisdom, understanding,
courage, love, and action. Always present, this Holy Spirit is as close as the air we breathe,
but I/we literally don’t get (i.e. receive) it in full measure. The good news is that regular
practice of one or more spiritual disciplines leads our hearts to a place of hospitality where
we welcome the Holy Spirit. The journey into a deeper relationship with God’s spiritual
presence brings transformation exceeding human understanding.
I commend a reflection from an Abbey of the Arts posting by John Valters Paintner on the
practice of Lectio Divina or Holy Reading2 that “asks us to release our desire to have
something happen or know what a text means for us and to drop down into our intuitive
sense and wait to receive whatever gifts may be offered to us.”3 Steve Manskar’s essay,
Why Pray?4 includes the quote by C.S. Lewis, “In these many days of prayer at Joy’s [his
wife’s] bedside, I have learned that my prayers do not change God; God changes me.” The
2020 Mission Encounter spirituality study, Finding Peace in an Anxious World by Erin
James-Brown, 5 focusing on Proverbs and the Serenity Prayer, is being adapted for
individual study or in virtual small groups. (See footnote to order or download now.)
Videos and a participant’s guide will be available for free download by the end of June, and
we will share specifics as we receive them. And by God’s grace we continue the journey to
becoming better listeners. May our time with the spiritual disciplines
open all our senses to receiving both the comforting and status-quo-disturbing gifts of the
Holy Spirit.
Words by Laurie Zelman and music by Mark A. Miller, ©2019
Description of Lectio Divina practice in April 2019 UMW District Newsletter; also
available by request at lauradouglass@vaumc.org or by voice mail at 540-438-7698.
3 John Valters Paintner, MTS The Soul’s Slow Ripening: 12 Celtic Practices for Seeking the
Sacred. https://abbeyofthearts.com.
1
2

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/blog/why-pray
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53481 or download a
Kindle copy from Amazon.
4
5
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Social Action
I bring greetings to all as we continue to use caution and wear
our masks when we venture out into our neighborhoods. I have
decided that using my mask is one the greatest signs of respect
and care that I can give to others during this time of COVID. I
know many of us have been sewing masks for our families,
organizations, and the homeless. Thank you for your
involvement and care. You can check with the CDC.gov to keep updated on the coronavirus as
well as news reports with phasing and recommendations for our state.
I encourage you to read your May/June Response as we continue to advocate for paid sick leave
along with involvement in other missions.
By the time of this newsletter, we may know more about the situation with DACA and the
Supreme Court decision. My understanding is that this is to be considered during their June
session. Our local Church World Service continues to be involved locally with immigrants and
refugees. You can learn more about this at CWS.org and recent events on their Facebook page.
Our world seems to be in turmoil both with the pandemic and also with our struggles as a
nation in recognizing and giving respect and equality to all.
I have recently been reading some books on our reading list, which you may have already read.
If not I encourage you to do so to help you understand what is happening and even help each
one of us to see how we view “white privilege” and friends and neighbors of color. I
recommend these: So You Want to Talk about Race by Ijoema Oluo, The New Jim Crow by
Michelle Alexander, and America’s Original Sin by Jim Wallis. I would encourage discussion of
these and similar books within your group either with phone conversations or Zoom meetings. I
hope you are reading in this time of ‘social distancing’.
I have excerpted here part of a release from United Methodist Women National Office
concerning recent events and Black Lives Matters…..They matter to God and they matter to
United Methodist Women:
”We grieve the killings of Black people in America….United Methodist Women condemns the
culture of White supremacy and the racism it nurtures. We decry the criminalization of
Blackness as it shows up in these most extreme, fatal cases and as it appears in everyday
harassment that disrupts everyday life….Such racial harassment exhausts the mind, body and
spirit of many in the family of God….At times United Methodist Women have been inspirational
leaders in the work of racial justice: 90 years ago, Jessie Daniel Ames helped found the
Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynching; Mary McLeod Bethune, in
addition to incredible legacy of education leadership, also campaigned actively against lynching
and other forms of racial violence; and in the mid-20th century it was the United Methodist
Women members who led the struggle for the denomination’s adoption of the Charter for Racial
Justice even as their mission dollars helped finance bail funds for those jailed in the Civil Rights
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Movement. Then, as now, work for racial justice does not just come naturally; it is work against
resistance, and therefore must be an active discipleship choice we make each day. We are
committed to choosing justice. We also realize that there is no easy fix. There exists no single,
one-time action that can undo a multigenerational legacy of racist violence. But we as United
Methodist Women commit to engaging in the ongoing work, guided by the promise that God’s
future is far brighter than the present moment.”
To that end: we are encouraged to Witness for Justice. Speak out against extrajudicial killings
and the culture of White supremacy and racism that undergirds these killings. We will use our
public voice to bear witness……..United Methodist Women encourages members to engage in
the work of ongoing antiracist learning, recognizing that—especially for White folks—ongoing
antiracist learning and self-reflection is not a one-time experience but must be, instead, be a
sustained spiritual practice.
As a last comment on this subject, I would encourage everyone to Google “Nobody is mad at
you for being white” by Lori Lakin Hutcherson. I hope you’ll read that and then decide if you
“got privilege.”
In Micah 6:8 we read, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.”
Delores Reid
Social Action Coordinator
Dreid515@aol.com or 540-383-6112
I’ll Never Take for Granted
I’ll never take for granted
The touch of a hand
A sweet kiss hello
The feel of the sand.

I’ll never take for granted
Just earning my pay
When extra was needed
Being eager to stay.

I’ll never take for granted
The freedom to go
From my house to yours
Embrace young, embrace old.

But there’s one thing more
I’ll never give up!
That’s faith and that’s hope
That we’ll lift a cup.

I’ll never take for granted
The blessing of health
A strong heart and gait
More precious than wealth.

Together again
We’ll laugh and we’ll cry
Lock arms and lock steps
When the storm passes by.

I’ll never take for granted
Simply choosing a seat
At my coffee shop
The morning complete.

(Author unknown)
Shared from Salem UMC’s
June newsletter in Wolfsville, MD
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Overlook Retreat & Camp Ministries
Camp
Overlook
cancelled
all
Summer
Camp
overnight programs. However, three weeks of Day Camp are
planned for campers of all ages! These weeks will be July 6th,
13th, and 20th. Drop-off will be between 8:30 and 9 am and pickup will be between 5 and 5:30 pm. On Thursday families have
the option to stay with their camper for an Overlook Cookout, a
time of worship, and family campfires complete with S’mores!
(Parent participation required for Thursday night dinner.)
There will be four age groups:
 Day Trekkers for those who have completed grades K-2 ($150)
 Caterpillars for those who have completed grades 2-5 ($150)
 Chrysalises for those who have completed grades 5-7 ($150)
 Fliers for those who have completed grades 8-11 ($195)
Visit Camp Overlook’s website, http://overlookretreatandcampministries.weebly.com/, for
additional information about camp activities, Covid-19 procedures, and online registration.
Cathy Whittle
Camp Overlook Representative
bcwhittle@embarqmail.com or 540-743-4020

Secretary of Program Resources
Greetings, Ladies!
I have been missing everyone and our time together as sisters in Christ during this period of
social distancing. I hope everyone is doing well and staying safe. With our limited ability to be
out and about, now is the perfect time to catch up on your reading. I encourage everyone to
read, read, read, and read some more! Our UMW library is housed at the Harrisonburg District
UMC Office. As Sharon mentioned in her article, please call Debbie Creech at 433-2382 before
going to the District office. Can you believe there is only a little over two months until the
reading reports are due! A copy of the reading report is included in the newsletter. Please
complete and return it to me at 1804 Scenic Highway, Churchville, VA 24421 by September 10.
Keep reading!
Phyllis Todd
Secretary of Program Resources
phyllstdd@yahoo.com or 540-908-1900
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach
Wow! What a strange spring it has been. I hope that all who have internet
access have taken advantage of the wonderful resources available at
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. I have been listening to the Faith Talks
podcast series monitored by Jennifer Farmer. You can either register to
hear them live or listen to the podcast on the website. They have been
very well done.
It may be several weeks before we get back to normal face-to-face contact meetings. I have a
ZOOM pro account, which has unlimited meeting time, and people who don’t have internet can
call a special phone number to participate. We have been using it for Sunday school. If anyone
would like to have a planning or unit meeting on ZOOM, please contact me and I will try to set
one up for you. Plus by doing this you will have automatically included a District officer at your
meeting! This is an item your unit can check off when completing the Living Into Our Purpose
form. Evenings work best for me because my husband is working from home most days.
Although we have two computers, we don’t have enough internet band width for both of us to
be on meetings at the same time. I have recently started reading America’s Original Sin by Jim
Wallis. If anyone would like to discuss that book on ZOOM or by phone, please contact me.
August 31 is rapidly approaching when the names of the dearly departed from your units are
due. Please contact me even if you had no members pass away as that contact counts towards
your Living Into Our Purpose form. If your unit has no deceased members, you may call and
leave a message with your unit name and this information on my voice mail at 540-433-8086. If
one or more members have passed away, please email 2ddevore@msn.com or mail the
information to me at 319 6th Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22802 so that I have the correct spelling
of name(s).
Doreen DeVore
Membership, Nurture and Outreach
2ddevore@msn.com or 540-433-8086

************************************************************************
UNIT NAME ____________________________________________________
PERSON REPORTING _____________________________________________
NAME OF DECEASED MEMBER(S) (FROM SEPTEMBER 2019 – AUGUST 2020)
WITH SEVERAL ADJECTIVES DESCRIBING HER
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
WE HAVE NO NAMES TO REPORT _____________
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Education and Interpretation
I hope all of you ladies are staying safe and well. Who knew when this all
started we would still be at this place after months of isolation, distancing,
and not being able to follow our regular routine. I have received information from
the VA Conference UMW Mission Team regarding the reporting of Living Into Our Purpose
(LIOP) information. They have provided suggestions/ideas for what can be done during the
summer months to fulfill our PURPOSE. Included in this newsletter is a copy of the LIOP report
and the Conference Mission Team’s ideas. We will not be presenting the usual awards of gold,
silver, etc. for LIOP this year, but instead will recognize participation. Remember we have been
working towards the LIOP form from September 2019 to February 2020 before we had to adjust
our way of doing things. However, I am sure a lot of you have still been working hard to help
others during this crisis. Don’t worry if you could not quite meet the criteria for some items,
but be pleased that you have been working towards them and have accomplished many acts of
mission in the name of Jesus.
We have also been asked, if possible, to increase our unit Pledge to Mission this year. Consider
increasing your unit pledge by even a few dollars to help meet our district pledge. Many units
have already met the 5 or 6 channels of mission giving, plus don’t forget the opportunity to be a
Rainbow Woman.
Remember the LIOP report is due to me by September 10 at 668 Coltsfoot Lane, McGaheysville,
VA 22840. I will be glad to talk with you or address any concerns or questions you may have by
phone or email. We are all in this together and we will continue as United Methodist Women to
help those in need. Keep everyone in your prayers for safety and good health.
Phyllis Foltz
Education and Interpretation Coordinator
phylfoltz@aol.com or 540-289-5045

Harrisonburg District UMW
READING PROGRAM REPORT 2020
(September 2019 through August 2020)
Unit name: ______________________________________________________________
Name of person completing form: _______________________________________
Telephone and email: _________________________________________________
Total number of books read_____________ (with or without completion of a plan)
Number completing Plan I*
_____________

Number completing Plan II*
_____________

Number completing Plan III*
_____________

Number completing Plan IV*
_____________

TOTAL number completing a plan _____________
TOTAL number of adult & youth readers _____________
(count even those who have read only one book)
TOTAL number of children readers____________________________
TOTAL number of children receiving certificates* _________________
TOTAL number of children’s books read _____________
TOTAL number of subscriptions to RESPONSE _____________
(count total number of individual and UMW unit subscriptions)
TOTAL number of subscriptions to NEW WORLD OUTLOOK ____________
(count total number of individual and UMW unit subscriptions)

*List names of those who completed plan (by plan) on back of this sheet.
PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO ME NO LATER THAN Sept. 10, 2020

Phyllis Todd
1804 Scenic Highway
Churchville, VA 24421
Email: phyllstdd@yahoo.com

Unit Name: __________________________

Total number of readers: ________

Total number of books read (Adults): ______

Total number of books read by children: _____

List names of children reading 5 books:

List names completing Plan I:

List names completing plan II:

List names completing Plan III:

List names completing Plan IV:

Person in your unit who has read the most
books: __________________________

Number of books read: _________

Please complete form and send by September 10, 2020 to:
Phyllis Todd, 1804 Scenic Highway, Churchville, VA 24421
Please note: If I do not receive a form from a unit, that unit will be counted as “not
participating in the Reading Program”
Books that qualify for the Reading Program Report are taken from the Years 2015-2020. Only
UMW books read from September 2019 through report date (September 1, 2020) can count for
this report. (Any books read after this date can be counted toward next year.)

Mission Resource Center e-store:
http://www.umwmissionresources.org

Schedule of Cash Activities
_______________________________
(Name of UMW Unit)

_______Harrisonburg District_______
(Name of district)

___________Virginia______________
(Name of conference)

_________1/1 – 12/31/2019_________
(Period of time covered)

Cash
Beginning balance, January 1, 20_19___

$____________________________

Plus Receipts

$____________________________

TOTAL

$____________________________

Minus disbursements

$____________________________

Balance, December 31, 20_19____

$____________________________

I have performed the procedures enumerated below with respect to the schedule of cash activities for the
year ended December 31, 20_19____ for the _____________________________________UMW Unit_:
1. Trace selected local unit remittances into receipts (stubs or carbon copies) and deposits recorded on
checkbook stubs (or record) into a cash receipt record.
2. Ascertain that vouchers are made for all expenditures, that these expenses are properly signed by
authorized persons, and that these expenditures are provided for in the budget or have been authorized
by the Executive Committee as recorded n the minutes.
3. Determine that checks written agree with the vouchers and are properly recorded in some form of
cash disbursement record.
4. Make sure that bank statements are reconciled monthly to agree with the checkbook balances and the
balance as reflected n the cash receipt and disbursement record.
5. Check the year-end balance, as shown on the year-end statements, to determine that it agrees with that
shown in the checkbook and the reconciled year-end bank statements. The year-end balance should
reflect and difference between cash received and cash disbursed as recorded in the cash records.
____________________________
Date

______________________________
Signature
______________________________
Name Printed
______________________________
Address
______________________________

RAINBOW WOMAN FORM
VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Yes, YOU can become a RAINBOW WOMAN!!
Have you thought about you personally giving to all five channels of giving?
A Rainbow Women gives to all five channels of giving:
$40 to give someone special a Special Mission Recognition Pin
$ 5 Pledge to Mission
$ 5 Gift to Mission
$ 5 Special Recognition in Memory
$ 5 World Thank Offering
$60 Total
Your $60 RAINBOW WOMAN offering must specify that you are giving to the above five channels and designate who want
your pin to go to, who your Gift in Memory is for and that you are giving that $60 for a Rainbow Woman. If you simply give
$60 to your unit treasurer, you will not be a Rainbow Woman, You must designate that it is for Rainbow Woman giving.
1.Special Mission Recognition Pin in ___Honor or ___Memory of: __________________________________________
(Please check appropriate box) (Name of person being honored or memorialized)
Send pin to: (Name) ______________________________________________________________________
(Address) _________________________________________________________________________
2.Pledge to Mission
3.Gift to Mission Card – Which card to send? _________________________________________________________
(Thank You, Baby, Birthday, In the Service of Christ, etc.
Send card to: (Name) _____________________________________________________________________
(Address)_________________________________________________________________________
4.Gift in Memory: In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________
(Name of person in whose memory the gift is made)
Send card to: (Name) _____________________________________________________________________
(Address)_________________________________________________________________________
5.World Thank Offering
Given by (Rainbow Woman’s Name)________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Cit, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________
District ______________________________________________________________________________________
All components must be submitted to your Unit Treasurer at one time. We suggest that this Rainbow Woman gift be given in
addition to your regular pledge to mission.
If you have any question about becoming a Rainbow Woman, please call or email:
District Treasurer:

Joy Utberg, 118 Beauregard Drive, Staunton, VA 24401
Email: 123beans@comcast.net
Cell:
(540) 471-0263

Rev. Ashley B. Isernhagen is a Provisional Elder in the Virginia
Annual Conference. She is a graduate of Randolph-Macon College
(BA) and Wesley Theological Seminary (MDiv). She has pastored a
rural three-point charge in South-Central Virginia. Currently Ashley
serves as the associate pastor of St Luke’s United Methodist
Church in Yorktown. In her free time, she enjoys catching as many
local baseball games as she can and having good conversation
over coffee.

Rev. Ashley B. Isernhagen

Blessings Lodge, Camp Overlook
3014 Camp Overlook Lane
Keezletown, VA 22832

Retreat Leader:
Rev. Ashley B. Isernhagen

"Faith with Intention"

SEPTEMBER 11-12, 2020

Virginia Conference
United Methodist Women

Sponsored by

YOUNG WOMEN’S EVENT

What Might You Expect?
As you “meet with God on the mountain,” your retreat leader, Pastor
Ashley, will use John 15 to help you develop and grow in your
discipleship with intentional practices, such as developing a faith
timeline, spiritual exercises for discernment, meditation and
discipleship mantras. Use your free time to bond with the group, take
a nature walk, or simply relax on the deck and take in the scenic
mountains. We invite you to take time away to soak in God’s presence
during this powerful weekend in a relaxed setting,
Who Should Attend? What Should You Bring?
Hosted by the Virginia Conference United Methodist Women (UMW)
for young women ages 18 (out of high school) to 40, you do not have
to be a member of UMW or even a church. Bring a friend. Bring Bible,
pen/pencil, notepad, alarm clock, maybe a snack to share. We will
have coffee, tea, and water ready for you throughout the event.
General Schedule Overview
Friday: Check-in/free time 4:30-6:15 p.m.; Dinner 6:15 p.m.;
Group session 7:15-9:00 p.m.; Fellowship 9:30 p.m.
Saturday: Devotions on the deck 8:00 a.m.; Breakfast 8:15 a.m.;
Group session 9:15 a.m.-Noon; Lunch 12:15 p.m.; Group session
1:15-2:45 p.m.; Worship/communion/closing 3:00-4:00 p.m.
If you arrive before 4:30 p.m. Friday and during bits of free time, you
can relax on the deck or walk the property. You might consider
visiting local places on your own on the way to Camp Overlook.
Scholarships
Scholarships may be available from the Conference or your District
UMW. Please contact your District UMW President. NOTE: This could
take several days to process so earlier is better to inquire!
Directions to and Info about Camp Overlook
From I 81N or 81S: I 81 to Exit 257, left on Mayland Rd, (Rt 259) 370
ft, right on North Valley Pike (Rt 11) 2.1 mi, left on Martz Rd (Rt 806)
3.4 mi, right on Mountain Valley Rd (Rt 620) 1.8 mi, left on Armentrout
Path (Rt 722). Overview of Overlook: www.campoverlook.org

Virginia Conference United Methodist Women

September 11-12, 2020

YOUNG WOMEN’S EVENT

Name________________________________________________

Street_______________________________________________

City __________________________State ______Zip_________

Cell Phone __________________Email____________________

Church _____________________District __________________

Emergency Name/Cell__________________________________

(*2 – 4 per room; for single room, please add $20 to registration.)

Roommate(s) ________________________________________

Circle age group: 18-22 / 23-29 /30-35 / 36-40
Circle if: First Time Attendee / Night Owl / Musical instrument
Food allergies/limitations? List: _________________________
Handicap accessibility needed? _________________________

Check choice that includes:
___Friday dinner, lodging*, Saturday breakfast & lunch: $75
___*Single room: Additional $20
___Saturday only, breakfast & lunch: $25

Registering:
 Mail form and check (payable to Virginia Conference UMW) to
Marlene Dakita, 200 N Pickett St., #1410, Alexandria, VA 22304 or
 Email information requested above to mdakita@comcast.net and
use same in PayPal or www.paypal.me/Mdakita to pay fee.
 Scholarship payments – Contact District presidents for procedure.
 Registration and payment will be acknowledged upon receipt.

Register by September 2, 2020 (but preferably by mid-August)

Other Information/Questions
Marlene Dakita, Va. Conf. UMW Membership Nurture & Outreach
Coordinator (MNO), at mdakita@comcast.net / 703-244-4524 (cell)

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Living Into Our Purpose 1 September 2019 – 31 August 2020

Purpose
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.
Recognition Achievements
Living into Purpose Level

Total Items to Complete
(>15 Members)

Total Items to Complete
(≤15 members)

I Bronze

10 (ten) total items /

5 (five) /

6 ✶ items (six)

3 ✶ items (three)

14 (fourteen) /

7 (seven) /

8 ✶ items (eight)

4 ✶ items (four)

20 (twenty) /

10 total items (ten) /

12 ✶ items (twelve)

6 ✶ items (six)

II Silver

III Gold

•
•

Use these suggestions to MAKE IT HAPPEN in the world in which we live.
Mark the items you completed
1. Purpose (Mission Giving)
✶

1a. Make and meet a Pledge to Mission Giving.

✶

1b. Include the UMW Purpose at every meeting.
1c. Increase the local organization's Pledge to Mission this year.

✶

1d. Qualify as a Five- or Six-Star organization by contributing to Five or Six Channels of
Mission Giving
Pledge to Mission
Gift in Memory

Special Mission Recognition
World Thank Offering;

Mission Giving Cards;
Candle burning

✶

1e. Have one (1) member become a Rainbow Giver.
Name:

✶

1f. Participate in the United Methodist Women 150th Legacy Fund.

2. KNOW GOD (FAITH)
2a. Encourage the practice of Spiritual Disciplines (i.e. scripture, prayer, fasting)
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✶

2b. Have at least one Prayer Calendar which can be used at each local organization meeting
to pray for mission workers and mission projects for women, children and youth.

✶

2c. Have at least one (1) member attend a District or Conference Spiritual Life Event. (District
or Conference officers who have paid their own way may count toward this item)
Name:
2d. Host or participate in a Children’s Sabbath Service highlighting the needs of the children.
(Resources can be found at www.childrensdefense.org)

✶

2e. Use at least two (2) programs from the Program Book.
1.
2.

3. EXPERIENCE FREEDOM AS WHOLE PERSONS (HOPE)
✶

3a. Choose one (1) District Social Action Priority to work on.
Priority is:

✶

3b. Present a program or initiate a project based on a District or Conference Social Action
Priority.
Program/Project:

✶

3c. Have at least one (1) member attend United Methodist Day at General Assembly in
February. Members name:

✶

3d. Have at least one (1) member sign-up to receive the UMW Action Network
(http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org) to learn more about justice issues
Members Name:
3e. Have at least one (1) member sign-up for the action alerts from the General Board of
Church and Society (http://www.umc-gbcs.org/) and share information on Jjustice Isues with
the local organization.
Members Name:
3f. Have at least one (1) member sign up to receive Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy
alerts (http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org) and use ideas to advocate for justice.
Members Name:

✶

3g. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies by having a Racial Justice Program,
participating in a District Racial Justice Program or attending a Conference Racial Justice
event. Get resources from: http://new.gbgmumc.org/umw/media/files/Racial%20Justice%20Manual.pdf
Describe:

January 3, 2018
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3h. Participate in the United Methodist Women National 13 Steps To Sustainability Policies
(https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability).
Describe what you did:
4. DEVELOP A CREATIVE/SUPPORTIVE FELLOWSHIP (LOVE)
4a. Add at least two (2) new members to the roll (one (1) new member for local circles/units
with 15 or fewer members).
1.
2.

✶

4b. Have at least two (2) members, other than a District or Conference Officer, attend a
District or Conference Annual Meeting (if ≤ 15 members – you may include one (1) District or
Conference Officer).
1.
2.

✶

4c. Sponsor a young woman (18 - 40) to attend a District or Conference Young Women’s
Event.
Name of attendee: (for your archives)

✶

4d. Invite a District or Conference Officer, other than one of your own members, to one of
your local organization meetings during the year and/or your United Methodist Women’s
Sunday.
Name:
Date:
4e. Write to at least five (5) mission workers listed the Prayer Calendar.
Names:
4f. Have at least one (1) member attend UMW Day at Ferrum College.
Name(s):

✶

4g. Submit names of deceased members to District MN & O Coordinators by August 31st. +

5. EXPAND CONCEPTS OF MISSION (LOVE)

✶

5a. Have at least one (1) subscription to response Magazine within the organization to help
members stay informed of world missions and for help in planning programs. Include a
“response Moment” where an item from response Magazine is lifted up as a way to tell a
mission story.

✶

5b. Have at least one (1) member, other than a District or Conference officer; attend Mission
Encounter or a District Mission Celebration/Mission Encounter event. (District or Conference
officers who have paid their own way may count toward this item.)
Name:
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✶

5c. Select a Mission Institution or Project which is supported by funds from the United
Methodist Women National Office (Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth, VA is
the only National Institution in Virginia), or the Ministry Grants of Virginia (listed in the
Annual Report) and visit and/or contribute needed resources.
Name of Project:

✶

5d. Have or participate in at least one (1) current mission study during the year.
Which one:

✶

5e. Have at least two (2) members complete Plan I or higher of the Reading Program. +
1.
2.

6. PARTICIPATION IN GLOBAL MINISTRIES (IN ACTION)
✶

6a. Have one (1) or more members participate in hands-on mission such as gleaning,
working at a food pantry or clothes closet, Rise Against Hunger event, bagging potatoes, etc.
Describe:

✶

6b. Participate in the Campaign for Children (Children’s Sabbath Sunday, public education,
mentoring or tutoring programs, visit and support local schools, etc.)
Describe what you did:
6c. Provide at least ten (10) UMCOR Mission Kits and funds for shipping for the Virginia
Annual Conference (Kits for Conference)
6d. Make a donation of goods (stamps for inmates, etc.), money (to support a Prison
Chaplain) or service (Bible study, bell choir) to Prison Ministries.

✶
Items
Total

All
Items
Total

Place totals on this line.
* Submit this form to your DISTRICT LIOP Representative *
Local Organization/Church
Number of Members in your Local Organization
President or Contact Person
Phone
Email
January 3, 2018
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+ No Change in reporting of Reading Program Books. Secretary of Program Resources (SPR), mail reports to
the District SPR. Membership reporting is done online, please ensure all members of your organization are
counted.
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"Virginia Conference United Methodist Women:
Still Living Into Our Purpose"
A Message to our UMW Sisters
Greetings to each of you! Our United Methodist Women's plans, meetings, events, etc. have
changed with the COVID-19 pandemic. What has not changed is our work in mission for
women, children, and youth all over the world. Some of our advocacy focuses have been
touched deeply by the coronavirus such as domestic violence, health for women and children,
and economic inequality to name a few. Sisters, even though we are not able to be together at
this time physically, there are ways to still connect and do the best we can to continue our work
safely. Your Virginia Conference Mission Team met via zoom a few weeks ago and it was a
team decision to continue with Living into Our Purpose (LIOP) and to give recognitions rather
than awards at our Annual Meeting. Living into Our Purpose is our "blueprint" for our work. It
helps keep us on the path of our foremothers, our purpose and our mission as United
Methodist Women. PLEASE CONTINUE READING THIS COMMUNICATION FOR INFORMATION
FROM MEMBERS OF THE MISSION TEAM REGARDING “LIVING INTO OUR PURPOSE.”
Mary Jane Rawley, President
It is an unsettling reality that COVID-19 has seriously impacted our organizational life and
interfered with aspects of our program, including “Living Into Our Purpose,” report period
September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020. All has not been lost as many units were able to work
on LIOP goals for the six months (September to February) prior to the closing of our churches.
It is a time of learning new technology, relying on old fashioned communication and “thinking
outside the box.” We all need encouragement to move ahead. So, we thought it might be
helpful to focus attention on what can be done during the remaining summer months and even
beyond. We will do this by referencing the LIOP template and including ideas that we the
Mission Team would like to share with you. (LIOP form attached) So here goes:
1. Purpose (Mission Giving)
Suggestions: Specifically provided by Linda Borror, Conference Treasurer
1a. “Make and Meet a Pledge to Mission Giving.”
Even though this year is a very difficult time, try to be vigilant in encouraging your
units/individuals to send in their pledge money so that our UMW Mission Projects can
remain open for women, children and youth. This can be done by a telephone call or
note to your members which would serve two purposes: (1) staying connected to your
members and checking on them; (2) asking if they need anything and then a gentle
reminder that pledge money, if at all possible, is still being collected.
1c. “Increase the local organization’s Pledge to Mission this year.”
1

There is no set limit on the amount as it could be anything from $1 on up.
1d. “Qualify as a Five-or-Six Star Organization by contributing to five or Six Channels of
Mission Giving.” This is for the period Sep 1, 2019 – Aug 31, 2020
This is simple to do as any amount paid on your pledge during the year would qualify a
unit, as well as $5 for a Gift in Memory or Gift to Mission Card. One Special Mission
Recognition at $40 and any amount for the World Thank Offering and Candle Burning
makes your unit a six-star organization.
1e. “Have one (1) member become a Rainbow Giver.” This must be turned in to your
District Treasurer by early August. Only one (1) member at $60 is a part of the Living
Into Our Purpose and qualifies your unit as a five-star organization.
1f. “Participate in the United Methodist Women Legacy Fund”.
Any amount from an individual(s) earns you a point and more importantly insures the
future of United Methodist Women.
All of the above can be accomplished by sending your check through your unit treasurer
as the first step. She then sends it to the District Treasurer who compiles and forwards
it onto the Conference Treasurer. This can be done from your favorite chair at home or
from your front porch.
JUST DO THE VERY BEST YOU CAN

2. KNOW God (FAITH)
2a. “Encourage the practice of Spiritual Disciplines (i.e. scripture, prayer, fasting).”
Suggestion: Begin a covenant group among the members; Members agree to privately
read devotionals, scripture, the Upper Room etc. and meditate on the source for the
week(s). Members connect regularly by conference calls, round robin emailing or Zoom.
Note: Devotionals written by UMW Conference officers are posted on-line every
Monday. Email Mary Jane Rawley to be placed on the email list.

3. EXPERIENCE FREEDOM AS WHOLE PERSONS (HOPE)
3b. “Present a Program or initiate a project based on District or Conference Social Action
Priority.” (Reminder: The Conference Priorities for 2016-2020 are Economic Inequality,
Climate Justice, Criminalization of Communities of Color; Maternal and Child Health)
Suggestions:

2

1. Have a Social Action Study using Zoom: For example, one unit has been doing a
Climate Justice Study weekly on Zoom. Could your unit have a study addressing one of
the Social Action Priorities and do it on Zoom?
2. Have a Program on one of the priorities during a Zoom meeting, using material from
response, guest speakers; relevant book reports(s) from Reading Program; Also, view
Faith Talks Podcasts individually at home and discuss at a zoom meeting. The Faith Talks
Podcasts are monthly conversations with UMW members exploring themes, many with
spiritual growth content, but also with topics relating to our priorities such as Paid
Family Leave, Creation Care, Education Inequality. Back episodes are available. Find
information on unitedmethodistwomen.org.
3f. ”Have at least one (1) member sign up to receive Virginia Interfaith Center for Public
Policy alerts (http://www.virginiafaithcenter.org) and use ideas to advocate for
justice.”
Suggestion: One volunteer can receive the alerts from the Virginia interfaith Center for
Public Policy and share with members by way of letter or email, and the members can
study the information and determine whether to advocate for justice while at home,
through providing signatures, letter writing etc. Also, Social Action Coordinator, Karen
McElfish, frequently sends out emails with information and requests for advocacy.
4. DEVELOP A CREATIVE/SUPPORTIVE FELLOWSHIP
4e. “Write to at least five mission workers listed in Prayer Calendar.”
4g. “Submit names of deceased members to District MN & O Coordinator by Aug. 31.”
Suggestions: The two items above can be easily accomplished while at home.

5. EXPAND CONCEPTS OF MISSION
5c. “Select a Mission Institution or Project which is supported by funds from the United
Methodist Women National Office or the Ministry Grants of Virginia.”
Suggestion: Conduct a poll on-line if consensus is required for allocation of funds.
Wesley Community Service Center, the only National Institution in Va., continues to
need our support, especially at this time of COVID-19. Wesley is currently holding a
fundraiser raffle, May 10-June 20 to raise funds for much needed repairs. For
information:
google
Wesley
Community
Services
Center
or
link:
thewesleycenter.ourraffle.org.

5d. Have or participate in at least one current mission study during the year.
3

Suggestion: This year we won’t have Mission Encounter, but National Office has
informed us that there will be an adaptation of one of the studies, “Finding Peace in an
Anxious World.” The study guide has been adapted to be used easily either individually
or in virtual small groups. Study leader trainers have also worked to create a series of
companion videos to enhance the study. Available very soon.

A final thought: Let us remember to stay connected with our UMW sisters who may not be
moving as quickly in adapting to technological advancements. Keeping them invested as valued
members is essential; we cannot afford to lose them. The old-fashioned methods, calling or
writing a note, still work.
Looking to the Future: We anticipate that changes will be made to the LIOP template for 20202021 to include more realistic and attainable goals. We look forward to Annual Meeting and a
time of recognizing you for your accomplishments. We pray that all will stay connected,
encouraged, safe and healthy.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO OUR PURPOSE. JUST DO THE VERY BEST YOU CAN!
Peace and blessings,
Your Sisters of the Virginia Conference UMW Mission Team,
Mary Jane Rawley, President
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Pass It On
Harrisonburg District
United Methodist Women Newsletter
40 Southgate Ct., Suite 101
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Upcoming Events—Don't Miss Out!
Aug. 15: “Rainbow Giver” donations due to
Treasurer
Aug. 31: Deadline for names of deceased members
(Sept. 2019-Aug. 31, 2020) to MNO Coordinator
Sept. 10: 3rd Quarter reports due to Treasurer, Reading
Program & “Living Into Our Purpose” reports due to
District Program Resources Secretary and Education &
Interpretation Coordinator, respectively
Sept. 11-12: Young Women’s Event, Camp Overlook

Please share this newsletter with your local
UMW units.

July 2020
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