“This is the day the Lord has made Rejoice and be glad in it.”
To be a part of the United Methodist Women is to be in motion, FORWARD motion.
Through hospitality to people; education through reading, training, seminars; advocating for the issues
regarding women and children; growing Spiritually with prayer, Bible study, fellowship; providing hands on
mission with our time, labor, prayers and monetary gifts, we are standing firm in our Mission Statement.
We may see changes in the UMC this year but know that United Methodist Women “remain strong and
independent”. We as United Methodist Women will continue to focus on our Mission and to remain grounded in
the love of Christ for us and our Sisters throughout the world.
This month there are two events which focus on some of our Social Action initiatives. Bon Secours will hold an
event on Tuesday, February 11 at River Road UMC “Signs of Human Trafficking in our Community”. The
Annual District Hearts for Justice Event will be held at Wesley Memorial UMC on February 22nd. Details for
both programs are listed in this issue.
On April 4, Highland Springs UMW will host our District Prayer Breakfast. The Conference Spiritual Life
Retreat is to be held at the 4-H Conference Center at Smith Mountain Lake, May 15-17, 2020. Come, join us.
Call me if you need transportation, someone is always going your way.
THANK YOU for making our District Pledge to Mission goal for 2019. You sent your pledges in on time,
went the extra mile to spend down your treasury and made extra donations. By doing so, we were able to make
the Richmond District Pledge to Mission Goal of $48,000 for 2019. It remains the same for 2020.
The UMW Conference treasurer, Linda Borrer, reported the UMW Executive Committee approved the following
from the Carroll Palmer Estate Fund.
• $500 to Hospitality House for children and women of Maldives in India;
• $820 to Rehoboth Home for Children in South India for sewing machines and sponsorship of two annual
scholarships;
• $1,500 to Mission Central in Harrisonburg serving children’s health, diapers, and books;
• $2,200 for Wesley Community Service Center Portsmouth VA for school year and summer STEM
program.
The “UMW National Directors approved a $16.27 million operating budget for 2020, which includes more than
$3.78 million in national and international mission grants and $7.1 million for program services administered by
United Methodist Women. These include national mission institution insurance, the Deaconess and Home
Missioner Office, mission education, support for Scarritt Bennett Center, and work to provide leadership
development, spiritual growth, transformative education and service and advocacy opportunities for members.”
as reported by Miram Kim. Good work. You are making a difference.
United Methodist Day at the General Assembly had approximately 100 people in attendance. Those
advocates were able to speak to their elected officials for a number of Bills going through the General Assembly
this year. Three bill that we spoke specifically to our legislators about were:
SB 481/HB898: Paid Sick Days for all employees
HB 1211/SB 643 Driver’s Licenses for All Virginians
HB 789/ SB 421 Comprehensive Predatory Lending Reform
Follow the status of all bills in the GA legislative process by
going to http://lis.virginia.gov/lis.htm
Peace and Joy to you,
Scotty Doyle 804-640-5255 sdoyle22@verizon.net
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Happy 2020!
We wish each and every one of you a year filled with the blessings of good health, peace, and opportunities to
serve and share the love of Christ in your communities. We invite you to join us in the programs that we have
planned and are planning for the year to enrich your spiritual life, to present ideas for hands-on missions, and to
empower you to work for social justice.
Our year began with the “Day Apart” on Saturday, January 25, at Richmond Hill with Ellen Stamps, who shared
stories from the life of Corrie Ten Boom and her own life as Corrie’s nurse and companion to illustrate the need
to trust God’s plan as the tapestry of our lives is woven from our broken threads. I think it’s safe to say that
everyone who attended left with a renewed spirit.
The next event on the calendar is Our Racial Justice “Hearts for Justice” program, “School-to-Prison Pipeline:
ALL Children Matter”, which will be held on Saturday, February 22, at Wesley Memorial UMC, 1720
Mechanicsville Turnpike, Richmond, 23223. Registration with refreshments will be 9:00 – 9:30, and the
program will be 9:30 – 11:30. Bus transportation will be available at Bon Air UMC, leaving at 8:30. Preregistration is not required, but you will need to reserve your seat on the bus. The invitation with more details is
in this issue of The WORD.
In April, we will have our Annual Prayer Breakfast at Highland Springs UMC, 22 N. Holly Ave., Highland
Springs, 23075, on Saturday, April 4. Registration will begin at 8:30, followed by breakfast and worship 9:00 –
11:00. Mark your calendars now and look for more details to come out shortly. There may be transportation
available, as well.
Ruth is in the planning stages of another wonderful bus trip “On the Road Again in Mission Express”, this time
to The Red Bird Missionary Conference, Henderson Settlement, and The Jubilee Project. Details with dates will
be coming when the plans are finalized, so start preparing now for a few days away from home with a group of
“your mission-minded sisters”. There is a “one-day” trip being discussed as well. Those of us who have been on
our bus trips will tell you the fellowship is great! And, you can invite a fellow UMW Sister to come with you!!
God bless your year!
Barbara Tuttle
btuttle48@verizon.net
804 271-2289

Ruth Wilkinson
cusmile2day@hotmail.com
804-218-0627

February 22, Saturday: Racial Justice Event, Wesley Memorial UMC
Reg. 9 – 9:30 a.m., Program 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
March 30, Monday: UMW Census Deadline,
April 4, Saturday: Prayer Breakfast, Highland Springs UMC
Reg. 8:30 a.m., Breakfast & Worship 9 – 11 a.m.
May 15-17, Spiritual Life Retreat
W.E. Wertz 4-H Educational Conference Center, Wirtz, VA

Happy New Year to all!
Welcome back to the continuing treasurers and a warm welcome to the new treasurers.
This is the quarterly report for 2019 Mission Giving and Designated Gifts.
1st Quarter

2nd Quarter

3rd Quarter

4t h Quarter

Year-to-Date

Mission

$ 9,049.72

9,828.95

9,445.51

16,795.50

$45,119.68

Designated
Gifts

$ 334.00

1,697.77

717.95

733.00

$ 3,482.72

Our 2019 pledge to mission was $48,000.00.
We sent to the UMW Conference Treasurer $48,602.40.
THANK YOU

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU

OUR 2020 PLEDGE TO MISSION IS $48,000.00.
The total of our local designated gifts is $ 2,642.10. A few of the local ministries are the Central Virginia Food
Bank (Feed More), The Hermitage in Richmond, Shalom Farms, Family and Children Services, etc.
This is a reminder that the quarterly remittance forms are due to the district treasurer, Rosa Lewis, by the 10th
of the last month of each quarter. The due dates are by March 10th, by June 10th, by September 10th, and by
December 10th.
You can give to candle burning at any time during the year. Later during the year you will receive a deadline for
candle burning in September.
You can become a rainbow giver anytime during the year. If you want to receive your Rainbow Giver pin at the
district annual meeting in September, you might want to consider becoming a rainbow giver before August 31.
If you have any questions, please call me at 804-222-8480 or send me an e-mail at olddenny@verizon.net.
Rosa Lewis, District Treasurer, Peace and Love

The reporting period for the United Methodist Women Census 2019 is now in full
swing, and I'm pleased to announce that eleven units have already completed their submission
at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019 and reported that to me: Asbury-Church Hill, Bon Air,
Christ, Forest Grove, Gum Spring, Huguenot, Laurel Park, Lebanon, River Road, Skipwith, Mt. Pisgah
and Trinity. This is nearly one third of our units in the first month! Thank you for your prompt responses, ladies!
Please make it your goal to complete your unit's census submission by February 25, 2020, so that it can be
included in the first draft census report our District will receive in early March. The reporting period
closes March 30, 2020, and no additional unit reports can be added after that date. We want to ensure all units
have been counted.
I have e-mailed unit presidents and contacts detailed instructions from our national office, but I'm always glad to
mail them to you upon request, answer your questions, or walk with you through the census form. Just let me
know how I can help, and we'll get this done!
Kathy Dictor

Spiritual Life
Hello all you beautiful, precious children of God!!!!
As your new District Spiritual Growth Coordinator, I welcome the opportunity to make a connection with you &
your UMW group! Let’s take this journey together and grow in Christ’s image…….together!
Years ago, I served on the district with Julie Griffith & Mary Beth & others while being a member of Mt. Pisgah
UMW in Midlothian. My great husband, John Lewis and I moved to Ashland 10 years ago joining Duncan
Memorial UMC on the campus of Randolph Macon College.
We enjoy the small town of Ashland, the events at Randolph Macon College and of course the Ironhorse,
Caboose or Homemades by Suzanne restaurants. Our family is special and close to our hearts. We rejoice in
2 grown daughters and their 2 wonderful husbands and 2 grandchildren, age 8, Mia and Hayley.
At DMUMC, we just finished studying the book of Proverbs. This verse seems to speak to me and hopefully to
you as we face daily challenges or rather opportunities.
“WHOEVER PURSUES RIGHTEOUSNESS AND KINDNESS WILL FIND LIFE AND HONOR.”
PROVERBS 21:21
May we begin 2020 pursuing God…. May we go looking for him, studying his Word, absorbing his Word !!!
And let’s stretch and grow. Let’s look for Him in everything and everyone we come across! Will you do that?
Will you try? Let’s do it together! Please let me hear from you (texting is good). FYI, I’m always open to a
good cup of tea.
Pursuing God,
Sue Ann Lewis, Ashland – District Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Home phone: 804.368.8478 – please leave a message
Text only: 804.350.1979
Email: sueannhlewis@gmail.com

Greetings Sisters,
Thanks to the many Richmond District UMW members who attended the recent “28th Annual United Methodist
Day at the General Assembly 2020.” We were joined by our bishop, Bishop Sharma Lewis, and Ms. Carol
Barton, Executive for Community Action with the United Methodist Women national office. Ms. Barton was our
keynote speaker. She emphasized that faith-based advocacy, for United Methodists, is grounded in the bible
and Wesleyan tradition. The Great Commandment to love God with all our hearts and our neighbors [all our
neighbors] as ourselves is a consistent theme throughout the New Testament. And John Wesley’s life was an
example of what he phrased as “casting our lot with the least of these.” Those references remind me of the
UMW motto “Faith - Hope – Love In Action.”
I invite you to join us on February 22 (snow date February 29) for the annual “Hearts for Justice” event. “The
School-to-Prison Pipeline” is the theme. Prior registration is not necessary and there is no cost. See details
elsewhere in this issue of the WORD.
Wenda Singer, Mission Coordinator for Social Action

Greetings,
Richmond District UMW! It is my honor to serve as your new mission coordinator for Education and
Interpretation (E&I). I’ve been a member of United Methodist Women for about 30 years. I love being a part of
such a supportive group of women who share a passion for mission and social justice. I am a lifelong United
Methodist as well as a native resident of Virginia. After living in Stafford for 30 years, raising two children and
working as a civil servant for the United States Marine Corps, I retired with my husband and we moved to the
country in King and Queen County near Tappahannock. While there, I was the Rappahannock River District
UMW President, and then the District Lay Leader. In 2018 we moved to Brandermill Woods Retirement
Community. I am now a member of Mt. Pisgah UMC and UMW.
As your district E&I coordinator, I am available to visit your units and provide programs interpreting our UMW
purpose or any other aspect of the UMW’s work in support of women, children and youth. I am also your
resource person for the Living Into Our Purpose form, which I hope you are all using to help your units live into
your purpose. While it is always nice to check the boxes and receive recognition at annual meetings, the form is
not meant to be just a checklist. It is a valuable tool to keep you focused on what sets us apart from any other
women’s group.
I look forward to serving with you this year. Please contact me with questions, suggestions, and especially
invitations to visit!
Blessings,
Debbie Dietrich
540-845-6185
debbiedietrich6@gmail.com
(Please note my email address was incorrect in the last newsletter. Above is the correct address.)

Secretary for Program Resources
I am the newly elected Secretary for Program Resources. I have a vast interest in reading and have
participated in the UMW Reading Program for the last several years. I have had such a love of reading that I
made it my career. I was an elementary school librarian for 34 years before I retired. I still miss it. Of course, I
read a lot of children's books and found them educational and entertaining but always loved many types of
books.
I have my undergraduate degree from Concord University in Athens, WV. I also have an English literature
degree to go along with library science but I never taught English. I found that English and Library Science
complement each other and am glad I have both degrees.
I moved to VA in 1990 and have been in the Richmond area since 1997. I attend Highland Spring United
Methodist Church and, along with another person, am in charge of the UMW Reading Program. We also have a
book club at church that meets once a month and I am in charge of that too.
Many of our UMW members read some of the UMW selections and I try to encourage them as much as
possible. I am retired now and have time to read a vast number of the selections. I feel it opens my eyes to
what is occurring in the world and the problems many people face.
I look forward to connecting with many of you and hope you can read as many UMW reading program books as
possible
Kim Gatzek

Corrections/Updates to 2020 Yearbook
Please update your unit’s yearbooks with these corrections:
Pg. 3 - Sue Ann Lewis

email: sueannhlewis@gmail.com phone#: 804.368.8478

Pg. 15 - Conference Treasury, Linda Borrer, phone#: 540-664-5912 cell
Pg. 15 - Conference Education & Interpretation, Brenda NeSmith, 2300 Cedarfield Parkway, Apt. 379,
Richmond, VA 23233
Pg. 19 - Highland Springs, President, Ruth French, 804-356-1811, 7719 Wilton Rd, Richmond, VA 23231
french2801@verizon.net

River Road United Methodist Women
is hosting an information session on Human Trafficking, Tuesday, February 11, 10-11:30.

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Living Into Our Purpose 1 September 2019 – 31 August 2020

Purpose
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.
Recognition Achievements
Total Items to Complete
(>15 Members)

Total Items to Complete
(≤15 members)

I Bronze

10 (ten) total items /
6 ✶ items (six)

5 (five) /
3 ✶ items (three)

II Silver

14 (fourteen) /
8 ✶ items (eight)

7 (seven) /
4 ✶ items (four)

III Gold

20 (twenty) /
12 ✶ items (twelve)

10 total items (ten) /
6 ✶ items (six)

Living into Purpose Level

•
•

Use these suggestions to MAKE IT HAPPEN in the world in which we live.
Mark the items you completed

1. Purpose (Mission Giving)
✶

1a. Make and meet a Pledge to Mission Giving.

✶

1b. Include the UMW Purpose at every meeting.
1c. Increase the local organization's Pledge to Mission this year.

✶

1d. Qualify as a Five- or Six-Star organization by contributing to Five or Six Channels of
Mission Giving
□ Pledge to Mission □ Special Mission Recognition
□ Mission Giving Cards
□ Gift in Memory

□ World Thank Offering

□ Candle burning

✶

1e. Have one (1) member become a Rainbow Giver.
Name:

✶

1f. Participate in the United Methodist Women 150th Legacy Fund.

2. KNOW GOD (FAITH)
2a. Encourage the practice of Spiritual Disciplines (i.e. scripture, prayer, fasting)
✶

2b. Have at least one Prayer Calendar which can be used at each local organization meeting
to pray for mission workers and mission projects for women, children and youth.
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✶

2c. Have at least one (1) member attend a District or Conference Spiritual Life Event. (District
or Conference officers who have paid their own way may count toward this item)
Name:
2d. Host or participate in a Children’s Sabbath Service highlighting the needs of the children.
(Resources can be found at www.childrensdefense.org)

✶

2e. Use at least two (2) programs from the Program Book.
1.
2.

3. EXPERIENCE FREEDOM AS WHOLE PERSONS (HOPE)
✶

3a. Choose one (1) District Social Action Priority to work on.
Priority is:

✶

3b. Present a program or initiate a project based on a District or Conference Social Action
Priority.
Program/Project:

✶

3c. Have at least one (1) member attend United Methodist Day at General Assembly in
February. Members name:

✶

3d. Have at least one (1) member sign-up to receive the UMW Action Network
(http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org) to learn more about justice issues
Members Name:
3e. Have at least one (1) member sign-up for the action alerts from the General Board of
Church and Society (http://www.umc-gbcs.org/) and share information on justice issues with
the local organization.
Members Name:
3f. Have at least one (1) member sign up to receive Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy
alerts (http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org) and use ideas to advocate for justice.
Members Name:

✶

3g. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies by having a Racial Justice Program,
participating in a District Racial Justice Program or attending a Conference Racial Justice
event. Get resources from: http://new.gbgmumc.org/umw/media/files/Racial%20Justice%20Manual.pdf
Describe:
3h. Participate in the United Methodist Women National 13 Steps To Sustainability Policies
(https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability).
Describe what you did:

4. DEVELOP A CREATIVE/SUPPORTIVE FELLOWSHIP (LOVE)
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4a. Add at least two (2) new members to the roll (one (1) new member for local circles/units
with 15 or fewer members).
1.
2.

✶

4b. Have at least two (2) members, other than a District or Conference Officer, attend a
District or Conference Annual Meeting (if ≤ 15 members – you may include one (1) District or
Conference Officer).
1.
2.

✶

4c. Sponsor a young woman (18 - 40) to attend a District or Conference Young Women’s
Event.
Name of attendee: (for your archives)

✶

4d. Invite a District or Conference Officer, other than one of your own members, to one of
your local organization meetings during the year and/or your United Methodist Women’s
Sunday.
Name/Date:
4e. Write to at least five (5) mission workers listed the Prayer Calendar.
Names: _______________________________________________________________
4f. Have at least one (1) member attend UMW Day at Ferrum College.
Name(s):

✶

4g. Submit names of deceased members to District MN & O Coordinators by August 31st. +

5. EXPAND CONCEPTS OF MISSION (LOVE)

✶

5a. Have at least one (1) subscription to response Magazine within the organization to help
members stay informed of world missions and for help in planning programs. Include a
“response Moment” where an item from response Magazine is lifted up as a way to tell a
mission story.

✶

5b. Have at least one (1) member, other than a District or Conference officer; attend Mission
Encounter or a District Mission Celebration/Mission Encounter event. (District or Conference
officers who have paid their own way may count toward this item.)
Name:

✶

5c. Select a Mission Institution or Project which is supported by funds from the United
Methodist Women National Office (Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth, VA is
the only National Institution in Virginia), or the Ministry Grants of Virginia (listed in the
Annual Report) and visit and/or contribute needed resources.
Name of Project:

✶

5d. Have or participate in at least one (1) current mission study during the year.
Which one:
October 25, 2018
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✶

5e. Have at least two (2) members complete Plan I or higher of the Reading Program. +
1.
2.

6. PARTICIPATION IN GLOBAL MINISTRIES (IN ACTION)

✶

6a. Have one (1) or more members participate in hands-on mission such as gleaning, working
at a food pantry or clothes closet, Rise Against Hunger event, bagging potatoes, etc.
Describe:

✶

6b. Participate in the Campaign for Children (Children’s Sabbath Sunday, public education,
mentoring or tutoring programs, visit and support local schools, etc.)
Describe what you did:
6c. Provide at least ten (10) UMCOR Mission Kits and funds for shipping for the Virginia
Annual Conference (Kits for Conference)
6d. Make a donation of goods (stamps for inmates, etc.), money (to support a Prison
Chaplain) or service (Bible study, bell choir) to Prison Ministries.

✶
Total
Items
Items
Place totals on this line.
* Submit this form to your DISTRICT LIOP Representative *
Local Organization/Church
Number of Members in your Local Organization
President or Contact Person
Phone
Email

+ No Change in reporting of Reading Program Books. Secretary of Program Resources (SPR), mail reports to
the District SPR. Membership reporting is done online, please ensure all members of your organization
are counted.
* Please return this form by August 15, 2020, to:
Debbie Dietrich, 14301 Brandermill Woods Trail, Apt. A317, Midlothian, VA 23112
debbiedietrich6@gmail.com
540-845-6185
October 25, 2018
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