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2019 Census
As reported in the November 2019 issue of The Link, reporting the 2019 census to the national United Methodist
Marlene Dakita
Women is so much simpler and less time consuming than
the previous two years. The district presidents and Membership Nurture & Outreach (MN&O) coordinators have all the information for their individual units to
submit their data online. Questions from units or district members should go to
the district presidents and MN&Os, who, in turn, may send questions to me. As
a summary:
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UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN
shall be a community of
women whose
PURPOSE is to know GOD
and
to experience
FREEDOM as whole persons through
JESUS CHRIST;
to develop a creative,
supportive
FELLOWSHIP;
and to expand
CONCEPTS OF
MISSION
through participation
in the global
ministries of the church.
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District presidents and MN&O coordinators are encouraging units to submit
their data online by February 25 at https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/
SPageNavigator/Census_2019.html
Between February 28 and March 5, the national office will send a preliminary report to the conference MN&Os, showing which units have been reported. I will then send this to the district presidents and MN&Os so they can
assist their units to get their units finished up before March 30.
March 30 is the deadline for reporting units' information online. If units have
not done this themselves, the district leaders will need to do it for them.
After the close of the census, a second preliminary report will be available
for each district to review for any corrections - NOT full reports by units but
for changes.

I strongly encourage district executive committees and units to watch the video
at the same link as the census. In it, several of the staff at the national office
give a very good overview of what they learned from the 2017 and 2018 census
and what to expect as we move forward into 2020 on what we need and want
for local units of UMW,

The detailed instructions for the census and the embedded video are at the link
above as well as at www.vaumw.com/conference/membership.
Young Women's Event
A "Save-the-date" flyer is included. More information as it becomes available
will be found at https://www.vaumw.com/events/young-women-s-retreat/.

Secretary

Treasurer

Dottie Thompson

Linda Borror

As I begin this new year, I want to thank the District
Treasurers for the excellent job they did this past
year and in previous years. The Lynchburg District
has a new treasurer, Kim Beuerle--Welcome!! Iva
Scott of the Lynchburg District retired after her years
of serving as District Treasurer in an exemplary
manner. Thank You, Iva.

Mission Giving money sent to the United Methodist
Women, Inc, for 2019 was $586,250.48, meeting
91% of our VA Conference Pledge as compared to
84% last year. Nine districts met or exceeded their
pledge to mission giving for 2019, one more than
last year. They were: Arlington, Charlottesville,
Harrisonburg, James River, Rappahannock River,
Richmond, Roanoke, Staunton and York River.
Many thanks. Your pledge is your first priority and
after that is met, monies can be used to support National organizations such as Wesley Community
Service Center in Portsmouth, VA, Red Bird Mission
and Henderson Settlement to name a few. Your Virginia Conference supports Virginia Projects each
year with $30,000 and $10,000 to Ferrum College.
Of course, we all want to support our local charities
in some way, either with funds or volunteering, but
again remember that at least 60% of your budget is
directed to Mission Giving.

Almost Spring greetings!
I'm reminded in a daily devotional in Psalm 145 of
passing on the praises of God from one generation
to the next. One of our greatest gifts of the Christian faith is to know we belong to a story that began
long before us and will continue long after we are
gone. What an awesome gift we, as United Methodist Women, carry on to have faith that sustains
our eternal wave of praise!
The 2019 Annual Report has gone to the printer and
will soon be on its way to you in March! I've learned
so much about detail in completing this Annual Report - the importance of how one letter, or one number can totally send to cyber space or the wrong
address! GOD Bless us in all our daily details of
LIFE and give HIM praises.
Blessings,
Dottie Thompson

Please remember to have someone review your financial records for 2019 and send a copy to me for
file.
Scholarship information and the application are
available in this newsletter for the Jean Frances
Craig/Agnes C. Burr Mission Fund and the Lucy
Clyde Blanton fund. The deadline date for submitting these applications is March 1, 2020 to the Conference Treasurer (Linda Borror, 849 Grim Road,
Stephens City, VA 22655 or by email linda.borror1@gmail.com).
Blessings for a great year!
Linda Borror
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Spiritual
Growth
Melissa White

By the time you read this, we will be into the second
month of 2020 - hard to believe! On New Year’s
Day I had what I realize is an AHO moment. Let me
explain. In a Disciplines devotional I learned about a
very spiritual woman, a member of the Crow Nation,
who “touches hands with God” by noticing and responding vocally exclaiming AHO, a word to express
thanks and joy in the Crow language, when she experiences a “delighted, grateful, you-are-here” moment with God. Early on New Year’s Day, I suddenly noticed what I thought was the wind I was hearing,
was actually thousands of blackbirds gracefully
swooping among the bare trees and then settling
down in my back yard to peacefully forage for food.
I stood mesmerized at their movements in harmony
with one another. (Not one took notice of the lone
squirrel who ventured among them to join the feast.)
And then, as one, the birds took flight as gracefully
and silently as they had come. It was a beautiful,
peaceful scene that transfixed me for 20 minutes or
more. Be still and know that I am God. I think there
was a message there for me. AHO!
I am quite sure we will experience AHO moments at
our 2020 Spiritual Life Retreat, May 15 – 17, 2020
at the 4-H Skelton Conference Center at Smith
Mountain Lake! You will find the registration form
included in this newsletter. Note that the tentative
schedule of the retreat is listed on the form. If you
have not attended our recent Mission Encounters at
this venue, please check out its website at https://
skelton4hcenter.org. Our overnight accommodations are at the Reid Jones Jr. Lodge; most of the
activity will be at the Smith Central Activities Building. The parking lot between the 2 buildings is
somewhat steep, but you will find that the location is
not as prohibitive as we found Eagle Eyrie for those
with mobility issues. A golf cart could be made
available – let me know if YOU are someone who
would be willing to be our driver when needed!
(Requirement for driver: a valid driver license and
sign a Golf Cart Waiver.)

I am excited that we will have the Rev. Ileana Rosario, the pastor of Lower United Methodist Church
on the York River District as our speaker. The call
that has defined Ileana’s life is “to praise God, reach
to others in love, and serve the world in Jesus’
name”. You will not want to miss this opportunity to
be a part this experience, our 2020 Retreat: “PEACE
BE WITH YOU”! The topics she will be sharing are
especially relevant at such a time as this: Receiving
Peace in our Hearts, Sharing Peace within our
Church, Upholding Peace Despite Division, and
Spreading Peace throughout the World!
As is our tradition, we will have on Saturday afternoon about an hour for Focus Groups. Each person
may choose one to attend during that time. If you
have a suggestion for a creative or reflective focus
group YOU would like to lead, please let me know!
(Email me at mel49white@yahoo.com; or by phone
at 757-898-1861).
Blessings and love to all,
Melissa White
Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator
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Mission Education
& Interpretation

Nominations
Karen Bragg

Brenda NeSmith

MISSION GIVING

“You Can’t Beat God’s Giving, No Matter How You
Try.” This is the refrain of a gospel song that I love
to sing when worshipping at Asbury UMC located in
Church Hill, Richmond. During the offering time, we
sing this song with exuberant voices, proclaiming
God’s grace and extravagant generosity, as we
bring forth our offerings to the front of the church to
place them in the offering plates. God is so good to
us! We are compelled to respond with praise and
deep gratitude.
UMW members, individually and collectively, express gratitude to God through Mission Giving,
which is the lifeblood of our organization and the
foundation of our mission work. Our financial gifts
support mission and advocacy, improving the lives
of women, children and youth in the U.S. and around
the world.
I mention here three places of mission and I invite
you to the pages of response to “meet” the persons
related to these programs:
1) Philippines – “Rise Up” – an ecumenical organization supporting victims affected by the government’s “war on drugs” killings (Nov/Dec 2019)
2) United Kingdom – East Belfast Mission – ministry with a divided and marginalized community
(Jan/Feb 2020)
3) Southwest China – Amity Foundation University
for Girls – UMW scholarships provided for students with financial needs (Sept/Oct 2019)
Virginia Conference sisters, we are doing our part in
making a difference! According to our Conference
UMW Treasurer, Linda Borror, Virginia Conference
United Methodist Women contributed $586,250.48 in
Mission Giving in 2019 which was 91% towards
meeting our pledge. Wonderful, let’s keep up the
good work! The very life of our mission programs
depends upon us, especially at this time of uncertainty in our United Methodist Church family.
You and I “can’t beat God’s giving,” and that’s okay.
What’s more important is that we give because we
love God. To God be the glory!
In Mission Together,
Brenda NeSmith
Mission Coordinator, Education and Interpretation

It takes a Village to raise a Child and
It takes a Conference to compose A Mission
Team
Hello VA UMW Conference Ladies,
As of the October Annual Meeting I am the VAUMW
Committee on Nominations Chair and my hardworking team is composed of Phyllis Foltz, Betsy Hanmer, Anita Nelson, Sarah Park, Caroline Patterson,
Jeanette Walker, and Nancy West. I hope that you
will help us with finding the best ladies for the VA
UMW Conference Mission Team. I am confident
that you know good hard-working ladies who have
devoted 8 years to your district and now are eligible
to be part of the Conference Team. Please take
time to reflect on these ladies and ask them if nominated if they would be willing to serve, then contact
me.
Please remember to forward the LINK to the members of your unit so that all will have information
about the UMW activities during the year. Should
you have questions, the CON members are ready to
help you. Their email and phone information are
listed on the VAUMW.com website and will be found
in the upcoming handbook.
Your servant in Christ,
Karen Bragg
Committee on Nominations Chair
434-548-3574
Braggk17@gmail.com
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Social
Action
Karen McElfish

United Methodist Day at the General Assembly was a success! In fact, I heard from several attendees they
felt it was the “best one ever”! Many thanks to all the people who helped with planning the day and all who
attended. It would not be a success without you.
For some of us, the event started Wednesday with an orientation for guides led by Joe Brancoli, member
of the Conference Legislative Network Committee, followed by recommendations on meeting with legislators led by Kim Bobo, Executive Director of the Virginia Interfaith Center on Public Policy. Many of our
guides have served many years, but we had several new guides this year. For those who have attended
United Methodist Day in the last several years know that the guides help facilitate getting to the various
legislators, as well as encouraging discussion with them, providing talking points as needed.
The Pace Center on the campus of Virginia Commonwealth University hosted this year’s event. The guides
enjoyed a dinner of West African food, catered by several VCU students who are starting their own catering
business. We were joined in the evening by early arriving attendees for a discussion by Kim Bobo of various
bills working their way through the General Assembly and how we might help support those bills. These included Paid Sick Days, Driver’s Licenses for all Virginians and Comprehensive Predatory Lending Reform.
The morning of Thursday January 30 started early with almost 100 attendees arriving at the Pace Center for
breakfast and a brief review of the bills we hoped to address with our legislators. Appointments had been
made with every Senator who had a constituent in attendance. Additionally, attendees had been
encouraged to make appointments with their Delegate and most were able to see at least the legislative aide
even without an appointment. We had position papers on all three issues provided by Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, whose positions are compatible with our 4 UMW social action priority areas. Armed with
these, we had lively and informative discussions with our legislators. Our day concluded with lunch at the
Pace Center, followed by an interactive session on the Biblical basis for Justice Advocacy, led by Carol Barton, Executive for Community Action for the National Office of United Methodist Women. Why does it matter
that people of faith engage in social action? To that end, she reminded us of the Greatest Commandment, to
love God and to love our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39), and Jesus’ proclamation that he was
sent to bring Good News to the poor, liberty to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, release of the oppressed (Luke 4:18). Together we explored what the Kin(g)dom of God would look like were we to live into
that.
What do we do next? Begin with bible study and our shared beliefs as United Methodist, including the
teachings of John Wesley and the Social Principles. Talk about our Christian calling to serve others. Gently
invite others to join us in the work. Maintain spiritual practices that provide us selfcare and rest for our work.
Recognize people will have diverse concerns and issues. Address the importance of both service and advocacy. In service we can help individuals, in advocacy we can help communities. We need to work together
for policy change. Find allies. And be proud of doing the work for the sake of the Gospel.
My hope is that those of you who were not able to attend would join us next year for another great United
Methodist Day at the General Assembly.
Karen

Richmond United Methodist group at UMDay at
the General Assembly. 1 30 2020
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President
Mary Jane Rawley

I hope your 2020 year has gotten off to a great start!
Your Conference UMW Mission Team met January
11th at the Conference office to plan, make decisions, and we are excited about the events and
speakers planned for 2020. Our three main events
– Spiritual Life Retreat, Mission Encounter, and Annual Meeting are going to be held at Smith Mountain
Lake 4H Center. Ever since Blackstone Conference
Center closed, we have heard the phrase “why can’t
we go back to Blackstone”. I think many of our ladies went through a type of mourning when the Center closed. It was familiar and a lot of UMW members had very fond memories of events and friendships made there over the years. We are attempting
to find a common place for our major events so
again we can become familiar with the area and
know what to expect when we get there. I hope you
will attend our events in 2020 and see for yourself
what a special place the 4H Center can become.
Even though everything is not under one roof, the
little walking outside is in the beautiful and scenic
outdoors our Lord created. Golf carts are always
available for our uses so do not let mobility issues
keep you at home.
I have heard reports from our District Presidents of
units making the decision to become inactive in their
districts. Unfortunately, the reality is at times there
seems to be no other decision for a unit but to become inactive. There are ways to structure our units
with leadership so they can move forward with the
work of UMW. I would be happy to talk with any unit
about this. Let us all be in prayer for our church in
general and United Methodist Women in the months
ahead.
Blessings,
Mary Jane Rawley, President
540-820-8692
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Dear UMW members and friends,
You have likely read recent media reports pointing to a split in the United Methodist Church. Many outlets
grossly overstated what has happened, and I am writing to clarify.
Over the past several months, persons who have various leadership roles in our denomination and in some
of the groups that have prepared their own separate plans for how the denomination should proceed in 2020
met with a mediator to see if it was possible to come together around a single plan. On Friday, Jan. 3, they
announced that they had reached an agreement to move ahead through separation. Their proposal would
allow traditionalist United Methodists to form a new Methodist/Wesleyan body. The protocol has provisions
dealing with properties, pensions and sketches out some of the timing and process that would be required. I
encourage you to read the United Methodist News Service article about it. At this stage, this agreement is a
proposal. Actual legislation for the General Conference to consider will need to be drafted. It is a recommendation that has yet to be voted on or approved.
The current outline does not address United Methodist Women or the agencies of the church very much, except to say that, if the proposal is adopted, they and we would remain part of the UMC rather than the traditionalist denomination that could be formed if this approach is adopted by the General Conference. As you
may know, United Methodist Women has been following the development of all the plans and at times
providing input or response. Along with you, we know that there is urgent work for United Methodist Women
to take on—supporting women, children and youth and marginalized persons and advocating for policies that
are more just. Our commitment is to be a place where all the women who affirm the Purpose and want to
work together in mission can belong. With this in view, the United Methodist Women Board of Directors has
already made changes to our bylaws to ensure that women committed to this mission could continue to belong, regardless of whether they or their church or their Conference separates from the UMC.
As United Methodist Church examines next steps, United Methodist Women will continue to be a place
where the needs of women and children are front and center. As we do, we encourage each of you to be informed of what is being considered and to offer leadership in your congregation and in the District and Conference. Times of dramatic change can bring new possibilities. They are also times to remain vigilant about
our core commitments and our identity, both as a denomination and as an organization.
In this time of change, we encourage members to remain connected to each other, remain centered on the
work we are called to do in the world and to remain watchful of information on next steps, confident that God
is at work.

In Love,
Harriett Jane Olson
General Secretary and CEO
United Methodist Women
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United Methodist Women brings four new petitions to General Conference 2020 that call on the church to
prioritize women, children and youth.
Excerpted from an article in response by Tara Barnes
In 2019, United Methodist Women celebrated its 150th anniversary. If the past 150 years have taught us anything, it’s that women organized for mission are essential for the church to be the church God calls it to be.
God is still looking for women committed to improving lives of women, children, youth and neighbors finding
hard times and being pushed aside. As United Methodist delegates from around the world prepare to meet
this May at General Conference, God is calling women to organize for mission for such a time as this.
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church requires every local church, district, conference and
jurisdiction to have an organization of United Methodist Women. It also requires a national organization to,
among other duties, interpret United Methodist Women’s role in fulfilling the church’s mission; recommend
programs and policies; develop mission theology; provide resources; secure funds; support regional missionaries, national mission institutions and deaconesses and home missioners; and express the concerns of
women organized for mission (¶1903). One way in which United Methodist Women fulfills its Purpose is by
bringing petitions to the General Conference that prioritize women, children and youth.
In 2020 United Methodist Women will be bringing four new pieces of legislation to be included in the church’s
Book of Resolutions, on observing Children’s Sabbath, protecting the girl child, protecting voting rights, and
the status of women and realizing full human rights. The current titles of the legislation are “Children’s Sabbath,” “The Girl Child,” “The Status of Women,” and “Voting Rights Protections in the United States.” You can
read the complete text at unitedmethodistwomen.org/gc2020.
All delegates and legislation at General Conference are first assigned to committees before coming before
the full conference. At the 2020 General Conference, 862 delegates will be assigned to 14 committees, with
likely more than 1,000 petitions divided among the committees. Petitions that pass in committee come to the
full body for a vote. As the May conference gets underway, United Methodist Women will keep members updated on the status of its legislation on its website and social media, and you’ll be able to track legislation at
umcgc.org.
What can you do?
• Tell your story: Why are you a United Methodist Woman?
• Pray: Pray for the denomination and General Conference organizers and delegates.
• Celebrate: Be sure to celebrate and support United Methodist Women members who have stepped up to
leadership in the church.
• Learn: Learn more about what The United Methodist Church believes, about General Conference and
about the plans and petitions delegates will be voting on.
• Reach out: Let your conference’s delegates to General Conference know that you’re a United Methodist
Women member and are praying for them. Ask how you can support them.
• Promote: Talk about United Methodist Women’s legislation to change lives of the marginalized. Talk
about our Christ-centered mission to protect the vulnerable. Tell the church to listen to women.
• Give: To United Methodist Women.
• Love: Love God. Love one another. Love the church. Be open to nudges from the Holy Spirit and to the
voices you may not always hear. Let love be the lens through which you view all of God’s children.
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Save the Date
Let’s continue our United Methodist Women legacy of mission and service
on Day of Giving, March 23, 2020!
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150

WAYS TO GIVE
• Online unitedmethodistwomen.org/150
• Phone 800-278-7771
Answered 8 am - 6 pm EST, Monday - Friday
• Text 41444 and enter “Legacy150” in the message
• Check
Make check payable to United Methodist Women
Mailing Address
Attn: Development, Legacy Fund
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor
New York, NY 10115
Write “Day of Giving” in the memo
On Day of Giving—March 23, 2020— Let us honor our foremothers by giving to the Legacy Fund
to ensure United Methodist Women can continue serving women, children and youth around the
world for the next 150 years. Generous donors have already committed to matching a portion of our
gifts received on Day of Giving.
Together, we are building our legacy!
Read more about our work here.
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Save the Date

Young Women’s Event

Sponsored by Virginia Conference United Methodist Women

September 11-12, 2020

For 18- to 40-year olds - members & non-members with a topic especially for you!

Leader: Rev. Ashley Isernhagen
Blessings Lodge at Camp Overlook
Keezletown, VA
More information to come at https://www.vaumw.com/events/young-women-s-retreat/
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 2020 Calendar
March 28

Mission Team and Executive Committee Meeting, UM Center

April 17-19

SEJ Quadrennial Assembly, Mobile

May 15-17

Spiritual Life Retreat, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center

June 5-6

UMW Day at Ferrum College

June 19

UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference, Roanoke

July 24-26

Mission Encounter, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center

September 11-12

Young Women’s Retreat, Camp Overlook

October 3

UMW Budget Meeting, UM Center

October 23

Mission Team & Exec. Committee Meeting, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center

October 24

UMW 48th Annual Meeting, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center
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CONTACT INFORMATION

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE MISSION TEAM 2020

President
Mary Jane Rawley
(540)820-8692
dwrawley@msn.com

Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Melissa White
(757)898-1861
mel49white@yahoo.com

Vice President
Nancy Walsh
(540)662-5055
walshpn@visuallink.com

Secretary of Program Resources
Jeanette Yoh
(757)871-1459
Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com

Secretary
Dottie Thompson
(757)675-8958
datgirl1019@gmail.com

Communications Coordinator
Frances Ellis
(703)476-1127
fwellis@aol.com or umwlink@gmail.com

Treasurer
Linda Borror
(540)868-1497
Linda.borror1@gmail.com

Chair Nominations
Karen Bragg
(434)369-4666
BraggK17@gmail.com

Education and Interpretation Coordinator
Brenda NeSmith
(804)323-9134
BrendaNesmith1@gmail.com

Korean Language Coordinator

Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator
Marlene Dakita
(703)244-4524
mdakita@comcast.net

Hispanic Language Coordinator

Social Action Coordinator
Karen McElfish
(703)522-6837
James.McElfish@verizon.net
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