
  AUGUST 2019 PRESIDENT                      Sylvia Rumsey 
I’ve just finished writing up my notes from 
Annual Conference and almost at the same 
time reading my class book for Mission 
Encounter, Women United for Change 150 Years 
in Mission. I work best under pressure. I’ve 
noticed crossover themes I would like to share.  
Conference focused on “Moving Forward in 
God’s Mission” and identified the mission field 
as wherever you are. Based on Matthew 28:18-20 
with the Great Commission to “…Go to all people 
everywhere and make disciples,…” we heard 
that the mission field will pull you out of your 
comfort zone, change your perspective, is 
where the lost are found (could be you), and is 
a command from God. How directly this 
parallels what early women in mission in the 
Methodist, Brethren, and Evangelical traditions 
experienced when they stepped out of their 
place, many as deaconesses, to go in the U.S. 
or abroad and work with people in meeting their 
needs, physically and spiritually. Our speakers 
at Conference emphasized being authentic, 
spirit-led and express love to others. Our 
mission foremothers definitely had these 
characteristics and I might add were bold and 
fearless too!   

Bishop Weaver challenged us to go, glow, and 
grow. He proclaimed that “as you go with Christ 
in your heart you will glow, and others will begin 
to grow.” As I read the stories of so many 
phenomenal women and the importance of their 
accomplishments, especially in health care and 
education, I was amazed! If you weren’t able to 
attend Mission Encounter this year, the United 
Methodist Women History class will be offered 
again in 2020 and, in the meantime, the book is 
on our UMW Reading Program list. I highly 
recommend it.  
  
 
 

 
 
A highlight of Conference was when we were 
given recognition for our 150-year anniversary 
in mission. Our Conference Executive Committee 
was seated on 
stage as our 
President Mary 
Jane Rawley 
spoke about our 
past and our 
future. Nancy 
Yarborough, 
Karen McElfish 
and I are on the 
left side.  

 
 
 

Another highlight was our UMW breakfast at 
which we heard Darlene Amon give an 
inspirational talk. Darlene is a United Methodist 
Woman of many years, has served as Conference 

UMW President, 
Conference Lay 
Leader, and is a newly 
elected delegate to 
General Conference 
2020.  You will have 
the pleasure of hearing 
her speak if you attend 
the District Annual 
Meeting.   



This is your official Call to 
District Annual Meeting 

September 28, 2019 
Warwick Memorial UMC 

38 Hoopes Road, Newport News 23602. 
Meeting begins at 9:30 a.m. 

As we continue the celebration of our 150 years, 
we will be sharing cake and honoring our 
Lifetime Commitment Award recipient(s) as part 
of our “Sisterhood of Grace” theme. 
  
Calendar for the remainder of the year includes;  

• Young Women’s Event, Sep 13-14 
   (flyer attached) 

• Virginia Conference UMW Annual 
Meeting, Oct 25-26, Keynote Speaker 
will be Harriet Jane Olson, General 
Secretary of UMW (flyer attached) 

• District UMW Advent Breakfast, 
December 8, at 9:30 a.m., First UMC 
Fox Hill. 

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend 
each of these. I believe you will find them to be 
blessings.  
  
At our Annual Meeting we will be voting on the 
following:   

2020 Proposed Budget for the YRD UMW 
The budget has been scrutinized based on past 
spending; therefore, it is very important that we 
receive the $3 per member for our AM&D 
budget. Our Pledge to Mission to Virginia 
Conference was increased from $69,500 in 2019 
to $70,000 in 2020. Please bring your unit’s 
pledge card to the meeting. 

Election and Installation of District Officers 
for 2020. Report from Nominations Chair, 
Sandra Harvey, is included.  
There will be a time of Candle Burning for 
those persons honored or memorialized in the 
units. Please send the total amount of money 
your unit collected to Joan Heaton, Treasurer. 
We will be remembering those members who 
have died since the last annual meeting. 
Please send attached form to Pat Fitzgerald, 
Membership, Nurture and Outreach Coordi- 
nator. Also, let her know if no members were 
lost due to death.  

Certificates for the Reading Program will be 
distributed. Please send your unit’s Reading 
Program Report for the period Sep 1, 2018 - 
Aug 31, 2019 to Anita Boucher, Secretary of 
Program Resources. Let her know if you have 
had no readers.  

Living into Our Purpose form (attached) should 
be submitted to Dana Dunham, Education 
and Interpretation Coordinator.  

Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented 
to recipient(s) and a contribution made to the 
Legacy Fund in her/their honor.  

Quarterly Reports to Treasurer are also due.  

Please adhere to the deadline of September 10, 
2019 for all of these reports. This is especially 
important since Annual Meeting is now a week 
earlier than in the past.  

Report from Nominations Committee for YRD 
UMW officers in 2020: 

Communications Chair: Nancy Gumbert, Wesley  
Nominations Chair: Vacant 
Members of Nominations Committee: 
Janet Taylor, Parkview 
Annie Scott, Chestnut Memorial 
The following officers are continuing on the 
District Mission Team for 2020:  

President: Sylvia Rumsey, First Hampton 
Vice-President: Mary Saylor, Wesley   
Secretary: Debbie McDaniels, St. James   
Treasurer: Joan Heaton, Grace   
Spiritual Growth: Amy Oliver, Chestnut Mem  
Education & Interpretation: Dana Dunham, 
Tabernacle, Poquoson 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach: 
Pat Fitzgerald, Wesley   
Social Action: Julianne Rosas, Lower 
Secretary of Program Resources: 
Anita Boucher, Chestnut Memorial   

Julianne Rosas is sharing the link for Just 
Energy 4All webinars coming up next month. 
This site has registration and the downloadable 
poster she shared at the Executive Meeting. 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-
energy-for-all 




