Welcome to Fall! May this season bring you Joy and Peace as you observe the splendor of
God’s creation and prepare yourself for the upcoming season of Advent.
Your District Mission Team has been busy the last several months as we prepared for a plethora
of events starting in September with our Annual Mini-Mission held with three sessions of study at Beulah
UMC. We found scholarships for a number of our Young Women to attend YWE at Camp Overlook
where five of the nineteen women were from the Richmond District. Worship and Praise UMC hosted
our UMW 47th Richmond District Annual meeting. Our guest, Melissa White, the Conference Spiritual
Growth Coordinator, brought us a message of renewal before she installed our five new officers for
2020. Everyone enjoyed Brenda NeSmith’s history presentation with pictures and stories of people who
have led and inspired the former Ashland District and Richmond District from 1973 through present day.
Ruth Wilkinson was recognized for her years of dedicated work with the United Methodist Women and
the UMC in various roles. We sent our praises up in song for all our women.
The District Mission team also worked with Reveille UMW to host the Conference UMW 47th
Annual Meeting at Reveille UMC in October. We are grateful for all the volunteers who gave of their time
for this event and thank the Reveille UMW for catering the meals during the meeting. Among the
sixteen Conference UMW Districts, Richmond received second place for the Candle Burning total of
$4,658.40. We also placed third in the number of Rainbow Givers this year with 15 people receiving
Rainbow pins for their contributions. In addition, the Richmond District was awarded second place for
the largest percentage increase in number of adult and youth readers. Keep up the good work readers!
If everyone reports their books read, I can see a first place in 2020. By the way, the
2020 reading program catalog with full descriptions of books is available only in digital format. You can
find it on line at: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
We are still saving stamps: Please remind your members of the following guidelines. “Stamps
must have a ¼-inch border all the way around. measure to be sure! First-class stamps only -- NO bulk
rate or presorted standard please! Stamps must not be damaged in any way -- e.g., if a corner is torn
off, don’t send it. “The money from our stamp sales will be going to our Pledge to Mission, no longer to
UMCOR. We will continue to collect these at District and Conference Meetings and send them on for
processing.
We welcome Jessica Hunt as the new Program Director of Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky
Mount, VA. Lisa Nichols has taken a new job in Sneedville, Tennessee at Jubilee.
In this WORD, you will find a document regarding proposed changes to the UMW Bylaws. It
reads in part:
“Proposed Changes to the United Methodist Women Bylaws: “Following General Conference
2019, members of United Methodist Women began to inquire about what would happen if a member,
local church, conference or jurisdiction chose to disaffiliate with The United Methodist Church. United
Methodist Women is committed to serving the needs of women, regardless of membership in The United
Methodist Church. While all possible situations cannot be predicted, the most probable situations are
discussed as it relates to serving in a leadership role within United Methodist Women.“

While we know the United Methodist, Church is going through a difficult process, we as United
Methodist Women have unity in our Purpose and our Mission Goals.

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church.
Out of the Purpose are four mission foci that relate to the mission initiatives and priorities of United
Methodist Women.
To be a community of women
To know God
To develop a creative and supportive fellowship
To expand concepts of mission
With God’s help we will continue together to live into our purpose and bring positive change to
our local, national and global communities of women, children and youth.
Peace,
Scotty Doyle

804-640-5355 sdoyle22@verizon.net

Dear Sisters:
I'm just going to take a few "thank you moments' to THANK EACH for your dedication for the mission
outreach you extend towards our Christian sisters and families as we visit with them in their churches,
and connect with each as we travel In Mission' on our 'On The Road Again In Mission Express' trips to
learn and support our sisters and brothers in their local missions, mission outreach, and make some
very special connections with Christian friends that results in closer new friends. Be proud of what is
happening around as we travel to learn and grow in Christian sisterhood and brotherhood together!!
Thank each of you as we make friends when we reach out with Christ's message to all!! Through all that
you have done locally and especially as we travel in outreach on our trips, but also our District Meetings
where we share His Love and ours to one another. New friends, neighbors and renewed friendships are
happening behind those hugs and smiles we receive. Yes, and as we all know God Is Good. Invite a
friend to come with you to your local meeting and even one of our District Meetings!!
Yes, this coming year see how many new friends you can invite to join you and us!! Also, Happy
Thanksgiving to you and your families!! Isn't God Good!!
Our last 2019 District UMW activity is our District Advent Service that will be held on Saturday,
December 7th at Forest Grove UMC in Hanover County, right off Rt.#33. WE ARE INDEED HAPPY TO
HAVE our own RICHMOND DS, Rev. Peter M. Moon, as our guest speaker. Registration 10AM and
Program 10:30-11:30AM. We will have a bus leaving from Bon Air UMC for anyone who wishes to ride
instead of driving. Also, if needed, we'll check out one on the northside of the river Blessings one & all.
Love,
Ruth Wilkinson

We sent $10,163.46 to the UMW Conference Treasurer for the third quarter.
1st Quarter

2nd Quarter

3rd Quarter

4t h Quarter

Year-to-Date

Mission

$ 9,049.72

9,828.95

9,445.51

$28,324.18

Designated
Gifts

$ 334.00

1,697.77

717.95

$ 2,749.72

OUR 2019 PLEDGE TO MISSION IS $48,000.00.
Effective immediately please send all UMCOR donations directly to the Virginia Conference office in
Glen Allen or to UMCOR directly. You can also send your UMCOR donations through your local church.
This is a reminder that the quarterly remittance forms are due to the district treasurer, Rosa Lewis, by
the 10th of the last month of each quarter. The due dates are by March 10th, by June 10th, by
September 10th, and by December 10th.
If you have any questions, please call me at 804-222-8480 or send me an e-mail at
olddenny@verizon.net.
Rosa Lewis, District Treasurer, Peace and Love

Thank you to all units who responded to my request for the names of your recently
deceased members. At our September 28 Richmond District Annual Meeting we were able to formally
recognize 52 of our sisters who had passed on to glory in the past year. Your responses made this
moving time in our service possible.
Between now and the beginning of 2020 I will be calling on you again, to complete the UMW Census for
2019. The Census is already available for you to review and complete at your convenience
at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019. There is a great video there to introduce the Census,
and I encourage you and your members to view and discuss it. Each year the online census has
become more focused and easier to complete. I will be sending all unit presidents via e-mail a set of
instructions for completing the census as soon as we have a complete list of 2020 officers. In the
meantime I encourage you to attend the Leadership Development Day on November 9 at St. Luke's,
where I will have hard copies of the UMW Census 2019 instructions available. As always, I am available
to assist with completing the census, especially if you do not have internet access.
I look forward to seeing you at Leadership Development Day and at our District Advent Service
December 7, 2019 at Forest Grove UMC.
Yours in mission,
Kathy Dictor
Membership Nurture and Outreach kbdictor@gmail.com (804) 932-3247 (H) (804) 389-2491 (C)

Our United Methodist heritage reflects a history of commitment to social justice and social action. As our
Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church states, “For Wesley there is no religion but social
religion, no holiness but social holiness.” We have the opportunity every day to be aware of, and
respond to, issues that especially affect our most vulnerable brothers and sisters. In January 2020, we
have two special opportunities to demonstrate hope and love in action. They are:
Wednesday, January 22, 2020 is the date for “A Day for All People,” the General Assembly Day for the
Interfaith Center for Public Policy, of which the United Methodist Women is represented on its board. We
will meet at Centenary United Methodist Church, located in downtown Richmond, to prepare for our
subsequent visit to Capitol Square with our legislators.
Thursday, January 30, 2020 is the date for “United Methodist Day at the General Assembly,” a longstanding event in this conference initiated by United Methodist Women. We will meet at Pace Center for
Campus and Community Ministry at Virginia Commonwealth University on Wednesday evening for a
time of fellowship and briefings and then join together on Thursday morning to prepare for our time at
Capitol Square with our legislators. (Information flyer & registration link included in this issue of the
WORD.)
I long to see you at either or both events so we can “walk the talk” together.
Wenda Singer
Mission Coordinator for Social Action.

Thank you to everyone who submitted a “Living Into Our Purpose” form for your unit, sharing what you
are doing to show the love of Christ in your communities and around the world. At our District Annual
Meeting, certificates were presented to 19 Gold Units, 1 Silver Unit, and 5 Bronze Units. There are no
changes for 2020, so I encourage all unit leaders to use the form and our Purpose to guide your mission
awareness and outreach in the new year. A copy of the LIOP form is included in this WORD with
contact information for Debbie Dietrich, your new ME&I Coordinator.
Time can play tricks on us. When I was told that this is my fourth year serving as your coordinator for
Mission Education and Interpretation, I had to check my records! I really thought it had been just three
years. I have enjoyed my time in this office, learning more about the mission work of our United
Methodist Women, communicating with you by phone and at district and conference gatherings, and
getting to know so many wonderful women on Ruth’s mission bus trips. Well, the only thing changing for
me will be my title, as I will be co-vice president with Ruth in 2020, so I will still be able to serve on the
District Mission Team.
As I transition into my new role, I want to invite you all to join us for the District Day Apart on Saturday,
January 25, 2020, at Richmond Hill Retreat Center, overlooking the city. I will be pleased to welcome
our retreat leader, Ellen Stamps, my former pastor’s wife, best known for her years as Corrie ten Boom’s
nurse and companion. The registration form is in this issue of the WORD.
Thanks again for all you are doing! I wish you all a very Happy Thanksgiving and a Holy Christmas!

Blessings, Barbara Tuttle btuttle48@verizon.net 804-271-2289

2020 UMW Richmond District and UMW VA. Conference Dates

January 25, Saturday

DAY APART RETREAT, Richmond Hill
(Registration form attached)

January 30, Thursday

UMDAY at General Assembly,
Registration: online only: http://www.vaumc.org/UMDay
(Information flyer attached)

February 22, Saturday
(rain date Feb. 29th)

Racial Justice Event, Wesley Memorial UMC

March 30, Monday

UMW Census Deadline,

April 4, Saturday

Prayer Breakfast, Highland Springs UMC

April 17-19

SJ Meeting in Mobile, Alabama

May 15-17

Spiritual Life Retreat
W.E. Wertz 4-H Educational Conference Center,
Wirtz, VA

June 6, Saturday

UMW Day at Ferrum

June 18-20

Virginia UMC Annual Conference, Roanoke, VA

June 19, Friday

UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference

July 24-26

Mission Encounter, Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center

September 12, Saturday

Richmond District Mini Mission Event

September 11-12

Young Women’s Event, Camp Overlook
Keezletown, VA

September 26, Saturday

Richmond District Annual Meeting

October 24, Saturday

UMW Conference 48th Annual Meeting
Smith Mountain 4-H Camp,

November TBD

Leadership and Training Day

Dec 5

Advent Service

RICHMOND DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

DAY APART
Leader: Ellen De Kroon Stamps
Saturday, January 25, 2020
9 am – 3:30 pm
Richmond Hill Retreat Center, Richmond, VA
2209 E. Grace Street, Richmond VA 23223
Deadline to Register: Saturday, January 11, 2020

Name: _______________________________Telephone____________________
Street: _______________________________Email: _______________________
City: _________________________________State: ______ Zip: _____________
Join us for a retreat to re-center our focus for the new year in study, reflection, and joining Richmond
Hill in a cycle of prayer. Bring your friends and make the experience even better.
Bring with you: your Bible, pen(s) and journal.
We are honored to have as our leader, Ellen De Kroon Stamps, best known for her years as nurse and
companion to Corrie ten Boom during the time that The Hiding Place book and movie were completed.
Registration Fee: $25.00 (includes lunch)

Make Check payable to: Richmond District UMW
Notation: Day Apart
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2020
Send registration form and check to:
Scotty Doyle
14401 Savage View Place
Midlothian, VA 23112-4439
Phone 804-744-3034
email: sdoyle22@verizon.net

SEJ TRIP AND TOUR TO MOBILE, ALABAMA
April 15 – 22, 2020
The bus to Mobile, Alabama, is ready to go. If you want to go or know of anyone who
would like to go with us, please share this information. We start out on Wednesday, April 15
and arrive at The Hampton Inn & Suites Knoxville-Turkey Creek, TN, in time to freshen up for a
delicious 3-course dinner at Lakeside Tavern. After a breakfast in the hotel Thursday, we depart
for Mobile and our hotel for the next 5 days, Renaissance Mobile Riverview Plaza (which is
connected to the Mobile Convention Center via a skybridge). Before our meeting begins
Friday, we will take a tour of Mobile.
Price for the bus, hotel, and tour: (Circle one)
Double $1495.00

Triple/Quad $1375.00

Single $1995.00

I need the following information. Please be prompt in answering.
Name/Address/Phone:__________________________________________________________
_
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
__
Email
Address:_________________________________________________________________
1. You will meet the bus at:
____ Newport News ___ Mechanicsville

___ Staunton ___Lexington

___Salem

2. Roommate(s): (Name/District)
1. _____________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________
_____ You would like for me to find you roommate(s): Check number desired.
______ 1
______2
______3
First deposit of $350 (+$90 for insurance) as soon as possible but not later than November 3,
2019
Write check to and return with this form
Joyce Winston, 2411 E. Pembroke Avenue, Hampton, VA 23664-1243
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Assembly Registration is separate from the bus trip. You are
responsible for your registration; I’ll help if you need me.
I look forward to seeing you on the bus and sharing a wonderful time!
JOYCE WINSTON, (757) 851-6897, buckrowbeach@gmail.com
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