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PURPOSE  
 

 

UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN 

shall be a community of 

women whose  

PURPOSE is to know 

GOD and  

to experience  

FREEDOM as whole 

persons through  

JESUS CHRIST;  

to develop a creative, 

supportive  

FELLOWSHIP;  

and to expand 

CONCEPTS OF  

MISSION  

through participation  

in the global  

ministries of the church. 

The Mission Tapestry is a 

publication of the 

Arlington District United 

Methodist Women.  Its goal 

is to keep units at the local/

congregation level 

informed about 

opportunities for living out 

our PURPOSE.  It is 

published quarterly—

January, April, July, and 

October. 
 

Articles for publication are 

welcome and should be 

directed to 

ArlingtonDistrictUMW 

@gmail.com by the 1st of 

the publication month. 

 

Check out our website at  

www.ArlingtonDistrict

UMW.org 

January 2020 

Happy New Year Everyone, 
 

As we begin the New Year it is a 

time of reflection, renewal, a new 

start, a clean slate, with many 

hopes and expectations.  I like to 

think of the New Year like a pre-

sent we unwrap every day.  The 

Prayer Calendar for the first 

week of the year has a Mission 

Witness statement from Emily 

Everett, a Global Missionary from 

Houston serving in Brazil.  It is 

as follows: 

 “At the start of a new year, 

most of us would like to see the 

whole journey that lies ahead, 

and yet God oftentimes lights on-

ly enough of the way for us to see 

the very next step.  We can move 

into the darkness trusting that 

God will continue to light the way 

and feeling God’s presence beside 

us as we walk in faith.” 
 

This really spoke to me because it 

is so true.  As United Methodist 

Women we often step out into the 

darkness, in faith, knowing that 

God is always with us. 
 

I would like to remind you of up-

coming District events.  Training 

Day is Saturday, January 25th, at 

Pender UMC, from 9:00 to noon.  

We have program books and Dis-

trict Handbooks for each unit, so 

please pick them up when you 

come.  If your President can’t at-

District President’s Message 
tend, please designate someone to 

pick them up. 
 

Prayer Breakfast, March 21, 9:00 to 

noon, at Andrew Chapel.  There is a 

flyer in this Tapestry.  Please print 

it and post it or give it to your 

members.  
 

It’s Census time again.  You can go 

to unitedmethodistwomen.org and 

click on Census.  There is an expla-

nation and video.  Presidents are 

asked to fill out the census.  United 

Methodist Women will never share 

contact information outside the or-

ganization without permission. 
 

We all know the challenges our 

church is facing.  Following Gen-

eral Conference 2019, members of 

United Methodist Women began to 

inquire about what would happen if 

a member, local church, conference 

or jurisdiction chose to disaffiliate 

with The United Methodist Church.  

In this Tapestry is a page of the 

proposed changes to the United 

Methodist Women Bylaws.  I hope 

it answers any questions you or 

your members may have. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at 

Training Day and our other District 

events.  Thank you. 
 

Doris Douglass 

President 

Arlington District UMW 
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Secretary                                                       Janet Keener 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2020 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

 

Merry Christmas!!! 

and 

Happy New Year!!! 
 

Hope everyone had a joyous time celebrating the Birthday of Jesus with family and friends. 

Meanwhile, I wonder what happened to 2019. Reflection brings memories of the 150 Birth-

day Bash of United Methodist Women and good times shared with y’all at Arlington Dis-

trict UMW events. That reminds me of what we might include in our New Year’s resolu-

tions for 2020: 

 

 Emphasize each focus of our UMW Purpose whenever possible. 

 Determine ways to interest ladies of all ages to want to be a part of United Methodist 

Women. 

 Continue to be positive examples by regularly doing mission activities. 

 Read books from the UMW Reading Program with the goal of completing Plan I or 

Plan II. 

 Attend some Arlington District UMW and Virginia Conference UMW events. 

 

The first Arlington District UMW event in 2020 is Training Day on Saturday, January 25, 

2020 at Pender UMC. It is open to everyone -- not just officers. We all need to stay up to 

date on how to show 
 

Faith •Hope •Love in Action 

 
 

In Christian Love, 

Janet 

janet_keener@cox.net 
 

mailto:janet_keener@cox.net
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January 2020 

 

Happy New Year! I hope you are excited about the coming year, and the opportunities it will 

bring!  

 

As I write this, I‘m busy preparing the workbooks for Arlington District Training Day on 

January 25, 2020 at Pender UMC, 12401 Alder Woods Dr, Fairfax, VA 22033. Unfortunate-

ly, I won’t be there this year, but Frances Ellis will be leading the Treasurer Workshop for 

me, since she was District Treasurer for so long. She will have the workbooks for each unit, 

which will include general instructions as well as copies of all the forms you’ll need for the 

coming year. If you can’t make it to the Training Day (and I hope you can), please make ar-

rangements to pick up your Treasurer workbook. 

 

Our total pledge to mission giving in 2019 for the Arlington District was $23,058. That is 

$3,000 more than last year! Thank you for supporting all our mission projects. 

 

It's not too early to think about becoming a Rainbow Giver. All units with a Rainbow Giver 

are automatically 5-Star Units and will be recognized at our District Annual Meeting. The 

form is available in this newsletter and on our website, http://

www.arlingtondistrictumw.org/forms.html 

 

Also, remember to save your cancelled stamps. Over the past three years our conference has 

collected $1800.00 for Mission Giving just from collected stamps. Information about the 

Stamps for Mission project is included in this newsletter. 

 

Please remember that if you have any questions, feel free to ask. I’m here to help you any 

way I can. 

 

May God bless you all in the coming year. 

 

Beth Meserve 

507 N. Brighton Ct. 

Sterling, VA 20164 

beth.meserve@gmail.com 

703-404-0542 

Treasurer Beth Meserve 

http://www.arlingtondistrictumw.org/forms.html
http://www.arlingtondistrictumw.org/forms.html
mailto:beth.meserve@gmail.com
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STAMPS FOR MISSION 
Arlington District 
 

Some of you may not know that we 

collect postage stamps. The Virgin-

ia Conference United Methodist 

Women collects stamps and sells 

them to raise money for Mission 

Giving. We have been doing this for 

over 32 years. Those familiar with 

the program will notice a few 

changes to how we have done it in 

the past. 

 

1. All stamps cancelled or uncancelled, except bulk mail, are accepted. 

2. Foreign stamps and old stamps are great, and sometimes more valuable. 

3. You can turn in the whole envelope or cut stamps off leaving at least ¼-inch 

border around the stamp. You do not need to trim to ¼ inch 

4. If you have postcards, turn in the whole card; do not cut or tear stamp off 

card 

5. Leave rows of stamps intact. 

 

You can bring them to any District UMW event and give them to Dana Connor, 

our Education and Interpretation Mission Coordinator. If you don’t see Dana, 

any of the District Officers can take them for you. 

 

Try getting your whole congregation involved. Advertise in your church news-

letters and bulletins. Put a collection box of basket in a place well-traveled so it 

is easy to find. 

 

Continue to save stamps and give it a try if you haven’t done it before. 

Treasurer Beth Meserve 
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Treasurer Beth Meserve 
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Social Action Cheryl Moore 

 

As the incoming Social Action Coordinator for the Arlington District UMW, I wanted to take 

this opportunity to introduce myself. My husband and I joined Mount Olivet UMC more than 

30 years ago, when we were looking for a church to be married in. We’ve been walking down 

the aisle to sit in our “regular” pew almost every Sunday since then. I joined the Boyd-Abel 

UMW Fellowship when I was pregnant with my son, who is now 27 years old. At first, it was 

a good way to get an evening out, away from my kids, with a nice group of women. While I 

still appreciate getting together with like-minded women, another thing that keeps me in-

volved is UMW’s focus on mission and social justice. Over the years, I have come to realize 

that, while it’s important to serve others through charitable acts, we are also called to 

change systems so that lives can be transformed for the long-term.  

I’ve pursued my call to social action by serving on the Board of Just Neighbors, a nonprofit 

that provides immigration legal services to very low-income immigrants in Virginia. I’m also 

on the Board of the Mount Olivet Foundation, which gives out grants and loans to needy stu-

dents and nonprofit organizations in our community.  

While Board service is one way to support those whose voices are often ignored or dismissed, 

I also feel that direct advocacy is a critical component of social action. I’ve called (and 

emailed) my Member of Congress, Senator, Governor, and state representatives and asked 

them to support legislation and policies that will benefit my low-income and immigrant 

neighbors. I’ve also encouraged them to use the power of elected office to stand against poli-

cies and laws that penalize the most vulnerable among us. It was uncomfortable for me at 

first to pick up the phone and make these calls, but the more I did it, the easier it became. 

After all, these are my elected officials, and they need to hear what I have to say about im-

portant issues.  

This January 30, I’m looking forward to participating in “United Methodist Day at the Gen-

eral Assembly,” and I encourage you to join me. We will be lobbying for paid sick leave and a 

living wage, as well as other legislation that will help make a difference in the lives of many 

Virginia residents. I’ll report on what we did in the next “Tapestry” issue. 

I look forward to meeting many of you and hearing about your social action priorities, and 

especially about how I can help your UMW unit live out your call to faith, hope and – espe-

cially – love in action. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at cherylwaitmoore@gmail.com or 

703-981-9879.  

mailto:cherylwaitmoore@gmail.com
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Greetings and Happy New Year!! 

 

I am back as our unit's Spiritual Growth mission coordinator.  One of the things my successor 

did was to ask UMW members to pray the Lord's Prayer every day at noon.  Another thing our 

church is doing is to set a particular time of day aside to pray for our church and its ministries.  

This includes UMW of course but also the controversy surrounding the church as a denomina-

tion. 

 

I believe with all my heart that God holds all of this in the palm of His hand.  He will guide us if 

we but listen to His voice. 

 

In the book "If I Should Die Before I Live:  Meditations for Seniors" are meditations of biblical 

exploration.  The goal is to experience a fresh self in God.  This defines present life and life be-

yond death.  New life does not isolate us from earth-life, nor does it make us passively depend-

ent on God.  The essence of covenant is interdependence.  We are not equal with God, but stew-

ards entrusted with God's initiatives (God's will) in our world however large/limited for a sen-

ior's circumstances. 

 

From "3 Minute Devotions for Women" we read that David not only worshiped and praised God, 

he also complained to Him, was honest to God about what he was feeling, and even admitted to 

being angry at God.  Perhaps the most amazing thing about David though was his constant de-

votion and reliance on his Creator.  Even though David is the powerful king of Israel, he praises 

God in 2 Samuel 22:47, calling Him his Rock and Savior.  David knew that God was alive, and 

he also knew that he needed Him more than anything else in the world.  It's the same for us to-

day! 

 

"Above All That We Ask or Think" is just that.  Imagine every good thing that God has prom-

ised in His word - or things you've only dreamed about.  Think of wonderful things that exceed 

the limits of human comprehension or description.  Then imagine that God is able and willing 

to do even more!  The last part of this verse (Ephesians 3:20) indicates that the Holy Spirit 

works within the Christian's life to accomplish the seemingly impossible.  Our highest aspira-

tions are within God's power, but like Paul, we must pray.  When we do, God does far more for 

us than we could ever guess. 

Spiritual Growth                                   Phyllis Kirkman 
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Program Resources                               Phyllis Kirkman 

 

Happy New Year!!  Resolution:  To read more than last year.  Set a personal goal to read at 

least one book from the reading list.  "Tilly and the Crazy Eights" might be a good choice.  If 

you read some but not a lot, aim for one a quarter. 

 

This truly is not difficult ladies.  While it is true that some are easier to read than others, there 

are a lot of good ones this year. 

 

Hope to see you at Training Day! 

 

Phyllis 



VOL. XLI ,  NO. I  MISS ION TAPESTRY PAGE 10 

Program Resources                               Phyllis Kirkman 
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Program Resources                               Phyllis Kirkman 
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Arlington District United Methodist Women 

Training Day 
 

 

 

 

January 25, 2020 

Snow Date:  February 1, 2020 

9:00am to Noon 
 

Pender United Methodist Church 
12401 Alder Woods Drive 

Fairfax, VA  22033 
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Arlington District 

United Methodist 

Women 

2020 Calendar 

Event Date 

Arlington District Training Day @ Pender UMC Jan. 25 at 9 am 

Snow date Feb. 1 

UM Day at the General Assembly, Richmond Jan. 30 at 7:30 am 

Arlington District Spring Prayer Breakfast @ An-

drew Chapel UMC 

March 21 at 9 am 

VA Conference Spiritual Life Retreat @ Smith 

Mountain Lake 

May 15-17 

UMW Day at Ferrum College June 6 

Arlington District Pot Luck & Vespers @ Claren-

don UMC 

June 6 at 5 pm 

Bi-District Day Apart @ Dumfries UMC July 18 

VA Conference Mission Encounter @ Smith Moun-

tain Lake 

July 24-26 

VA Conference Young Women’s Event @ Camp 

Overlook 

September 11-12 

Arlington District Annual Meeting @ Friendship 

UMC 

September 26 at 9 am 

VA Conference 48th Annual Meeting @ Smith 

Mountain Lake 

October 24 

Arlington District Mini Mission @ tbd November 14 at 9 am 

PURPOSE  

of the United  

Methodist Women 

 
The organized  

unit of 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

WOMEN 

shall be a 

community of 

women whose  

PURPOSE is to 

know GOD and  

to experience  

FREEDOM as 

whole persons 

through  

JESUS CHRIST;  

to develop a 

creative, 

supportive  

FELLOWSHIP;  

and to expand 

CONCEPTS OF  

MISSION  

through 

participation  

in the global  

ministries of 

the church. 



Arlington District 

United Methodist Women Officers for 2020 
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ELECTED OFFICERS 

President 

Doris Douglass 

7213 Vellex Lane 

Annandale, VA  22003 

703-642-0661 

DorisDouglass@msn.com 
 

Vice President 

Still vacant at this time 
 

Secretary 

Janet Keener 

1803 Midlothian Court 

Vienna, VA  22182-3428 

703-281-7685 

Janet_Keener@cox.net 
 

Treasurer 

Beth Meserve 

507 N. Brighton Ct. 

Sterling, VA 20164-3919 

703-404-0542 

beth.meserve@gmail.com 
 

MISSION COORDINATORS 

Education and Interpretation 

Dana Connor 

39400 Buchannon Gap 

Aldie, VA 20105 

571-926-2800 

office@aldieumc.org, dana@siblingtunes.com 
 

Social Action 

Cheryl Moore 

6008 19th St N 

Arlington, VA 22205 

703-237-9481 

cherylwaitmoore@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 

Still vacant at this time 
 

Spiritual Growth 

Phyllis Kirkman 

8234 Winder St 

Vienna, VA 22180-6962 

703-281-1305 

umwspirit@gmail.com 
 

Secretary for Program Resources 

Phyllis Kirkman 

8234 Winder St 

Vienna, VA 22180-6962 

703-281-1305 

umwspirit@gmail.com 
 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

Still vacant at this time 
 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 
 

Editor of the Tapestry 

Lisa George 

7401 Eastmoreland Rd #422 

Annandale, VA  22003 

703-623-8071 

GeorgeLisaE@gmail.com or 

ArlingtonDistrictUMW@gmail.com 

For general information about Arlington District UMW, e-mail  

arlingtondistrictumw@gmail.com 

mailto:beth.meserve@gmail.com
mailto:pjkirkman@aol.com
mailto:arlingtondistrictumw@gmail.com

