February 2018

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Officer Reports

1-4

Around the Conference

5

Scholarship Application Information

6-7

Day of Giving
Spiritual Life Retreat

8
9-10

2018 Assembly

11

UMW Day at Ferrum College

12

2018 Calendar

13

Mission Team
Contact Information

14

2018 United Methodist
Women Press Releases
and Action Alerts. Visit
UnitedMethodistWomen.org
for more information.

Officers, Schools and
Institutional Racism Part 2
Officers, Schools and
Institutional Racism Part 1
The Tax Plan: Congressional Leaders and
White House Set Agenda
United Methodist Women
Stands with DREAMERS

Mary Jane Rawley

BE BOLD, RIGHT NOW!
I wish you a BOLD new year as
a United Methodist Woman!

I am beginning my second year of being your President. I have a great Executive Committee and Mission Team
serving you as well. I look forward to
seeing each of you at our events in
2018!

The year 2018 will take us on a Serving BOLDLY,
Mary Jane Rawley
journey to Assembly in Columbus, OH where the theme is The President
Power of BOLD. Throughout
our United Methodist Women
history our foremothers have
dared to be BOLD. As a BOLD
community of women we need
to continue the work started 149
years ago. I am reminded of the
logo on some of our UMW conference shirts years ago “Well
Behaved Women Seldom Make
History”. Today, we do have the
right to speak up when injustices
are done and hopefully we will
be BOLD enough to do it.

Your conference leadership
team met for the first time in
2018 on January 13th. We have
an exciting year planned which
includes a Spiritual Life Retreat
at Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center April 20-22 with the
Rev. Dr. Theresa Smith as our
leader. The theme is “Finding
Peace through the Psalms”. This
is a new venue for us and we
hope you will join us.

Happy Valentine’s Day

VicePresident
Karen McElfish

I attended two United Methodist Women’s meetings
recently that reminded me just how important our
Purpose is! In the first meeting our local unit executive committee talked about how to educate our new
associate pastor on the value of a strong United
Methodist Women’s local unit. He had inquired
about our goals for the year and means of assessing
if we achieved them. The discussion turned to our
Purpose, which is in many ways our mission statement. We are an organization whose goals are to
grow in our relationship with God and Jesus Christ,
to support one another in fellowship and to serve in
mission locally, regionally, nationally and globally.
And we have a long history of doing just that!
The second meeting was our district training day, an
opportunity for learning about new and on-going positions in our local units and for fellowship with our
sisters around the district. Again the discussion
turned to the Purpose! What does United Methodist
Women offer potential new members? We have opportunities for spiritual growth, such as prayer breakfasts, vesper services, or retreats, such as the Conference Spiritual Life Retreat (April 20-22 at Eagle
Eyrie). We are in community together at every event
we hold, from our circle meetings, days apart and
annual meetings, to Assembly (May 18-20 in Columbus, OH). And we grow in our service to mission as
we lobby at United Methodist Day at General Assembly, learn at Mission Encounter (July 27-29 at
the 4H Camp at Smith Mountain Lake), and put our
hands and feet in action on mission projects
throughout the year.
As for assessing if we have achieved our goals, our
“Living into our Purpose” form is just the tool! Each
local unit can use it to help plan programs for the
year. And as Monica Sprague, former Conference
Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation, has often encouraged us, each member can
use the form as a guide for her own growth as a
United Methodist Woman!

Treasurer
Linda Borror

Scholarship information and the application are available in this newsletter for the March 1 deadline which
must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer.
Please see if there are projects in your area that
would qualify for the Jean Frances Craig/Agnes C.
Burr Mission Fund; and if anyone in your church or
community who might qualify to apply for the Lucy
Clyde Blanton Scholarship Fund. If I can be of assistance, please let me know.
Mission Giving money from all 16 districts of the Virginia Conference for 2017 sent to the United Methodist Women, Inc. NY was $614,958.71. This was
90% of our pledge!!! Congratulations to the 10 districts that met and/or exceeded their pledge to mission giving for 2017. They were: Alexandria, Charlottesville, Eastern Shore, Farmville, James River,
Lynchburg, Rappahannock River, Richmond, Roanoke and York River. Also, the following six units
answered the supplemental call for funds: Alexandria, Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, Lynchburg, Richmond and Winchester.
In addition, the amount of Legacy funds sent to the
Virginia Conference was $15,341.16. We cannot
thank you enough for all the hard work and dedication each and every one of you has done this past
year. You have done an outstanding job in working
so hard to meet your pledge and most of you came
very close. As we enter this New Year, let’s continue
to go forward with discernment and determination
and know that whatever amount you contribute toward your pledge will help someone somewhere
have a better life and hope for their future. God
Bless you.
Blessings,
Linda Borror
Conference Treasurer
Linda.borror1@gmail.com
(540) 868-1497; cell (540) 664-5912

We are vital and valuable as United Methodist Women! We have a long and rich legacy! Let’s have a
great year, as we know God and Jesus Christ, as
we create and support our fellowships and as we
serve in mission, together!
Karen
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Mission Education
& Interpretation

Social
Action
Marilyn Blagg

Social Action Priorities
Quadrennial Issue Priorities 2017- 2020
Brenda NeSmith

Dear UMW Sisters,
It is my privilege and joy to join the Conference UMW
Team as the Coordinator for Education and Interpretation (E and I). I want to thank my predecessor,
Monica Sprague, for her devoted service as the E
and I Coordinator for 2017 and the Social Action Coordinator, 2013-16.
At the beginning of each New Year, one of my first
tasks is to fill in all the dates on my new calendar.
One event that is very important for me and I hope
also for you, is our 2018 Mission Encounter, a wonderful mission education experience! Please reserve
the date: July 27-29, 2018 at the 4-H Conference
Center at Smith Mountain Lake. You may be wondering about the lodgings that we will have. Let me
assure you, the accommodations are very comfortable, situated in a beautiful lake retreat setting. For a
“virtual tour” of the premises, go to our webpage,
vaumw.com and under the featured events, you will
find photographs of the facility. In the same area,
there is also a video entitled “Mission Encounter Introduction,” prepared by Betsey Davis. Consider using the photos and the video to publicize Mission Encounter, especially useful in recruiting new persons
to attend the event.
A reminder about “Living Into Our Purpose”: I encourage all units to utilize this tool for planning and
evaluating your mission work. It has been thoughtfully prepared and tailored to include your local missions, as well as District and Conference projects
and priorities. Your membership size is considered,
which means that no matter the size, every unit’s
work is valued and worthy of recognition. The period
covered is from 1 September 2017 to 31 August
2018. The form may be accessed from the
webpage, vaumw.com, and for the first time, there is
also a “fillable form” available for your use.
Together, through United Methodist Women, we are
truly making a difference throughout the world! I look
forward to meeting you and learning the special
ways that you are touching the lives of others. God
bless all that you do in mission!

Climate Justice
Criminalization of Communities of Color
Economic Inequality
Maternal and Child Health
Greetings & Blessings to you as you continue to
bring the Social Action Priorities to your District and
units.
Part of my responsibilities as Social Action Coordinator is to serve on the board of the Conference Legislative Network. We sponsor the United Methodist
Day at the General Assembly. We had a very successful day this year. With smaller numbers to work
with, we were able to arrange appointments with attendees State Senators and a number of State Delegates. Talking points included support for expansion
of Medicaid to include the working poor who are currently ineligible. This includes families who are
forced to use the Emergency Department for care,
driving up costs for all. We also support raising the
felony threshold from the current $200 to $500 which
is a compromise, but has a chance of passing. Higher amounts are more reasonable, but we may get the
$500 written into the law. This has not been
changed since the 1980’s so is overdue.
Please see the updates from VICPP at “Alerts from
the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy: http://
www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org”.
As Social Action Coordinator I serve on the Board of
Church and Society, working on the sub-group of
Ending Poverty. We are working on ways to get the
word out to the members of the Virginia Conference.
Possibilities include articles in The Advocate, a Facebook page, and other social media outlets. The
work of the Board also includes Caretakers of God’s
Creation and Peace & Non-Violence.
Blessings as you do the work of UMW in your community, district and conference.
Marilyn Blagg,
Social Action Coordinator
Marilynblagg@hotmail.com
540-396-6127

Brenda NeSmith
Education and Interpretation Coordinator
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Spiritual
Growth

Membership
Nurture and
Outreach

Mary Wright

Nancy Walsh

Spiritual Growth, the Heart and Faith

Young Women’s Event

The more we love one another and pray for one another,
the more we grow spiritually. Let us ask ourselves a question, are we participating in activities that are not fruitful in
our lives, wasting resources that would otherwise nourish
our Spiritual Life? Are we allowing the love of Christ in our
hearts to connect us with others?

September 14-15, 2018 will be the Young Women’s Event to be held at Camp Overlook near
Harrisonburg. The Rev. Joanna Dietz, a deacon
serving as the Minister of Mission and Service,
Braddock Street UMC in Winchester, will be the
guest speaker on the topic of Finding the Holy in
the Simple Moments.

The heart is the dwelling place where God does his work
in the individual. ”The requirements of the law are written
on their hearts.” (Romans 2:15) The heart is a place of
renewal. Before Saul became king, God gave him a new
heart. (I Samuel 10:9) The heart is our connection to God;
when we pray we are talking to God and in meditation we
listen to Him.
As we obey the great commission to love thy neighbor as
thyself, we are showing God’s love. When we adhere to
our United Methodist Women purpose and provide funds
for women, youth and children that help them have a better life, the love of God is spread at home and abroad.
“Hope does not disappoint us because God has poured
out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.” (Romans
5:5) Emotions such as affection, joy, and peace originate
in the heart, as well as caring and sorrow. The heart is
often spoken of as the center of Spiritual Growth and Life.

Drawing upon the power of the Holy Spirit within us we
grow in our faith. We claim our place with women who
stepped outside the boundaries imposed upon them by
others. Priscilla, Deborah and Jael to name a few. Priscilla worked alongside her husband with Paul making tents,
Deborah went along with Barak in the desert which gave
him courage to fight Israel’s’ enemy Sisera. Jael, when
confronted by General Sisera in her tent in the desert,
gave him strong drink, and assassinated him when he fell
asleep. Her action is celebrated in the Song of Deborah
(Judges 5:24-27)

Please be intentional about looking and seeking
out those young women (ages 18, out of high
school, to 40ish) who would benefit from taking
some time away from the ordinary to search for
God. As Virginia Conference United Methodist
Women, we think it is important to offer our
younger women time with each other and time to
explore their spirituality. We hope that you think
it is important too. Over and over is heard, how
do we get younger women involved? This event
is just such an opportunity. Those interested do
not need to be a member of United Methodist
Women nor do they need to belong to your
church. They need to have an open heart, and
your open heart is needed to embrace them.
Nancy Walsh
Mission Coordinator for
Membership Nurture & Outreach

God’s love never lessens or ceases. Our faith does not
earn His love any more than our failings turn Him away
from us. Jesus said, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, be uprooted
and planted in the sea, and it will obey you.” (Luke 17:6)
Mary V. Wright
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
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Around the Conference
Standing in the Red Zone

Staunton District Mission Team at People United in
Christ UMC

__________________________________________

UMW members of Chestnut Memorial UMC, York
River District, are shown dressed in red in support of
the UMW annual awareness campaign, “Intercept
the Traffickers.” Members were asked to “stand in
the Red Zone to symbolize our push to move
through the goal posts toward victory against the human traffickers.”
__________________________________________

York River District
__________________________________________

Marilyn Blagg at the preparation for UM Day at General Assembly putting the information packets and
"swag" together to give away to participants.
__________________________________________
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women Scholarships
AVAILABLE FOR 2018
APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER FEBRUARY 1, 2018
Jean Frances Craig/Agnes C. Burr Mission Fund, established 1998 and 2007
It is stipulated that the income shall be used for missionary projects at home and abroad. Written
application for grants must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer by March 1 and shall include
the following information: name and nature of the project, amount requested and how it shall be
used, name of person or institution requesting the grant, and complete contact information.
Recommendations shall be submitted by the Finance Committee to the Executive Committee for approval.

The Lucy Clyde Blanton Scholarship Fund established 2006
It is stipulated by the donor that the income shall be used to assist students preparing to become
nurses or missionaries. Written application for scholarship must be submitted to the Conference
Treasurer by March 1 and shall include the following information: name and nature of the request,
amount requested and how it shall be used, name of person or institution requesting the scholarship
and complete contact information.
Recommendations shall be submitted by the Finance Committee to the Executive Committee for approval.
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR OCTOBER 2018
APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER SEPTEMBER 1, 2018
Katherine Kyle Memorial Scholarship Fund established 1993
This scholarship is awarded annually to a woman or youth for scholarship assistance for school tuition, short-term mission work or other as recommended by the Finance Committee and approved by
the Executive Committee preceding the Annual Meeting. Application forms are available from the
district president and must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer by October 1.
Carroll Palmer Estate Fund established 1984
It is stipulated that the income shall be used ½ for needy children and that ½ be used for educational materials (scripture portions, bibles, etc. in India and elsewhere where the need it greatest.)
Written applications for grants must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer by October 1, and
shall include the following information: name and nature of the project, amount requested and how
it shall be used, name of person or institution requesting the grant, and complete contact information.
Recommendations shall be submitted by the Finance Committee to the Executive committee for approval.
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women
(Name of Scholarship) ____________________________________________
Application Form
This scholarship assistance is awarded annually (when money is available) to an applicant for school tuition, short-term mission work, mission projects, etc. or other help
as approved by the Executive Committee.
(See attached criteria for each scholarship.)
Applications forms are available from the district president or conference treasurer and must be submitted to the Conference Treasurer by March 1, 2018.

Date: ________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________________________________________________
Email address: ____________________________________________________
College/Seminary/or Project: Name and Address: ______________________
_________________________________________________________________
Church Activities: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Future Plans: _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Special Interest: ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Amount Requested: ________________________________
Please attach separate sheet with additional information explaining how this amount will be used within the purview of
the scholarship.

Recommended by __________________________________________
(Attach written recommendation)

Phone number _____________________________
Address____________________________________
Return to: Linda Borror, Treasurer
Virginia Conference United Methodist Women
849 Grim Road
Stephens City, Virginia 22655
Email: linda.borror1@gmail.com
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GIVE:
Online at:
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
By phone: 800-278-7771
(8 am—6 pm EST, Monday—Friday)
Text: 41444 and enter Legacy150
in the message area.

By check to:
United Methodist Women
Attn: Development, Legacy Fund
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor
New York, NY 10115
Write “The Legacy Fund”
In the memo section.

We are pleased to announce
that generous donors have
committed funds to leverage
and grow the gifts received on
Day of Giving, March 23.
Your gift can have an even
greater impact in honoring our
founders by contributing to the
Legacy Endowment Fund on
Day of Giving.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY

May 18-20, 2018 • Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio

WHEN WOMEN UNITE, BOLD AND
COURAGEOUS ACTIONS HAPPEN

Registration fee is $330.
This fee includes two healthy lunches for attendees.
Plan now to attend!
VIRGINIA BUS
Virginia Conference is again going by bus!

Join us @ www.UMWAssembly.org 2018
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women 2018 Calendar

January 13

Mission Team Planning Meeting, Glen Allen

February 1

UM Day at General Assembly, Richmond

March 22

Mission Team Meeting, Portsmouth

March 23-24

Executive Committee Meeting, Portsmouth

April 20-23

Ecumenical Advocacy Days, Washington DC

April 20-22

Spiritual Life Retreat, Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg

May 18-20

United Methodist Assembly, Columbus, OH

June 2

UMW Day at Ferrum College

June 15-17

Virginia Annual Conference, Hampton

June 16

UMW Breakfast at Conference, Hampton

July 27-29

Mission Encounter, 4H Camp at Smith Mountain Lake

September 14-15

Young Women’s Event, Camp Overlook, Keezletown

October 6

Budget Meeting, UM Center, Glen Allen

October 26

Mission Team Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News

October 27

Executive Committee Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News

October 27

46th Annual Meeting, Chestnut Memorial, Newport News

November TBD

Wesley Learning Resource Center, Washington DC
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CONTACT INFORMATION

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE MISSION TEAM 2018

President
Mary Jane Rawley
(540)828-2436
dwrawley@msn.com

Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Mary Wright
(703)730-0448
Marytony3958@comcast.net

Vice President
Karen McElfish
(703)522-6837
James.McElfish@verizon.net

Secretary of Program Resources
Jeanette Yoh
(757)871-1459
Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com

Secretary
Ann Shappell
(757)809-5137
shappellann@gmail.com

Communications Coordinator
Frances Ellis
(703)476-1127
fwellis@aol.com or umwlink@gmail.com

Treasurer
Linda Borror
(540)868-1497
Linda.borror1@gmail.com

Chair Nominations
Nancy Yarborough
(757)877-2155
Nancyjane0405@aol.com

Education and Interpretation Coordinator
Brenda NeSmith
(804)323-9134
BrendaNesmith1@gmail.com

Korean Language Coordinator
Sarah Park
(240)328-4196
shinjds1004@gmail.com

Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator
Nancy Walsh
(540)662-5055
walshpn@visuallink.com

Hispanic Language Coordinator
Julianne Rosas
(703)963-9356
Julie@LowerUMC.com

Social Action Coordinator
Marilyn Blagg
(540)396-6127
marilynblagg@hotmail.com
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