
DEADLINE FOR SOUTHEASTERN JURISDICTION MEETING: 
February 29th is last day to register for this fun and informational meeting in Mo-

bile, Alabama (April 17-19, 2020).  

Registration is online ONLY at: umwsej.org/registration 
 

If you are interested in going on the bus from Virginia you must let me know im-

mediately but not later than February 29th.  

Joyce Winston, buckrowbeach@gmail.com/757-851-6897 

 

Missions 

Saturday, March 21 
Trinity United Methodist Church 

201 Cedar St., Smithfield VA 
 

9:30 AM        Refreshments & fellowship 

10:00 AM      Program  

Noon             Adjourn 

 

Social Action Event 
Saturday, May 2  

9:30 AM Registration~10:00-

Noon Program 

Lower UMC, Hartfield 
 

Speaker from Virginia Interfaith Power 

& Light lead us in responding to climate change 
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      Word from Our UMW President 
In Micah 6:8 we read:  “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (NRSV)  We have many op-

portunities to show how we intend to follow the prophet Micah’s message to the 

Israelites—a message which extends to all generations living in troubled times.  

As United Methodist Women we are concerned about justice and mercy issues 

affecting primarily women, children, and youth.   
 

This year, in preparation for attending United Meth-

odist Day at the General Assembly, four District of-

ficers stopped by Del. Jeion Ward’s office for 

“Doughnuts with the Delegate” and coffee too.  Del. 

Ward, who happens to be my delegate, shared infor-

mal conversation with citizens on a variety of issues.  

The one we spoke with her about was a bill (SB 

1311/HB 898) which would allow workers (even 

part-time) to earn one hour of paid sick time for eve-

ry 30 hours worked and up to 16 hours (2 days) of unpaid sick time for employees of businesses with 

one to 15 workers.  They could use this if they were sick or if they needed to stay at home with a sick 

child.  Del. Ward had already signed on as a co-sponsor for this bill and, as the new Chair of the 

House Labor and Commerce Committee, could wield influence on the bill since it was referred to her 

committee.  Two other bills of concern were comprehensive predatory lending reform, targeting pay-

day and title loans, and driver’s licenses for all Virginians.  The lending reform bill (HB 789/SB 421) 

is a long-time contended effort to curb 200 and 300% APR loans to some of Virginia’s weakest con-

sumers, who easily become trapped in debt.  The third bill proposed by the VICPP (Virginia Interfaith 

Center for Public Policy) (SB 643/HB 1211) was one which would give more than 250,000 people in 

Virginia, including 13 classes of undocumented immigrants, the right to take the DMV driving test.  

This was a new one on me and one that I felt I needed to research more carefully before making my 

personal decision.  (To read bills and where they are in the process Google LIS.)  We were given 

packets with Fact Sheets on these three bills to take to appointment meetings with our legislators.   
 

Jo Rawls and I visited our senator, Sen. Mamie Locke, and, although she 

wasn’t yet a co-patron on the sick time bill, she was most willing to do 

so.  We noted this on our visit sheet given to the VICPP.  The afternoon 

brought an interactive session with Carol Barton, Executive for Commu-

nity Action, from the National Office of UMW.  We discussed what it 

would really look like to love our neighbor as ourselves and the chal-

lenges to doing so.  Carol asked the question:  Where do we go from 

here?  She suggested we prepare spiritually through prayer, get to know 

our legislators, keep informed about issues and contact legislators on specific bills.  It was a great day 

of advocacy for the eight YRD attendees and I encourage you too to attend next year.     
 

In the meantime, we have an opportunity to hear a speaker from Vir-

ginia Interfaith Power & Light lead us in responding to climate change.  

Event is May 2 at Lower UMC, Hartfield.  If you have a church van/

bus and would be willing to transport folks that day, please contact me. 
 

  Sylvia Rumsey 
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 As children we come to think of missionaries as people who serve in distant lands. They may be separated 

from their extended families for many months while spreading the Good News of God’s love in sometimes 

hostile environments. 
 

But we can be missionaries, too, without traveling across the seas or even across the state. On Saturday, 

March 21, representatives from three local missions will share the impact their organizations are having on 

women, youth, and children in our community — and ways we can help! 

 

All God’s Children Camp provides a week of sanctuary for children who face so many chal-

lenges in their lives — economic poverty, loneliness, low self-esteem, violence, drugs and 

temporary living conditions — while their mothers or fathers are incarcerated. Children, ages 

7 to 12 spend a week at camp, participating in activities such as boating, swimming, hiking, 

archery, music, crafts, Bible study, and conflict resolution  
 

Latisha’s House provides a long-term safe house for adult female vic-

tims of sex trafficking and offers individualized support to empower 

victims to build a bridge from their traumatic past to a positive future. 
 

Wesley Community Service Center offers multiple programs and support for urgent and 

unmet individual, family and community needs in the southside of Portsmouth. Since 1937 

Wesley has worked for minority empowerment and to build community across racial, eco-

nomic and social barriers. 
 

In our churches, we hear often about becoming the “hands and feet” of Christ. Join us to 

learn ways we can do just that through these “Missions in our own Backyard.” Our thanks to 

Brenda Cox and the ladies of Trinity UMC UMW, who will host this event. 
 

What: Mission in our own Backyard 
 

When: Saturday, March 21 

                9:30 am      Refreshments & fellowship             

                 10 am           Program 

                 Noon             Adjourn 
 

Where:  Trinity United Methodist Church 

                  201 Cedar St., Smithfield VA 
 

If you haven’t ventured to Smithfield recently, consider spending the afternoon strolling the streets of this 

quaint historic town. Smithfield offers unique shopping, a museum, and fun places to have lunch. Have you 

marked your calendar yet? 
 

Mary Saylor 

Mission 
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Education & Interpretation:   

Spiritual Growth 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach: 2019 Census 
For those who attended UMW Training Saturday January 25th each unit should now have a form to fill 

out and see that the information is returned to me in one of three ways listed on the form. A second 

sheet was handed out showing how to reach the web site to enter the information on line. I have high 

expectations this year that each unit will have someone willing to do just that!  
 

The information being requested this year is much less than previous years. If the unit is unable to re-

port on line, I am more than willing to help. A representative from the unit can call and set up a con-

venient time for entering the information. I have contacted Marlene Dakita, Conference Membership, 

Nurture and Outreach, asking if National would be willing to send a report out before March 30th. Be-

cause I do not have access to National’s data base, it would help to do a cross check with the infor-

mation I have versus what National has been given. As a result, National has agreed to send a prelimi-

nary report to Conference MN&Os between February 28th and March 5th . Therefore, I am now ask-

ing that information be entered and made available to me NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 25th . A 

copy of the form needed can be found in this newsletter. I suggest a copy be kept with your unit rec-

ords for easy reference for next year’s CENSUS.”  
 

Thank You” in advance for your help in getting our report as accurate as possible. 

Blessings to all!~Patricia Fitzgerald 

I noticed my cat, Georgie Girl was eager to jump up in a window this morning. When I lifted the 

blind I realized that the house wrens were back and building their nest near the window. God created 

this world with a an artist brush and a clock that never fails. Spring is near and I praise the Lord eve-

ryday for his wonderful creatures and creations.  
 

In our Prayer Calendar for February 1, volunteers are honored for all they do around the world. 

We are “sharing the light of Jesus Christ, empowering women, youth and children.” This is the mis-

sion of United Methodist Women’s and we have worked for over 150 years serving the Lord. 
 

Let’s remember our heritage and continue the work that we do to help others. Please remember the 

Legacy Fund when you want to honor someone or just make a gift.~Amy Oliver 

Education - I hope you are all using your LIOP forms to plan your programs and activities.  As you are 

aware, just as the Methodist church is connectional, so is the United Methodist Women organization 

and our Purpose (and Living Into Out Purpose form) reflect that.  Use the books on the Book list and 

the Response magazine to educate ourselves on issues we need to address.  Participate in Social Action 

and Mission events.  Write to our missionary staff listed in the Prayer calendar to offer moral support 

for those spreading the word of God to those who need to hear it most.  One member of my circle has 

become a pen pal to someone she initially wrote a card to and received back a thank you.  This corre-

spondence is enriching to all of us! 
 

Interpretation – I’m still working on how to integrate this into action.  Thank you for all you do to sup-

port our missions and for daily living into our purpose as United Methodist Women! ~Dana Dunham 
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Program Resources: 
 

February is often a month when it is cold and you do not want to go out of 

your warm, cozy home.  Well, that would be a great time to read a good 

book, huh?  This time I am going to tell you about a book that is from our 

2016 reading list and is a Bonus book in the Social Action category.  That 

means that this book counts for having read 2 books in the Social Action 

category!  The title of the book is "Just Mercy - A Story of Justice and Re-

demption" by Bryan Stevenson.  It has been made into a movie that is in 

our local theaters now!!  I have not seen it yet but have spoken to some 

who have and they report that it is excellent. 
 

I am writing this article in January which is my birth month.  I love to drive to Nags Head for the day to cele-

brate my birthday.  My husband, Joe, and I went this year and as part of my tradition we go to have lunch and 

shop in Manteo.  There is a bookstore there as well as a pottery that I always try to visit.  The pottery was 

closed this day but the bookstore was open.  My husband chose a cookbook for our new InstantPot and I 

chose the "Just Mercy" to have my own copy.  I am going to quote something from the back cover 

now.  "“From one of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our time comes an unforgettable true sto-

ry about the redeeming power of mercy.  Bryan Stevenson was a gifted young attorney when he founded 

the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending the poor, the wrongly condemned, and 

those trapped in the furthest  reaches of our criminal justice system.  One of his first cases was that of 

Walter McMillian, a young man sentenced to die for a notorious murder he didn't commit.  The case drew 

Stevenson into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship-and transformed 

his understanding of mercy and justice forever." 
 

Sounds like a great book, right?  The copy I have was printed last year and has an updated postscript.  Hope 

you read it!~~Happy Reading, Anita Boucher  

From your Treasurer 
Thank you to all who attended Training Day on January 25, 2020.  As your York River District Treasurer, I 

am always available to answer any questions you may have.  Please contact me at 898-6006 or e-mail me at 

jatheaton529@gmail.com. If I am not available, please leave me a message, and I will get back to you as 

quickly as I can.   One of the things I talked about on Saturday was our Mission cards.  Some churches use 

many cards throughout the year, and some don’t use any, and I wonder if that is because your unit is not fa-

miliar with them.  I have cards available for you to purchase for $ 5.00 each.  I have In the Service of Christ, 

Happy Birthday, In Loving Memory, Congratulations, Thinking of You, welcoming a new baby, Thank You, 

Peace, and this past year there were Christmas cards.  Once you purchase these cards from me, you can sell 

them to your members for $ 5.00 and the money is put in your treasury.  When you pay me for them, they are 

recorded as a gift to mission or memory from your church, as part of your six channels of giving.   The mes-

sage inside the card reads “A gift to mission has been given in your honor through United Methodist Wom-

en.”  I especially like the Thank You cards and the birthday cards.  When someone does something nice for 

me such as driving me to a meeting, I buy one of these cards and send it to them.  The same with a birthday 

card.  If the person is special to you, how nice for the receiver of that card to know that money has been given 

to mission work of United Methodist Women in their honor.  I usually have some of these cards with me at all 

of our meetings, or call me and ask me to bring a specific card.  I also talked about our York River District 

Budget, and if you attended our Annual Meeting in September you should have received a copy of this budg-

et.  Our budget is funded by your individual units paying Administration & Membership Development Funds 

(A&MD) which is $ 3.00 per member once a year.  It would be appreciated very much if these monies could 

be paid in this quarter so that we can have monies available to fund several upcoming projects.  As I men-

tioned at our January meeting, at the end of the year, any remaining A&MD funds that weren’t used last year 

were sent to our District Treasurer.  Looking forward to seeing everyone at our March Event!~Joan Heaton 



 

Principle 6: Local Solidarity – To honor the natural beauty, histories and cultures as well as the struggles 

toward wholeness present in the location where the meeting occurs. 

Advocacy is any action that speaks in favor of, recommends, argues for a cause, supports 

or defends or pleads on behalf of others. 

 

The Just Energy 4 All Campaign, Be Just Be Green, and the 13 Steps to Sustainability can 

be found at this link: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice 

 

Our YRD Social Action communications are archived at https://sites.google.com/view/

yrdsocialaction/home 

 

Please make plans to attend our District Social Action event, Saturday May 2 at Lower UMC in Hart-

field, VA. 

 

Julianne Rosas 

 

Signup up to receive Climate Justine Updates on the UMW website at: 
 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/bjbg_signup.html   
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UMW Members in Action 
 

Salem UMW 
 

December was a busy month for the women at Salem United Methodist Church in 

Gloucester, Va. Our first event was held on December 14th at the church. Every 

other year our unit has provided a free Breakfast with Santa for the youth of our 

community. The men of our church cooked the breakfast, the women decorated 

our fellowship hall and Girl Scout Troop 1018 volunteered to serve our patrons. 

Pictures with Santa were taken and picked up after the children were done with 

their shopping. The UMW worked diligently all year to stock The Santa Shop. 

Children can shop for gifts for their family and friends from our affordable variety of gifts. Wrapping was 

provided by our dedicated volunteers. Between 45 to 50 children took advantage of this event. Parents had a 

safe and loving place for their children to be and we were all blessed with smiles and Christmas greetings. 
 

The next event was held on 

December 21st. The women 

organized a toy drive for the 

recipients of the Salem Food 

Pantry. A friendly competition 

was held between the UMW, 

UMM and youth to see who 

could provide the most toys. The UMM won! Special thanks to Paul Corese of Sports 

Shack for his generous contributions to the toy drive. The UMW sewed 133 stockings to hold toothbrushes 

and toothpaste to give to anyone who wished to have one from the toy drive. The drive provided nearly 150 

children with gifts for Christmas. Our church family is busy all year, but these two events allow many to 

showcase their talents and willingness to serve. Through serving others, we here at Salem strive to live into 

the purpose of the United Methodist Women. 

Blessings to all, Jean Hogge 
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UMW Members in Action 
First UMC Hampton 
 

On January 12 a younger women’s circle at First UMC Hampton sponsored an 

after worship salad luncheon and physical exercise program led by Armstrong 

School of the Arts PE/Health teacher Andrea Samsky. Young children to 

much older members and guests went through a “circuit workout” of low im-

pact exercises, some of which required easy to use equipment. A great time 

was had by all as heart rates were increased, healthy food was shared, and new 

ways of exercising were discovered. 

Do you use Amazon Prime?   
 

You can donate to your favorite charity by using smile.amazon.com.  I 

am currently designating the Agape Christian Childrens Community 

Center Inc.  It’s an easy way to give money and it costs you nothing. 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable 

organization of your choice. You can choose from over one million 

organizations to support. 
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?  

On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive 

donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then 

every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. AmazonSmile will occa-

sionally contact you about donation amounts disbursed to your chosen charity or about the program.  
 

Can I change my charity?  

You can change your charity any time. Your AmazonSmile purchases after the change count towards your 

newly selected charity. To change your charity, sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile 

phone browser and simply select “Change your Charity” in “Your Account.” 
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Pictures from the Prayer Breakfast on December 7th at Fox Hill UMC 

 

Melissa White, Speaker on Left 

Amy Oliver on Right 

 

Pictures from 

the District 

Training 

meeting on 

January 25th 

at Wesley 

UMC 







York River District UMW Invites You to:  

Missions 

Saturday, March 21 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
201 Cedar St., Smithfield VA 

 

9:30 AM       Refreshments & fellowship 

10:00 AM      Program  

Noon             Adjourn 

 

All God’s Children Camp pro-

vides a week of sanctuary for 

children who face so many 

challenges in their lives — eco-

nomic poverty, loneliness, low 

self-esteem, violence, drugs 

and temporary living conditions 

— while their mothers or fa-

thers are incarcerated. 

Latisha’s House provides a long-

term safe house for adult female 

victims of sex trafficking and of-

fers individualized support to em-

power victims to build a bridge 

from their traumatic past to a pos-

itive future. 

Wesley Community Service Center 

offers multiple programs and sup-

port for urgent and unmet individu-

al, family and community needs in 

the Southside of Portsmouth. Since 

1937 Wesley has worked for mi-

nority empowerment and to build 

community across racial, economic 

and social barriers. 


