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A message from UMW District President, Phyllis Geoghegan
UMW Assembly 2018 and
Our Four Priority Social Justice Issues
In May, Ramona Tolley, Karen Lee, Louise Miller, Janice Phillips and
I were blessed to be able to represent the Roanoke District at the
UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. There were many opportunities
for community gatherings for worship and hearing insightful speakers, fellowship, participatory workshops and The Experience Hall,
which included the 150th Journey Exhibit looking through the Past,
Present and Future. Part of The Experience Hall was dedicated to
social justice immersion/action spaces.
United Methodist Women mission priority issues for the 2016-2020
quadrennium are:
Economic Inequality “We support measures that would reduce the concentration of wealth
in the hands of a few…” (The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016)
United Methodist Women is advocating for legislation that builds a living wage in at least 25
states and municipalities. Twenty one percent of children live in households with incomes
below the federal poverty level.
Climate Justice “All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we
use and abuse it. Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and
space are to be valued and conserved because they are useful to human beings…” (The
Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016) United Methodist Women is advocating for a 25% reduction of carbon emissions by the top two contributing industries. The
poorest people in industrialized and developing nations suffer the worst effects of climate
change. About 70% of the world’s poor are women and children.
Mass Incarceration and Criminalization of Communities of Color “We recognize racism as
sin and affirm the ultimate and temporal worth of all persons…” (The Book of Discipline
of the United Methodist Church, 2016) United Methodist Women is interrupting the school-toprison pipeline by working for a 25% reduction in school arrests and the redesigning of school
zero-tolerance policies that place children on an adversarial path with law enforcement. In the
U.S. today, one in 15 African American children and one in 42 Latino children have a parent in
prison, as compared to one in 111 white children.
Continued on next page

message from UMW District President, continued
Maternal and Child Health “…John 10:10 says, ‘I came so that they could have life—
indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest.’…Health care is a basic human
right…” (The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016) United Methodist
Women is working to decrease maternal mortality by calling for the establishment of Maternal
Mortality Review Committees in every state and building a network of maternal and child
health advocates to fight for comprehensive reproductive healthcare and education. A quarter
of a million women worldwide die from preventable causes related to pregnancy and children
continue to die from preventable diseases.
(The information above is from my Assembly Journey Book, which was not copyrighted. This
enabled us to use the information to educate our members about UMW’s Power of Bold for
Christ.)

Dear members of Roanoke District United Methodist Women,
We have been asked to choose one priority to which we concentrate our efforts. Please pray
and decide how we can do this and demonstrate love in action. Some of your units and
circles already support action for these issues. Thank you. Your UMCOR kits support the
Maternal and Child Health. Thank you. Let’s continue those and now seek the Lord’s leading
as we pursue avenues to make life abundant for more people as our Lord stated. Be Prayer
Warriors and Advocates for those who can’t be advocates for themselves.
We love because He first loved us, Phyllis

Treasurer, Helen Watson
Hello All!
I hope you have had a good summer. Now as we turn to fall it is time to get back into UMW for the
year end preparations. A copy of the proposed budget is in this edition of the Newsette for your review and will be presented at the UMW Day on October 13th for your approval.
If you have not sent in your Administrative and Membership Development (A&MD) money, please do
so with your next remittance. The A&MD is $3.00 per member for each unit and is sent to the District
each year for the operating budget of the District. These are the only funds that the District has to
print the Directory, Newsette, and for Postage and Scholarships for Conference and National
Events, Awards for Reading Program, Five and Six Star
units, etc.
The deadline for registration for the Breakfast on UMW Day
is September 29th. PLEASE get your registration to me by
then. Cost of the breakfast is $10.00. We need to give
Southview UMW a head count, so that they can prepare for
the breakfast. Please be considerate of this and send your
registration in early. A copy of the registration is in this
Newette as well. Hope to see you on Oct. 13th .

Social Action, Ann Seddon
A Social Action Opportunity
Last spring during Lent, several downtown Roanoke area churches came together to hold gatherings to explore faith and social justice. The six meetings were held at First Baptist Church Gainsboro; other churches provided meals, and the clergy put together a program for each week including
worship, speakers, activities, and lots of conversation. About 150 people attended each week including members of Roanoke’s city council, mayor and city manager, and folks with no church affiliation who were deeply concerned about social justice, racism, and barriers to peace and equality.
At the last session, many attendees expressed the wish to continue meetings on a monthly basis
and getting to know one another. A pastor encouraged all of us to show diversity in faith and race
as we worship, have fellowship and work on social action projects together.
The group meets on the third Thursday of the month at 6:00 PM for a simple meal, and then for an
hour or so of discussion and thoughtful conversation. Everyone with an interest in social justice is
welcome to come. At this time, the September meeting place has not been decided but if your contact First Baptist Church Gainsboro, Greene Memorial UMC, or Central Church of the Brethren, they
will have that information.
Please check in your communities to see if there similar groups meeting or maybe your church could
start one.

Spiritual Growth, Jan Dickins
Just a reminder to all our Units: Use your Prayer Calendar
regularly. It lists people, places and things to keep in your
prayers at your meeting and at home. It is a good place to
find birthdays of missionaries and perhaps send a card to
anyone whose birthday is on your meeting day.
It is also a great resource for learning more about the missions that receive our UMW dollars! Use it as a conversation
starter for a circle program or to give a little boost to your
normal meeting routine.
Mark your calendar for the first UMW District Day as we join
together to worship, learn and fellowship. Hope to see you
there!

Nominations, Carolyn Barnes
The slate of nominees for District offices for 2019-2020 will be presented at District UMW Day on
October 13. There is one opening on the Nominations Committee. If you would like to serve in this
capacity contact me.
President--Phyllis Geoghegan

Program Resources--Ramona Tolley

Vice President--Carolyn Barnes*

Communications--Cindy Martin

Secretary--Louise Miller

Nominations:

Treasurer--Karen Lee*

Chair--Connie Young*

Spiritual Growth--Karen Dinkins*

Sylvia Bishop

Education & Interpretation--Bobbie Rust

Janice Phillips

Social Action--Ann Seddon

Lou Talbott*

Membership, Nurture & Outreach--Shirley Brown

*denotes new officer

Candle Burning Remembrance
At our District UMW Day in October, we will honor those members who have
passed away during the past year. During a traditional candle burning ceremony, their names will be raised in prayerful remembrance.
Please send a list of members in your unit who have passed away since our
Annual meeting last November to Shirley Brown, Membership, Nurture and
Outreach before September 15th.
Thank you.
“Friends come into our lives and friends leave our lives.
But friends never leave our hearts.” ― J.M. Simmons

Education and Interpretation, Bobbie Rust
I hope you have had a good summer and enter the autumn with renewed strength and energy as the
United Methodist Women close out another year. If your unit has not already completed the Living
into Our Purpose form, please complete this and send it to me by September 15th as reports need
to be sent to Conference in time for our annual meeting. Copies of the Living Into Our Purpose form
are available at : https://www.vaumw.com/conference/education-interpretation/
Forms can be emailed to me or sent to my NEW address: 1801 Northwoods Lane, Salem VA 24153

Program Resources/Reading Program, Mona Tolley
The fleeting days of SUMMER – we want to hang onto that warm weather as long as we can.
BUT, the end of August means the end of the Reading Program Report period. So be tallying up
the books you and your unit have read from last September 1, 2017 through August 31, 2018.
Program Resource Coordinators: Please have your ladies report to YOU their reading progress
through August 31 so that you may complete the Reading Program Summary Report for books
read – and then send YOUR Report to ME. The deadline to get your reports to ME is September
15 and the earlier you can get them to me -- the better -- so I may complete my Report to the Conference Coordinator.
In your report, I need you to list the names of those ladies that have completed a READING PLAN
along with how many books they have read. But I still need the total books read by all the ladies in
your unit – even if they did not complete a PLAN..
Remember that although you may have read some really good books, ONLY the books on the
2013-2018 Reading List will count. The 2013 books will drop off on December 31, and we pick up
the 2019 books on September 1, so for 4 months, we may keep reading those 2013 books. The
2019 books are available from Mission Resources at www.umwmissionresources.org I hope to
have the new list of 2014-2019 books from our Conference Resource Person soon, and I will make
those available to you.
PROGRAM BOOK 2018-2019: “Sisterhood of Grace – Celebrating
150 Years In Mission”. The Books contain programs that touch on
pieces of our shared history as Methodist Women in Mission, connects
that history to today, and then looks forward to the future as we continue
God’s ministry and mission. These programs will help you learn new
and exciting pieces of UMW history. They are $10 each at the October
13th UMW District Day at Southview UMC. Every unit should have at
least one. UMW HANDBOOKS 2017-2020: I still have a few of these,
and they are now $10 -- and are hole-punched to fit in your binder. If
you need either of these Books and cannot make the meetings, call me –
and we will work something out.
I have a few other items too, so check with me. I have heard from some of you, and I always enjoy
your e-mails and phone calls. Please continue to contact me if you have questions or need Resource materials (I have lots of free material). And most importantly, let’s ALL -- KEEP OUR
READING PROGRAM going !!

Your Roanoke District UMW Team 2018
President
Phyllis Geoghegan (Blacksburg)
220 Slate Creek Dr.
Christiansburg, VA 24073
540-382-1545
Phyllisg9@verizon.net

Membership, Nurture and Outreach
Shirley Brown (Asbury)
525 Hemlock St.
Christiansburg, VA 24073
540-382-3054
Bro5Shirl@aol.com

Vice President
Andree Brooks (West End)
7080 Hollyberry Rd.
Roanoke, VA 24018
540-556-4432
jabrooks@cox.net

Program Resources/Reading Program
Ramona Tolley (St. Marks)
3374 Read Mountain Rd.
Roanoke, VA 24019
540-992-3496 (H) 540-556-5238 (C)
monamax@aol.com

Secretary
Louise Miller (Raleigh Court)
1917 Avon Rd. S.W.
Roanoke, VA 24015
540-343-7529
rolmiller119@gmail.com

Communications
Cindy Martin (Cave Spring)
5566 Westbriar Court
Roanoke, VA 24018
540-776-0993 (H) 540-353-3412 (C)
RoanokeUMW@gmail.com

Treasurer
Helen Watson
3207 Maplelawn Ave. NW
Roanoke VA 24012
540-362-0027
Misshlw1@cox.net

Nominations Chair
Carolyn Barnes (Greene Memorial)
2020 Carolina Ave. Unit #208
Roanoke, VA 24014
540-342-6067
Ebarnes428@aol.com

Spiritual Growth
Jan Dickens (Thrasher Memorial)
110 Barrington Court
Hardy, VA 24101
540-890-2565
dennynjan@verizon.net
Education and Interpretation
Bobbie Rust (Cave Spring)
1801 Northwoods Lane
Salem, VA 24153
540-387-9139
AUG59@aol.com
Social Action
Ann Seddon (Greene Memorial)
2208 S. Jefferson St.
Roanoke, VA 24014
540-774-3873
Anseddon6@gmail.com

Nominations Committee
Sylvia Bishop (Asbury)
Karen Lee (St. Marks)
Janice Phillips (Raleigh Court)
Connie Young (Cave Spring)

Some important UMW dates for 2018-2019
Roanoke District
2018
September 1: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
September 15: Deadline for Reporting to Reading Program, Living Into Our Purpose and
Deceased Members to District (see details within Newsette)
October 13: District UMW Day-Southview UMC, Roanoke 8:30 AM (see flyer)
November 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
December 5: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
2019
January 12: District Executive Team planning meeting 9:00 AM Famous Toastery, Roanoke
February 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
March 5: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to NEW District Treasurer.
March: Deadline for Units to send AM&D funds to District Treasurer
April 13: District UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, Crockett Spring UMC and Alta Mons, Shawsville
May 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
June 5: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
July 20: District Team Finance and Planning Meeting - 9:30 AM, St. Marks UMC, Daleville
August 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
August 25: District Open Executive Team Meeting - 3:00 PM Location TBD
September 1: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
September 15: Deadline for Reporting to Reading Program, Living Into Our Purpose and
Deceased Members to District team
October 19: District UMW Day– First UMC, Salem 8:30 AM
November 15: Deadline to submit articles for quarterly District Newsette
December 5: Deadline for Unit Treasurer to send report/funds to District Treasurer
Virginia Conference
2018
September 14-15: Conference UMW Young Women's Retreat, Camp Overlook, Keezletown
More information at: www.vaumw.com/events/young-women-s-retreat/
October 27-28: Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Newport News
2019
January 31: General Assembly Day, Bon Air UMC, Richmond
May 3-5: Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, Eagle Erie
June 1: UMW Day at Ferrum College
June 16: Annual Conference UMW Breakfast, Holiday Day Inn, Roanoke Airport
July 26-28: Mission Encounter, Location TBD
September 13-14: Conference UMW Young Women’s Retreat, Camp Overlook, Keezletown
October 26: Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Location TBD
Questions regarding the calendar can be directed to:
J. Andree Brooks, Roanoke District UMW, Vice President
jabrookes@cox.net 540-556-4432

Roanoke United Methodist
Women’s Day 2018
Prayer Breakfast
Team Leader Training

Annual Meeting
Mission Projects

Saturday, October 13th
8:30 AM —12:30 PM
Southview United Methodist Church
3539 Peters Creek Road, Roanoke


2019 resources will be available for purchase



Sarah Stephens from Raleigh Court UMC will be the featured speaker.



District officers will be elected and the budget reviewed at the Annual Business meeting



Officer Training for local unit teams will be offered



Mission projects will be available for those not attending training



Cost is $10 per person, preregistration requested, all are welcome



Free childcare provided—advance registration requested

--------------------------------------------------------------------------To register, return this form before SEPTEMBER 29, 2018
with your check payable to Roanoke District UMW
to: Helen Watson, District UMW Treasurer, 3207 Maplelawn Ave. NW, Roanoke, VA 24012
I am enclosing a check for $________________ to register _____ people for the Roanoke District
UMW Day on October 13th at Southview .
Please include a list of those registering and
the number and ages of children if child care is requested.
Name _________________________________
Contact Information: Phone ____________________

Church/Unit: ____________________________
Email ______________________________

For more information contact Helen Watson at 540-362-0027 or misshlw@cox.net or
Phyllis Geoghegan at 804-896-6297 or phyllisg9@verizon.net

Roanoke District United Methodist Women Proposed 2019 Budget

* Scholarships are available upon request for Conference and National Event, from reserve account.

Communications, Cindy Martin
An abundance of information is available :
National UMW news:
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
Virginia UMW news:
https://www.vaumw.com/
District UMW news:
http://roanokeumc.org/page.php?pg=missions

The Newsette is a publication of the
Roanoke District United Methodist Women
Cindy Martin, Editor
RoanokeUMW@gmail.com
540-353-3412
To unsubscribe please send an email to the address above
with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose Purpose is
to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global ministries of the church.

