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Young Women’s Event 

 

It is with certainty that you have been mobilizing to send young women, 
ages 18 and out of high school to 40-ish, to the Young Women’s Event 
September 14 and 15 at Blessings Lodge, Camp Overlook, Keezletown, 
VA.  A registration form is included in The Link as well as on our website 
vaumw.com.  What you may notice is that the theme of the event, Speak-
ing Out Loud, has changed as well as the logo.  Don’t despair if you have 
used the earlier registration form; it will work just as well. 

 

The guest speaker, Rev. Joanna Dietz, has had a 
change of heart and mind from the earlier announced 
theme.  These are her words:  “There is so much hate 
in our world. It comes from every direction, spinning 
wildly out of control in a cycle of polarization. God in-
vites ordinary people to create extraordinary transfor-
mation in challenging times. How can you be a posi-
tive influence in this broken society?” 

 

We have all felt the tension.  Here is an occasion to think about what can 
be done.  Please give our young women the opportunity to participate. 

 

There are some scholarships available through the Conference United 
Methodist Women.  Other scholarships may be forwarded to the regis-
trar.  For either, contact Joyce Winston, 2411 E Pembroke Ave., Hamp-
ton VA 23664-1243, buckrowbeach@gmail.com, 757-851-6897.  

 

Deadline for registration is September 7, 2018.  
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We have all heard the term “thinking outside 
the box”.  What does this mean exactly?  It is a 
metaphor that means to think differently, uncon-
ventionally, or from a new perspective.  It can 
also refer to creative thinking.  So, what does it 
mean for United Methodist Women in the Vir-
ginia conference?  I think it means the “same 
ol’, same ol’” just doesn’t cut it anymore it 
seems.  We need to be creative in planning our 
meetings, keeping women interested in our 
mission, and finding ways to get them to events 
where we can share all about the opportunities 
we have to be in mission together. 
 
The conference and districts will be preparing 
for their Annual Meetings and Celebrations.  
Please make an extra effort to attend these 
meetings.  It is not just a business meeting.  It’s 
an opportunity to review Virginia United Meth-
odist Women’s mission efforts, establish budg-
ets to engage in mission work, elect leaders for 
the coming year to implement our goals and 
mission objectives, promote The Legacy Fund 
for the future of this great organization and at-
tend training for new or continuing district offic-
ers.  Planning for the upcoming year doesn’t 
just happen.  It takes a lot of work and planning, 
and it begins at these meetings.  I pray you all 
will have a great District Meeting.  I challenge 
you all to be like Mary; be strong, be faithful, 
and BE BOLD! 
 
Serving with joy, 
Mary Jane Rawley, 
President 

Legacy Fun(d) 
To raise awareness for the Legacy Fund and to 
have a little fun, we challenged participants at our 
recent Mission Encounter to contribute $1.50 for 
each pair of shoes or gloves they brought to the 
event. Because we are the hands and feet of Christ! 
Why $1.50? Because we are celebrating 150 years 
of women in mission through United Methodist 
Women! We raised $612, which is 408 pairs of 
shoes for 169 participants! We want to challenge 
each of us to consider contributing $1.50 for each 
pair of shoes we wear this month. How many pairs 
of shoes would that be? 
 
For the month of September our challenge is to con-
tribute $1.50 for every child or grandchild in school! 
Each month, as we approach our anniversary, we 
will have a new challenge. Let's have some fun with 
this as we raise some funds for a very worthy cause, 
establishing our Legacy! Bring your donations to An-
nual Meeting or send via your treasurer. 
 

Annual Meeting 
Come join us for this year's Virginia Conference 
United Methodist Women's Annual Meeting, to be 
held Saturday, October 27, 2018 at Chestnut Memo-
rial UMC in Newport News! Our keynote speaker 
this year is Shannon Priddy, our United Methodist 
Women National President. She is a delightful, en-
thusiastic speaker, you won't want to miss! 
 
This year is also a training year, so new and return-
ing officers and coordinators can come learn about 
your positions. There will also be speakers on local 
missions for those members who are not having 
training. 
 
Friday evening October 26 we will be entertained by 
the Circuit Riders, featuring old time country and 
gospel music. Come join the fun. Hotel arrange-
ments can be made at the Hampton Inn Newport 
News-Yorktown, for a special rate of $109 for a 2-
queen bed room, if booked by September 26. 
 
Registration information can be found in the back of 
this newsletter, or online at vaumw.com. Come join 
the fun, as we celebrate Virginia Conference United 
Methodist Women! 
 
Karen McElfish,  
Vice-President 

Vice- 
President 

Mary Jane Rawley 

 

President 

Karen McElfish 

http://vaumw.com/
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Our Annual Meeting, October 27, 2018 will 
soon be here and that leads to reports which 
need to be completed and sent to me for 
presentation at our meeting in Newport News.  I 
will include those specific reports with due 
dates in an email to District Treasurers.  Please 
encourage all your units to become a 5 or 6-
star status in Mission Giving by meeting their 
Pledge to Mission, Gift to Mission, Gift in 
Memory, Special Mission Recognition, World 
Thank Offering and Candle Burning.  The cost 
of Candle Burning remains at 60 cents a sec-
ond, and is a time to honor or remember a 
loved one in your church, family or community.  
Women can become Rainbow Givers by con-
tributing $60 through their local treasurer to the 
District Treasurer.  Ask your treasurer for a form 
and all rainbow givers will be recognized by 
their District and the Conference at their re-
spective Annual Meeting. 
 
Scholarship information and the application are 
available in this newsletter for the Katherine 
Kyle Memorial Scholarship and the Carroll 
Palmer Estate Fund.  Applications are due to 
the Conference Treasurer by October 1, 2018.  
Please contact me if you have questions. 
 
As of June 30, 2018, we have met 37% of our 
Conference Pledge to Mission which is 
$685,000.  In 2017 you achieved 90% towards 
meeting our VA Conference Pledge and I have 
faith that we can do as well or better this year.  
It amazes me as to the generosity of United 
Methodist Women in helping women, children 
and youth everywhere. 
 
Finally, if I can be of any help in your district or 
local unit, I am just a phone call or email or text 
away!! 
(540)868-1497; linda.borror1@gmail.com; 540-
664-5915 
 
Blessings, 
Linda Borror, 
Conference Treasurer 

Social Action Priorities 
Quadrennial Issue Priorities 2017- 2020 
 
Climate Justice 
Criminalization of Communities of Color 
Economic Inequality 
Maternal and Child Health 
 
Summer frequently brings a time of rest or a differ-
ent set of things to do.  As fall rapidly approaches, 
continue to be involved in the issues before us con-
cerning women, children and youth.  Volunteer at 
your local hospital, food pantry or school as it comes 
back in session.  Find your place, find your passion, 
find your gifts and as Bishop Lewis told us at Annual 
Conference, “Do something.” 
 
Annual Meeting will be here soon.  It is a training 
year and District Social Action Coordinators will 
have training and half of the expense will be paid for 
by the Conference.  Please attend. 
 
Below is the web address for the UMW website, pri-
ority issue.  Keep reading and it gives an overview of 
the issues, what you can do to be involved.  Choose 
one or two for your district to learn about, become 
involved with, work on, share the information. 
 
For the webpage: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
general-conference/issuepriorities2016-20 
 
If you haven’t joined already, there are several sites 
to sign up for, as part of our “Living into Our Pur-
pose”. 
 
UMW Action Network: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
 
Action alerts from the General Board of Church and 
Society:  www.umc-gbcs.org/ 
 
Alerts from the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public 
Policy:  www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org 
 
Blessings as you do the work of UMW in your com-
munity, district and conference. 
 
Marilyn Blagg, 
Social Action Coordinator 
Marilynblagg@hotmail.com 
540-396-6127 

Linda Borror 

Treasurer 

Marilyn Blagg 

Social 
Action 

mailto:linda.borror1@gmail.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/general-conference/issuepriorities2016-20
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/general-conference/issuepriorities2016-20
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/
http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org
mailto:Marilynblagg@hotmail.com
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The Power of BOLD!! 

 
What a privilege to be among the 6,000 women 
attending the 2018 UMW Assembly in May!  
The Assembly Theme: “THE POWER OF 
BOLD” resonated throughout all the venues.  
The speakers at the Assembly were persons 
who personified boldness in advocacy and ser-
vice.  As we celebrated our upcoming 150th 
Birthday, displays focused on our work, past, 
present and future.  One display that focused on 
the past highlighted the legacies of some of our 
bold foremothers, among them: the 8 women 
who gathered March 23, 1869 in Boston and 
formed the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Socie-
ty; Belle Harris Bennett, outstanding leader who 
founded Scarritt Bible and Training School, and 
Martha Drummer, an African-American Mission-
ary to Angola in 1906.  These women were 
BOLD…willing to take a risk, courageous and 
confident. 
 
Returning home, I began to think of persons in 
the past in missions that I consider as BOLD.  
My mind came to rest on two persons, Marjorie 
and Dana Tyson, both missionaries in the Phil-
ippines.  Marjorie Tyson (1922-2007) served 26 
years in the Philippines and her sister, Dana Ty-
son, a resident at Brooks-Howell Home, served 
from 1955-63.  Dana and Marjorie were mem-
bers of Cradock United Methodist Church in 
Portsmouth.  The United Methodist Women of 
the Virginia Conference were very supportive of 
their work in the Philippines.  Many of our pre-
sent units of United Methodist Women are 
named for Marjorie and Dana. 
 
I visited Dana in the fall of 2017 at Brooks-
Howell.  She shared her album of pictures with 
me and a special memory about the founding of 
Aldersgate College in the Philippines in Solana 
Nueva Viscaya.  Dana told me that four women, 
led by the District Treasurer of the Woman’s So-
ciety of Christian Service, longed to have a 
school in their area and that they came together 
regularly at the site at 4 o’clock in the morning 

and prayed fervently for the school.  The Bishop 
at that time, recognizing the women for their 
faithful persistence, mentioned to Dana that “the 
women are not going to give up.”  According to 
Dana’s testimony, these women and their devot-
ed praying helped to bring the school into frui-
tion.  Aldersgate College, officially founded in 
1965, continues to this day, offering basic edu-
cation and programs at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. 
 
Why do I share this story?  I, as well as others, 
have been grieving the loss of our “beloved 
Blackstone” and there are many who have ex-
pressed the desire for our UMW and Confer-
ence to have a “permanent home.”  Is this a 
dream too bold to dream?  Could WE, or should 
WE, be so BOLD to dream of such a PLACE?  
Should WE be so BOLD to begin praying for 
discernment, seeking God’s will in this matter?  
“We have not because we ask not.” (James 4:2)   
“Prayer availeth much.” (James 5:16).  
 
What about the POWER OF BOLD? 
 
In Mission with You, 
Brenda NeSmith, 
Coordinator, Education and Interpretation 
 

Dana Tyson showing me her album during my visit 
to Brooks Howell  

Mission Education 

& Interpretation 

Brenda NeSmith 
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Generosity 

 
We often hear the word Generosity in the con-
text of church and other relationships, but what 
does generosity really mean?  Generosity, as 
an act of love, is an attitude of openness and 
compassion that supports and helps others.  We 
learn the depth and breadth of generosity by re-
flecting on God as our model.  He has given us 
so many great and wonderful gifts.  To say they 
are numerous is an understatement.  In addi-
tion, to our capacity to be creative, to love, have 
joy, peace and the ability to care for one anoth-
er, He gave us five senses; the ability to see, 
hear, smell, taste and touch, as well as the ca-
pacity to enjoy the vast awesomeness of God’s 
creation. 
 
Whenever life overwhelms, disappoints, or 
stresses us, if we can step back, breathe deeply 
and remember that God cares for us, God will 
never, ever forsake us, and God loves us, so we 
never need to panic or lose hope.  We need 
never lose hope because of God’s spirit of gen-
erosity.  We can be sensitive to the reality of 
giving without the need to receive anything in 
return.  Living in God’s loving generosity we 
have the opportunity for making each day a new 
beginning.  Remembering God’s promises if you 
sow bountifully, you will reap bountifully.  Do not 
be afraid to spread God’s love wherever you 
journey, with whomever you meet.  Smiles are 
free. 
 
And, always remembering that you have already 
been blessed beyond measure by the gift of 
God’s only Son Jesus the Christ. 
 
Mary V. Wright, 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
 

 
Memorials 

 
In wishing to memorialize our sisters who be-
came deceased during the past year, it is hoped 
that you have kept a record from September 1, 
2017 to August 31, 2018. Local organizations or 
units will send the individuals’ names and local 
unit name to which they belonged to the District 
MN&O or the District President. Once the dis-
trict has gathered those names, they are then 
sent to the Conference MN&O Nancy Walsh, 
112 Country Club Circle, Winchester, VA 22602 
or walshpn@visuallink.com by September 20th.  
 
At the Conference Annual Meeting, there will be 
a memorial service to remember those who 
have completed their earthly journey. Just in 
case names were inadvertently omitted from 
last year’s report to the Conference, please in-
clude them with this year’s report. Let us be in-
tentional about including all of those who so de-
serve our gratitude and their remembrance. 
 
Nancy Walsh, 
Mission Coordinator for 
Membership Nurture & Outreach 

Mary Wright 

Spiritual 

Growth 

Nancy Walsh 

Membership 

Nurture and 

Outreach 

mailto:walshpn@visuallink.com
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The Committee on Nominations has worked very hard this year to have the best slate of officers for 
the year 2019-2020. 
 
The returning officers are as follows; 
President      Mary Jane Rawley 
Treasurer      Linda Borror 
Education and Interpretation   Brenda NeSmith 
Communications Coordinator   Frances Ellis 
Secretary of Program Resources   Jeanette Yoh 
Chair, Committee on Nominations  Nancy Yarborough 
 
The slate of new officers being offered for election for the year 2019-2020 are; 
Vice President     Nancy Walsh 
Secretary      Dottie Thompson 
Spiritual Growth     Melissa White 
Social Action     Karen McElfish 
Membership Nurture and Outreach  Marlene Dakita 
Committee on Nomination members  Carolyn Patterson 

Sarah Parks 
One more to be added for the class of 2022 

 
As the Gospel of Matthew 25:23 tells us 
“His master replied, Well done my good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” 
 
Thank you all for your willingness to serve. 
Nancy Yarborough, 
CON chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             Some of the Virginia delegation who attended Assembly. 

Nancy Yarborough 

 

Nominations 



 7 

Marilyn Blagg 

 
I hope everyone enjoyed their summer and are 
now ready for some of that cool fall weather!  
Perfect time to start reading.  The 2019 reading 
list is available on line at 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.  2019 books 
may be purchased from umwmissionre-
sources.org.  I expect to have most of the books 
available in the Lending Library by mid-
September.  Just as a reminder, 2013 books 
may be read through December 31, 2018. 
 
I would like to highlight one book on the list 
“Escape From the Green Mansion” by Christine 
Taylor.  If you like history this is the book for 
you.  It is set in San Francisco and is about the 
courageous Christians who risked everything to 
help free San Francisco’s brothel slaves.  But 
this book covers so much more including the 
gold rush and the beginning of Home Mission-
ary Work.  This book is only available on Kin-
dle and if you have an e-reader it is well 
worth your time. 
 
A copy of the District Reports was emailed to 
District SPR’s last week and are due to me no 
later than October 1, 2018.  If you did not re-
ceive a copy, please contact me at  
jeanette.yoh@gmail.com. 
 
Jeanette Yoh, 
Program Resources 
 

 
We had a great weekend at the beautiful facili-
ties at the 4-H Conference Center on Smith 
Mountain Lake.  We had 169 in attendance.  
The studies were pertinent to today.  The class 
leaders were well prepared and had rave re-
views.  Yes, it was a little out of the way, but 
there are always distances to travel for some.  
The Mission Celebration was well received, and 
it was good to be in touch with our missionaries 
and deaconesses once again.  Shop the World 
was able to return with their wares from our sis-
ters and brothers around the world.  We were 
able to support Wesley Community Service 
Center, Henry Fork Center, UMCOR, Kingsway 
Prison Ministry, the Legacy Fund, and mission 
giving.  The children’s craft sale netted $103 for 
Henry Fork.  Thanks to the Mission Encounter 
team for an outstanding event.  It is truly a team 
effort. 
 
Thank you to Sarah Parks’ husband for the pic-
tures of the weekend. 
 
Marilyn Blagg, Dean 

Mission 
Encounter 

Jeanette Yoh 

Program 
Resources 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
http://umwmissionresources.org/
http://umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:jeanette.yoh@gmail.com
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Pictures from Mission Encounter 
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women Scholarships 
 

AVAILABLE FOR 2018 
 

Katherine Kyle Memorial Scholarship Fund established 1993 
 
This scholarship is awarded annually to a woman or youth for scholarship assistance for school tuition, short-
term mission work or other as recommended by the Finance Committee and approved by the Executive Com-
mittee preceding the Annual Meeting.  Application forms are available from the district president and must be 
submitted to the Conference Treasurer by October 1. 
 
Carroll Palmer Estate Fund established 1984 
 
It is stipulated that the income shall be used ½ for needy children and that ½ be used for educational materi-
als (scripture portions, bibles, etc. in India and elsewhere where the need is greatest.)  Written applications 
for grants must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer by October 1, and shall include the following infor-
mation:  name and nature of the project, amount requested and how it shall be used, name of person or insti-
tution requesting the grant, and complete contact information.  Recommendations shall be submitted by the 
Finance Committee to the Executive committee for approval. 
 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR MARCH 2019 

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER FEBRUARY 1, 2019 
 

Jean Frances Craig/Agnes C. Burr Mission Fund, established 1998 and 2007 
 
It is stipulated that the income shall be used for missionary projects at home and abroad.  Written application 
for grants must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer by March 1 and shall include the following infor-
mation:  name and nature of the project, amount requested and how it shall be used, name of person or insti-
tution requesting the grant, and complete contact information.  Recommendations shall be submitted by the 
Finance Committee to the Executive Committee for approval. 
 
The Lucy Clyde Blanton Scholarship Fund established 2006 
 
It is stipulated by the donor that the income shall be used to assist students preparing to become nurses or 
missionaries.  Written application for scholarship must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer by March 1 
and shall include the following information:  name and nature of the request, amount requested and how it 
shall be used, name of person or institution requesting the scholarship and complete contact information.  
Recommendations shall be submitted by the Finance Committee to the Executive Committee for approval. 
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 
(Name of Scholarship) ____________________________________________ 

Application Form 
 

This scholarship assistance is awarded annually (when money is available) to an applicant for 
school tuition, short-term mission work, mission projects, etc. or other help as approved by 
the Executive Committee. 
  (See attached criteria for each scholarship.) 
 
Applications forms are available from the district president or conference treasurer and must be submitted to the Conference 
Treasurer by October 1, 2018. 

 
Date: ________________________ 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________ 
Email address: ______________________________________________________________ 
College/Seminary/or Project:   Name and Address: ________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Church Activities: ___________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Future Plans: _______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Special Interest: ____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Amount Requested: ________________________________ 
    Please attach separate sheet with additional information explaining how this amount will be used within the purview of the 
scholarship. 
 

Recommended by: __________________________________________________________ 
 (Attach written recommendation) 

Phone number: _____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Return to:  Linda Borror, Treasurer 
Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 
849 Grim Road 
Stephens City, Virginia  22655 
Email:  linda.borror1@gmail.com 
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September 14-15 Young Women’s Event, Camp Overlook, Keezletown  

October 6  Budget Meeting, UM Center, Glen Allen 

October 26  Mission Team Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News 

October 27  Executive Committee Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News 

October 27  46th Annual Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News 

November TBD  Wesley Learning Resource Center, Washington DC  

January 12, 2019 UMW Mission Team Meeting, UM Center , Glen Allen 

January 31 UM Day at the General Assembly 

March 28 Mission Team Meeting 

March 29-30 Executive Committee Meeting 

May 3-5 Spiritual Life Retreat, Eagle Eyrie 

June 1 UMW Day at Ferrum College 

June 21 UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference, Roanoke 

July 26-28 Mission Encounter 

September 13-14 Young Women’s Event, Camp Overlook, Keezletown 

October 5 Budget Meeting, UM Center, Glen Allen 

October 25 Mission Team and Executive Committee Meetings 

October 26 47th Annual Meeting 

Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 2018/19 Calendar 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE MISSION TEAM 2018 

President 
Mary Jane Rawley 
(540)828-2436 
dwrawley@msn.com 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
Mary Wright 
(703)730-0448 
Marytony3958@comcast.net 

Vice President 
Karen McElfish 
(703)522-6837 
James.McElfish@verizon.net 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Jeanette Yoh 
(757)871-1459 
Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Ann Shappell 
(757)809-5137 
shappellann@gmail.com 

Communications Coordinator 
Frances Ellis 
(703)476-1127 
fwellis@aol.com or umwlink@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Linda Borror 
(540)868-1497 
Linda.borror1@gmail.com 

Chair Nominations 
Nancy Yarborough 
(757)877-2155 
Nancyjane0405@aol.com 

Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
Brenda NeSmith 
(804)323-9134 
BrendaNesmith1@gmail.com 

Korean Language Coordinator 
Sarah Park 
(240)328-4196 
shinjds1004@gmail.com 

Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 
Nancy Walsh 
(540)662-5055 
walshpn@visuallink.com 

Hispanic Language Coordinator 
Julianne Rosas 
(703)963-9356 
Julie@LowerUMC.com 

Social Action Coordinator 
Marilyn Blagg 
(540)396-6127 
marilynblagg@hotmail.com 
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