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PRESIDENT

Melissa White

We sang this hymn in church recently and it’s
been rolling around in my head ever since. I
wrote some of the lyrics in my prayer journal
(which I’m trying to keep) so I can read and
reflect on them often. These words seem like a
good way to start my article (with my thanks for
all you do) to my dear United Methodist
Women colleagues!
FOR ALL THE SAINTS
(If you have repented and trusted in Christ, you are
a saint of God today!)

For all the saints – who show God’s love in
how to live and where they move…
accept our gratitude again!
(Thank you for what you do in your community,
your church, your unit,
your circle of influence!)

Let our FAITH increase the
Savior’s fame…
(Thank you for your example to others.)

Let us name God’s WILL and show the
coming Kingdom through selfless
PROTEST, PRAYER AND PRAISE.
Let us reflect the GRACE of HEAVEN
through our ACTIONS!
(And let us never forget we as UMW
have the POWER OF BOLD!)

To me, these lyrics reflect who we strive to be
as United Methodist Women who endeavor to
turn faith, hope and love into action on behalf of
women, children and youth around the world.
Our Executive Committee and Unit Presidents
will have met on Saturday, August 11th and
have shared information for the rest of this
calendar year pertaining to the York River District

and Conference United Methodist Women.
Here are some important things I want to make
sure you know….
We extend our most sincere sympathy to
the family of The Rev. Hyung Il Moon who
passed away unexpectedly on July 5, 2018.
At our Finance Meeting on July 14th your
YRD UMW Mission Team approved a $100
donation to the Pastor Moon Family
Memorial Fund (Susannah Wesley UMC)
and a $50 Gift in Memory to United
Methodist Women in loving memory of Rev.
Moon in appreciation of the support and joy
he gave to us through his spiritual gifts and
talents in song and word.
1. The Young Women’s Event sponsored by
the VA Conference UMW is Sept. 14 – 15,
2018 at Camp Overlook, Keezletown, VA.
Registration is due to Joyce Winston by
Sept. 7th – encourage young women to
attend!!
The registration form will be
included in this newsletter…note that Rev.
Dietz’ new topic is “Speaking Out Loud”!
(Registration information remains the same.)
2. At our District Annual Meeting on Saturday,
October 6, 2018 at Bellamy UMC, 4870
Chestnut Fork Road, Gloucester, VA 23061
at 9:30 a.m. we will vote on the following:
1. Recommendation of the YRD UMW
Mission Team to change Standing
Rule Article VI.A.1 which reads
“The Annual Meeting shall be on the
first Saturday in October.” to read:

•
•

•

“The Annual Meeting shall be on the last
Saturday in September.”
Rationale: The Conference UMW
Mission Team conducts its Finance
Meeting annually on the first Saturday in
October meaning that our District
President and Treasurer are unable to
attend.
If this recommendation is passed at
Annual Meeting in 2018, our Annual
Meeting will be held on the last Saturday
in September beginning in 2019.
2. Vote on the 2019 Proposed Budget
for the YRD United Methodist
Women. There is no increase in next
year’s budget except an increase of
our Pledge to Mission of $500, from
$68,500 in 2018 to $69,000.00 in 2019.
3. Election and Installation of District
Officers for 2019 – 2020. (See
Nominations
Chairman
Sandra
Harvey’s article for a list of
Nominations
included
in
this
newsletter.)

§

The theme of our 2018 Annual
Meeting is The Sacred Space of
Legacy.
We will be honoring our
Lifetime Commitment Recipients.
Our VA Conference
United Methodist Women Annual
Meeting will be Saturday, October 27,
2018
at Chestnut Memorial
United Methodist Church,
104 Harpersville Road, Newport News!

CMUMW President Jo Rawls and her
members are busily preparing to host this
important event. Be sure to be there to
hear our Keynote Speaker, National UMW
President Sharon Priddy!

Registration brochure for the Conference
Annual Meeting is now posted under
Events/Annual Meeting at VAUMW and is
included with this newsletter. Please note
the Friday evening and Saturday schedules
and plan to be there!
A block of rooms at
the Hampton Inn
NN-Yorktown at 151
Otis Street (757989-8977)
are
available
at
a
special rate IF you
reserve by Sept. 26th.
3. Our District UMW Advent Breakfast is
Saturday, December 8, 2018 at 9:30 am
at First UMC, Fox Hill in Hampton. Our
theme is “Women's vision of Shalom” and
we are excited that The Rev. Ileana Rosario
is our speaker!
4. Finally, you will find a PROPOSED draft
of our 2019 York River District UMW
Calendar in this issue which includes
dates for Conference UMW events in
italics and our district events in bold
print. Locations have not been secured
and the district dates are subject to change
at the discretion of the 2019 Mission Team.
In the meantime, we hope this draft will help
with your unit planning as you get ready for
a new year in UMW! Please note that we
have proposed moving our District Training
Day to February (rather than having it on
November 3, 2018). Our rationale is that
November is a particularly busy time for
everyone with holidays approaching and
early in the year may be a better time to
offer this training. If you have an opinion,
let me know what you think!
Hope to see you soon!
Blessings, Melissa

Vice President
Joan Heaton
Grace and Peace to All! Soon the seasons will
change and instead of the heat, there will be a
chill in the air. It can't come too soon for many
of us.
For the past four years I have served the York
River District as your Vice President. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank each and
every church UMW unit that has hosted a
meeting during this time. I would also like to
thank Smithfield UMC and
First Fox Hill UMC for hosting our Advent
Prayer Breakfasts these last four years. You
have made my job so much easier with your
offers of help.
Now, I pass the Calendar Sign-Up Sheet to
your next Vice President and ask all of you to
help her in her quest to find host churches for
2019 and beyond.
With heartfelt thanks,

Joan Heaton
SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Donna Turley
As summer winds down and we look to the fall
and winter I hope all have had a wonderful
summer; found time to relax, reconnect with
family and friends, and appreciate the beauty
of God’s creation.
We have been so blessed this year with events
and opportunities to “Be Bold” and step out as
United Methodist Women and share our
testimonies by example and word. Enoch and
Elijah must have had powerful testimonies as
neither saw death. But wouldn’t the best
testimony be when the Lord Jesus Christ
became sin on our behalf? We may encounter
God in sacred spaces, but sacred spaces are
not only places of religious significance – they
are also our thoughts, our actions, our words they reflect our encounter with God. May we
all be aware of God in our everyday lives and
realize that acts of love, and kindness, and
generosity, do not go unnoticed.
Advent Prayer Breakfast - Dec 8, 2018
First UMC Fox Hill-9:30 a.m. Cost $10.00

Speaker: Rev. Ileana Rosario, Lower UMC;
Theme: Women’s Vision of Shalom; Musical
Gift from Rev. John Choi of Central UMC,
Matthews
Registration Deadline:
Monday, November 26, 2018
(mail to Donna; checks made out to YRD UMW)

Love and blessings, Donna
MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH
Pat Fitzgerald
I would like to thank everyone who helped with
the York River District 2017 Census. A
membership of one thousand seven hundred
twenty-five was reported to National.
I encourage each member to invite other
women of all ages to UMW events so that they
too may learn and grow as women of faith.
Share the experience and joy of helping
women, children and youth as members of an
organization that has been in mission almost
one hundred fifty years!
Please send me a list of deceased members of
your unit by September 10, 2018. Any
member who passed away since the last
Annual Meeting (October 2017) will be
remembered at both the York River District and
Virginia Annual Meeting. I would appreciate
hearing from each unit even if no members
were lost. A call or text to 757-268-4217 or an
e-mail sent to patfitz6@verizon.net with the
requested information will ensure all deceased
member will be remembered during these
meetings. Thank you in advance for helping
with this most important information.

Patricia Fitzgerald
PROGRAM RESOURCES

Anita Willard

My mind is not on reading as much as usual. I
am getting married September 1st and will
change my name from Willard to Boucher
(pronounced Boo-shay). A person CAN find
love again at any age. Isn't that what some
good books tell us? Aren't we often quick to
read a well written book that has romance in
it? I do hope that you have found some good

books to read this summer. The quality of
books that UMW chooses is confirmed by our
readers all the time.
Melissa White was just talking recently about
"The Book of Joy". It was written by the Nobel
Peace Prize Laureates Tenzin Gyatso, the
14th Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond
Tutu. I read a bit of the introduction online and
it gives you the flavor of the book. Some of
that I will print here.
"To celebrate one of our special birthdays, we
met for a week in Dharamshala to enjoy our
friendship and to create something that we
hope will be a birthday gift for others. There is
perhaps nothing more joyous than birth, and
yet so much of life is spent in sadness, stress,
and suffering. We hope this small book will be
an invitation to more joy and more happiness.
No dark fate determines the future. We
do. Each day and each moment, we are able
to create and re-create our lives and the very
quality of human life on our planet. This is the
power we wield.
Lasting happiness cannot be found in pursuit of
any goal or achievement. It does not reside in
fortune or fame. It resides only in the human
mind and heart, and it is here that we hope you
will find it..."
I really want to read this one! The co-writer,
Douglas Adams, spent the week with them and
gathered their thoughts. Can you imagine
being given the opportunity to spend the week
with these two men? Wow!!
Included in this edition of "The Bridge" is the
York River District UMW Reading Program
Report which covers September 2017 through
August 2018. I am asking each church to send
me a report even if you had no readers
please. You will see my new address and
phone number on the report. Reports are
due September 10th.
Blessings,
Anita Willard

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON
NOMINATIONS
Sandra Harvey
The members of the Committee on
Nominations want to thank everyone who gave
us suggestions for the positions that needed to
be filled this year. We are especially thankful to
the following who have accepted positions on
the UMW District Mission Team. These ladies
will be nominated at our District Annual
Meeting on October 6.

President: Sylvia Rumsey, First UMC,
Hampton
Vice-President: Mary Saylor, Wesley
Treasurer: Joan Heaton, Grace
Spiritual Growth: Amy Oliver, Chestnut
Memorial
Education & Interpretation:
Dana Dunham, Tabernacle, Poquoson
We are also thankful to the following who have
been serving and are continuing on the Mission
Team:
Secretary: Debbie McDaniels, St. James
Membership, Nurture & Outreach:
Patricia Fitzgerald, Wesley
Secretary of Program Resources: Anita
Willard, Chestnut Memorial
Social Action: Julianne Rosas, Lower
Communications: Joyce Winston, First UMC,
Fox Hill
Nominations Chair: Sandra Harvey,
Bethany-Gloucester Point

SOCIAL ACTION

Julianne Rosas

“Speak up and judge fairly; defend
the rights of the poor and needy.”
(Proverbs 31:9)

This is from the 13 Steps to Sustainability, a
collection of "Be Just. Be Green" principles to
aid in planning sustainable events. This is a
tremendous opportunity to share the good
news of United Methodist Women’s efforts to
be the justice-seeking organization we know
we are and to hold ourselves accountable in
this time of economic and environmental
transition.
For tips on how UM Women plan events to
reach this particular objective,
see https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/cli
mate-justice/sustainability/afford-ability
Finally, the link to the carbon footprint
calculator on the national UMWomen site is not
working anymore, but Interfaith Power & Light
has newer websites now and the household/
congregation calculator can be found here:
http://www.coolcongregations.org/calculator/

Julianna Rosas
EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION
Mary Saylor
Julie Rosas, Social Action Coordinator, and I
look forward to receiving and reviewing the
Living into Our Purpose (LIOP) reports which
local organizations are asked to submit by

September 10. Local organizations will be
recognized at the Gold, Silver, or Bronze level
at the York River District Annual Meeting. The
report form is available on the Virginia United
Methodist
Women
Website
www.vaumw.com. Completed reports can to
submitted by mail to Mary Saylor, 82 East
Mercury Blvd, Hampton VA 23669 or by email
to marysaylor1@aol.com. If your local
organization chooses not to submit a LIOP
report this year, a brief note to that effect would
be most appreciated. Questions? Please call
me at 757-722-5775.
Item 1 of the LIOP form allows local
organizations to report on Mission Giving.
Some mission giving is achieved through
pledges made by individuals and some is
achieved through special offerings through the
year such as World Thank Offering, Gifts in
Memory, or Candle Burning.
What are some easy ways we can supplement
funds for Missions? BOX TOPS for Education
found on many prepared foods are still being
collected and sent to the Red Bird Mission in
Kentucky. Turn in Box Tops at any District
event. (Remember that the Campbells Soup
labels collection has ended.)
Saving POSTAGE STAMPS can also benefit
missions. Even common used postage can
have value in bulk. The stamps will be sold and
100% of the proceeds donated to United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).
Below are some tips extracted from the
www.vaumw.com Website if you, your church
or your UMW unit would like to collect stamps
for Mission.
All stamps, from just a few to entire collections,
canceled or uncanceled are useful; old stamps
are extra good. Trim paper around used
stamps attached to envelopes leaving a ¼ inch
paper border around the stamp or you can turn
in the whole envelope. If you have postcards,
turn in the whole card -- don’t cut or tear the
stamp off the card!! Leave rows of stamps
intact.
For best value, please turn in your stamps at
any District event. The stamps will then be

taken to a Conference event and ultimately
hand delivered to the person who will sell them.
Our own Joyce Winston has graciously agreed
to collect PULL TABS from aluminum cans and
take them to a local recycling center. Proceeds
are donated to UMCOR as well.
Thank you for the many ways you are living
into the purpose of United Methodist Women!

Mary Saylor
NEW WESLEY EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
Meet Renyatta L. Banks, new Executive
Director of Wesley Community Service Center,
by checking out the updated website:
https://www.wesleycenterportsmouth.com/ We
recently received an update from Mrs. Banks
that highlighted the Center’s proud history and
relationship with United Methodist Women, and
looks ahead to upcoming programs that will
continue Wesley Center’s vital role in the lives
of its community! The WCSC is requesting
monetary donations “to help transform our

existing
space
into
our
Community
Empowerment Center by introducing the
following programs that will benefit the entire
family: the academic enrichment center for
afterschool tutoring and summer enrichment
camps for youth; computer lab to assist adults
with job applications and resumes, and the
Community Clothes Closet used as a resource
for clothes for the entire family.” I’m sure you
join me in welcoming Renyatta Banks as
Executive Director of WCSC; we will have the
pleasure of meeting her in person at the
Virginia United Methodist Women Annual
Meeting on October 27, 2018 at Chestnut
Memorial United Methodist Church!
Please consider another opportunity to support
the Wesley Center by enjoying an evening of
praise and celebration on Sunday, October 21
at 4 p.m. for a FALL FESTIVAL OF PRAISE
featuring New Horizons Music Ministries (from
Hampton!) hosted by James “Slim” Overton!
(Proceeds from attendees’ $10 donation will go
towards building repairs.) Melissa plans to be
there and hopes to see some YRD UMW
sisters there too!!

