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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT: 

He is risen and happy spring, ladies! I pray 
that each and every one of you had a 
blessed Easter celebrating our risen Savior.  
 
We are now known as the United Women 
in Faith. What does that mean for us? In a 
nutshell, it's still to know God, to 
experience freedom through Christ, and 
expand concepts of missions. As long as 
we don't lose our focus, each of us can 
continue to make a big difference in our 
families, our Church and our communities. 
 
Let us come together through the bonds 
of Christ and move forward with how 
God would have us make a difference no 
matter what changes are going on around 
us. God never changes, He is still on His 
throne and we serve a risen Savior! 
 
I hope to see many of you at the Mission 
Day event on June 11 from 10am to Noon 
at Zion UMC, where we will expand our 
concepts of mission and participate in the 
global ministries of the Church. Please 
register as soon as possible. Further details 
on how to register for the Mission Day 
event are found in the newsletter below. 

May God's peace be yours, 
 
Penny Kelly 
RRD United Women in Faith President 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Our first quarter giving was right on track 
for meeting our District Pledge to the 
Conference.  We sent in: 

$5,237.25 Pledge to Mission 
$120.00 Special Mission 

Recognition 
$50.00 Gift to Mission 

$150.00 Gift in Memory 
$422.40 World Thank Offering 
$60.00 Candle Burning 

 

This totaled $6,039.65 
sent towards our $25,000 
conference pledge!   

Also, as a District, we 
sent $5,240.00 to the 

Legacy Endowment Fund on March 23rd 
the Day of Giving for United Women in 
Faith! WOW!   

 



TREASURER’S REPORT (cont’d) 

Designated offerings were also sent in as a 
District.  $365.00 to Prayer and Self 
Denial, $75.00 to Ferrum Collage 
Scholarship, and $154.00 to Wesley 
Community Center. 

Thank you, ladies!  You all are amazing! 

 

THINGS TO CONSIDER 

1) Become a 150 Legacy Builder 

With the Legacy Builder, you can help 
move our mission steadily forward by 
making a monthly gift of $18.69 or 
more. 

Why $18.69? To honor our 
foremothers who, in 1869, first put out 
the call to action to raise money to 
improve the lives of women and 
children. 

What could $18.69 impact? By 
endowing core expenses, we are 
equipped to make a difference in areas 
such as: 

• Providing healthy snacks to an 
afterschool program for children 
living in poverty in rural Kentucky 

• Supplying books for an international 
scholarship recipient in the 
Philippines 

• Purchasing baby checks to create 
entrepreneurship opportunities for 
women and youth in Mozambique 

2) Become a Rainbow Giver! 

A Rainbow Giver is someone who 
makes a one-time $60.00 donation that 
goes towards five channels of giving to 
the Pledge to Mission.  Its breaks down 
as follows, $5.00 to General Pledge, 
$40.00 to Special Mission Recognition, 
$5.00 to Gift to Mission, $5.00 to Gift 
in Memory, $5.00 to World Thank.   

As a District we are hoping 15 women 
will say yes to being a 150 Legacy 
Builder and 15 Women will say yes to 
being a rainbow giver!  Your local 
treasurer will send in your one time 
Rainbow Giver form/donation to the 
District or you can send it directly to 
the District Treasurer.  Your local 
treasurer will send in your quarterly 
breakdown of the 150 Legacy Builder 
($18.69 giving is $56.07 per quarter) 

This giving is above your normal 
pledge giving. Please pray and consider 
if this something that you can become.  
Both will be recognized at the annual 
meeting! 

 

 



NOMINATIONS NEWS: 

Dear Rappahannock River District Sisters, 
 
Currently we have some open positions 
that we would really love you to consider 
filling.  They are: 
• Vice-President 
• Communications Coordinator -

Newsletter 
• Education & Interpretation (E&I) 

Coordinator 
 
The Virginia Conference will meet in June.  
After that meeting, the process in creating 
a slate of Officers will commence. We are 
anticipating the vote at Virginia 
Conference will be for aligning the two 
Districts of RRD and York River. The 
slate of officers, if RRD and York 
Combine, will compromise a slate of all 
positions.  If they do not combine, then 
we will be looking to fill the President, 
Vice President, Chair of Nominations, 
Treasurer, Secretary, Communications, and 
E&I Positions in our RRD. 
 

 
 
Whether or not the districts combine, 
there are positions that will need to be 
filled!  Important positions that keep us 
supporting United Women in Faith 
Missions to women, children and youth 
throughout the world.  Please, take pause, 

pray, inventory your gifts and passions, 
and ask God for guidance in what you can 
do. 
 
We know you all are an amazing group of 
women and the District would benefit 
from you boldly saying YES! To serving. 
Please contact me to serve!  
 
Blessings,  
Karen Wilhelmsen Robison 
karenwrobison@gmail.com 
 

SOCIAL ACTION NEWS 

Earth Day is a recognized international 
annual event that occurs each year on 
April 22nd.  It creates an awareness about 
our environment with the goal of 
promoting conservation and sustainability.  
The climate crisis is affecting us in many 
ways, and we must be proactive about 
bringing about behavioral changes to 
protect our environment.   

The theme for this year is “Invest in Our 
Planet.”  I want you to change your 
thinking and believe by taking to heart 
this—EARTH DAY IS EVERYDAY! We 
live and breathe every day and what planet 
do we live on but the Earth.  It seems that 
the greatest threat that creation faces now 
is climate change. An example of this is 
disappearing Arctic ice necessary to 
support the polar bear.  Here is a chain 
reaction taking place. The polar bear needs 
the ice to assist it in hunting the seal.  If 
the ice is too thin, it can’t support the 
weight of the bear and the bear loses its  
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SOCIAL ACTION NEWS (cont’d) 

food source. Seals will increase in number 
with fewer bears and this could cause a 
problem for people who rely on fish for 
food. It upsets the ecosystem balance. 

I went on the Earth Day 2022 
website and listed a few simple 
things that each of us could do 
and there are many more to help 

in general to fight climate change 

1) Stand against deforestation; 
2) Advocate for climate education; 
3) fight climate change with diet change; 
4) contact representatives; 
5) Reusable bags; 
6) buy local food; 
7) practice sustainable fashion. 

It does take INTENTION for ACTION 
and RESULT to happen! 

Suzanne Shrader 
Social Action Coordinator 

 

SPIRITUAL UPLIFT! 

This is a poem I recently found in my 
husband's grandmother, Helen Mills, 
Bible. She was definitely an anchor for her 
family. She was dedicated to her Lord and 
her family. May it inspire you to use and 
lean on your Bible!                                              

MY FRIEND, MY BIBLE 

Book of books, the Bible 
 What a friend you are to me 

You dry my tears and calm my fears, 
In you I always see 

A ray of hope when sad at heart 
True wisdom of the ages, 

Love and truth in you abound 
Christ breathes upon your pages. 

 
When lonely I can turn to you  

And plainly do I hear 
Let not your heart be troubled 
YES! Christ seems very near 

And when I read the scriptures 
It seems I see His hand,  

Pointing to each sacred word, 
So I understand. 

 
Thus I guard with tender care 

My Bible---May it be 
My teacher---Guide and closest friend 

And light life's path for me, 
And when this pathway's ended 

I trust that I see 
The light of which my Bible speaks 

Throughout Eternity 
-Author Unknown 

 
Nancy Hicks 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
 
 
RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER 
DISTRICT HISTORY 
 
Hello, hello, hello! 
 
First and foremost, I hope this note finds 
all of you well!  It’s spring and that’s often  
a time for cleaning out.  So, let me provide 
you with a way to clean out some of your 
United Methodist Women memorabilia.  
Yes, I know that we are now called United 
Women in Faith.  However, I used 
“United Methodist Women” deliberately 



and you’ll see why in the next paragraph.  
😊😊 
 
Prior to the renaming, the Conference 
UMW Archivist had advised me that I may 
electronically archive District UMW 
information along with the Conference 
UMW Archives.  Local presidents, if you 
have information about your local units 
that you would like for me to include in 
the information I will be archiving, I 
would love to include it!  District officers, 
the same goes for you.  The only condition 
is that I will need to receive the 
information in an electronic format. 
 
So, please contact me via email, 
jmcg5580@va.metrocast.net, or via my cell 
phone, 540-273-8934, if you want to 
include information on your local unit in 
the UMW information I will be archiving. 
 
I hope each and every one of you had a 
joyous Easter.  He is risen!  Halleluiah! 
 
Blessings, 
JM Gallier, 
Rappahannock River District 
United Women in Faith Historian 
 
 
LOCAL UNIT HIGHLIGHT 
 
This is (hopefully) going to be a quarterly 
section where we highlight what local units 
are doing!  It will highlight at least one unit 
but we are hoping to highlight as many as 
we can each quarter to help inspire you in 
all you do as United Women In faith!  If 
you would like to send a highlight for the 

June newsletter please send your highlight 
to Sherri Stadtler via email at 
djnrook@yahoo.com   
 
Spring Highlight: 
 
Afton United Women in Faith: 
 
This is a SMALL United Women in Faith 
Group based on their numbers…. they 
have 6 members.  This number means 
little though, because in all they do they 
are actually a LARGE power house of love 
representing United Women in Faith!!!!!  
Last year they had the largest percentage 
of members to complete the reading 
program, with 5 out of 6 or 83% of all 
members participating in the reading 
program!!!!   They hold many fundraisers 
throughout the year (filled with lots of 
laugher as they do it) raising literally 
thousands of dollars that they faithfully use 
to support local groups and the national 
and international groups of the United 
Women in Faith.  They are passionate 
about God, Jesus and following the Holy 
Spirit to answering the call of Micah 6:8.  
They almost always attend a District event.  
If you are at a District Event, try to sit 
with them or near them…they will have 
you laughing and thankful for the blessing 
of women who love God in such a 
powerful way as you do. 
 
READING PROGRAM 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Are you reading books on the United 
Women in Faith Reading Program?  Can 
you recommend a book for the newsletter?  
If so, please send your recommendations 
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to Sherri Stadtler at djnrook@yahoo.com 
for the next newsletter. 
 
This quarter we have two books to 
encourage you to check out and read from 
your local library or purchase that are on 
the United Women In Faith reading list. 
 
1) Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of 

Boundless Compassion by Greg Boyle 
• Thirty years ago, Gregory Boyle 

founded Homeboy Industries, a 
gang-intervention, rehabilitation, 
and reentry program in Los 
Angeles, the gang capital of the 
world. In Tattoos on the Heart, his 
debut book, he distills his 
experience working with gang 
members into a breathtaking series 
of parables inspired by faith. 
 

2) Love is the Way: Holding onto Hope in 
Troubled Times by Bishop Michael 
Curry 
• Walk the path of love with one of 

the warmest, most beloved spiritual 
leaders of our time and learn how to 
put faith into action.  
As the descendant of slaves and the 
son of a civil rights activist, Bishop 
Michael Curry’s life illustrates 
massive changes in our times. Much 
of the world met Bishop Curry 
when he delivered his sermon on 
the redemptive power of love at the 
royal wedding of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle. 
Here, he expands on his message of 
hope in an inspirational road map 
for living the way of love, 

illuminated with moving lessons 
from his own life. Through the 
prism of his faith, ancestry, and 
personal journey, Love Is the Way 
shows us how America came this 
far and, more important, how to go 
a whole lot further. 

 
MISSION DAY AT ZION UMC 
HOSTED BY ZION UNITED 
WOMEN IN FAITH 

Please join us on June 11th at 10am at Zion 
UMC for a Mission Day!  Penny Kelly will 
lead the program and we will collect food 
(juice boxes, healthy snacks) for Hope 
House as well an offering for our pledge to 
Mission.  The new Mission Encounter 
focus book will be there for you to browse 
as well.  This book is titled Who Can We 
Be Together, written by Candace Simpson 
based on Luke 13.  There will also be 
information about how to attend (virtually) 
the Conference Mission Encounter 
scheduled for this summer.   The program 
will be 10am-12pm at Zion UMC with a 
bring your own brown bag lunch of 
fellowship to follow.   

Please register by emailing Nancy Hicks to 
let her know the number of ladies 
attending from your unit.  Nancy’s e-mail 
address is: nrhicks1951@gmail.com  

Being a part of the mission to women, 
children, and youth is our focus and 
purpose!  Come join us! 
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THANK YOU! 

A very big thank you to the ladies from the 
Grace United Women in Faith unit, led by 
President Linda Spillman and Treasurer 
Kathy Heil for hosting our Spiritual Day 
Apart in April!  The Guest speaker / 
facilitator Joan Fenner was wonderful and 
inspiring.  The gathering and fellowship 
very special and Christs presence was 
profound throughout the event.  Monies 
were raised for UMCOR Relief to the 
Ukraine and the Legacy Fund. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


