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More than 6,000 United Methodist Women members and 
supporters gathered in Columbus, Ohio, May 18-20, for 
the 2018 United Methodist Women Assembly with the 
theme “The Power of Bold.” 

The Scripture focus for Assembly 2018 was the story of 
Mary, Mother of Jesus. Telling the story throughout the 
weekend were dancers Alexandria “Brinae Ali” Bradley 
and Dolores Sanchez, joined by spoken word artist 
Summer Dawn Reyes. 

This historic Assembly brought Methodist women in 
mission back to Columbus, site of the first Methodist 
women’s Assembly in 1942. It was also the official 
celebration of 150 years of Methodist women in mission, 
as United Methodist Women marks 150 years in March 
2019. In honor of the bold women that came before and 
to the bold women to come, the 2018 Assembly offering 
went to support the Legacy Fund Endowment. 

Assembly attendees heard from Climate Scientist 
Katharine Hayhoe, Nobel Laureate Leymah 
Gbowee, Children’s Defense Fund President Marian 
Wright Edelman and The New Jim Crow author Michelle 
Alexander, and young women activists Tamika Mallory, 
national co-organizer of the Women’s March, and United 
Methodist pastor the Rev. Hannah Bonner. 
Around 90 different workshops focused on leadership 
development, service and advocacy, spiritual growth and 
transformative education, and over 50 exhibitors filled the 
Assembly Experience Hall, which also featured action 
stations on United Methodist Women’s social justice 

focuses of climate justice, economic inequality, maternal 
and child health and criminalization of communities of color. 
Experience Hall visitors also heard from women from 
United Methodist Women’s past as actresses played key 
figures in mission history in the 150th Journey exhibit. 

Thousands took advantage of the Assembly mobile app 
and tuned into Facebook Live interviews with the event’s 
speakers, both new features for this year’s Assembly. 
Assembly 2018 also featured a teen track for United 
Methodist Women’s Limitless young women and mentors 
and saw an increase in participation of young women. A 
bookstore and fair-trade market gave attendees the 
opportunities to go home with resources for mission as 
well as sustainable gifts and souvenirs. 
Other artists who performed were Friends of the Groom 
theater troupe and Quixotic Cirque Nouveau as well as 
the Assembly Band. Nine women bishops of The United 
Methodist Church joined Assembly Sunday morning to 
serve communion. 

“We assemble because we must,” said Alisha Gordon, 
United Methodist Women executive for spiritual growth, 
during Friday morning’s opening worship. “We gather, 
and collect, and congregate and convene. We meet, and 
we rally. We construct and we build, because we must.” 

Because women, children and youth are depending on us. 

Join us at the next United Methodist Women’s 
Assembly May 20-22, 2022, in Orlando, Florida 
by Tara Barnes (excerpts from this article which appears at this link: 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/assembly-2018.) 

 

Women Find the Power of Bold at Assembly 



 

DISTRICT PRESIDENT, Melissa White 

This has been a very busy Spring with many 
opportunities “…to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons though 
Jesus Christ, (and) to develop…creative, 
supportive fellowships” along with my United 
Methodist Sisters!   As always, we had a good 
representation from the York River District of 
attendees at the Conference Spiritual Life 
Retreat in a new beautiful location, Eagle Eyrie 
in Lynchburg.  We were so blessed by the 
presence and the presentation of The Rev. Dr. 
Teresa Smith who shared with us “Peace 
Through the Psalms”. Two of my absolute 
favorite things we did over and over again 
during the weekend were… 
to recite (with great gusto and motions as a 
preschooler would) the opening verses of 
Psalm 27:   

The LORD is my light and my salvation— 
whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 
 of whom shall I be afraid? 

…and to be led by Pastor Teresa in guided 
meditation with eyes closed, feet firmly 
planted on the floor, and palms open to 
receive God’s blessing.    

On May 5th about thirty of us met and enjoyed 
the wonderful hospitality of the ladies at 
Tabernacle UMW for our York River District 
UMW Spiritual Life Event, “Within a Sacred 
Space:  A UMW Conversation on The Way 
Forward”.   We were honored to have with us 
and to hear the message of our District 
Superintendent, Rev. Seonyoung Kim who 
helped us illuminate the Scriptures by 
considering what it means to have Spiritual 
Fullness in Christ.  (See Colossians 2:6 – 10)  

Because our national organization of United 
Methodist Women has had 100 years of 
tackling the difficult issues that face the 
church through mission and issue studies, we 
shared training we received from the National 
Organization on how to help our members 
become informed about the Special Session 

of the General Conference in 2019 and the 
work of the Commission on a Way Forward.  
As United Methodists, we are encouraged to 
engage our members to learn and understand 
the issues facing the church and have our own 
perspectives. We are encouraged to consider 
what might be a proactive way for us to live 
together without trying to resolve our 
differences. I encourage you all to keep 
informed (see https://vaumc.org/WayForward) 
and keep our denomination in your prayers at 
such a time as this.    

I look forward to seeing many of my UMW 
Sisters at Annual Conference this June!  
Remember, I have UMW Breakfast tickets for 
sale!  (June 16 @ 6:45 am at the Hampton 
Roads Convention Center, cost:  $20)  Let me 
know if you would like to purchase one!    

   In Christ, Melissa  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH, Donna Turley  

Spring Into Peace Spring finally made it – and 
it has been brilliant with the new growth and 
colorful blooms – God’s handiwork.  It is so 
easy to get busy and miss the little things, 
make an extra effort to always look for and 
appreciate God’s beautiful gifts to us – you 
may even find a tiny pansy growing in a crack 
in the concrete beneath a bench. 
And speaking of gifts from God, the Rev. Dr. 
Teresa Smith is truly a gift.  We traveled to 
Lynchburg, along the way appreciating the 
blooming Dogwoods and Redbuds for our 
Spiritual Life Retreat at Eagle Eyrie where we 
were so blessed by Rev. Smith.  

Rev. Smith shared with us a new approach to 
the Psalms and even taught us a bit of 
meditation.  She inquired about where we sit 
at home when we read the Bible and 
commune with our Lord – is it a place of 
peace?  What would we need to change to 
make it a place of delight?  We should make a 
space for God to adjust our “to do” list.  God 
longs to be our God.  She said we should read 
the Bible until the Bible starts reading us. Try 
reading the Psalms from a different perspective 
– experience the emotions and situations of 



 

the joys and laments; how and where is God 
present in them?  God is calling us to 
obedience, God will build us a super highway 
in our super busy lives if we will let him; if we 
ask him – if we practice God’s word – God will 
be active in our life.  Isn’t this exciting? It was 
truly exciting experiencing Rev. Smith.   
May the 5th we held the York River District 
Spring Event at Tabernacle Poquoson. Our 
District Superintendent, Reverend Kim, was 
our speaker.   We enjoyed hospitality at 9:30 
a.m. and after a welcome and acknowledging 
our amazing hosts we had training on The Way 
Forward.  We had heavenly conversation at 
tables and then shared openly. 
Rev. Kim broke down each word in Colossians 
2: 6-10 Spiritual Fullness in Christ  
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built 
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. See to it 
that no one takes you captive through hollow and 
deceptive philosophy, which depends on human 
tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this 
world rather than on Christ. For in Christ all the 
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in 
Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the 
head over every power and authority. 

We learned another new way to read and 
understand the scriptures. As at the Spiritual Life 
Retreat we departed filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Please mark your calendars for Mission 
Encounter July 27-29 at Smith Mountain Lake 
4-H Center.  Come and join us and be filled 
with the Spirit of Peace. 
EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION,  
Mary Saylor 

By now most of you are familiar with the Living 
Into Our Purpose (LIOP) report. This tool 
guides local units in planning their UMW year. 
The LIOP report also allows units to share their 
accomplishments with the District and be 
recognized for their achievement. Julianne 
Rosas, Social Action coordinator, and I were 
inspired by the creative ways York River District 
women lived into our UMW Purpose last year 
as reported by local presidents and other unit 
leaders. We look forward to reviewing these 

reports again this fall. Units will be recognized 
at the York River District Annual meeting in 
October as Gold, Silver, or Bronze units 
according to the accomplishments reported on 
the LIOP forms. 
If your unit needs an LIOP form, you can 
download one from the Virginia United 
Methodist Women Web site or you can go to 
this site and fill in the information online.  
Here's how: 
(1) Visit www.vaumw.com. 
(2) Click on the blue CONFERENCE tab at the 
top of the Home page. 
(3) Click on the EDUCATION & 
INTERPRETATION header along the left side 
of the screen. 
(4) Click on the link to the LIVING INTO OUR 
PURPOSE form. 
If you'd prefer, I'll be happy to mail you a form 
when you give me a call at 757-722-5775. 
Our goal is to have 100% of our YRD units 
report on their 2017-2018 program year, 
whether or not you expect to meet the criteria 
as a Gold, Silver, or Bronze unit. After all, 
when you share your special project or study, 
this may inspire another unit to similar action. 
   "Make It Happen'" 
       Mary Saylor 
 
SOCIAL ACTION, Julianne Rosas 

 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-
justice/sustainability/waste-reduction 

    Julianne Rosas 



 

 
READING PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN: 

Did you know there is a reading program for 
children?  Children love to read and be read 
to.  Did you know that you can use the United 
Methodist Women’s list of children’s books in 
your Sunday School Class?  When you read to 
a class and discuss it with them, you can count 
all the members as having read a book and 
they receive a Certificate.   

A book I enjoyed is “One Well” about our water 
and its source.  This is a richly illustrated and 
timely book about our water and its source and 
one a child can relate to and who knows, 
maybe learn how to save this valuable 
resource! 
Because of the color used for illustrations 
Children’s books are not cheap but that is what 
catches a child’s attention, so invest! 

TREASURER, Josephine Smith 
Thank you, thank you to all you wonderful 
ladies for your calls, cards, and prayers for my 
recovery during these last few months.  I 
believe I’m on the road to regaining my 
strength now.   I truly appreciate all of you. 

Second quarter reports are due to me by June 10. 
Thanks to all of you for the wonderful work 
you are doing for United Methodist Women. 
Don’t forget Rainbow Givers need to be 
ordered by August 15 in order to get your pin 
to you by Annual Meeting October 6, 2018. 
And remember a Rainbow Giver automatically 
qualifies your unit for 5-star certificate.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at 804-693-5708 

or email me at joandjesse2860@gmail.com. 
My address is  

    Josephine Smith 
                2860 Millers Landing Road 
                Gloucester, VA 23061  
 
Information for YOU to KNOW!  	

• About	our	2018	York	River	District	UMW	Directory		
• Please	correct	the	email	address	for	Becky	

Morgan,	President	of	St.	Paul	UMC	to	read:		
beckyjane.morgan9@gmail.com		

• I	think	we’ve	corrected	other	errors	that	we	are	
aware	of…but	please	let	Melissa	White	know	if	
you	find	any	others!			

• We	are	looking	for	an	email	contact	to	receive	
UMW	information	for	the	following	churches:		
Mt.	Zion,	Gloucester;	Oak	Grove,	Carrolton;	St.	
Matthew,	Peary.	Tabernacle,	New	Kent.		Can	
you	help	us?	

	
• UPCOMING	DATES	to	note!	

• June	16	–	UMW	Breakfast	at	VA	Annual	
Conference,	6:45	am	…I	will	try	to	attend	both	
A.C.	preview	meetings	in	the	next	2	weeks	and	
will	bring	tickets	with	me	if	you	want	to	
purchase	one!!	

• July	14	–	Mission	Team	(District	
Officers/Nomination	committee	only)		
Finance/Planning	Meeting	@	Shackleford’s	
Chapel	UMC	@	10:30	am	

• July	28	–	29	–	MISSION	ENCOUNTER	at	Smith	
Mountain	Lake.			Follow	this	link	
https://www.vaumw.com/events/mission-
encounter/		for	registration	information!		
Registration	deadline	is	July	15th!				

• August	11	–	Important	Unit	Presidents	and	
Executive	Committee	meeting	@	10:30	am	at	
Trinity	UMC,	Newport	News.		Please	come!			

• Sept.	14	–	15	–	Young	Women’s	Event,	Camp	
Overlook,	Keezletown:		Theme:		Finding	the	
HOLY	in	the	Simple	Moments	with	Retreat	
Leader	Rev.	Joanna	Dietz.			

• October	6	–		York	River	District	United	
Methodist	Women	District	Meeting		@	9:30	
am,	Bellamy	UMC,	Gloucester.			



This is an opportunity to study current issues 
impacting society. The event is open to 
everyone: clergy and laity, men and women, 
adults and children.  Safe Sanctuary policy will 
be followed.  .5 CEU available.

Registration
Classroom space is limited. Register today. 

Online registration is available
except for UMW Conference and District 

officers and scholarship recipients
Registration Closes July 15 . Go to:  

vaumc.org/MissionEncounter

Make Scholarship requests to Business Manager:  
JoAnn Liskey, 540-434-2997, 

4856 Shen Lake Dr., Rockingham, VA 22801

What to Bring
Bring your Bible, course study book, 

notebook, pen/pencil and water bottle. 
Always fun to bring your favorite pillow. 

Purchase books in advance at 
umwmissionresources.org  
or  call 1-800-305-9857 to order. 

Also, bring your contributions for 
Kingsway Prision Ministry. 

2018 Virginia Conference Mission Encounter 
Registration July 27-29
Student Information: please print

Name ___________________________

Address _________________________ 
________________________________ 
Email ___________________________

Phone #(______)___________________ 

Church___________________________ 

District___________________________

Check one: 
__UMW Member     __UMW Unit Officer

__UMW District Officer  __UMW Conference Officer

__Clergy     __Deaconess   __Home Missioner

__Missionary   __Retired Missionary   __Guest

Age Level: (Circle One) 
6-12     13-18     19-29     30-39    40-49    50-59    60 > 
Gender _____________

In case of emergency, please notify: 
Name________________________
 Phone #(____)__________

Event Location
Mission Encounter will be held at 
W. E. Skelton
4-H Educational Conference Center 
at Smith Mountain Lake
775 Hermitage Rd
Wirtz, VA   24184

Registration Form Travel  Who Should Attend Mission 
Encounter 2018

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
July 27 - 29

Smith Mountain Lake
4-H Center

4 Courses
•

What About Our Money•

Embracing Wholeness•

Missionary Conferences of the
UMC in the USA

• Children’s Study:
Money Matters

Plus
• Worship and Singing
• Food and Fellowship
• Mission Project

Open to Everyone

-------------------------------------detach here to m
ail --------------------------------------

Please note all food allergies:
 _______________________________________

Please note mobility issues:
_______________________________________

Be sure to complete page 2 on the back!

Get directions:
http://skelton4hcenter.org/contact/

Mission Encounter is a cooperative 
event sponsored by the Virginia 

Conference Missional Ministries Board  
and the Virginia Conference United 

Methodist Women.

growing toge
ther

http://skelton4hcenter.org/contact/


Embracing Wholeness explores the ways God has 
called us to live in covenantal relationship with all 
of creation and challenges readers to work toward 
stronger and healthier relationships with creation, 
their communities, themselves, and God. It begins 
with the theological and biblical foundation for our 
covenantal relationship with creation and moves 
forward into our community, our relationships, and 
our very selves. Each chapter explores both our 
personal and corporate responsibilities to those 
around us and addresses current issues, such as 
climate change, social responsibility, and justice 
concerns.

Money Matters endeavors to teach children about 
the concept of money, the importance of 
generosity, and how God intends for us to use 
money as an expression of love for others. 
Participants will develop an understanding of the 
origins and purpose of money; learn about giving 
from biblical examples; explore the concept of 
intentional giving and how we can use our 
resources to be a part of God's plan; and 
understand the importance of being content with 
what we have.  Each session contains suggestions 
from children's literature that correspond with the 
central topics. These are reinforced through 
activities, arts-and-crafts projects, and other 
hands-on learning experiences. 

Mission Studies

By J. Ann Craig with special 
contributions by Deborah Bass 
Instructor Deaconess Lisa Nichols
This study tells the story of the three 
missionary conferences of The United 
Methodist Church: Alaska United Methodist 
Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, 
and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference. You will learn about the history 
and how each conference is founded as well 
as how they add to the richness of the United 
Methodist connection in the United States. 
The study explores church history alongside 
U.S. history in these regions, our ability to 
both welcome and marginalize those we 
consider different from ourselves, and the 
ways in which the church comes together to 
welcome and support our sisters and brothers 
through creative and authentic ministry.  

Children's Study: 
Money Matters, $10

 By Denise Snyder 
Instructor Rev. Laura Douglass

Schedule & Fees
Mission Encounter is Friday, July 27 
through Sunday July 29, 2018.  

Registration: Friday 3:30 pm 
Classes begin after dinner. 
ME will end following lunch on Sunday.

Cost is $190 
Children, ages 6-12  $95 

Mission Project

What About Our Money 
$10, $5.95 Kindle

By Susan K. Taylor 

Embracing Wholeness 
$10, $5.95 Kindle 
By Jessica Stonecypher

Instructors Dr. Karen McElfish, 
Jaydee Hanson, Nancy Robinson

Kingsway Prison Ministry Kingsway is
a non-profit organization that spreads the word 
of Jesus Christ to inmates, ex-offenders, and 
their families. Kingsway offers services and 
programs throughout Virginia.

 Items to bring:
#2 Pencils
5 x 8 Notepads: Bound on top, 
              not from Dollar store 
6 oz tubes of Toothpaste 
Blank note cards

Select Classes: (number by preference)
_____Missionary Conferences of the 
          United Methodist Church in the USA
_____What About Our Money
_____Korean Language: What About Our 
           Money
_____Embracing Wholeness 
_____Children's Study: Money Matters

 Note: When not in class session, 
all children must be in company of 
their responsible adult.

Cost:
____ $190
_____$95 for children ages 6 -12

Make checks payable to 
Mission Encounter 
for the full amount

        No refunds or cancellations 
after July 15

Questions concerning registration?

    Call Betsy Hanmer 434-736-9241 

Mail registration and check to: 
Betsy Hanmer 
P.O. Box 206 
Keysville, VA 23947

 ____I need .5 CEU

Learning 
Together
for the 
Transformation 
of the World

SIDE 2 of REGISTRATION FORM
be sure you have completed page 1 

on the other side

---------------------------------detach here to m
ail ------------------------------------

Paying by Credit Card?
Online registration is available
except for UMW Conference and District 
officers and scholarship recipients

Instructors 
Rev. Dr. Stanley Hargraves, 
Rev. Stephen Clark, 
Rev. David Rash, Rev. JaeHaeng Choi 
Most of us would rather talk about politics or 
death or pretty much anything else before we 
talk about money. What About Our Money? A 
Faith Response explores how we understand 
money within the context of our faith. This 
discussion and our own awareness of how we 
relate to money can actually help free us from 
many of the financial dilemmas we face.The 
focus of this study is both personal and 
communal. We will explore our own 
relationship with money, the money choices 
available to us, and how we individually and 
collectively respond to economic inequalities in 
light of our faith.

Missionary Conferences of 
the United Methodist Church 
in the United States 
$10, $5.35 Kindle



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rev. Joanna Dietz 

 
A deacon in the United Methodist Church, she is currently serving at 
Braddock Street UMC in Winchester as Minister of Mission and 
Service. She has a passion for seeking out those who are marginalized 
and bringing out their gifts for the greater community. A graduate of 
Wesley Theological Seminary (WTS) in 2005, she is currently 
working on her Doctor of Ministry in Effective Leadership, Social 
Holiness, and Ministry of the Poor in conjunction with Cambridge 
University and WTS.  
 
Married to Norm, the love and anchor in her chaotic life, she enjoys 
hiking and playing board games with him and their two sons and 
daughter-in-law. She searches for God in the quiet moments, which 
sometimes come by surprise and sometimes have to be found. 
 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 
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YOUNG WOMEN’S EVENT 

SEPTEMBER 14-15, 2018 
 
 

  
 

	
                                                 	
 
 
 
 
 

Finding The Holy  
In The Simple Moments 

  
Retreat Leader: Rev. Joanna Dietz 

 
Blessings Lodge, Camp Overlook 

3014 Camp Overlook Lane 
Keezletown, VA 22832 

 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have 
been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the 
image and then insert it again.



 
Directions 

From I 81N or 81S: I 81 to Exit 257, left on Mayland Rd, (Rt 259) 370 
ft, right on North Valley Pike (Rt 11) 2.1 mi, left on Martz Rd (Rt 806) 
3.4 mi, right on Mountain Valley Rd (Rt 620) 1.8 mi, left on 
Armentrout Path (Rt 722). 
 

Details 
Hosted by The Virginia Conference United Methodist Women for 
young women ages 18 (out of high school) to 40, attendance is not 
predicated on membership. Bring a friend. Bring Bible, pen/pencil, 
alarm clock, favorite snack to share. Drinks provided. 
 

Scholarships 
Scholarships may be available. Contact your District UMW President 
or email walshpn@visuallink.com or buckrowbeach@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

September 14-15 Young Women’s Event Schedule  
(tentative) 

 
Friday evening 
 5:00-6:30 Check in/registration 
 6:45  Dinner 
 7:30-9:00 Group gathering 1 
 9:00-  Fellowship 
 
Saturday  
 8:30  Breakfast 
 9:15-12:00 Group gathering 2 
 12:15  Lunch 
 1:15-2:45 Group gathering 3 
 3:00-4:00 Worship/Communion 
 

 
 

 
VIRGINIA	CONFERENCE	UNITED	METHODIST	WOMEN	

YOUNG	WOMEN’S	EVENT	
September	14-15,	2018	

	
Name____________________________________________	
	
Street____________________________________________	
	
City______________________State___Zip______	
	
Phone____________________Email___________________	
	
Church___________________District__________________	
	
Roommate(s)______________________________________	
	
Check	all	that	apply	to	you:		18-22___	23-29___30-35___	
36-40___	First	Time___	Night	Owl___	
Food	allergies/limitations___	List:______________________	
	
Check	choice	of:	
___Friday	evening	lodging,	dinner	and	Saturday	breakfast	&	lunch,		
	 $75	
___Day	retreater	breakfast,	lunch,	$25	
	
Total	remitted:_______	
	
Checks	payable	to	Virginia	Conference	United	Methodist	Women.	
Send	registration	form	and	check	for	total	to:	
	
Joyce	Winston																																			Registration	deadline:	
2411	E	Pembroke	Ave.																															September	7,	2018	
Hampton,	VA	23664-1243	
Phone:	757-851-6897	
Email:	buckrowbeach@gmail.com	




