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The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be 

a community of women whose purpose is to know God 

and experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 

Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and 

to expand concepts of mission through participation in 

* Please register with the contact at the host 

church by the Monday before the event. 

Children Welcome. 

Elizabeth River 
District 

 

.  

 

Past Events 

Did you have an event 

your unit was a part of?  

Send a picture or two 

along with a small         

article and I’ll add it to             

The Current. 

Upcoming Local 

Unit Events 

Please let me know of 

any upcoming  local 

unit events you’d like  to 

share. 
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Update from President 
Marta Pizzeck 

  
President 
Marta Pizzeck 
757-739-6491 
Martapiz@verizon.net 
  
Secretary 
Cathie Douthat 
757-588-0929 
mike167@cox.net 
  
Treasurer 
Joyce Thompson 
757-430-0365 
paulthompson10@cox.net 
 

MISSION COORDINATORS 
 

Spiritual Growth 
Evelyn Swanberg 
(757) 471-4851 
jrswanberg@cox.net 
 
Education & Interpretation 
Diane Skinner-Mewborn 
757-485-0993 
mrsmew@cox.net 
  
Social Action 
Neola Waller 
757-217-2356 
wallerwn1@gmail.com 
 
Membership, Nurture & 
Outreach 
Janet Day 
757-488-2673 
jday216@cox.net 
  
Secretary of Program 
Resources 
Diane Sterling 
757-498-9091 
5sterlings@cox.net 
  
Chairperson, Committee On 
Nominations 
Karen Day 
(757) 488-2673 
kday13@cox.net 
 
  
Communications 
Coordinator 
Teresa Stawson 
757-337-9914 
tstawson@gmail.com 

MISSION TEAM  

2019 

Happy New Year to you all!  I trust each of you had a wonderful Christmas with family 
and friends.   I look forward to working with you through this year and encourage you 
to call me if you have questions, etc.  I don't have anything "big" to share, but just 
wanted to reach out and make contact. 
 
#1 - Please use my cell number - 757-739-6491 for phone calls no calls after 
7:30pm.  My email address - martapiz@verizon.net 
 
2#– I hope to see you all at Prayer Breakfast/District Training at Community UMC, 

Virginia Beach.  January 11, 9:30am. 1072 Old Kempsville Road, Virginia Beach       

465-1021  

 #3 - I hope you all are signed up for UM Day at the General Assembly.  The final late 
registration deadline is January 17th. 

#4 - I am sure you all have read about the announcement last Friday on a proposal to 
come before General Conference about our United Methodist Church splitting and 
going separate ways.  Below is what Harriett Jane Olson wrote about this.   
 
Over the past several months, persons who have various leadership roles in our denomination 

and in some of the groups that have prepared their own separate plans for how the denomina-

tion should proceed in 2020 met with a mediator to see if it was possible to come together 

around a single plan. On Friday, Jan. 3, they announced that they had reached an agreement 

to move ahead through separation.  Their proposal would allow traditionalist United         

Methodists to form a new Methodist/Wesleyan body.  The protocol has provisions dealing with 

properties, pensions and sketches out some of the timing and process that would be required. I 

encourage you to read the United Methodist News Service article about it. At this stage, this 

agreement is a proposal. Actual legislation for the General  Conference to consider will need 

to be drafted. It is a recommendation that has yet to be voted on or approved. 

  

The current outline does not address United Methodist Women or the agencies of the church 

very much, except to say that, if the proposal is adopted, they and we would remain part of the 

UMC rather than the traditionalist denomination that could be formed if this approach is 

adopted by the General Conference. As you may know, United Methodist Women has been 

following the development of all the plans and at times providing input or response.  Along 

with you, we know that there is urgent work for United Methodist Women to take on—

supporting women, children and youth and marginalized persons and advocating for policies 

that are more just.  Our commitment is to be a place where all the women who affirm the    

Purpose and want to work together in mission can belong. With this in view, the United    

Methodist Women Board of Directors has already made changes to our bylaws to ensure that 

women committed to this mission could continue to belong, regardless of whether they or their 

church or their Conference separates from the UMC. 

  

As United Methodist Church examines next steps, United Methodist Women will continue to be 

a place where the needs of women and children are front and center. As we do, we encourage 

each of you to be informed of what is being considered and to offer leadership in your         

congregation and in the District and Conference. Times of dramatic change can bring new 

possibilities. They are also times to remain vigilant about our core commitments and our           

identity, both as a denomination and as an organization. 

  

In this time of change, we encourage members to remain connected to each other, remain   

centered on the work we are called to do in the world and to remain watchful of information on 

next steps, confident that God is at work.   -Harriett Jane Olson 

 

Your Sister In Christ,  
Marta Pizzeck 
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Treasurer 
Joyce Thompson 

Hello, my name is Joyce Thompson and I am the Treasurer for the Elizabeth River District UMW.  A 

little about me:  I was born in Columbus, Ohio, and have been married to my husband Paul for 48 

years, I have two children and two grandchildren.  I joined the United Methodist Women in 1972 in 

Ohio and have joined the local unit of every church I attended as we traveled with my husband’s      

career.  We moved to Virginia Beach in 1993 when he retired.  I currently attend Courthouse         

Community United Methodist Church and will be retiring on December 20, 2019. 

What exactly does your treasurer do?  My job is to handle all the financial obligations for District.  I 

do what everyone does for your personal finances, i.e. balance the check book, pay the bills, the one 

thing I do that most of us don’t do is present a report to the District Mission Team showing what we 

received and how the funds were used. 

Each unit of the United Methodist Women should have a treasurer that does what I do, i.e. balance 

the check book, pay the bills and each quarter send a remittance report with the units pledge to     

missions and any other funds they have collected.  These reports should be mailed to me at: 

2117 Shade Tree Street                                                                                                                                       

Virginia Beach, VA 23456. 

If you have any questions please let me know.  In closing let me say it is an honor to serve for the 

glory of God on the District Mission Team.   

I look forward to hearing from you all. 

Joyce Thompson 
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Education and Interpretation 
Diane Skinner-Mewborn 

A Note From E and I 

Luke2: 13-14 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men whom His favor rests.” 

Isaiah24: 14-16 

They raise their voices, they shout for joy, from the west they acclaim the Lord’s majesty.  

Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord;  exalt the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, in 

the islands of the sea.  From the ends of the earth we hear singing:  Glory to the Righteous 

One.” 

Source:  NIV:  Women of Faith Study Bible 
 
 
Merry Christmas and a Very Blessed New Year,   

Diane 
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Social Action Coordinator 
Neola Waller 

What are you giving our Planet Earth this Christmas? 

   We as United Methodists are called to commit our lives to discipleship and social       

action. Our Social Creed calls us to put our faith into action by dedicating ourselves to the 

preservation, enhancement and faithful use of the Earth.   What better time than this  

season of giving to give a special gift to the Earth? 

   I’ll tell you what my gift is. I am making a conscious effort to stop using plastic. It will 

take time to do this, and I may never be fully compliant with my desire. But I can do 

some good. 

   I take my reusable bags to the grocery store and never have a need for plastic bags.   

Styrofoam and plastic water bottles left my house long ago. I just don’t buy them or buy 

merchandise in them. Do you know that, while plastic water bottles are recyclable,      

70%-80% of them ends up in landfills or the ocean. Those in the ocean eventually break 

down into tiny beads and are mistaken by fish for food. When we eat fish, there’s some 

plastic in it. No one has given us a warning about that, so it’s probably safe for us. 

 

   My new efforts include not buying plastic wrap for food. Instead, I store small leftovers 

in glass jars, just like my mother used to do. For food I want to wrap up, I’ve found a food 

wrap that is beeswax covered cotton you can cut to size, shape over the top of a bowl and 

then wash after using and reuse. 

   These are small efforts I’ve found to help the environment, and I hope to expand my 

list. It’s also a small gift for the Earth, but I know that as we work together we can do 

great things. 

What are you giving to our Planet Earth this Christmas? 
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Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Janet Day 

Ladies, 

How time flies.  Do you know what time it is?  Census Time!!!!! 

Our next Prayer Breakfast will be January 11,2020 at Community UMC, Va Beach and 
we will also have training classes conducted by our District Officers and Mission        
Coordinators.  At this time I will be conducting a class on how to properly complete the 
questionnaire.  I am asking that each Unit have a Representative in attendance.  In the 
past we have had low participation because of confusion or difficulty with the           
website.  Hopefully we can have discussions and help each other so we can obtain   
accurate 100% when the report is received from Conference. 

In the meantime if MNO Coordinators/or Presidents will forward their name, 
church,telephone# and e-mail to me at jday216@cox.net    or call me at  488-2673  so   
I may have contact information it would be greatly appreciated. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 

Janet L. Day 

District Membership Nurture and Outreach Mission Coordinator 
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Nominations 
Karen Day 

I would like to give my committee members a big Thank You for helping me this year by 
either contacting our members to offer them available positions or suggesting names to 
be contacted.  Also a heartfelt thank you to the ladies that took our calls and said Yes, or 
graciously turned us down with legitimate reasons. 

 
This year we will be saying good-bye to the Class of 2019 committee members--Mary 
Kay Miller and Gayle Reske.  When you see them please tell them Thank You and a job 
well done.  

When you are called next year and offered a position by one of my committee members 
or myself please consider saying yes or praying on it and giving us a call back with a 
possible Yes.  

On January 11, 2020 we will be having our Prayer Breakfast and Training at Community 
UMC, VB.  I look forward to seeing you in my training class  

 
Karen M. Day 
Chairman, Committee on Nominations 
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Communications Coordinator 
Teresa Stawson 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

    
Luke 2:14 

Merry Christmas Everyone! 

Tis the season to be rushing and frazzled.  With presents to buy, family   

visits, cooking to do, work get-togethers, a house to clean, decorating to 

finish….  It’s embarrassingly easy, for myself at least, to occasionally lose 

sight of the real reason for the season. 

That’s why I love this verse.  It’s short and simple and gets right to heart of 

the season.  First and foremost, glory to God for the precious gift of his 

son, and second, a reminder to practice peace and goodwill toward each 

other, not just during Christmas time, but all throughout the year. 

 I wish each of you the joy, peace and love of the season! 

As always, I welcome any suggestions you may have for our newsletter. 

The peace of Christ, and blessings to you all, 

Teresa Stawson 
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ELIZABETH RIVER UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Guidelines for Hosting District Prayer Breakfast 

 

1. The District shall be responsible for arranging all aspects of the program/service. 

2.   The Local Unit shall be responsible for: 

Taking reservations.  Deadline for reservations is Monday prior to breakfast.  (If reservations are 

called in after deadline, remind people that they may still attend the program at 9:45am.)  

Children welcome.  .  The Reservation Sheet should be given to the District Treasurer by 8:15 

am the morning of the event. 

Providing a table and two chairs for the District Treasurer to receive payments and the Unit  

       Treasurer to assist. 

Preparing and serving breakfast.. 

Inviting the church organist/pianist to play for the event. Email me with the name of the person 

playing on Monday before the event. If your musician is not available, arrange for a substitute. 

Inviting the church minister to give the invocation at the beginning of the program. 

The Unit President will be responsible for beginning the program with a welcome to our meeting. 

  

3.    Expenses: 

(a) The $5.00 prayer breakfast fee will be received by the District Treasurer the morning of the 

event.  The  local Unit Treasurer, or a substitute, is asked to help.   Host Unit members eating 

breakfast should pay the $5.00 as well.   

(b)  The Local Unit will receive a $75.00 service fee for hosting the prayer breakfast. 

(c)  The District Treasurer will pay the Local Unit for food purchased.  Please be frugal in food 

purchases and base purchases on the number of reservations.  Receipts should be totaled and 

given to the District Treasurer for her records.  There will not be reimbursements for paper and 

plastic products or decorations. 

(d) Organist/special music and speaker honorariums ($25.00) will be given.  If the speaker and/or mu-

sicians are members of the Elizabeth River District United Methodist Women, their participation is 

considered a gift to the organization and they do not receive an honorarium.   

 

Thank you very much for agreeing to host the Elizabeth River District United Methodist Women’s Prayer Break-

fast.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions. 

 

Marta Pizzeck, Vice President, Elizabeth River District UMW 

Phone: (757) 739-6491      E-mail: martapiz@verizon.net 
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New Living Into Our Purpose for 2020 
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCE 

2020 dates announced for All God's Children Camp: 

 

All God's Children Camp 2020 dates are set!  At camp, children, ages 7 to 12, with an incarcerated mother or 

father, spend a week at camp, participating in activities such as boating, swimming, hiking, archery, music, 

crafts, Bible study, and conflict resolution.  Partnering with Virginia United Methodist camps, All God’s Chil-

dren Camp provides a week of sanctuary for children who face so many challenges in their lives: economic 

poverty; temporary living conditions; loneliness; low self-esteem; violence; and drugs. 

Check out the dates below and then pray about becoming one of the 90 mentors needed to make this summer 

possible. After that, download the mentor application and send it to the address on the application form.  

June 14-19 @ Camp Chanco on the James (Richmond area) 

July 26-31 @ Occohannock on the Bay (Eastern Shore) 

August 9-14 @Camp Chanco on the James (Richmond area) 

For more information, contact Lori Smith at lttlelori@gmail.com or 571-245-9591.  Visit the website 

at www.vaumc.org/agcc for more information and to download applications.                      

Bishop Lewis hosting 2020 Holy Land tour 

Bishop Sharma Lewis will be hosting a 10-day Holy Land Journey for the clergy and laity 

of the conference, February 24 – March 4, 2020.  This once-in-a-lifetime adventure will 

provide participants the opportunity to walk where Jesus walked and to engage the life and 

ministry of Jesus.  

A day-by-day tour description and registration information may be found at http://

www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20022420l#eotours.   
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCE 



 17 

NEWS FROM CONFERENCE 

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis is inviting laity from around the conference for a time of connection following her 

return from medical leave. The event will be held on February 8, 2020, from 10 am to 1 pm at Woodlake 

UMC in Chesterfield.   

"It is my deep desire to reconnect with you in a personal and special way having been away from you 

for six months on medical leave,” Lewis said. “Let us come together both in person and through satellite 

locations to have a time of worship, fellowship, anointing, sharing our hearts, and reconnecting. I want 

to hear from you and I want to share my journey with you.”   

 

 New Creation UMC, 4320 Bruce Rd, Chesapeake 23321 

The event is free and open to all LAITY. Lunch will be served.  

 

One of five SATELLITE locations on February 8, 10am-1pm is at Elizabeth River District: 

Questions may be directed to the Rev. Dr. Ted Smith, Director of Connectional Ministries 

(804) 521-1133. TedSmith@vaumc.org 

Wesley Community Service Center  

 Programs, Services, & News 
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ERD UMW UPCOMING EVENTS PAGE 

Learn more about Convergence 2020: The Convergence High 

School Youth Theology Institute on faith and science brought 37 high 

school students to Randolph-Macon College this past June to discover 

where their Christian beliefs and scientific principles intersect.     

Convergence 2020 will be held June 20-28, 2020.   Applications 

and nominations for current 9th, 10th, and 11th-grade students      

interested in participating in Convergence 2020 are open now on the 

website. The cost to participate is only $400 for this  9-day program. 

Upon high school graduation, if a Convergence  participant chooses to 

attend Randolph-Macon, they will receive a $1,000 annual          

scholarship for each year they participated in Convergence.  Please 

contact the Rev. Kendra Grimes or Laura  Ruxton 

(convergence@rmc.edu) with any questions about the program. 

NEW WEBSITE:  

When accessing Charge Conference 

forms and other information, be sure 

you are using the brand, new, updated 

Elizabeth River District website.  

https://elizabethriverumc.com/  

 

The District Training Day will be held on Saturday, January 18, 2020, at New Creation 

UMC. The theme for this year's Training Day will be "Equipping YOU (and your church for minis-

try.) The workshops will focus on providing the necessary tools and practical next steps for ministry. 

The Rev. Rachel Billups, senior pastor at Ginghamsburg United Methodist in Tipp City, Ohio will be 

our keynote speaker!  
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ERD UMW UPCOMING EVENTS PAGE 

The Annual District Board of Mission dinner/meeting will be held Sunday, 

February 23 at 5 pm at Oak Grove UMC. Registration will open soon!  
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ERD UMW NEWS  PAGE 

On September 14th the annual meeting and prayer luncheon for the ERD United Methodist Women was 

held at Crossroads UMC in Portsmouth.  Melissa White, Spiritual Growth Coordinator for the Virginia 

Conference was the speaker and conducted the installation of the 2020 officers for the Elizabeth River 

District followed by a luncheon hosted by the women of Crossroads UMC. 
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ERD UMW NEWS  PAGE 

The Helping Hands Circle at Covenant United Methodist Church collected over 200 socks, 
hats, gloves, and scarves for the homeless population. Items were distributed in December 
to OASIS, Wesley Center and the HER Shelter. Many "Helping Hands" were happy to serve 
God by giving to those in need.  

ERD United Methodist Women 2019 Advent Prayer Breakfast was held December 14th 

at Memorial United Methodist Church.  Breakfast was hosted by the women of           

Memorial UMC and the speaker was Pastor Stephanie Parker of The Gathering UMC. 

ADVENT PRAYER BREAKFAST 
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OTHER NEWS, PROGRAMS, AND EVENTS 

Centenary United Methodist Women have formed a Book Club supporting the United 

Methodist Women’s reading program. We will be reading a book from each category during 

the year.  We plan to meet 5x a year.  

Thanks, 

Martha Windley, President 

Centenary United Methodist Women 

ERD UMW NEWS  PAGE 

ADVENT PRAYER BREAKFAST 

CONTINUED 
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OTHER NEWS, PROGRAMS, AND EVENTS 

Posted on behalf of Rev. Greg West:  
 
I'm teaching a course in the Spring entitled: Methodism: The Wesleyan Revival.  Last time I taught it a 
pastor on the District and a person in the candidacy process audited the class.  There are a couple of 
spots open again and we would welcome a few non-traditional students. 
 
COURSE ON METHODISM BEING TAUGHT AT VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 
 
Want to Learn More about our Methodist Roots? 
Rev. Greg West, the Chaplain at Virginia Wesleyan University, will be teaching a course in the spring 
semester 2020 called "Methodism: The Wesleyan Revival".  The class will be taught on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 2:30 pm - 3:45 pm beginning on January 27 and ending on May 11. There are a few spots 
open and we would welcome a few non-traditional students. **Auditors must apply through the Enroll-
ment Office.  If they are 62 or older, it is a flat fee of $50.  If younger than 62, it is $200 for the class. 
(757) 455-3208 

Course Description: 
This Religious Studies course will be an interdisciplinary exploration of the history of Methodism, with 
special foci upon the Wesleys, Asbury, other early itinerant preachers, and upon the religious and      
cultural development of the Methodist denomination and its Wesleyan offshoots. There will be an     
emphasis on applications for today in terms of theology, methodology, principles and practices. 

Quotes: 
“I exchanged the faith of a servant for the faith of a son.” 
“All learning without love is but splendid ignorance.” 
              — John Wesley 
Unite the two so long disjoined, 
   Knowledge and vital piety: 
Learning and Holiness combined, 
   And all truth and love, let all men see 
                — Charles Wesley  

"Greg West does a pretty good job in the class, I think he spends too much time on Methodism in     
England and not enough time on the American movement; but no matter, to GOD be the glory!" — 
Francis Asbury 
 
Questions?  Feel free to contact, Greg West (contact info below). 
 
Greg West 
Chaplain 

Phone: 757.455.3400 

Email: gwest@vwu.edu 
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Elizabeth River District 
United Methodist Women 

P.O. Box 12654 
Norfolk, VA   23541-0654 

http://elizabethriverdistrict.weebly.com/umw.html  
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next issue of  The Current 

are due  March 1, 2020  
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