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A message from UMW District President, Phyllis Geoghegan
Truth, a key word in our church’s vocabulary, as well as our country’s.
Truth is a part of our United Methodist Women’s Legacy. We must take a
stand for what is right and truthful. I was recently reminded of a Charles
Spurgeon quote “Discernment is not a matter of simply telling the
difference between what is right and what is wrong; rather it is the
difference between right and almost right.” Sometimes when we have so
many issues/concerns before us, it is hard to discern the right ones for us
to take a stand for or against.
I’m so grateful that I had the opportunity to read Dot Ravenhorst’s legacy
story during our pledge service. It is about women in our Virginia
Conference taking a stand for the Charter for Racial Justice. The story
takes place in May 1965 when I was graduating from high school. (I hope
you have already had this program in your unit. If not, please do the parts that will bring this alive for
you).
Dot tells about Peg Tyrrell, who was our Conference President then, taking a great risk trying to get
the Charter adopted at that time when so many were divided about segregation. Peg stepped down
from her duties and let the Vice President be in charge so she herself could use her persuasive and
passionate presentation using her best theology to lead to a victorious vote. Peg and Dot, our Virginia
women, standing up and speaking out the truth, allowing for the rights of all to be protected. Thank
you, thank you.
Now , dear members of today’s Roanoke and Virginia Conference United Methodist Women, we must
study issues: spiritual, political, societal and others in the light of His Word and much prayer. Without
knowing truth, we cannot serve Christ as He intends for us to do in today’s complex society. As our
Assembly leaders told us over and over, we must BE Bold, seek truth, and serve our Lord when and
where He calls. “ I am the way, the truth and the life…” John 14:6 “You will know the truth and the
truth will make you free.” John 8:32
May the Lord bless you and keep you, may His face shine upon you and give you peace.
Phyllis

Social Action, Ann Seddon
United Methodist General Assembly Day
Thursday, January 31, dawned very cold
but sunny. It was United Methodist
General Assembly Day in our capitol,
Richmond. Carolyn Barnes and I arrived
at Bon Air UMC at 7 am ready for the nice
breakfast the church men had prepared.
Instructions for the day were given and
shortly after 8, we were on a bus headed
for the Capital in downtown Richmond.
Since the administrative building that held
all the offices of the senators and
representatives and the committee meeting
Carolyn Barnes and Ann Seddon at Bon Air UMC
rooms was under reconstruction, we went to
the Pocahontas Building on Main Street across from the Capital. There we went through security
and picked up the calendars for the day’s meetings. We had two appointments lined up with our
senator, John Edwards, and with Creigh Deeds, our guide’s senator. These were both very
informative and interesting. We learned that Senator Edwards had early on considered being a
Methodist minister! We gave each of them a packet filled with information about the Virginia
Interfaith Center and the UM churches’ concerns on different issues. All of the people at General
Assembly Day were asked to contact their district’s reps and ask them to vote for the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

To oppose SB1024 that would allow guns in houses of worship
To support Refundable Earned Income Tax Credit when it comes up in budget talks
To support SB1013 to stop suspension of driver’s license for nonpayment of fines or court costs
To support strengthening Virginia’s Laws Against Wage Theft

Before these meetings, we sat in on the Education and Health Committee. We especially enjoyed
seeing how bills are presented and listening as pro and con advocates present their arguments.
Carilion Clinic and local City and County officials spend a lot of time in Richmond making their
appeals for various laws affecting our area.
We returned to Bon Air for a nice box lunch and afternoon speakers. The Virginia Conference and
The Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy work together to provide information and ways to
advocate for those issues that the Methodist Church espouses. The head of this group is Kim Bobo
who is known all over the United States for her knowledge of faith-based advocacy. We also heard
from Kendyl Crawford, Director of Virginia Interfaith Power and Light, an affiliate of VICPP, which
works to grow healthy communities and advance climate justice through education, advocacy, and
worship.
Carolyn and I have attended United Methodist General Assembly Day for almost 20 years. Our dear
friend, Evelyn Byrd, got us interested and we both find the whole experience educational and
interesting. The crowd was much smaller this year, but the organization and opportunities were the
best we have ever encountered. I hope you will consider going to this event next year to learn more
about advocating for social change. Below are listed the websites that help educate we Methodist
women about Virginia government and issues.
www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org and contactus@vaipl.org

Treasurer, Karen Lee
Greetings,
It is time to send in the 1st quarter remittance. The Administrative &
Membership Development fund amount is still $3.00 per person.
Please send this first remittance to me at: 60 Canterbury Circle,
Roanoke, VA 24019 by March 5, 2019.
Also, please note that my email address has changed to
rugmaker51@gmail.com. Going forward I would appreciate if you
could use the new email.
Thanks.

Program Resources/Reading Program, Mona Tolley
We have certainly had the weather to grab those
turtlenecks, warm fuzzy socks and a pretty fleece
blanket! Then just curl up with hot cocoa in one
hand and a UMW Reading Program book in the
other. Gotta stay warm and informed!
The new 2019 books are interesting and
entertaining – so be sure to take a look at the list.
Plus there are still so many good books remaining
on the 2014 – 2018 list.
As a reminder, 2013 books dropped off the Reading
List on December 31, 2018. So you might ask, what
do I do with the old books? Suggestion: The Conference Reading Program will gladly take them to
sell at the Spring Spiritual Life Retreat. Let me know if you are interested.

As you read during the year, record your books as you finish them. It makes it so much easier on
you. I do have Recording Program Forms; let me know if you need one. Copies may also be made
from the originals.
Now for some figures . . . In 2017, our District read 396 books. Last year, 2018, we read 457
books – an increase of 61 books! When we attended the Conference Annual Meeting this past
October, it was stated that 7,456 Reading Program books were read across the Conference. Our
Roanoke District was recognized for being the District in 2nd place for having the largest %
increase in persons completing Reading Program plans. This was a 20% increase over 2017 –
YEA !! Let’s strive in 2019 to be the District with the largest increase in number of readers and
books read.

If you have questions or need resources, please feel free to e-mail or call me. As we enter into the
third month of the New Year – LETS KEEP ON READING – EVEN MORE.
May you all be Blessed!

Education and Interpretation, Bobbie Rust
LEGACY FUND
At the Roanoke District annual meeting in October I challenged each Roanoke Unit to contribute
$150.00 to the Legacy Fund by March 23, 2019. This could be through individual donations, money
from your budget, or a special fund raiser. Suggestions for fund raisers could be a silent auction at a
meeting, a yard sale or a special fund raiser dinner. The name of the units meeting this goal will be
published in the next Newsette.
Do remember that the 150th anniversary of the United Methodist Women is March 23, 2019.
Consider observing this thru a special UMW Day on that Sunday or the Sunday prior or even with an
anniversary cake at your meeting that month. This is your opportunity to ensure that United
Methodist Women continue with a presence in women and children and continue the work of those
before us.
LIVING INTO OUR PURPOSE
Update Living Into Our Purpose forms can be found at:
https://www.vaumw.com/conference/education-interpretation and are also attached in a
separate attachment to the Newsette email and included with the mailed copies.
Contact me if you have any questions.

Membership and Outreach, Shirley Brown

2018 UMW Census

2018 Census - Our first responsibility for
this year is to encourage local unit
presidents or the coordinators for
Membership Nurture and Outreach to
complete the 2018 United Methodist
Women census. In addition to membership numbers as of January 1, 2019, this
year, the census is focused on gathering
information that will inform the National,
Conference and District leadership on
local efforts in order to plan for growth,
outreach and impact.

The census submission deadline for the Roanoke District is MARCH 15. The instructions and the
form are online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. Click on the icon for “Census 2018.” There is an
instructional video with the census form below it. When you click “Submit” at the end of the census,
a “Thank you” will immediately pop up. If it doesn’t, please go back through the report to find any
error messages.
The United Methodist Women will never share contact information outside the organization without
permission.

If you need assistance, please reach out to Shirley Brown or Phyllis Geoghegan for help.
THANK YOU for taking the time to complete this important task. We appreciate YOU for helping us
achieve 100% participation.

Some important UMW dates for 2019
Roanoke District
2019
March 5: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to NEW District Treasurer.
April 13: District UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, Crockett Spring UMC and Alta Mons, Shawsville
May 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
June 5: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
July 20: District Team Finance and Planning Meeting - 9:30 AM, St. Marks UMC, Daleville
August 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
August 25: District Open Executive Team Meeting - 3:00 PM, Location TBD
September 1: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
September 15: Deadline for Reporting to Reading Program, Living Into Our Purpose and
Deceased Members to District team
October 19: District UMW Day– First UMC, Salem 8:30 AM
November 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
December 5: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
Virginia Conference
2019
May 3-5: Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, Eagle Eyrie
June 1: UMW Day at Ferrum College
June 21: Annual Conference UMW Breakfast, Holiday Day Inn, Roanoke Valley View
July 26-28: Mission Encounter, 4-H Center, Smith Mountain Lake
September 13-14: Conference UMW Young Women’s Retreat, Camp Overlook, Keezletown
October 26: Conference UMW 47th Annual Meeting, Reveille UMC, Richmond
——————————————Mark your calendars for Southeast Jurisdiction UMW Conference April 17-19, 2020 in Mobile, AL
Questions regarding the calendar can be directed to: Carolyn Barnes, Roanoke District UMW, VP

SAVE THE DATE: Mission Encounter 2019
Mission Encounter 2019 will again be held at the W.E. Skelton
4-H Center at Smith Mountain Lake. Dates are July 26 to 28.
Classes offered will be:




The Radical Discipleship of Mark
UMW Anniversary Class
What About Our Money

Great instructors will be leading; your comments have been
taken into consideration. Watch for more information soon.
See you there!
Marilyn Blagg, Mission Encounter Dean

Your Roanoke District UMW Team 2019
President
Phyllis Geoghegan (Blacksburg)
220 Slate Creek Dr.
Christiansburg, VA 24073
540-382-1545
Phyllisg9@verizon.net

Membership, Nurture and Outreach
Shirley Brown (Asbury)
525 Hemlock St.
Christiansburg, VA 24073
540-382-3054
Bro5Shirl@aol.com

Vice President
Carolyn Barnes (Greene Memorial)
2020 Carolina Ave. Unit #208
Roanoke, VA 24014
540-342-6067
Ebarnes428@aol.com

Program Resources/Reading Program
Ramona Tolley (St. Marks)
3374 Read Mountain Rd.
Roanoke, VA 24019
540-992-3496 (H) 540-556-5238 (C)
monamax@aol.com

Secretary
Louise Miller (Raleigh Court)
1917 Avon Rd. S.W.
Roanoke, VA 24015
540-343-7529
rolmiller119@gmail.com

Communications
Cindy Martin (Cave Spring)
5566 Westbriar Court
Roanoke, VA 24018
540-776-0993 (H) 540-353-3412 (C)
RoanokeUMW@gmail.com

Treasurer
Karen Lee (St. Marks)
60 Canterbury Circle
Roanoke VA 24019
540-992-2082
rugmaker51@gmail.com

Nominations Chair
Connie Young (Cave Spring)
3045 McVitty Forest Dr #210
Roanoke VA 24018
540-989-9416

Spiritual Growth
Karen Dinkins (Cave Spring)
154 Summit Way
Roanoke VA 24014
540-598-6362
kdinkins0805@gmail.com

Nominations Committee
Sylvia Bishop (Asbury)
Janice Phillips (Raleigh Court)
Lou Talbott (Blacksburg)
Helen Watson (Northview)

Education and Interpretation
Bobbie Rust (Cave Spring)
1801 Northwoods Lane
Salem, VA 24153
540-387-9139
AUG59@aol.com
Social Action
Ann Seddon (Greene Memorial)
2208 S. Jefferson St.
Roanoke, VA 24014
540-774-3873
Anseddon6@gmail.com

Communications, Cindy Martin
An abundance of information is available :
National UMW news:
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
Virginia UMW news:
https://www.vaumw.com/
District UMW news:
http://roanokeumc.org/page.php?pg=missions

District UMW Directory
We are in the process of compiling an updated
Roanoke District UMW Directory. If you have
not done so already, please sent your unit’s
leadership information including office, name,
address, phone number and email to:
RoanokeUMW@gmail.com or to: Cindy
Martin, 5566 Westbriar Ct. Roanoke, VA 24018.
It is important that we have a current list of your
unit’s leadership so we can communicate with
them in a timely manner. Include as many
accurate email addresses as possible.

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose Purpose is
to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Roanoke District UMW Day October 13, 2018
Over 100 Women
gathered at
Southview UMC for
Roanoke District
UMW Day 2018.
Sarah Stephens was
the featured Prayer
Breakfast speaker,
bringing a thoughtful
message.

Thanks to those who
have faithfully served
and are now leaving
the District leadership
team— Jan Dickins
and Andree Brooks.

During the Business
portion, your 2019
District Executive Team
was introduced and
installed.

Days for Girls Workshop at Northview UMC

ober 13, 2018

