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Hello Ladies of the James River District UMW,
"Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for t omorrow." I read this on a
page of a magazine, tore the page out, and have had it on my work desk at home since then. It really has struck a
chord in my life. I am thankful for everything that has come to me over my entire life including the things that
people may think why? I am especially thankful for all of the wonderful women that I have met and worked with
since I got involved in the UMW. The care and the love that is shown over and over brings peace now and a vibrant
vision for the future. Yesterday, your mission team met to plan for 2018. We were successful! You will hear about
the spring retreat soon as well as other activities. I am excited. I am hoping to see some of your at the UM Day at
the General Assembly in February and then the spring retreat in March. And....the 150th birthday of the Methodist
women united together is fast approaching. At this year's district annual meeting, we will have the beginning of our
celebration. To prepare, we would like individuals to jot down their story of being an UMW member, maybe you
started when we were called by other names. Bring them with you at our different events or send them to me (email
or mail), just print your name, address and print your story.
Keep up the wonderful work and continue to pray for those in mission within our country and around the world.
The UMW census time is once again here. This year our district will handle it differently. Within a short time, the
president or contact person for each unit will be mailed a form. Please take a few minutes to answer the questions
and then return it in the addressed and stamped envelope. I will then enter the information online. What will be
needed is the name of your church, name of your unit (if different), # of members, # of lost members, and a few
other questions. Please print and remember to include your appointed minister as she or he is an automatic
member of your unit. Knowing this information, is necessary for the your district, conference and the national
office. We thank all of your for your participation.
Have you read a good book yet? Do you or someone in your unit subscribe to Response (UMW mission magazine)
and/or New World Outlook? Have you ever participated in the UMW reading program? If you have, that is
fantastic! This is an excellent opportunity to learn, think and pray about mission and spiritually grow. If you need
information about the program, you can find it on the conference website (vaumw.com) or the national site
(unitedmethodistwomen.org). At the spring retreat, we will have printed catalogs of this year's books in the
different categories. You can read from this year's list and the previous five year's list. Books may possibly be
found at local libraries, shared with others, some are e-books (check Amazon, etc), hard copies bought and
borrowed from the conference's lending library. Let us know of any problems or any questions you might have.
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