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Please send your articles to:
Marilyn Johnson
449 Nelson Lane
Charlotte C. H., VA 23923 or
Email—johnma7@live.com
This newsletter is for all District Unit members. If you
have something that your
Unit is doing and would like to
share with other Units, please
send them to me.
Thank you for all that you do
to make this a wonderful District.

Happy New
Year To All,
I know everyone needed a rest after a
quick and busy Christmas and I hope you
have gotten a good rest and are ready to
begin a brilliant new year. We have
been doing lots of planning and will be
doing more this month.
Our Prayer Breakfast will be held on
March 9 at Brian’s Restaurant in South
Hill. Our Mission Focus will be the
Wings ministry which is done at several
churches but mainly coordinated from
the South Hill UMC. Women make kits
for girls and women who are restricted
from attending school and other public
events during their menstrual period.
The reusable kits allow them to maintain sanitation and go to public events.
On April 27, we will have our Mission
Study at Mount Pleasant Church, the
home church of our vice president.
Becky’s church will be our host and provide lunch. This is a “no charge” event
and our speaker will be a retired missionary. More will be on this later in the
newsletter.
Our Annual Meeting will be held on September 25 tentatively at Journey. This
will be an opportunity to see how a new
church begins, as Journey is our newest
church in the Farmville District.
We still hope to plan an event for “Day
Apart”, perhaps in November. If any

church has ideas of a fun and festive
thing to do please let me know. Of
course, all of us in our individual Units
will be working hard on our own projects throughout the year. Some of you
may want to share one of your projects
with us for the Linkette.
The Virginia Conference also has its regular events line up for the year. Spiritual
Life Retreat will be held on May 3-5, Ferrum Day on June 1, UMW Breakfast at
Annual Conference on June 15, Mission
Encounter at Smith Mountain Lake on
July 26-28 and VA UMW Annual Conference on October 26 in Richmond. I
should have Annual Conference Breakfast Tickets by the first of April. I will
have more information on all Conference Events after March 30.
As our year begins let’s try to make this
a great year of sharing and caring with
each other. We enjoy our United Methodist Women so much more when we
share activities and fellowship with each
other.
1 Thessalonians 3:12 reminds us, “And
may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for
all, just as we abound in love for you.”
We are reminded of Christ’s love for us
when he gave up his life and the disciples who gave up their personal lives so
they could spread the love of Christ to
us. Without this early love from God,
(Continued on page 2)
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Jesus Christ, the disciples, and all those who followed
them, would be without the eternal hope of salvation.
Without love we can only feel empty and sad, but with
God’s love, our love for others can grow abundantly as
we learn to live in God’s love, through God’s love, and
reflecting God’s love. May God’s love and peace be with
all of you throughout this year and throughout your entire life.
Mary Fulton, President Farmville District United Methodist Women

Happy New Year
to each of you!
This time each year prompts most people to reflect on themselves and their
lives. We review events of the past year (s), inventory
our health, and ponder over relationships. Most likely,
we want to make changes, some drastic and others subtle. To me, this is the definition of personal growth. As
Christians, we engage in this process whenever we take
communion, observe a baptism, welcome a member into
our church, and countless other times throughout the
year. Reflection of our faith and our relationship with
God, allows us to grow spiritually. How fortunate we are
to have a ‘New Year’s’ experience countless times
throughout the year!!
As some of you may already know, my church (Mt. Pleasant) is hosting the Mission Study this year in April. The
ladies are very excited to meet you all and have you come
visit us. We hope to see you there!
Plans for the Fall Meeting are already in progress. The
date is September 25th and Rev. Sylvia Meadows will be
our speaker. Music will be provided by soloist Angel Spencer. The location is being finalized this week and I will
provide more details as they become available.
Prayers are being sent up for Jane Smith. I spoke with her
last week and she is still hoping to host the Prayer Breakfast in March. She is in severe pain from the broken ribs

however and has another surgery on an unrelated issue
to endure before then. As usual, she had positive things
to say about her recovery and God’s plan for her to continue his work. She is a strong lady as you all know, but
she is requesting our prayers for her at this time.
It is my sincere hope each of you have a peaceful and productive year filled with love and God’s blessings.

Becky Thompson, Vice-President

Happy New Year!!!
As we begin the new year, I find
the words of this Irish Blessing most appropriate:
May there always
be work for your hands to do.
May your purse always
Hold a coin or two.
May the sun always
Shine on your windowpane.
May a rainbow
Be certain to follow each rain.
May the hand
Of a friend always be near you.
May God fill your
Heart with gladness to cheer you.
Wishing one and all continued blessings as we begin
2019!
Brenda Gee, Secretary

Happy New Year!!
I can't believe that a new year has begun! Welcome to all
the new unit officers, especially the Treasurers. As soon
as I receive the updated list, I will be sending out a letter
with some information and some blank forms. If you
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
reach out to me either by phone:
434-349-9537 (home), 434-390-8279 (cell) or by email:
ebiehines@embarqmail.com
It is with great pleasure that I announce that the
Farmville District met, and exceeded, their 2018 Pledge despite the fact that we lost more units during the year.
Thank you all for stepping up to the plate and getting
(Continued on page 3)
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your reports to me! God is good, all the time!!
Remittance reports will be due the same dates as always:
March 10th, June 10th, Sept. 5th, and Dec. 5th. Your
reports need to be in my hands by these dates because I
have to prepare my reports for the Conference Treasurer
by a particular date so she can have her reports ready to
send.
I look forward to seeing a lot of you at the Prayer Breakfast in March!!! Enjoy your winter!

term from 2020-2021. If you are interested in serving on
the Leadership Team for our District or want more information on the duties of the officers, please contact one
of the members of the Nominating Committee. The
members of this Committee are Ruby Anderson (434-949
-7979), Faye Asal (434-392-6213), Betsey Davis (804-3070369), Linda Garrison (434-636-3995) and me (434-7369241). We hope to hear from you.
Betsy Hamner, Nominating Chair

New Years greetings

~Ebie Hines, Treasurer

AS we close out 2018 let us
think of all of our accomplishments from last year.
Save the date: Saturday, April 27, 2019 for our Mission
Study at Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church located at 5083 Mount Pleasant Road, Meherrin, Virginia
23954. Our study leader will be the Reverend Nancy Robinson. She taught the class “Embracing Wholeness” at
the Mission Encounter last summer. Registration begins
at 9:30 am and the study is from 10:00am to 12:00pm
with lunch following in the social hall. The menu is
baked ham, string beans, potato salad, rolls and dessert
with coffee, tea and lemonade to
drink.

Our mission project will be canned
and/or boxed food for the local food
pantries.
Laura Jane Rash, E & I

Nominations Committee
I hope the new year has gotten off
to a good start for you. As members of UMW, we should
look at the past as we celebrate our 150th birthday, and
we must also look to the future. We must not be discouraged with the problems we see with UMW. We as
individuals have to do our part to put faith, hope, and
love in action in our individual lives. We have so many
opportunities to do this. One opportunity that is available to you is to serve as a District Officer for a two-year

To all, and for each I hope it’s off to a
good start.
May I share a few thoughts I’ve had the past month as I
continue to recover from a bad fall that clouded my holiday season.

I have learned there are things one experiences in pain
and loss that cannot be discovered any other way. Of
course, we’d rather not endure it, but we have no option, and as the agony persists, our faith is immediately
tested. A clasp of the hand — not from the doctor or
nurse — is felt in the darkest hour and there’s no doubt
it’s the presence of Jesus bringing hope and comfort.
“Lo, I am with you always” are words I clearly heard in
the darkest moments. They were words of great comparison, a transforming grace from One who understood
agony and pain.
Over and over I thought of the verse from 2 Corinthians
4:17, “Our light and momentary troubles are far outweighed by the eternal glory His presence brings.” Yes,
our faith will be tested and many lessons will be learned,
but when flat on the back, one is comforted knowing The
Great Physician heads the medical team that brings recovery.
May God continue to bless you and the endeavors of
your UMW in the New Year. I do hope you’ll be represented at our March 9th Prayer Breakfast.
Blessings and love,
Jane Smith, Spiritual Growth
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FARMVILLE DISTRICT UMW PRAYER BREAKFAST
THEME FOR THE DAY – WALKING WITH JESUS
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2019
REGISTRATION - 8:15 a.m.
BREAKFAST - 9:00 a.m.
$12.00 for breakfast plus $3 for registration= Total Cost is $15.00
Buffet Breakfast : eggs, bacon, hash browns, biscuits, toast, fruit, coffee, tea
AT BRIANS’S STEAKHOUSE
625 EAST ATLANTIC STREET
SOUTH HILL, VA 23970
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 25, 2018
OFFERING WILL GO TO MISSION GIVING
FOCUS OFFERING WILL BE FOR WINGS MINISTRY AND INCLUDES WALMART GIFT CERTIFICATES,
PANTIES FOR GIRLS SIZE 12-16 AND WOMEN SIZE 5 & 6, 1 OR MORE YARDS OF COTTON CLOTH, CLOTHESPINS, REGULAR SAFETY PINS LARGE SIZE, ZIPPER PLASTIC FREEZER BAGS GALLON SIZE, THREAD, AND THIN
WASHCLOTHS FOR QUICK DRYING

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING FORM:

****************************************************************************
NAME(S) OF THOSE ATTENDING: ________________________ _______________________
________________________ ______________________ ___________________________
________________________ ______________________ ___________________________
NAME AND PHONE NUMBER OF CONTACT PERSON _________________________________
CHURCH/CHARGE ____________________________________________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FDUMW FOR $15.00 PER PERSON.
MAIL REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT TO: CAROL FIELDS, 114 Lakasie Drive, Farmville, VA
23901, 434-223-7590
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FOCUS GIVING – WINGS MINISTRY
For each large group meeting our District UMW selects a ministry that we give material goods to support their
accomplishments in that ministry. This Prayer Breakfast we have chosen a new ministry, “WINGS” to support. The
WINGS ministry is a ministry to help girls and women become more outgoing and productive in their societies. Many
countries lack the necessary sanitary supplies for girls and women to use during their monthly cycle time. Their societies prohibit women to leave their homes during that time period if they appear to have any signs of their menstrual
cycle, leaving these females homebound and missing work and school during ¼ of each month. WINGS provides the
means to deal with the situation and allow the females a fuller life.
South Hill ladies have spearheaded the initiative in this area to make kits to help females in many third world
countries. Susan Carroll has a group of women working with her to provide over 2000 kits so far in the past 3 years.
Some of our other churches have also started to work on this project too, either with the South Hill group or on their
own. We would like as a District to help them with the supplies.
The group leader in South Hill has shared some history and information about their new ministry.
Presently we are working from our beautiful sewing room, loaned to us and located in the Sunday School Annex Building, second floor of South Hill United Methodist Church. We have about twenty woman, from different denominations,
working on the kits, although an average of six to twelve work on any given Tuesday morning. We have plenty of donations of cotton fabric for our shields and drawstring bags, thanks to the Missions Committee and Upper Room Ministries sales of the South Hill United Methodist Church, as well as others who have heard about our project. Other Methodist churches who have supported us with donations are Clover UMC, Providence UMC, LaCrosse UMC, and Jamison
Memorial UMC. Last year our contributions came mainly from a onetime grant of $5,000 by the South Hill Rotary Club.
Each kit cost a minimum of $7. The expense of the kits come mainly from the purchase of:

•

Girls and ladies underpants- (Girls Underpants run about $1 a pair, women's about $1.33 a pair) Each kits requires two pairs of panties.

•

Flannel- Each kit requires about 1 yard of flannel (which we buy on sale at an average of $3. a yard)

•

Cotton fabric 1 yard of cotton (we buy on sale or an average of $2. a yard)

•

PUL - (a plastic substance which we sew into each shield to help prevent leakage) This runs about $.40 per kit

•

2 washcloth, 4 clothespins, 2 safety pins, 1 bar of hotel size soap, & 2 freezer Zip-lock bags per kit. This runs
about $.85 per kit.

2019 will begin our fourth year of sewing. Since we now have our own room at the church, we have been able to increase our production from 300 kits in 2016 to 600 kits last year; to about 1,300 kits sent out to the mission fields this
year! As the word gets out to more church groups going on mission trips, we have plenty of requests for the kits. Currently we are working on the last 100 of the requested 400 kits for Kenya which are scheduled to leave next spring. Our
goal for 2019 is to maintain or increase the 1300 orders of 2018. We are managing to keep up with the orders which
come from different personal church mission trips as well as established missionaries.
Our expenses have grown rapidly, because of the increase in interest in both the making of the kits and the sending of
them to the mission fields. I would appreciate any consideration of help in order to continue this ministry.
Gratefully,
Susan Carroll
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Program Resources Report
I hope that you are starting the new
year with an increased focus on
getting closer to God during the coming year. One way we can do this is
by reading books which not only expand our knowledge of
various issues involving women, children and youth, but
also reading ones which challenge us to look at mission
work in a new way. The books on the UMW Reading Program list do exactly that! Set a goal of earning at least a
Plan I Reading Program certificate this year and find books
that will help you achieve your goal as well as spark conversations with other women in your circles. Plan I involves
reading only five books between now and September (one
from each specific area) and also
regularly reading Response magazine.

As many of you are now aware,
Response magazine has gone from
monthly issues to being sent to
subscribers every other month.
With the change, the national office staff members are
hoping to increase their online offerings to keep units
abreast of what is going on around the world in those “off”
months. I noticed when looking at the current January/
February 2019 issue that there were no articles for the
state of Virginia listed in the 2018 magazine index. If your
group is doing something special as part of your mission
outreach, please consider sending in an article with or
without pictures or even a picture with a caption to be
published in the “Bright Lights” section of the magazine. I
know there are lots of good things going on across the district and we need to share that information as a way to
inspire other units around the world.
Please don’t hesitate to call or write if you need something.

I would like to thank all of the members of the District
UMW Leadership Team for all the work that they have
done and will be doing this coming year. Some of our
members on the team have loss loved ones, or had health
problems, accidents and kept on with their jobs for the
district. They show the love of the Lord and the willingness
to “walk the walk” through all the sadness and trials that
was before them. Bless them all.
As we go through this year I pray that
we will have a great productive year
by accomplishing all of our projects
by God’s will. There is so much that
we can do and should do, but we also
need the be careful that we do not
take on more than we should and
then become overwhelmed and unable to finish what we
have took on. It never hurts to ask for help. A lot of people would be more than happy to help if asked. “Ask and
you shall receive.”
I am looking into using “mail chimp” or another company
for mass mailing our newsletters this year in hopes that
this will work better than regular email. If someone
knows of any other companies or has some ideas for the
newsletter and ways to mail them, please let me know. I
am open to any and all ideas.
Remember, this newsletter is not just for the District Officers but for all District Members. If your Unit is having an
event or had an event, please send this information with/
without pictures to Marilyn Johnson, 449 Nelson Lane,
Charlotte Court House, VA or johnma7@live.com.

Lisa Davis

Thank you and God bless you all,

(804) 387-2356 lisa.blanton62@gmail.com

Marilyn Johnson,
Communication Coordinator
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Calendar of Events
2019

January 26

Leadership Team meeting at Crenshaw 9:30am

March 9

Prayer Breakfast at Brian’s Steak House in South Hill. Registration at 8:30am.

April 7

Linkette articles due to Marilyn Johnson

April 17

Linkette published

April 27

Mission Study at Mt. Pleasant UMC, Meherrin, VA

May 3-5

Spiritual Life Retreat at Eagle Eyrie

May 4

Leadership Team meeting at Crenshaw 9:30am

June 8

UMW Day at Ferrum College

June 14-16

VA Annual Conference in Roanoke

June 15

UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference

July 10

Linkette articles due to Marilyn

July 17

Linkette published

July 26-27

Mission Encounter

August 5

Leadership Team Meeting at Crenshaw 9:30am

September 25

District Annual Meeting at Journey

October 10

Linkette articles due to Marilyn

October 17

Linkette published

October 26

UMW Conference Annual Meeting

November2

District Leadership Team Meeting at Crenshaw at 9:30am
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