Luther B Bridgers writes “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, sweetest name I know, fills my every
longing, keeps me singing as I go”. This old hymn tells us “There’s within my heart a melody, Jesus whispers
sweet and low: Fear not, I am with thee, peace, be still, in all of life’s ebb and flow”. Easter people we move
forward during this time of the COVID- 19 virus, trusting in Jesus. Our daily patterns of life do ebb and flow
while Jesus says, Fear not, I am with thee, Peace, be still … Sing this hymn and experience the joy and peace
you feel knowing he is with you now and forever.
UMW and UMC Event CANCELLATIONS
To date the following events related to the Virginia UMW have been cancelled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
-Richmond District Prayer Breakfast -April
-SEJ Meeting in Mobile Alabama - April
-VA Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat - May
-General Conference of UMC- Minneapolis - May
-Ferrum Day – June
-VA UMC Annual Conference – Roanoke -June
- Mission Encounter - Smith Mountain Lake - July
POSTPONED UMC
`Virginia Annual UMC Conference postponed until September 18-19, 2020.
Location to be announced
STILL SCHEDULED TO DATE
-Young Women’s Event – Camp Overlook, Keezletown, VA, September 12, 2020
-VA UMC Annual Conference -new date September 18-19, 2020
Location to be announced
-Richmond District UMW Annual Meeting – Discovery UMC Sept 26, 2020
-VA Conference UMW Annual Meeting – 4-H Center at Smith Mountain Lake, Oct.24
- Richmond District UMW Advent Service – Powhatan UMC December 5
Kim Bobo, Executive Director of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy sent the UMW and their
congregations a request for:
“HELP Virginians dealing with COVID-19.
They need face masks- please start sewing”
Face masks are urgently needed. The original email from VICPP and an email from Joann Fabrics along
with pattern links were sent to your Unit Presidents recently. If you or someone-- you know can help with sewing
these facemasks, please contact me, Scotty Doyle 804-640-5355 cell phone and text. I will coordinate picking
up the masks and getting them to the distribution points.
Kim has many requests from hospitals and businesses, such as Kroger, asking for help providing cotton, cloth
facemasks for their employees who are essential workers. Please help with this need if you are able. Thank
you.
UMW Conference Treasurer, Linda Borrer, delivered the good news at our March 28, 2020 Executive
Teleconference that the VA Conference UMW was able to meet 91% of its 2019 Pledge to Mission, sending
in $586,250.48 to the National Office. VA Conference UMW also had Legacy Fund giving of $24,499.63 in
2019.
Arlington, Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, James River, Rappahannock River, Richmond, Roanoke,
Staunton and York River met their District Pledge to Mission Giving Goals in 2019.
During these” Stay at Home” months, while we wait for a scientific breakthrough and more freedom of
movement, look at your Living into our Purpose guidelines. There are so many things that are mentioned there
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to keep you moving forward: planning, reading, Bible studies, writing cards, sewing, making needed kits for
children, nursing homes and the homeless. Giving of yourself increases your feel-good endorphins. Whether
just more time for prayer and study or doing for others, find your “good place” and don’t forget to call friends,
family and neighbors to check on their wellbeing during this time. They may not need a meal or groceries but
just a listening ear.
Peace and Blessings,
Scotty Doyle
Richmond District UMW, president
804-640-5355 cell or text

As vice presidents, our focus is on planning programs “to enrich your spiritual life, to present ideas for hands-on
missions, and to empower you to work for social justice”, as we wrote in this year’s first issue of The WORD.
The world has turned upside down since then. We did have our Racial Justice Event highlighting the “schoolto-prison pipeline”, and Wenda Singer did a wonderful job coordinating the event with her team and the women
of Wesley Memorial, but we could never have guessed that would be the last time for a long time that we would
be able to be together.
With district and conference events being cancelled through July, and Annual Conference being moved to
September, the future is uncertain. Really, when you think about it, the future is always uncertain, but our faith
tells us that God knows, and we can trust God to see us through whatever happens. We hope you are all
taking care of yourselves and using all precautions to stay safe. We have come through the season of Lent,
when we gave up more than we planned in terms of being able to move about freely and physically join others
in worship during Holy Week and for the joyous celebration of Easter, but Easter did come!
As the future we did not plan unfolds before us, let us use this time to enrich our spiritual lives by spending
more time in devotional reading and prayer, participating in hands-on missions such as donating to food
pantries and sewing protective masks, and working for social justice by staying aware of the pandemic’s effect
on our most vulnerable neighbors. Strengthen the supportive fellowship within your units by staying in touch
with each other. Look forward to the day when we can all be together again. Keep the faith.
Sadly, we have had to postpone our “On the Road Again in Mission” bus trip to Red Bird, Henderson
Settlement, and Jubilee Project until another year. If possible, we would like to have a mission bus trip to the
Eastern Shore later in the fall. If you are interested in traveling to the Eastern Shore in the fall to engage
in mission, please let Ruth know. If anyone has any suggestions for any other mission bus trips, please
contact Ruth so she can begin to plan.
God bless you all and keep you safe.
Barbara Tuttle
btuttle48@verizon.net
804-271-2289

Ruth Wilkinson
cusmile2day@hotmail.com
804-218-0627
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This is the quarterly report for 2020 Mission Giving and Designated Gifts.
1st Quarter
Mission

$6,326.90

Designated
Gifts

$

2nd Quarter

3rd Quarter

4t h Quarter

Year-to-Date
6,326.90

60.50

60.50

OUR 2020 PLEDGE TO MISSION IS $48,000.00.
This is a reminder that the quarterly remittance forms are due to the district treasurer, Rosa Lewis, by the 10th
of the last month of each quarter. The due dates are by March 10th, by June 10th, by September 10th, and by
December 10th.
You can give to candle burning at any time during the year. Later during the year you will receive a deadline for
candle burning in September.
You can become a rainbow giver anytime during the year. If you want to receive your Rainbow Giver pin at the
district annual meeting in September, you might want to consider becoming a rainbow giver before August 31.
If you have any questions, please call me at 804-222-8480 or send me an e-mail at olddenny@verizon.net.
Rosa Lewis, District Treasurer, Peace and Love

I'm pleased to announce that as of this writing we have had a good response to the 2019 UMW Census, with 31
units successfully completing their reporting so far. I want to lift up these units:
Asbury-Church Hill, Asbury Memorial, Bethel (Oilville), Beulah, Bon Air, Calvary, Centenary,
Chamberlayne Heights, Christ, Discovery, Duncan Memorial, Fairmount, Forest Grove, Ginter Park,
Gum Spring, Highland Springs, Huguenot, Laurel Park, Lebanon, Mt. Pisgah, Powhatan, Providence
(Chesterfield), Providence (Quinton), Ramsey Memorial, Reveille, Richmond District, River Road, St.
Luke's, Skipwith, Trinity, Walmsley Blvd., and Wesley Memorial. All completed their submission between
December 2019 and April 17, 2020.
If you are not on this list, there is still time! The deadline has been extended due to the disruptions caused by
the corona virus. The census site now closes at the end of this month, April 30, 2020, so please make every
effort to enter your unit's information. If there is any way I can assist you with the process, please don't hesitate
to let me know. Several units have contacted me by phone we have been able to complete their submissions
as we spoke. Contact me via e-mail at kbdictor@gmail.com, or by telephone: 804-932-3247 (home) or (804)
389-2491 (cell). Make sure you are counted!
Kathy Dictor
Membership Nurture and Outreach
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Spiritual Life
Dear beautiful, precious sisters in Christ,
This is a letter from your friend and fellow follower of ChristJesus. Greetings, grace to you, and peace from god
our father and the lord Jesus Christ. I hope and pray you and your family are happy and healthy. May this
letter be a source of encouragement and expression of god’s love and mine!!!
Sisters, together as Christians, we face a rare set of circumstances today……..some, not so good and some,
pretty good. With social distancing, extra time on our hands, and yes, a very special opportunity to hold each
other up emotionally & spiritually, may we be on the lookout together to experience god’s amazing power and
love!!!!
Let’s continue to grow in Christ’s image….. Together! Let’s continue to face life’s challenges with this
COVID 19 pandemic….. Together! And remember the word of scripture that god put on my heart for the last
newsletter? It is so important again….the word, pursue!!!
PROVERBS 21:21
“WHOEVER PURSUES RIGHTEOUSNESS AND KINDNESS WILL FIND LIFE AND HONOR.”
I invite you to pursue these simple disciplines…..maybe once, once a week or once a day….your choice…. To
pray…. For others, regarding COVID 19:
C

PURSUE COURAGE AND CARING

O

PURSUE OPTIMISM AND OPENNESS

V

PURSUE VICTORY AND VITALITY

I

PURSUE IMPROVEMENT AND INVENTION

D

PURSUE DISCIPLESHIP AND DEVOTION

19

PURSUE DAVID’S WORDS FROM PSALM 19
“THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD,
THE SKIES PROCLAIM THE WORK OF HIS HANDS.
DAY AFTER DAY THEY POUR FORTH SPEECH;
NIGHT AFTER NIGHT THEY REVEAL KNOWLEDGE………....
LET THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH AND THE MEDITATION
OF MY HEART, BE ACCEPTABLE, IN YOUR SIGHT, O LORD,
MY ROCK AND MY REDEEMER.”

PURSUING GOD TOGETHER, SUE ANN LEWIS – SPIRITUAL GROWTH, 804.368.8478 (Leave a message
Please)
http://donotdepart.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Psalm-19.jpg
https://img.heartlight.org/overlazy/creations/2097.jpg
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Dear UMW Sisters,
United Methodist social action happens within society. It involves people, neighborhoods, nonprofits, big and
small business, governments, etc. around the world. For sure, the current coronavirus highlights that we are
part of a global family and that what happens to any part of the family affects the rest. I rejoice at the many
ways men, women, and children are extending helping hands, while I also grieve over accounts of greed and
selfishness.
I’m going to use this issue to highlight some actions of the 2020 General Assembly as they relate to the four
United Methodist Women Social Action Campaigns. Thanks to any of you who emailed your delegate or senator
or who participated in “United Methodist Day at the General Assembly.” Thanks to the Virginia Interfaith Center
for Public Policy that partners with the UMC Virginia Conference Legislative Committee and Virginia Conference
UMW to establish and promote specific legislation each year.
“Just Energy for All” UMW Social Action Campaign – Gov. Northam signed the bill to codify the
Environmental Justice Council into law. This Council is responsible for the fair treatment and involvement of
everyone in developing, implementing, and enforcing environmental laws, regulations, and policies. Without
being law, the Council could be abolished at any time. The General Assembly also passed legislation for
Virginia to be part of a multi-state Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.
“Interrupt the School-to-Prison Pipeline” UMW Social Action Campaign – The General Assembly
approved, and Gov. Northam signed, legislation that gives school officials a tool to manage certain disciplinary
infractions without mandatory reporting to law enforcement, which would push them into the “school-to-prison”
pipeline. It removes zero tolerance policies which do not consider a student’s age, disability status, or
extenuating circumstances. Serious crimes would continue to always be reported.
“A Living Wage for All” UMW Social Action Campaign – The General Assembly has approved, and Gov.
Northam has until April 11, 2020 to act on, legislation to increase the minimum wage in stages from 2021 –
2026. Unfortunately, farm workers would not be covered under this legislation. I join with the Virginia Interfaith
Center for Public Policy in encouraging you to request the governor to amend this legislation (SB7) to include
farm workers, who are vital to our health and well-being. Just Google “contact Gov. Ralph Northam” and you’ll
be led to a site to send a message.
Governor Northam has signed into law legislation authorizing the Commissioner of Labor and Industry to
investigate employee complaints of nonpayment of wages. In addition, as of the deadline for this issue of The
Word, the governor had not acted on legislation that would allow attorney to take wage theft claims to court. He
has until April 11 to sign this legislation into law or veto it.
“End Maternal Mortality” Social Action Campaign– In an earlier issue, I reported that, in June 2019, Gov.
Northam made the Virginia Maternal Mortality Review Team part of state law. This fulfilled the first goal of the
campaign. The other goal is to take action on findings. News reports indicate that this is happening!
The “Review Teams” campaign is part of the larger UMW Maternal and Child Health priority. In that regard, it is
disappointing that a “paid sick days” bill that passed the Virginia House of Delegates was killed in the Senate.
Paid sick days directly affects mothers and their children. Working moms need to have some sick days
available to care for sick children, as well as to not have to choose whether to go to work sick and possibly
affect coworkers and customers or lose out on wages they need to buy groceries.
The current coronavirus pandemic has made paid sick days a national issue. Federal legislation is providing a
limited, short-term response. When the pandemic is in the past, the stark need for paid sick days during an
emergency will, hopefully, translate into legislation that becomes law in Virginia during the 2021 General
Assembly session.
Respectfully submitted,
Wenda Singer, Mission Coordinator for Social Action
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Just a quick note to say I hope you are all staying safe and keeping busy. Here is a link to Item 3h on your
forms for ideas of thinks to work on https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability

And this is what you will see…..

Blessings,
Debbie Dietrich
540-845-6185
debbiedietrich6@gmail.com

Secretary for Program Resources
Kim Gatzek 516-5711 kgatzek@verizon.net

2020 UMW Book Reviews
•

Education for Mission

WHEN OTHERS SHUDDERED: Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up by Jamie Janosz
This book makes us travel back in time to the turn of last century. It features stories about 8 extraordinary
women that chose to lead less ordinary lives. Each woman’s story can inspire us to follow God’s calling in our
own lives. When this book is read it can show how an individual may make a difference. These featured women
were born from 1820-1955 and they show us how we can use our lives to please God and help others:
Fanny Crosby was one of the best known hymnists in history but she was blind. She also did much rescue
mission work. She did not let her being blind stand in her way of serving Jesus by her poetry and hymns.
Emeline Dryer responded to God’s call for Bible study and Christian service. Born in 1835, she was lucky
enough to get an education and believed God wanted her to help those in need of His love and the Bible was
the solution to society’s problems. She met evangelist D.L. Moody and helped in founding the Moody Bible
Institute.
Mary McLeod Bethune, a Civil Rights activist, founded the National Council for Negro Women. She started a
private school for African American students. She was known for her commitment to improve lives for African
Americans and was the “first lady of the struggle”.
Nettie McMormick was blessed with wealth and donated to over 40 schools and colleges. She was fortunate
enough to marry Cyrus McCormick, a wealthy businessman. Instead of keeping her fortune to herself, she was
generous in performing Christ’s work. There are many colleges and schools that she gave money to. She was
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very interested in schools in the South, China and Korea among many others. She knew her treasure was in
heaven.
Sarah Dunn Clarke was cofounder of the Pacific Garden Mission and began a visitation program among the
poor. She envisioned assisting Chicago’s poor. She and her husband founded a mission that became the
second rescue mission in the U.S. In 1880 the mission relocated and became known as the Pacific Garden
Mission.
Amanda Smith
Amanda was a former slave that had the advantage of learning to read and write. Opportunities opened up for
her as she began evangelizing and singing. Mrs. Smith’s preaching led her to commit herself entirely to
evangelism. She traveled over the next years evangelizing at holiness meetings in England, India, Liberia and
Sierra Leone. With generous gifts from others, she opened a home for African-American orphans and
maintained her preaching along with singing to support the home.
Virginia Asher was converted to evangelical Christianity at the age of eleven and shortly thereafter became
involved in her church’s Sunday School ministry. She became a gospel singer and evangelist and was
particularly interested in ministering to women. She spread the word of the Bible, founded a women’s business
council and even a hospital for lepers in Korea among many other things.
Evangeline Booth was a British 4th General of the Salvation Army from 1934 to 1939. She was the first
woman to hold the position. She moved to the United States and helped raise funds for the victims of the 1906
San Francisco earthquake and helped with casualties of World War I in France.
The Salvation Army’s work greatly prospered during Evangeline Booth’s leadership, with Salvation Army
activities being commenced in many different countries.
These extraordinary women found value in Christ alone, bravely faced opposition, served with faithfulness,
ignored social rules and experienced hardship. Read “When Others Shuddered” and you will be truly blessed
with the experiences these women encountered and believed in.
Check it out and see if you are inspired by these inspirational women.
•

Nurturing for Community:

JUST MERCY by Bryan Stevenson
2016 UMW book. A movie based on the book was released last fall and if you see or have seen the movie, it
counts as reading the book. So in viewing this movie, you can help your church’s participation in the UMW
reading program. DVD/Com gave it a 5 star review and here is what they said about it:
“This is a powerful and thought-provoking true story of racial bigotry in the deep South at a time (the 1980s)
when such things were presumed to be part of our history. Being a Southerner myself who grew up in the Jim
Crow South of the 50s and 60s, I know what overt racism looks like and having lived in Alabama during the
1990s, I believed that racism of this type was history...still remembered by both black and white, but no longer
practiced. Well, watch this movie folks and your thoughts about bigotry in the recent history (maybe even the
present) may change. Well written and directed; and combined with the superb acting, this is an awards caliber
film.”
The DVD can be ordered from Walmart.com, Amazon, Barnes and Noble and Target. It is scheduled to
be released by April.
•

Spiritual Growth

FINDING PEACE IN AN ANXIOUS WORLD Edited by Erin James-Brown
The following is what the UMW Mission Study website says about this terrific BONUS book:
“The 2020 Spiritual Growth Study by staff of the Urban Village Church, uses the book of Proverbs and “The
Serenity Prayer'' as a guide to help Christians find their way through anxiety, worry, and fear and move towards
God's peace that surpasses all understanding. Using “The Serenity Prayer'' as a scaffold, Finding Peace in an
Anxious World explores ways to discover peace through scriptural and spiritual disciplines so that we can be
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rooted in God and energized to live fully as disciples of Christ.
“The Serenity Prayer” shaped a 2015 four-part sermon series at the Urban Village Church in Chicago. It was
through that series that the church was able to address the tumultuous events of that summer and present a
framework for how to approach a God who desires peace for the hearts of God’s people in times of anxiety.
These sermons are the basis for this book.”
The four chapters, each written by a different Urban Village Church leader, focus on different aspects of the
prayer—serenity, acceptance, courage, and wisdom—and each concludes with a spiritual practice to help
further develop the featured characteristic in your life.
This $10.00 BONUS book can be obtained from the UMW Mission Study website:
www.umwmissionresources.org/
GLORY HAPPENING: Finding the Divine in Everyday Places by Kaitlin B. Curtice
•

Nurturing for Community

Glory Happening is a book of stories, prayers and related Bible verses in that the author reminds us to take a
closer look at everyday events. She even saw some positive things in a flood, playing Rummy, goats and
chickens, old houses and rocks!
The author wants us to find the beauty in circumstances that are encountered by us every day. Each short
chapter concludes with a poem that ties in with the previous chapter. “Jesus…you journey with us everywhere
and through everything.”
This book teaches us that once you experience glory in everyday things, good will find you, you will have words
to speak about it, a prayer to pray and a story to tell.
Enjoy the magic of everyday things.

Corrections/Updates to 2020 Yearbook
Please update your unit’s yearbooks with these corrections:

NEW Update– Pgs. 4 & 15 – Brenda NeSmith new address: 2300 Cedarfield Pkwy., Apt. 379, Richmond, VA 23233
Previously updates:
Pg. 3 - Sue Ann Lewis;

email: sueannhlewis@gmail.com phone#: 804-368-8478

Pg. 15 - Conference Treasury, Linda Borrer, phone#: 540-664-5912 cell
Pg. 15 - Conference Education & Interpretation, Brenda NeSmith, 2300 Cedarfield Parkway, Apt. 379,
Richmond, VA 23233
Pg. 19 - Highland Springs, President, Ruth French, 804-356-1811, 7719 Wilton Rd, Richmond, VA 23231
french2801@verizon.net
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We want to highlight things your unit/circles are doing to share with one another as well as helping to
coordinate our efforts and support each other. If you would like to include something in the next newsletter
please submit your article to me, Lloydette Diggs. Here are the criteria:
•
•
•

Include “What, How, Where, Why”
Resources you use (names, emails, websites, etc.)
No solicitation of upcoming fundraiser type events

Our heartfelt appreciation from the Richmond
of service as the “stamp man”.

District for Mike Davis and his many years

The Richmond District sent condolences to
Betsey Davis, who served many years as
Technology Coordinator for the UMW Virginia
Conference, following the death of her
husband, Rev. Michael Thomas Davis in
February. Mike was the “Stamp Man” for
the UMW VA Conference. He had a great
passion as a philatelist: collecting, sorting
and selling stamps worldwide. In midlife he
followed a call from God into the ministry.
He served churches in Dinwiddie County, Colonial Heights and Amelia Counties. At his passing, he was serving
as the founding pastor of Journey Missional Faith Community, a United Methodist Church. He will be missed by
many.
Remembrances and donations may be sent to
Journey Community Center,
P O Box 190,
Jetersville, VA 23083
We continue to collect stamps on our local, district and conference levels and Linda Borror, Conference
Treasurer, asked us to welcome Mr. Paul Thompson, Courthouse UMC of the Elizabeth River District, as a
volunteer to take over the program for us, so have your ladies continue saving the stamps and bring them to our
next event which will be the Annual Meeting in October. However, if any of you would happen to live near them,
you could possibly get them to Paul. He is the husband of Joyce Thompson, Treasurer of the Elizabeth River
District. Her email: paulthompson10@cox.net. It costs quite a bit of postage to mail them.
”The next page explains how the Stamp Program works.
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COLLECTING STAMPS FOR MISSION
United Methodist Women Stamps for Mission.
Saving postage stamps can benefit missions. Even common
used postage can have value in bulk. The stamps will be sold and
100% of the proceeds will be given to UMW Pledge to Mission.
Below are some tips if you, your church or your UMW unit would
like to collect stamps for Mission. You can add this information to
newsletters or bulletins.
1. All stamps from just a few to entire collections, canceled or uncanceled are useful; old ones are extra good.
2. Trim paper around used stamps attached to envelopes leaving a ¼ inch paper border around the stamp OR
you can turn in the whole envelope.
3. If you have postcards, turn in the whole card; don’t cut or tear the stamp off the card!!
4. Leave rows of stamps in tact.
5. For the best value, send trimmed cancelled stamps, envelopes or postcards with stamps, and any albums of
stamps by hand to a Conference UMW event whenever possible or you may want to take them to a district
event & give to a District Officer who may be willing to hand deliver them to a conference event.
Thank you for supporting mission through the stamp program!

Earth Day 2020
This April 22 marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day! While events initially planned in the pre-COVID19 era
must now be modified, our congregations can and hopefully will celebrate in various ways this month.
The first Earth Day was celebrated April 22, 1970. It is seen as the birth of the modern environmental
movement. Author Rachel Carson raised public awareness to the links between pollution and public health in
her book “Silent Spring”, published in 1962. Earth Day provided a voice for the emerging environmental
consciousness. It was founded by Gaylord Nelson, Senator from Wisconsin, after the massive oil spill of the
Santa Barbara coast in 1969. He sought to channel anti-war energy into public consciousness about pollution,
envisioning Earth Day as a “National Teach-In on the Environment”. Pete McCloskey, Republican
Congressman from California co-chaired the event, which was coordinated by Denis Hayes. On April 22, 20
million Americans (10% of the population) took to the streets and parks and auditoriums, to demonstrate for a
healthy, sustainable environment. Multiple different groups united around shared common values. Ultimately
Earth Day actions led to the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency, the Clean Air Act, the Clean
Water Act and the Endangered Species Act.
By 1990, Earth Day went global! As many as 200 million people in 141 countries mobilized to raise
environmental issues worldwide, paving the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.
By the year 2000, focus sharpened on Global Warming and 5000 environmental groups in 184 countries
reached out to hundreds of millions of people, calling for quick and decisive action on global warming and clean
energy.
Today Earth Day is recognized as the largest secular observance in the world. More than a billion people
worldwide work to change human behaviors and provoke policy changes. With growing awareness of our
climate crisis, people young and old are demanding greater action be taken to protect our planet and its
inhabitants, empowering through information and action together to make an impact and drive change.
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How can we as United Methodist congregations participate in Earth Day 2020?
Pray
Encourage your pastors and lay leaders to participate in Earth Day in the Pulpit over the weekend of 4/17 4/19, to speak on behalf of all God’s Creation. Go to earthday.org/campaign/faith-outreach/ for more information
and take the pledge. Sample sermons to give a Creation Care message can be found at
vaipl.org/resources/climate-prayers-sample-sermons/.
Join the National Climate Prayer on 4/22 at 12noon. Sign up at faithclimateactionweek.org/prayers-and-climateblessings/ to participate.
Educate
Download the faith Leaders tool kits from earthday.org/campaign/faith-outreach/ for tools and ideas faith leaders
can help protect our environment, through learning, refection and action. Lots of hands-on activities for all ages!
Use digital teach-ins to inform on issues, promote values, empower others to act. Find available resources at
earthday.org/take-action-now/.
Read our Social Principles. The draft revised version consolidates our statements on care of God’s Creation in
the section called Community of All Creation.
Make an Earth Day window sign to let your neighbors know how they can be involved, including #EARTHRISE,
#EarthDay2020 or earthday.org. Check out earthday.org/actions/make-an-earth-day-window-sign/ for more
ideas.
Host an online community climate discussion. See earthday.org/actions/host-a-community-climate-discussion/
for ideas. Virginia Interfaith Power and Light staff would be happy to help facilitate or give a presentation via
webinar about Virginia updates and issues. Email them at contactus@vaipl.org.
Participate in Virginia Interfaith Power and Light’s Earth Month Webinars, held every Friday in April. Register at
vaipl.org.
Join the Just Energy for All 101 3-part webinar series on April 23, May 7, and May 21 to learn what just energy
means, why United Methodist Women advocate for just energy for all centered on justice and equity, and how
you can get involved. Register at unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all.
Advocate
Join Earth Day Live 2020, for online activities from April 22-24, including teach-ins, musical performances and
more. Find information at earthdaylive2020.org.
Join EARTHRISE intergenerational movement for climate action on April 22. Sign up at
earthday.org/campaign/earth-day-earthrise/.
Pledge to Vote Earth, for environmental progress in our next elections. As voting citizens, we have the power to
make our voices heard, to protect our planet and defend our future. Go to earthday.org/actions/vote-earth-u-s/
for more information.
Act
Become a Green Initiative Church. In 2009, Virginia Annual Conference passed a resolution asking local
congregations to join the Green Church Initiative and support Virginia Interfaith Power and Light. Read the
resolution at vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/churchsociety/2009ResolutiononEnergyConservation. pdf.
Take part in the Great Global Cleanup worldwide campaign to remove trash, maintaining safe distancing. Or
join a cleanup this fall. See cleanup.earthday.org for more information.
Fight climate change with diet change. Limit your meat consumption. Try the Foodprints for the Future
calculator, to calculate and understand your food choices’ impact. Find it at earthday.org/foodprints-calculators/.
Be a part of Earth Challenge 2020 citizen science initiative, to monitor and mitigate threats to environmental and
human health. Join the effort at earthchallenge2020.earthday.org.
Make art! Through artwork you can express appreciation for the earth, engage people on environmental issues,
and inspire them to act. As well, the act of creating art relieves stress and promotes well-being. Join Earth Day
Network’s Artists for the Earth campaign at earthday.org/campaign/artists-for-the-earth/.
There is so much that we as people of faith can do to celebrate Earth Day 2020! This is just a sampling of the
many opportunities. Please join the effort!
For more information:
Earth Day Network (earthday.org)
Virginia Interfaith Power and Light (vaipl.org)
Faith Climate Action Week (faithclimateactionweek.org)
United Methodist Women Just Energy for All (unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all)
United Methodist Creation Justice Movement (umcreationjustice@gmail.org)
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