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goods to your first responders? What other ways can you encourage your women
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UNITED METHODISTWOMEN
Please don’t give up on our mission. God needs us to be energetic, faithful, detershall be a community of
mined and bold….now more than ever! Galatians 6:9 “And let us not be weary in
women whose PURPOSE is to
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”
know GOD and to experience
FREEDOM as whole persons
through JESUS CHRIST; to
Holding you each in prayer,
develop a creative, supportive
FELLOWSHIP; and to expand
CONCEPTS OF MISSION
through participation in the
global ministries of the church.
Dearest sisters and brothers in Christ,

Our Purpose

Treasurer Report
Staying at home during the coronavirus pandemic can lead to feelings of
isolation – even depression. In-person visits have stopped, but we still
need to reach out to the vulnerable people in our community who are self
-isolating or cautious about going outside. This can be done by phone
calls or mailing cards. We should ensure people have regular contact and
reach out to reassure them that we’re all in this together.
United Methodist Women have Gift to Mission cards available. Gift to
Mission is one of the six channels of Mission Giving. Mission Giving supports the total program of mission carried out by United Methodist Women. Make a gift of $5 or more in honor of someone and send a card to the
honoree. The following cards are available: Thinking of You, Peace, Birthday, Thank you, Congratulations, Baby, Christmas, and In the Service of
Christ. All of the cards have a message to indicate that a Gift to Mission
has been given in the recipient’s honor through United Methodist Women. You can buy these cards from me, the District Treasurer. You can order “Gift to Mission” cards at any time using an Order Form that can be
found at the following website: https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/about/financial-documentation/
gtmlocaldistrict.pdf and mailing the form to me. I also have cards available at all District events.
Your servant in Christ, Angela Hatcher

Program Resources
Reading is encouraged to feel less isolated during this pandemic. Reading
affects health, but also people’s well-being. It can relieve symptoms
related to depression and dementia, among others. Take this opportunity
to immerse yourself in books that have been waiting for you.
The United Methodist Women Reading Program digital catalog can be
found at: http://online.fliphtml5.com/eiek/orsk/#p=1 . Please send in your
book reviews from our reading list and we will publish them on the next
newsletter and our Facebook page for others to enjoy.

Reading Program
Book Reviews
Happy Spring - at least that is what it
feels like here on the Peninsula. Flowers blooming and in the process of weeding — oh so many weeds
from this year. I have a few updates for
you.
First we have had several inquiries on
“Just Mercy” the movies. Can people
count it as part of the reading program. The short answer is yes — it
should be counted under Social Actions
(2016), however, National wanted me
to emphasize that as of now that is the
only movie approved (apparently there
are others out there).
This years Mission Encounter Studies:
• Spiritual Growth Study - Finding Peace
in the Midst of Anxiety
•Anniversary Study - United Methodist
Women Study
•Issue Study - Mass Incarceration
If you would like to preorder books for
pick up at the Spiritual Life Retreat (May
15 - 17) you must preorder by April 27,
2020. Email me at
jeanette.yoh@gmail.com. Books are
$10 each. Only the Spiritual Growth
Study and Anniversary Study books are
available from Mission Resources.
Issue Study - Mass Incarceration book
“Pushout” by Monique W. Morris
(Reading List Social Actions 2018) can
only be ordered through a third party. Presently on Amazon the cost 8s
13.99 from Amazon. This price could
change.
Jeanette Yoh
Secretary, Program Resources
Virginia Conference

Mission
Encounter
2020
Mission Encounter scheduled for
July 24-26, 2020 has been canceled
due to the CONVID-19 virus.
Our National UMW Office strongly
asked that each conference cancel
their events for this summer. They
had already canceled the training
for the instructors and leaders of
our event. We owe the Mission
Encounter committee but especially
Darlene Runaldue and Phyllis
Geoghegan a big thank you for the
wonderful event that was planned
for this year. We also need to thank
Brenda NeSmith, the UMW E and I,
who spends a lot of time on preparation of needed volunteers and
items as well as coordination of the
Mission Celebration at our event.
National UMW has told us
they will be offering virtual
alternatives to the studies and they
hope people from every conference
will be able to participate. Of
course, it won't be the same, but
the studies are simply too timely to
skip entirely they say.
It was a difficult decision to make
for our National Office and they did
consider many scenarios. In the
end, however, they concluded that
if even one person was put at risk
because of Mission Encounter it
would be too many.
My dear Easter people, be safe and
may you be blessed by the beauty
of God's love this Easter.
Blessings, Mary Jane Rawley

June Session of Virginia Annual
Conference Postponed
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the June 2020 session of the Virginia Annual
Conference has been postponed until September 18 -19, 2020. Information
regarding the location of the September 2020 Annual Conference is
forthcoming.
Meeting Max, the company managing the conference’s hotel reservation
system, will make cancellations for all participants who reserved through the
Annual Conference housing process. If you do not receive your email
confirmation of this cancellation by 5 p.m. on Thursday, April 9, please call
Bev Myers at 804-521-1134 or email achousing@vaumc.org.
The Annual Conference session postponement will not impact the clergy
appointment process. The Bishop and the Appointive Cabinet still anticipate a
summer move date. Any announcement about a change in the move date will
be forthcoming.

Social Action
Sharon Peters
First please let me say that ALL of you are in my prayers and thoughts as we go thru
this tribulation placed before us. Many of you know someone who is/has been sick,
or maybe unfortunately, passed with this horrible virus. I think I can say with certainty that all of us have you in our thoughts.

It is hard to do “Social Actions” when you are on 24hr. lockdown! And if you are a
Type “A” personality like myself???......well lets just say it is about the equivalent of
locking a gerbil on one of those habitrail wheels! But social distancing is the way of
life for us right now. And I encourage each of you to remain vigilant practicing it.
Try to do those things from that list we all have but never have time for. Like:
re-arrange your furniture, paint the bathroom (make sure you remove all toilet paper first), clean out that closet full of old clothes to give to the needy ( make the
time go further and try on all those “last years styles”), stick to your new diet and
exercise.
Yesterday I wore something from my closet that was five years old! I was so proud
of myself…..okay, so it was a scarf….but still it counts right!? On Monday I ordered a
chicken and an egg from Amazon. I’ll let you know.
Did you know that Jesus practiced “social distancing”? At the Last Super Jesus told
the waiter He needed a table for 39. The waiter said: “what for? You only have 13.”
Jesus replied, “yes but we have to sit 3 feet part.” Ahh social distancing. Seems it
has been a part of our lives for hundreds of years, we just didn’t realize it!
Well, I hope I brightened your day just a small amount. Remember to check on your
neighbors and the ones close to you often. Repeat one of these sad jokes if you
want to. But try to bring a smile to someone’s heart.
God’s Blessings

Sharon

Lending Library
2020 Reading Program Books are now available from the Lending Library
from the Virginia Conference United Methodist Women.
2020 Lending Library Rules for Borrowing Books
• Borrow 5 books for a 6-week period. Please return promptly so that
others may have a chance to read the books.
• Pay the postage to and from the Lending Library. Due to postal regulations concerning media mail you will need to make two mailings
when returning your books. Mail books in one envelope and the
postage due amount for the books being returned in another envelope. Make checks payable to Jeanette Yoh. Do not send money in
the same envelope as used for books. PLEASE DO NOT SEND STAMPS.
• When returning books, mark package Media Mail and return to the
address below.
• If it is necessary to keep a book past the due date, please call or email
and the due date will be extended for 1 month.
• In event a book is lost, the person requesting the book is responsible
for cost of replacing it.
• Books may be ordered using the Lending Library Request Form or by
Email: Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com, giving your name, address, phone #,
church and district. Please note if you do not want substitutes.
Send all orders to any of these:
Email: Jeanette.yoh@gmail.com
PH:(757)833-8134(h) (757)871-1459(c)
VA Conference UMW Lending Library
Jeanette Yoh,
Secretary of Program Resources
961 Edgewater Drive,
Newport News, VA 23602

Faith Talks
Special Edition
on Grief
These past few weeks have been heavy
with the weight of the COVID-19 health
crisis and mourning the loss of loved
ones or our normal way of being. We’re
all experiencing some level of grief or
deep sorrow, but do we understand how
to pause to grieve?

On April 23 at 2:00 p.m. ET, join me for
a #FaithTalks on grief.
My guests and I will discuss the five stages of grief, what the Bible says about
grief, and ways we can support one another. I’ll interview Dr. Trudy Corry Rankin, a mental health practitioner; the
Rev. Dionne P. Boissière Chaplain of the
Church Center for the United Nations;
Andris Salter, UMW Associate General
Secretary; and the Rev. Jes Kast, a pastor
in the United Church of Christ.
The talk will occur via Zoom Video Conference. You can register here: https://
zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_iRlBKq3rQCanUoyAt90YOQ
While I know this moment is hard, United Methodist Women is committed to
offering spiritual content that will support you. If you have questions you’d like
addressed during the chat, please email
them to jenniferr@spotlightpr.org.
In Love,
Jennifer R. Farmer, Host
United Methodist Women
#FaithTalk

Earth Day 2020 Action Alert
Greetings from the Office of Economic and
Environmental Justice at United Methodist
Women. We pray that this email finds you
safe and well.

2. Connect Earth Day with United Methodist Women’s Just Energy for All Campaign.

Register for UMW’s climate justice campaign Just Energy for All 101, a 3-part
This year marks the 50th anniversary of
webinar series taking place on April 23,
Earth Day, which was first celebrated on
May 7 and May 21. Join these webinars to
April 22, 1970, in response to a horrifying learn more about what just energy cenoil spill in Santa Barbara, California, which tered on justice and equity means, why
gave rise to a national bipartisan awareUnited Methodist Women is committed to
ness of the issue of environmental degra- advancing just energy for all, and how
dation. On that day in 1970, in a moment your UMW unit, district or conference can
of rare political alignment, 20 million peo- be involved.
ple across party lines engaged in public
Once you do those two things, you can
demonstrations in support of a healthy,
also visit our website for 5 ways you can
pollution-free environment. Since then,
participate in Earth Day 2020 that connect
thousands have honored Earth Day during with United Methodist Women’s Just Enworship services and participation in com- ergy for All Campaign:
munity-wide actions. Fifty years later, as
we continue to experience global warming www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
and witness the harmful effects of our reli- earthday
ance on fossil fuels, the concern that inHelp us spread the word: Please also share
spired the first Earth Day observance is
the following blurb on your networks and
now, more than ever, a priority issue bein your bulletin or newsletter:
fore us today.
United Methodist Women invites you to
This year also brings new challenges as we join them in honoring the 50th anniversary
grapple with the impacts of a global pan- of Earth Day. Visit their website to learn
demic. Unable to march together in the
about the 5 ways you can participate in
streets or even gather together for worEarth Day this year that connect with UMship, it is easy to feel overwhelmed and
W’s Just Energy for All Campowerless. You might be wondering where paign www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
this leaves us in terms of what we can do earthday. Want to get involved now? Conto honor this significant anniversary of
tact your members of Congress and urge
Earth Day.
them to implement a moratorium on utiliHere are two things you can do right now: ty shut-offs during the COVID-19 national
emergency: p2a.co/mYHHHMC. Also, sign
1. Urge Congress to put a moratorium on up for UMW’s Just Energy for All 101 3utility shutoffs and prioritize people and
part webinar series to learn more about
the earth.
how you can be involved in advancing just
Use your unique voice as a member of
energy for all: umwomen.wufoo.com/
United Methodist Woman and person of
forms/q1y088qr1br60ho/.
faith to urge Congress to implement a
moratorium on water and energy utility
In Solidarity,
shut-offs and prioritize people-focused
economic relief in response to the COVID- The Office of Economic and Environmental
19 national emergency.
Justice

Mother’s Day
United Methodist Women
members have a legacy of
answering God's call to help
those in need. This call has
led us to make maternal and
child health in our communities and around the world a
top priority for the next four
years. Another focus undergirding all our work is building peace. Our organization
has worked in both areas for
150 years. In fact, those issues led Methodist women
to inspire the observance we
now call Mother's Day.
While the intent of each
second Sunday in May is
joyful recognition, some
women experience pain and
remember losses on this
occasion. Read A Day for All
Who Mother for a perspective on making Mother's Day
more inclusive and how you
can avoid unintended harm.
From here on out on
Mother's Day, pause in
gratitude for the treasured
women in your life, including
yourself. Celebrate all those
who mothered you, those
who support you now and
those whom you nurture.
May it be a day you commit
to be more compassionate
and ferocious in your love for
others.

COVID-19
FAQ Page
Updated April 15, 2020
A page of Frequently Asked
Questions about actions The Virginia Conference of The United
Methodist Church is taking to protect congregants and to continue
ministry during the COVID-19 pandemic has been created. Many of
these precautions are expected to
remain in place for some time, until this crisis is clearly over. This is
updated periodically.
Link: https://vaumc.org/
CoronavirusFAQs/?
utm_source=Mini+enews&utm_campaign=af0e13e5f3EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_16_0
1_25&utm_medium=email&utm_t
erm=0_d2741aefc3-af0e13e5f3225658981

Join Bishop
Lewis in Prayer
At noon each day .
The Apostle Paul writes in
Philippians 4:6 “Do not be
anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer
and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God.” (NIV) Prayer is essential
to sustain our faith and Jesus
Christ modeled a life of
prayer.... I am very blessed to
lead an annual conference
that believes in the power of
the petitioned prayer!

2020 Danville District Mission Team
President - Sherri Krauss
4098 Old Forge Road
Rocky Mount, VA 24151
(540) 798-4001
e-mail: skrausslvt@gmail.com

Education & Interpretation
Coordinator - Donna Guthrie
P.O. Box 566
Collinsville, VA 24078
(276) 632-3088

Vice President - Phyllis Lavinder
160 Hilltop Drive
Rocky Mount, VA 24151
(540)483-4905
email: virginiaheartgirl@yahoo.com

Membership, Nurture & Outreach
Coordinator - Lura Lawrence
976 F.C. Beverly Drive
Dry Fork, VA 24549
(434) 724-7832
e-mail: luandbigdave@centurylink.net

Secretary - Darlene Isom
3294 Oak Level Road
Bassett, VA 24055
(276) 627-0600
e-mail: darlenefi@yahoo.com
Treasurer/Program Resources Angela Hatcher
10310 Virgil Goode Hwy
Rocky Mount, VA 24151
(540) 483-9945
e-mail: mrhatcher@centurylink.net
Spiritual Growth Coordinator Bonnie-Karen Byrne
390 Tenth Street
Fieldale, VA 24089
(540) 526-4799
e-mail: bbyrne51@yahoo.com

Social Action Coordinator Sharon Peters
166 Ridgewood Road
Bassett, VA 24055
(276) 618-9063
e-mail: michaelnshar@yahoo.com
Henry Fork Service Center Director Jessica Hunt
P.O. Box 888
Rocky Mount, VA 24151-1326
(540) 483-2819
Danville District District
Superintendent - Denise Bates
P.O. Box 4204
Martinsville, VA 24115
(276) 638-2688
e-mail: dandist@embarqmail.com

Program Books
If you did not order your 2019-2020
Program book in time to begin the
year, there are several program book
excerpts available free to download
and print including: the September
Program, Pledge to Mission Service,
World Thank Offering Program and
the Call to Prayer Program.

The downloads are available at:
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
program-book
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