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I hope you have had a chance to register for Mission
Encounter 2018!

We have an exciting offering of classes to choose including:
"What About Our Money",
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"Embracing Wholeness", and
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Contact Information
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"Missionary Conferences".

2018 United Methodist Women Press Releases and Action Alerts. Visit UnitedMethodistWomen.org for more
information.
United Methodist Women
members Roll Up Their
Sleeves for Day of Service Projects in Columbus

@UMWomen asks @ Chevron
to #CutMethane
Faith & Social Justice Focus of
United Methodist Women Assembly

We have a dynamic children's class on "Money
Matters".
We are using the 4-H Educational Conference
Center at Smith Mountain Lake this year. The
facilities are excellent, a few short walks and a
slight grade between classrooms and dining.
The Mission Project will benefit Kingsway Prison
Ministry.

Fight for SNAP

Register online, pick up an information form from
your district president or from the UMW table at
Annual Conference. If you have a roommate
preference, just write it in.

United Methodist Women
Leaders Join Poor People’s
Campaign in D.C.

Looking forward to seeing you July 27 to July 29.
Bring your children and grandchildren!

The Amazing Adventures of
Methodist Women in Mission

Marilyn Blagg, Dean

Pre-Assembly Action Events

United Methodist Women
Joins Columbus Groups in
Rally for Living Wage
United Methodist Women:
Annual Conference Votes
Proof of the Unfinished Business of Gender Justice
Mai Gray: A Methodist and an
Activist
United Methodist Women Affirms March for Our Lives
The Paris Agreement: A Plan
for a More Sustainable Environment

President

VicePresident
Karen McElfish

Mary Jane Rawley

I don’t know about you, but 2018 seems to be
flying by fast. What an exciting time we are in
for United Methodist Women! We are in a season of celebration. I think of that 1980’s song
titled “Celebration” by Kool and the Gang. We
celebrated Women’s History month in March
along with International Women’s Day. Of
course, May brings Mother’s Day and we celebrate our birth mothers as well as those who
have nurtured us throughout the years. We
celebrated with John Hatcher who retired after
40 plus years at the Wesley Community Service Center. His dear wife Myrtle Frances
Hatcher’s life was celebrated when she passed
on to glory this spring. In several weeks we will
be traveling to Columbus, OH for Assembly
where we will celebrate the 150th Birthday of
United Methodist Women to occur in 2019.
Hopefully, in 2019 we all will have a celebration of our own here in Virginia through our different events and at our Annual Conference in
Roanoke in June 2019.
I celebrate all our United Methodist Women
around Virginia for all the work you do for women, children and youth! Keep up the good
work!
Blessings,
Mary Jane Rawley,
President

Blow up the balloons! Bring out the party hats!
Start baking a cake! United Methodist Women
is about to celebrate its 150th Anniversary!!
One hundred and Fifty years of being in mission
to women, children and youth around the world.
One Hundred and Fifty years of educating for
mission. One Hundred and Fifty years of spiritual growth. One hundred and Fifty years of
fellowship. What a Legacy! Let’s celebrate!
As we celebrate, let’s remember some of the
things we have done to contribute to that legacy. What mission projects have we served on?
What mission studies have we attended? What
sisters have we met? What friendships have
grown? How have we grown in our faith? Tell
your story! Share your legacy!
Then let’s start to think about the next one hundred and fifty years. We want this organization
we love to be there for our daughters and our
granddaughters, our nieces, our young friends,
so they have the opportunity to serve in mission,
grow in faith and be in fellowship. To that end,
United Methodist Women has developed the
Legacy Fund, an endowment to ensure the future work of the organization. To date members
of the Virginia Conference have given $93,523!
So far, the total gifts to the fund have exceeded
$20,100,000 towards a campaign goal of
$60,000,000! We are a generous group! But
we have a way to go. Please consider ways
you can give. You can make donations in honor
or recognition of someone, perhaps a sister
UMW member. You can pledge regular continuing support. You can remember United Methodist Women in your will. Lots of ways to support! Please consider how you might give to the
Legacy Fund!
And then come to the party! We will celebrate
together at our Annual Meeting in 2019 and
throughout the year! What a legacy we have, of
One Hundred and Fifty years of serving women,
children and youth around the world. Let’s
celebrate!!
Karen McElfish, Vice-President
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Secretary
Ann Shappell

Please take note of the following updates to the
2017 Annual Report which was distributed in
March.
Inside Front Cover: District Annual Meetings 2018 dates should be:
• Danville, Oct. 14;
• Farmville, Sept. 22, and
• York River, Oct. 6.
Page 4: National Office phone number is
(212) 870-3900.
Page 4: Sherri Krauss's phone number is
(540) 798-4001.
Page 7: Elise Harrison's name is now
Elise Kollman.
Page 13: Betsy Hamner's phone number is
(434) 736-9241.
If anyone has noticed an error or a needed correction, please contact Ann Shappell at
shappellann@gmail.com or (757) 809-5137.
Ann Shappell
Secretary

Treasurer
Linda Borror

At our recent Executive Committee Meeting in
March, the Finance Committee recommended
approval of five scholarships amounting to
$8,500, which was approved by the Executive
Committee. Those recipients from the Lucy
Clyde Blanton Scholarship fund were Kelsey
Cunningham and Emma Houlgrave, both attending the Bon Secours Memorial College of
Nursing. There were three recipients of grants
from the Jean Frances Craig/Agnes C. Burr
fund: Agape Christian Children’s Community
Center and a school in Liberia and one in Turkey.
District audits should be completed by June 1 of
this year and a copy sent to the Conference
Treasurer for file. As always, encourage your
ladies to become Rainbow Women givers by
August 1, 2018, and don’t forget to hold your
candle burning ceremony or program to include
your entire congregation. This keeps our organization and its purpose before the church and a
good time to invite women to become members.
I will be attending the Assembly in Columbus,
Ohio May 17-20 and look forward to a busy
summer for United Methodist Women. Please
contact me if you have questions or need assistance.
Blessings,
Linda Borror
Conference Treasurer
Linda.borror1@gmail.com
(540) 868-1497; cell (540) 664-5912
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Mission Education
& Interpretation
Brenda NeSmith

John Hatcher, beloved Executive Director of
Wesley Community Service Center, has officially retired! On Sunday, April 29th, family, friends
and community gathered to honor John for 48
years of faithful service to Wesley. Program
participants included Ms. Darlene Amon, past
Virginia Conference UMW president and a past
Director of United Methodist Women; Mr. John
Rowe, Portsmouth City mayor; Ms. Aldora
Hatcher, John's sister; Father Frederick Walker,
Canon, St. James Episcopal Church, where
John is a lifelong member; Ms. Madine Anderson, Wesley staff member and Rev. Wayne
Snead, Elizabeth River District Superintendent.
Spirited vocal, saxophone and organ solos inspired the audience and afterwards, guests enjoyed a delicious buffet on the grounds.
Guest speakers lauded John for his passion and
love of people, his noble and honorable demeanor, and calm spirit as an administrator. In
2016 John was named "First Citizen of Portsmouth" in recognition of a lifetime commitment
of service to the Portsmouth community. In his
remarks, John shared that the occasion was bittersweet for him since losing his wife, Myrtle
Frances, who died unexpectedly in February,
2018. He acknowledged comfort in knowing
that Myrtle Frances' spirit was present with us
on this special day. Myrtle Frances, a United
Methodist elder, was serving Main Street UMC,
Suffolk at the time of her passing. The couple
had planned to enter retirement together.

residents, families and Naval Shipyard workers.
Wright Memorial Methodist Church was an integral part of Wesley's beginnings and ministry.
After World War II, the population transitioned
racially, and the entire Newtown area served by
Wesley became an African American community.
Our Mission Giving provides vital support for
Wesley and the other national mission institutions. I invite you to visit unitedmethodistwomen.org, select "Where the Money Goes" and
then "United Methodist Women Finances/
Grants Disclosure." Perusal of this site is helpful in grasping the importance of our continued
financial support as we look forward to the next
administrator of Wesley. Thanks to United
Methodist Women members, Melissa White,
Nancy Yarborough and Joann McClung who
serve on Wesley's Board.
These words epitomize Wesley's ministry:
"Mission is presence, relationship, witnessing
and sharing. Mission is refusing to turn away
when the tears of God are being shed over the
violence and injustice and suffering of God's
wayward creation." - by UMW supported Mission Intern, David Hosey.
In mission with you,
Brenda NeSmith
Education and Interpretation Coordinator

Wesley Community Service Center, one of
nearly 100 United Methodist Women-related national mission institutions in the U.S, is the only
national mission institution in Virginia. According to Ethel Born in her book, Candlesticks,
Wesley Community Service Center traces its
beginnings to 1937 when the Woman's Missionary Council, Methodist Episcopal Church, South
(1890-1939) initiated a home mission project in
Portsmouth. Subsequently, the City Mission
Board established Wesley House in the Newtown Section of South Portsmouth, a crowded
neighborhood populated at that time by white
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Spiritual
Growth

Membership
Nurture and
Outreach
Nancy Walsh

Mary Wright

Are You a Peacemaker –
Finding Peace through the Psalms?
There are some people who bring peace to every situation, and then there are those who always seem to be surrounded by confusion. Recently at the Spiritual Life Retreat, in listening to
the message, “Find Peace through the Psalms,”
I learned the Hebrew word for peace is shalom.
I have sung that word many times without knowing the real meaning UMH #666 “Shalom to
You.”
Peace is not the absence of conflict as some
would have you believe, peace is of God’s love,
his mercy, forgiveness, justice and the turning of
one’s heart to the righteousness of God our Father. It is also a sense of wellbeing and fulfillment. Peace making starts from within, a peace
that surpasses all understanding comes from
God and is dependent on His presence.
At Spiritual Life Retreat, Finding Peace through
the Psalms was very well expressed through the
reading Psalms, several meditations, imagery
(cool water running over our feet), deep breathing and laughter.

You and the Young Women’s Event
Please find the registration form for the Young
Women’s Event, September 14 and 15, Camp
Overlook, Keezletown, VA in this issue of The
Link. Why would you bother? How many of you
have asked how to encourage younger women
to participate as members of United Methodist
Women?
The Young Women’s Event is not the only way,
but it is one way. It is also one way for United
Methodist Women to make a lasting impression.
The opportunity for younger women to have
some time away from family and job is valuable
to them. With so much to do and so little time,
when else can they spend personal time with
God? Your encouragement and your scholarships make a difference. You can be the force
for future growth of United Methodist Women.
Nancy Walsh
Mission Coordinator for
Membership Nurture & Outreach

We were at peace with nature, each other and
with God. When we greet each other, shalom
my sister, I know that you want me to enjoy
good, not just avoid evil. A peace maker does
not just love peace but works to make peace.
Mary V. Wright
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
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Social
Action

Nominations
Nancy Yarborough

Marilyn Blagg

Social Action Priorities
Quadrennial Issue Priorities 2017- 2020
•
•
•
•

Climate Justice
Criminalization of Communities of Color
Economic Inequality
Maternal and Child Health

Social Action
Greetings & Blessings to you as you continue to
bring the Social Action Priorities to your District
and units.
The work continues even as the work of the
General Assembly is over for this year. Issues
we supported had various outcomes. Please
see the updates from VICPP at “Alerts from the
Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy: http://
www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org”.

Hebrews 11:1 Now FAITH is confidence in
what we hope for and assurance about what we
do not see.
So many times, we take this leap of Faith and
pray God is blessing our decision making. So it
is with selecting nominees for positions for the
Virginia Conference United Methodist Women,
it’s a leap of Faith. We are busy and in prayer
for our slate of officers for the year 2019-2020.
A great time to be working with and for my fellow ladies on the nominations committee.
Thank you for prayers, you are praying for us??
Right??
Blessings
Nancy Yarborough, Chair CON

As a part of the Board of Church and Society,
we will be presenting material at Annual Conference during the Great Day of Service. We will
be holding Social Justice presentations on three
separate social justice issues at the convention
center. Each presentation will last 45 minutes
and will feature a Q&A portion. Each person
who signs up for this option can attend all three
talks. If you aren't up to working with the city of
Hampton or building Kits for Conference, please
consider the Social Justice option.
Blessings as you do the work of UMW in your
community, district and conference.
Marilyn Blagg, Social Action Coordinator
Marilynblagg@hotmail.com
540-396-6127

Photo of Joyce Winston and Nancy Yarborough at Leadership Development Days in St. Louis.
Photo info says: Red rope in worship - Photo: Yvette Moore.
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 2018 Calendar

June 2

UMW Day at Ferrum College

June 15-17

Virginia Annual Conference, Hampton

June 16

UMW Breakfast at Conference, Hampton

July 27-29

Mission Encounter, 4H Camp at Smith Mountain Lake

September 14-15

Young Women’s Event, Camp Overlook, Keezletown

October 6

Budget Meeting, UM Center, Glen Allen

October 26

Mission Team Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News

October 27

Executive Committee Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News

October 27

46th Annual Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News

November TBD

Wesley Learning Resource Center, Washington DC
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CONTACT INFORMATION

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE MISSION TEAM 2018

President
Mary Jane Rawley
(540)828-2436
dwrawley@msn.com

Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Mary Wright
(703)730-0448
Marytony3958@comcast.net

Vice President
Karen McElfish
(703)522-6837
James.McElfish@verizon.net

Secretary of Program Resources
Jeanette Yoh
(757)871-1459
Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com

Secretary
Ann Shappell
(757)809-5137
shappellann@gmail.com

Communications Coordinator
Frances Ellis
(703)476-1127
fwellis@aol.com or umwlink@gmail.com

Treasurer
Linda Borror
(540)868-1497
Linda.borror1@gmail.com

Chair Nominations
Nancy Yarborough
(757)877-2155
Nancyjane0405@aol.com

Education and Interpretation Coordinator
Brenda NeSmith
(804)323-9134
BrendaNesmith1@gmail.com

Korean Language Coordinator
Sarah Park
(240)328-4196
shinjds1004@gmail.com

Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator
Nancy Walsh
(540)662-5055
walshpn@visuallink.com

Hispanic Language Coordinator
Julianne Rosas
(703)963-9356
Julie@LowerUMC.com

Social Action Coordinator
Marilyn Blagg
(540)396-6127
marilynblagg@hotmail.com
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