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What a wonderful 47th Annual Meeting we had on October 26th at Reveil-
le UMC in Richmond.  Our key note speaker was Harriett Jane Olson, 
CEO of United Methodist Women.  Harriett’s flight was delayed, and we 
thank all who assisted in getting her to the meeting and for your under-
standing as we adjusted the agenda to move her presentation a little fur-
ther down.  Harriett shared about the work of UMW and closed by assur-
ing us that United Methodist Women plan to be strong and active in our 
next 150 years as well.  We will continue on regardless of what happens 
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Nancy Walsh 

Mary Jane Rawley 

 

President 

Libby Keyser, President of the Staunton Dis-
trict, has served her district with perseverance 
and love for UMW.  I thank you, Libby, for your 
service.  Our prayers go with you as you contin-
ue to be there for your beloved spouse and his 
health issues.  

As we prepare to move into 2020, with a heart 
of Thanksgiving, I thank each of you for all you 
have done this year for women, children and 
youth through United Methodist Women.  Best 
wishes for you and your family this Christmas! 

Blessings, 
Mary Jane Rawley, President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who attended the 47th Annual 
Meeting, October 26th. Out of 193 registered, 
over half evaluated the meeting with over-
whelming satisfaction. The Focus Groups were 
a big hit thanks to Nancy Robinson, Louise Mil-
ler, Karen McElfish, Amanda Silcox, Kyndle 
Crawford and Julianna Rosas. 

As the agenda moved along quicker than antici-
pated, many thanks go to Rev. Evelyn Penn for 
stepping in at the last minute to serve commun-
ion. Thank you too to Reveille United Methodist 
Women for delicious meals. 

There are always things that could be tweaked, 
and for all the things that went right we are 
grateful. For those unexpected snafus, your 
grace was appreciated. Overall, gratitude goes 
to Reveille UMC for sharing their beautiful 
space with the Virginia Conference United 
Methodist Women. 

Nancy Walsh, Vice President 

in our United Methodist Church or General Con-
ference.  Changes to the Bylaws have been ap-
proved to make allowances for changes in our 
denomination.  I want to also thank my team of 
officers, who are my support, for your dedication 
to our wonderful organization. 

One of my privileges is to recognize our out-
going Executive Committee persons at Annual 
Meeting.  It is always a sad time as they go off 
the Board, but I know they will continue the work 
of United Methodist Women in their local units 
and the District. 

Nancy Yarborough, our Nominating Committee 
Chair, is going off the Executive Committee.  
Nancy has a deep passion for mission and has 
traveled to Cambodia, Africa, Philippines, El 
Salvador, and Honduras to work with the peo-
ple.  Blessings to you, Nancy, as you continue 
the work God has placed on your heart. 

Joyce Winston, our Nominating committee 
member for the past three years and our Imme-
diate Past President of the Conference, is step-
ping away from the Executive Committee but we 
know she will not be going far.  She remains my 
#1 confidant when I need advice.  Joyce, I have 
you on speed dial so keep on being the giving 
and beautiful person we love. 

Julianne Rosas, our Hispanic Language Coor-
dinator, needed to resign because she has a 
position on the York River District and cannot 
serve both positions.  Julie has served both as 
our Hispanic Language Coordinator and resi-
dent techie and young woman.  Thank you, Ju-
lie, for your contributions to our team! 

Julia-Meade Gallier, President of the Rappa-
hannock River District, has served her District 
diligently for the past four years.  Now she will 
get to spend even more time with her grand-
daughter, Claire!  Thanks, JM, for a job well 
done. 

Mary Fulton, President of Farmville District, has 
led her District well for the past three years.  
Thank you, Mary, for your dedication and ser-
vice to the Farmville District. 

Vice- 
President 
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It was a great time during the Annual Meeting to 
recognize Districts on their hard work for Mis-
sion Giving from September 2018 through Au-
gust 2019.  We celebrated Candle Burning, 
Rainbow Givers, and Five- and Six-Star Recipi-
ents.  The Finance Committee approved the 
awarding of grants from the Carroll Palmer Es-
tate amounting to $5,020.00.  The Hospitality 
House in India was awarded $500.00; Rehoboth 
Home for Children in India was awarded 
$820.00; Children's Clothes Closet at Mission 
Central, Harrisonburg, VA was awarded 
$1,500.00; and $2,200.00 was awarded to Wes-
ley Community Service Center. 

We are in our last quarter to meet our pledge to 
Mission Giving.  This can be accomplished by 
all emptying their treasuries and keeping only 
the amount needed to operate for the first quar-
ter of 2020.  If possible, all District Officers 
should strive to be a Rainbow Giver which costs 
$60 and adds to their Mission Giving.  Encour-
age recognizing individuals with a Special Mis-
sion Recognition, Gift in Memory, Gift to Mis-
sion, and honoring and remembering loved 
ones with your Candle Burning Ceremony.  All 
this count toward the Mission Giving total of 
each District.  In 2018 the Conference met 84% 
of our pledge, and we can be hopeful that we 
will come closer to meeting our pledge of 
$645,000.  Everyone is to be commended for 
giving to your local missions and charities; how-
ever, giving can be in the form of volunteering, 
providing food, clothing and mentoring services 
in lieu of money.  There are few of us who can 
go on mission trips to other locations and coun-
tries, so we are asked to give our money to sup-
port all our mission institutions supported by 
United Methodist Women.  The Virginia Confer-
ence understands the purpose of this great or-
ganization and we came in third in the Nation for 
our total Mission Giving.  Congratulations!!!! 

It has been the tradition of sending funds col-
lected from stamps to UMCOR and Mike Davis 
is doing a great job for us.  Since I became Con-
ference Treasurer, I was unaware of this tradi-

Linda Borror 

Treasurer 

tion and was sending it for Mission Giving.  
Since UMCOR is not a project of UMW, but ra-
ther the United Methodist Church, the Finance 
Committee recommended that monies from the 
sale of stamps be given to Mission Giving and it 
was approved and became part of the Standing 
rules.  During the past three years the Districts 
sent over $37,000 for UMCOR and $1,800.00 
was received from stamps that was sent for 
Mission Giving.  Districts are asked to send 
UMCOR money directly to the Advance Project 
rather than through the Conference Treasurer, 
which will get your funds to the Project faster. 

Again, your work and dedication for United 
Methodist Women is much appreciated and I 
wish each of you a blessed and joyous Thanks-
giving and Christmas and a peaceful remainder 
of 2019. 

Finally, please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have questions about the work of the Con-
ference Treasurer and District Treasurers.  My 
phone is 540-664-5912 and email  
linda.borror1@gmail.com. 

Blessings 

Linda 
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New Executive Director of Henry Fork 

Service Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Jessica Hunt who has as-
sumed the mantle of leadership as the new Ex-
ecutive Director of Henry Fork Service Center! 
Jessica succeeds Lisa Nichols, Church and 
Community Worker who served in the position 
for 10 years. Henry Fork Service Center, locat-
ed in Franklin County on the Danville District, 
offers a summer program and an after-school 
program during the school year, serving 60 chil-
dren, ages pre-K through 8

th
 grade. 

Jessica has been a part of the ministry of Henry 
Fork as a volunteer and employee for twenty 
years. She began working at the Center part-
time in her senior year of high school and con-
tinued through college. She was employed as a 
public-school teacher for a year and in 2008 be-
came the Program Director at the Center. Jessi-
ca matriculated at Patrick Henry Community 
College and Ferrum College, earning a Liberal 
Arts Degree in Teacher Education. She is mar-
ried and the parent of two sons, ages 13 and 6. 

United Methodist Women has a strong historical 
tie to Henry Fork Service Center because of the 
Center’s origin with the Church and Community 
Worker (CCW) program of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. In 1967, Charlotte Seegars, a 
Church and Community Worker founded Henry 
Fork Center. Others who followed and provided 
leadership for the Center include two young 
Methodist missionaries (US-2s); a full-time di-

rector, Julie Gibson; acting director, Donna 
LePrade; and GBGM Church and Community 
Workers, Susan Putnam and Lisa Nichols.  

United Methodist Women throughout the confer-
ence support the Center in various ways. We 
contribute financially, provide “wish list” items, 
volunteer and support varied fund raisers, such 
as the yearly peanut sales which are normally 
sold at our Annual Meeting and Mission En-
counter. Many of our UMW leaders serve on the 
Board of Directors, presently chaired by Annita 
Nelson, Past Danville District UMW President. 
You can find out more about the ministries of 
the Henry Fork Service Center at 
www.henryforkcenter.org, henryfork-
center@cs.com, or 540-483-2819. Mailing ad-
dress: Henry Fork Service Center, P.O. Box 
888, Rocky Mount, VA 24151. 

LIVING INTO OUR PURPOSE REMNDER!!  
Please be mindful that the current form is on the 
UMW Webpage. It is dated 2019-2020, and co-
vers the evaluation period, 1 SEPTEMBER 
2019 through 31 AUGUST 2020. 

A special wish of peace and blessing to you and 
your loved ones, as we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Brenda NeSmith, Coordinator 
Education and Interpretation 

Mission Education 

& Interpretation 

Brenda NeSmith 

We still have room on the UMW Bus to Mobile 
Alabama.  Please get in touch with Joyce Win-
ston at buckrowbeach@gmail.com for itinerary 
and information as soon as you read this news-
letter. 
 
Joyce Winston 
(757) 851-6897. 

http://www.henryforkcenter.org
mailto:buckrowbeach@gmail.com
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Please save the dates of May 15 – 17, 2020 for 
our Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat to 
be held at the W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational 
Conference Center at Smith Mountain Lake. 

Peace Be With You 

 
Our Speaker is the Rev. Ileana Rosario, Pastor 
of Lower United Methodist Church.  Ileana will 
be leading us in 
• Receiving peace in our hearts,  
• Sharing peace within the church, 
• Upholding peace despite division, and  
• Spreading peace throughout the world!  
 
In such a time as this, is this not a most appro-
priate and needed theme?  I look forward to this 
time we will spend together in a beautiful loca-
tion, with our beloved sisters Ileana and musical 
leader, Rev. Laura Douglas!  All details for the 
retreat and the registration form will be shared 
in the February newsletter.  I encourage your 
participation so we can meet a minimum goal of 
80 attendees to keep our registration price be-
low $200.   Save the dates and plan to attend!  

 
I send to each of you love and wishes for a joy-
ful, hopeful, peaceful and fulfilling Thanksgiving, 
Advent and Christmas season!   
 
Melissa White, 
Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
Mel49white@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here it is, the end of my four-year term as Com-
mittee on Nominations Chair!  How blessed we 
are in the Virginia Conference to have so many 
talented leaders.  I have grown in my Spiritual 
journey these four years and have been hon-
ored to speak at many district and church meet-
ings. 

I and the Committee on Nominations are 
pleased to place in nominations Brenda 
NeSmith for a two-year term in the position of 
Education and Interpretation.  We also nominate 
Karen Bragg as Chair of Nominations and Jean-
ette Walker and Betsy Hamner to serve on the 
Nominations committee.  In keeping with our 
standing rules, we nominate Nancy Yarborough 
and Karen McElfish as nominees for National 
Board of Directors.  Also offered in nominations 
for the Program Advisory Board are Joyce Win-
ston and Carolyn Smith. 

I offer my heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
worked with me the past four years, my wonder-
ful Nominations committee!  It has been an hon-
or and privilege to serve God and be in service 
to women, children and youth through Virginia 
Conference United Methodist Women! The big-
gest and the BEST. 

Prayers and love to you all my friends. 
Nancy Yarborough 

Spiritual 
Growth 

Nancy Yarborough 

 

Nominations 

Melissa White 
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Jeanette Yoh 

Program 

Resources 

 
 
2019 Census 

Good news!  The 2019 census reporting to the 
national UMW office is not as long as the 2018 
one was, AND as local units get more used to 
completing the census online and on their own, 
there should be less for the district presidents 
and MNOs to do for them.  This, of course, basi-
cally relies on the district presidents and MNOs 
getting the word out to their local units and to 
keep checking up on them.  Many districts have 
already passed the information on to their units. 
 
The census form is at 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019.  
It starts out with asking unit presidents to com-
plete the form.  Then it tells us what National 
learned from the census from the last two years.  
The embedded video is a very good place to 
start.  It includes Harriett Jane Olson, our CEO, 
along with programmatic staff sharing upcoming 
event and resource information.  They want to 
ensure us that our local units and members are 
secure in knowing that United Methodist Wom-
en is a vital and thriving organization and that 
we will stay connected regardless of the state of 
the UMC. 
 
The 2019 Census asks for basic information 
(contacts, number of gains, losses and ending 
number of members in each unit for 2019) and 
specific questions on resources and unit vitality.  
It is pretty easy to complete; however, the de-
tailed instructions are at https://
www.vaumw.com/conference/membership/ if 
you need them. 
 
The basic process is: 
• District MNO coordinator or president sends 

information to the local unit presidents be-
fore the end of the year. 

• The local unit uses the census link to enter 
the data, which will go directly to the national 
office. Aim to complete this by the end of 
January 2020. 

• Conference MNO and district MNO assist 

the local units by sending the census link; 
scheduling 1-3 interactive sessions to assist 
unit leaders who are not comfortable with 
computers; regularly checking in on districts 
and local units for status updates; encourag-
ing completion early. 

The final deadline for reporting online – by 
either local units or district presidents/MNOs 
- is March 30, 2020. 
 
Marlene Dakita 
MNO Coordinator 
703-244-4524 
mdakita@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2020 United Methodist Women Reading 
Program catalog is out!  Reading books from 
this member-curated list helps Reading Pro-
gram participants better understand and partici-
pate in God's mission today and is a wonderful 
way to build community and friendship around 
books.  Flip through the digital catalog or down-
load the PDF, or find a print version to have and 
hold in the November/December 2019 issue of 
response! 
 
Jeanette 
Email Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com or  
Phone 757-871-1459 

Membership 

Nurture and 

Outreach 

Marlene Dakita 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019
https://www.vaumw.com/conference/membership/
https://www.vaumw.com/conference/membership/
mailto:mdakita@comcast.net
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=CfIeUXFb_VRf3OOs2_kgig
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=sTFlLRZVO-RSGuR9rC3yig
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=sTFlLRZVO-RSGuR9rC3yig
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=Fj4gKfK0l3iKmyOrJSjFdA
mailto:Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com
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people, request an appointment with your legis-
lator in his or her district office and let either 
Amanda Silcox at VICPP 
(amanda@virginiainterfaithcenter.org) or Karen 
McElfish (james.mcelfish@verizon.net) know of 
the appointment. We will support you with talk-
ing points, strategies and when able, will attend 
with you. 
 
Plan to attend United Methodist Day at the 
General Assembly on January 30. Registration 
is now open, and a flyer for the event is includ-
ed in the newsletter. Please encourage your 
friends to attend. We are a very visible pres-
ence at the Capital on the day of the event and 
can make our voices heard. 
 
Now is the time to act! Please join us as we 
advocate for women, children and youth! 
 
Karen 

Social 
Action 

 
A Call to Action 

 
Our United Methodist heritage reflects a his-
tory of commitment to a life of discipleship 
and social action. We as United Methodist 
Women are called to put our faith into action 
for women, children and youth. This may 
mean charitable acts, but it may also mean 
speaking out for others who may not be able 
to advocate for themselves. That time is 
now! 
 
Forty one percent of private sector workers in 
Virginia, roughly 1.2 million people, do not 
have access to any paid sick days. If a worker, 
or their child becomes ill, they must choose be-
tween taking time off to care for themselves or 
their child and getting paid. For economic rea-
sons, many must choose to come to work ill, 
risking the health of others. The solution is to 
create a paid sick day standard, requiring all 
employers of 6 or more employees to provide 5 
paid sick days per year for full-time workers, 
prorated for part-time workers. Studies show 
this would reduce the spread of disease, in-
crease worker productivity, decrease school 
absenteeism and contribute to overall health 
via increased preventive care. Eighty five per-
cent of voters say they support this. Eleven 
states have paid sick days, including Arizona, 
California, Connecticut, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, New Jersey, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, Vermont and Washington. 
 
What can we do? First, sign the Virginia Inter-
faith Center for Public Policy petition asking 
legislators to support paid sick days. And 
share the petition with your friends, family and 
congregation. Sign online at http://bit.ly/
PaidSickDaysSignOn, or download, sign and 
return to VICPP. 
 
We need small groups of members to now 
meet with your Virginia State Senators and 
Delegates, to ask them personally to support 
this important legislation. Gather ideally 3-5 

Karen McElfish 

mailto:amanda@virginiainterfaithcenter.org
mailto:james.mcelfish@verizon.net
http://bit.ly/PaidSickDaysSignOn
http://bit.ly/PaidSickDaysSignOn
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SAVE THE DATE:  MAY 15 – 17, 2020 

Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 

Spiritual Life Retreat 

W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference Center 

775 Hermitage Road, Wirtz, VA 24184 

 

Peace Be With You 

 
Our Speaker:  Rev. Ileana Rosario 

Pastor of Lower United Methodist Church 
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January 11 Mission Team Meeting, UM Center 

January 30 UM Day at the General Assembly, Richmond 

March 27 Mission Team Meeting, tbd 

March 28 Executive Committee Meeting, tbd 

April 17-19 SEJ Quadrennial Assembly, Mobile 

May 1-3 Spiritual Life Retreat, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center 

June 6 UMW Day at Ferrum College 

June 19 UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference, Roanoke 

July 24-26 Mission Encounter, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center 

September 11-12 Young Women’s Retreat, Camp Overlook 

October 3 UMW Budget Meeting, UM Center 

October 23 Mission Team & Exec. Committee Meeting, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center 

October 24 UMW 48th Annual Meeting, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center 

  

Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 2020 Calendar 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE MISSION TEAM 2020 

President 
Mary Jane Rawley 
(540)828-2436 
dwrawley@msn.com 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
Melissa White 
(757)898-1861 
mel49white@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Nancy Walsh 
(540)662-5055 
walshpn@visuallink.com 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Jeanette Yoh 
(757)871-1459 
Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Dottie Thompson 
(757)675-8958 
datgirl1019@gmail.com 

Communications Coordinator 
Frances Ellis 
(703)476-1127 
fwellis@aol.com or umwlink@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Linda Borror 
(540)868-1497 
Linda.borror1@gmail.com 

Chair Nominations 
Karen Bragg 
(434)369-4666 
BraggK17@gmail.com 

Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
Brenda NeSmith 
(804)323-9134 
BrendaNesmith1@gmail.com 

Korean Language Coordinator 
 

Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 
Marlene Dakita 
(703)244-4524 
mdakita@comcast.net 

Hispanic Language Coordinator 
 

Social Action Coordinator 
Karen McElfish 
(703)522-6837 
James.McElfish@verizon.net 

 

mailto:dwrawley@msn.com
mailto:walshpn@visuallink.com
mailto:Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com
mailto:fwellis@aol.com
mailto:Linda.borror1@gmail.com
mailto:James.McElfish@verizon.net

