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I am Geraldine Sanderson your new 

president.  I am helping out for the 

coming year.  I have served on many 

district and conference positions.  I 

am so proud of being a part of 

Farmville District and excited about 

being your president again.  We are 

planning many wonderful things for 

the coming year. 

It may be winter outside, but you 

can use this season to grow in faith 

and strengthen United Methodist 

Women.  UMW sisters support mis-

sion in so many ways by praying, 

reading, studying, feeding the hun-

gry, working in shelters, being with 

friends who are suffering and cele-

brating life’s joys.  What an amazing 

group we are!!  I would ask you to 

pray about your financial support of 

our organization.  Every penny you 

give to mission helps alleviate 

suffering, educate women and chil-

dren, and expand God’s reign. 

I encourage each one of you to 

attend the PRAYER BREAKFAST on 

Saturday, March 7th at Sheldon’s 

Restaurant in Keysville.  We have an 

exciting morning planned for you. 

I am including a copy of a letter that 

our conference president send out 

from Harriett Jane Olson from New 

York. 

Please read this letter. 

 

Over the past several months, 

persons who have various 

leadership roles in our denomi-

nation and in some of the 

groups that have prepared 

their own separate plans for 

how the denomination should 

proceed in 2020 met with a 

mediator to see if it was possi-

ble to come together around a 

single plan. On Friday, Jan. 3, 

they announced that they had 

reached an agreement to 

move ahead through separa-

tion.  Their proposal would al-

low traditionalist United Meth-
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odists to form a new Methodist/Wesleyan 

body.  The protocol has provisions dealing with 

properties, pensions and sketches out some of 

the timing and process that would be required. 

I encourage you to read the United Methodist 

News Service article about it. At this stage, this 

agreement is a proposal. Actual legislation for 

the General Conference to consider will need to 

be drafted. It is a recommendation that has yet 

to be voted on or approved. 

 The current outline does not address United 

Methodist Women or the agencies of the 

church very much, except to say that, if the pro-

posal is adopted, they and we would remain 

part of the UMC rather than the traditionalist 

denomination that could be formed if this ap-

proach is adopted by the General Conference. 

As you may know, United Methodist Women 

has been following the development of all the 

plans and at times providing input or re-

sponse.  Along with you, we know that there is 

urgent work for United Methodist Women to 

take on—supporting women, children and 

youth and marginalized persons and advo-

cating for policies that are more just.  Our com-

mitment is to be a place where all the women 

who affirm the Purpose and want to work to-

gether in mission can belong. With this in view, 

the United Methodist Women Board of Direc-

tors has already made changes to our bylaws to 

ensure that women committed to this mission 

could continue to belong, regardless of whether 

they or their church or their Conference sepa-

rates from the UMC. 

 As United Methodist Church examines next 

steps, United Methodist Women will continue 

to be a place where the needs of women and 

children are front and center. As we do, we en-

courage each of you to be informed of what is 

being considered and to offer leadership in your 

congregation and in the District and Confer-

ence. Times of dramatic change can bring new 

possibilities. There are also times to remain vig-

ilant about our core commitments and our 

identity, both as a denomination and as an or-

ganization. 

 In this time of change, we encourage members 

to remain connected to each other, remain cen-

tered on the work we are called to do in the 

world and to remain watchful of information on 

next steps, confident that God is at work.          -

Harriett Jane Olson 

 

Happy New Year to you all.  

May God's love and blessings sur-

round you and your families 

throughout this year. I am working 

on the Fall Meeting and would like 

input from you all regarding the 

program. Please feel free to email 

me at thmpsnrbcc@yahoo.com 

with your concerns, suggestions, 

etc. I want this experience to be a blessing and I have 

been very fortunate in the past few years to have 

recruited wonderful speakers and musicians, as well 

as warm and welcoming churches. The food has 

been exceptional too. Rev. Denise Bates, our new 

District Superintendent, has graciously accepted my 

invitation to speak. So let me know your thoughts.  

Thanks so much!!  

Becky Thompson, Vice President 
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God's light shines through every dark 

crevice of our souls.  It illuminates the 

hidden places and exposes our wrong-

doings so we can receive forgiveness 

and be filled with truth.  Then we are 

able to walk in that light and enjoy sweet fellowship 

with our heavenly Father.  Just as we greet each 

morning's new light, set your pace with God in this 

new year and anticipate daily walking with Him in 

truth, in love... and in light. 

 

 

Happy New Year!  

Treasurers, looking to 2020, the 

first quarter remittance reports are due March 10th.  

Unfortunately, we were not able to meet our 2019 

Pledge obligation to the Conference...we were short 

by $1281.14.  As you prepare for 2020 at your unit 

meetings, prayerfully consider what your 2020 

pledge will be... and look to His light daily. 

 Hope to see you at the Prayer Breakfast and have a 

prosperous and wonderful 2020!! 

  ~Evelyn L. Hines, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

I had a cold the week before 

Thanksgiving, which progressed to bronchitis.  After 

Thanksgiving I was admitted to the hospital from 

Monday to Wednesday.  I thought of all I needed to 

be doing from working, decorating my home for 

Christmas, the Christmas Program at church, and so 

many other things.  Stressing over this was not good 

for my current situation so I 

took out my Bible and read 

some of the teachings Paul. 

I realized that while I had a 

time frame that I would get 

out, Paul did not have a date 

of when he would get out of prison or house arrest 

but he didn’t give up.  He continued to write letters 

of encouragement leaving words that 2000 years lat-

er are still leading people to Christ and teaching how 

to live for Christ.  After reading Paul’s writings, I de-

cided to do what I could which was pray to improve, 

be pleasant to the staff, and leave the church pro-

gram in the capable hands of my daughter.  

 I came home but did not get to decorate the 

outside of my house or do the baking that I usually 

enjoy doing but during my down time I focused on 

the real meaning of Christmas including reading the 

Christmas Story to my granddaughter and enjoying 

her 18 month old view of the tree and musical water 

globes.  Paul encouraged me to slow down and be 

peaceful with my situation.  “May the Lord himself, 

who is our source of peace, give you peace at all 

times and in every way.  The Lord be with you all.” 2 

Thes. 3:16 

  What a joy it is to 

be serving on the District 

Team again! I am a life 

member of Fields UMC 

which is between Boydton 

and Clarksville in a beautiful community.  I am an 

owner/agent at Central Insurance Agency Inc along 

with my mother and daughter.  The joy of my life is 

my happy little granddaughter, Lindie Lou. (I’m very 

guilty of sharing pictures of her) In the past I have 

served as Vice-President and MNO Chairman on the 

Farmville District.  I look forward to seeing everyone 
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on March 7th at Sheldon’s Restaurant in Keysville, VA 

for the Farmville District Prayer Breakfast.   

Love, peace and happiness, 

Sherry L Guerrant 

             

 

    Nominating Committee 

Happy New Year to All!   

Please in 2020 keep the cur-

rent District officers in your prayers Thank you to all 

these officers who have made a commitment to 

serve.                                                                                                  

There are many District UMW positions that need to 

be filled for 2021.  The Nominating Committee needs 

your assistance in filling these positions.  Please pray 

for us as we try to fill these positions with women 

who are willing to give their time and talents to serve 

the Lord.   

If you are willing to serve in a position or you know 

of someone who is willing to serve, please contact 

any member of the Committee.  We will furnish job 

descriptions.  Your fellow officers on the Leadership 

Team are always willing to help when needed.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The members of the Nominating Committee are:                                                                                                                                        

Betsy Hanmer, Chair:  434-736-9241 or  

bhanmer@verizon.net                                                                                                                                         

Ruby Lee Anderson: 434-949-7979 or  

rubyleea@aol.com                                                                                        

Faye Asal: 434-392-6213                                                                                                                                                                              

Betsey Davis: 804-307-0369 or 

betseydavis@me.com                                                                                                                                     

Linda Garrison: 434-636-3995 or  

lawgarrison@hotmail.com 

 

     

Hello Ladies, 

I’m back once again serving as a 

Farmville District Officer.  A few 

years back, I served first as your District Secretary, 

then I became the Communications Coordinator and 

published the Linkette and bugged you with my 

monthly informational emails.  Now I am Member-

ship, Nurturing and Outreach.  I have to admit that it 

is going to be a learning process for me and if you 

have any ideas as to what you would like to see me 

do, let me know at alijohns4@aol.com or call  434-

577-9596. 

I do know that right off the bat, I need to make sure 

the Farmville District completes a Membership Re-

port and Census for the National Office.  That entails 

having each unit enter their own membership num-

bers on the report and answer the questions listed 

on the Census.  If you are computer savvy and would 

just love to complete the form for your unit, please 

be my guest.  The computer link is:  

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019.  Just 

be sure to use the same membership numbers that 

you turned in to Marilyn Johnson before the end of 

December.  For those of you who find computers a 

necessary evil, I am going to be sending an email to 

each unit I have an email address for.  I will already 

have the census questions printed out and will ask 

you to answer them for me by email, snail mail or 

phone.  Then I will enter the information for you. 

With us all working together, we should be able to 

complete this report and make the National Office 

very happy without shedding 

too many tears. 

Very happy to be serving you 

again, 

Alice Johnson 
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If you would like to 

send Becky a card 

this is her address:  

Becky Thompson        

1529 Schultz Mill Rd.     

Meherrin, VA  23954 

 Marilyn Johnson 

Calendar of Events 2020 

  January  

   10      Linkette articles to Marilyn Johnson 

   25      Leadership Meeting at Sheldon’s in Keysville, VA 

   March 

   7        Prayer Breakfast 9:00am  Place TBA 

   April 

   10      Linkette articles to Marilyn Johnson 

   May 

   2         Mission Study Place and time TBA 

  15-17  Conference Spiritual Life Retreat at Smith Mountain 4-H Camp 

  June 

  6          Ferrum Day 

  18-20  VA Annual Conference, Roanoke 

  19        UMW Annual Breakfast at Conference, Roanoke 

  July 

  10        Linkette articles to Marilyn Johnson 

  24-26  Mission Encounter at Smith Mountain 4-H Center 

Happy New Year! 

Hope everyone had a Christ-

mas.  I did.  Let’s let 2020 be 

our best year to put faith, hope and love into ac-

tion.   

If any unit is interested in hosting this year’s Mis-

sion Study on Saturday, May 2, 2020, please send 

me an email to jlrrash@embarqmail.com or call me 

at          1-434-917-5831.  Our speaker is Lori Smith 

with All God’s Children’s Camp. 

Laura Jane Rash 

 

 

Communications 

It’s with a heavy heart that I have 

to announce the passing of Becky 

Thompson’s youngest daughter, Lindsey Maria 

Fowler.  There are no comforting words that can 

take the pain away when one losses a child or for 

that matter a loved one. We think that as parents 

we would be the ones to leave this 

world before our children. But life 

doesn’t always go the way we 

think it should.  Please keep Becky 

and her family in your prayers.           
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Jamieson United Methodist Women 

present 

Twanna Joyner Jones 

Founder and President 

The Help Center NC 

Who is My Neighbor? 
In a climate of anxiety and isolation, is our call to 
minister any different than when Christ command-
ed us to “Love your Neighbor as yourself?” Come 
explore this timely message with us. 

Saturday April 4, 2020 

         10:00 AM -12:00 Noon 

            Jamieson Memorial United Methodist Church 

                       219 Fifth St., Clarksville, VA  23927 

 Refreshments will be served. This program is free 

but please bring bring 2 cans of food for the Help 

Center NC. Please phone the church office at 434-374- 8050 if 

you have any questions.  
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Farmville District UMW Prayer Breakfast 
 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 

Registration – 8:15 AM 

Breakfast Buffet – 9:00 AM 

$15.00 for breakfast plus $3 for registration - $18.00 per person 

Sheldon’s Restaurant 

1450 Four Locust Hwy 

Keysville, VA 23947 

Registration deadline is February 25, 2020 

Offering will be taken for MISSION GIVING 

 
 

Please complete the following form and mail with payment to:  Carol Fields, 114 Lakasie 
Drive, Farmville, VA 23901, 434-223-7590 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Church/Charge ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name and Phone Number of Contact Person ____________________________________________________ 
 
Attendees: 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
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