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Upcoming	Events	
	
APRIL	
21ST	-	Evening	Together	at	7	PM	at	Mountain	Valley	UMC					
Racial	Justice	Program;	Delores	Reid,	Speaker	
	
MAY	
9th	-	June	5th	–	Collection	time	period	for	Kits	for	Conference	
Drop	off	at	Mt.	Tabor	UMC	
14th			-	The	Conference	Spiritual	Life	Retreat	via	Zoom		
19th	-	Meeting	for	our	District	Executive	Committee	with	
Unit	Presidents	at	6:30	PM	at	Mission	Central.	Dinner	will	be	
served.	We	look	forward	to	hearing	from	our	units	about	
their	activities.	More	information	to	come.	
20th	–	22nd	UMW	Assembly	in	Orlando	
	
JUNE		
4th	–	UM	Women’s	Day	at	Ferrum	College	
5h		-	Kits	for	Conference	deadline	for	drop	off	at	Mt.	Tabor	
UMC	
16th	–	18th	Virginia	Annual	Conference	in	Hampton,	VA			
	
JULY	
Mission	Encounter	via	Zoom	–	more	information	to	come	
 
	

From	the	President 
 
“United Women in Faith” 
This time of the year is so refreshing! There is a 
freshness in the air, flowers popping through the soil, 
budding trees, and grass turning to a beautiful green. 
Truly a time of hope for the future. We definitely see 
God’s creation in motion, moving forward. We are 
leaving behind the grayness of winter to look to the 
light of spring. 

As we face new beginnings of the spring, we are now 
to be known as “United Women in Faith” We know we 
are the same women, with the same love, purpose, 
vision, and servant hood for others. As we face the 
unknown future, we have the assurance the God is with 
us.  When we trust and believe, we gain the courage to 
continue our mission efforts.  Together, we are truly 
vessels of God’s light and hope. 
We continue to offer educational and informational 
events, to help women make a difference.  Although 
the weather was unfavorable on March 12th, for our 
planned “Spiritual Life Retreat”, we are planning to 
present the event at a later date. 
When you receive this newsletter, I will have attended 
the Conference Executive Meeting.  I hope to have 
gained more information to share.  This is also a time 
to hear the activities of other units on the conference 
level. 
Our next event is the “Evening Together”. It will be 
held at Mountain Valley UMC on April 21st, starting at 
7 PM. Delores Reid, Social action Coordinator, has put 
together an excellent program. Representatives from 
“Just Neighbors” and “Church World Service” will 
share the work of the agencies, to meet the needs of 
refugees and immigrants in our area.   At this time of 
uncertainty, it is so important for us to be aware of their 
needs and how to effectively help.  Please plan to 
attend and bring a friend! 
On May 19th@ 6:30 PM, our executive members, 
welcome all unit presidents, to our executive meeting at 
Mission Central.  We will provide a carry-in meal and 
look forward to sharing in fellowship and activities of 
units. 
If you are like me, you have questions about the future. 
I am trying to gain information and share it with you.  
If you have questions, I will try my best to find an 
answer. Our district has many amazing women and we 
are united! Blessings to each of you. From Jeremiah 
29: 11- “I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.”  
 
Barbara Phillips, President 
Harrisonburg	District	UMW	President	
grammybp@gmail.com	or	540-896-7664	



       

 
 
 
 

                             

 
 

From	the	VA	Conference	of		
United	Women	of	Faith	

	
Considering	how	YOU	can	serve?	Let	the	
Committee	on	Nominations	help.	
	
As	spring	approaches	bringing	new	
beginnings,	and	after	another	pandemic	
winter,	aren’t	you	excited	to	get	out	and	
become	involved	in	life	again?		
	
Do	you	have	a	heart	to	serve,	but	aren’t	
quite	sure	how	or	where?		
Has	God	been	speaking	to	you,	giving	
you	that	gentle	tap	on	the	shoulder,	
letting	you	know	that	if	you	consider	a	
new	challenge	in	his	name,	he	promises	
to	be	with	you	every	step	of	the	way?	
Even	if	you’re	hesitant	of	your	abilities,	
have	confidence	in	God’s!	
United	Women	of	Faith	can	help	you.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
There	are	opportunities	to	serve	your	
district	and	conference	and	contribute	in	
ways	you	may	not	have	imagined.	
Consider	sharing	your	gifts	and	talents	
with	United	Women	of	Faith	during	this	
exciting,	transformative	time.		
	
Did	you	know	…	
You	can	still	be	a	vital	member	of	United	
Women	of	Faith	even	if:	

• Your	local	unit	has	become	
inactive?	

• You	are	not	a	member	of	the	
United	Methodist	Church?	

What	an	exciting	time	to	be	a	member	of	
our	organization!	
	
Contact	me	or	your	District	Committee	
on	Nominations	Chair	for	more	
information.	
	
Blessings,	
Debbie	McDaniels,	Chair,	CON	
VA	Conference	United	Women	of	Faith



       

From	the	Treasurer	

 Happy Spring!  I am ready to enjoy the warmth of the Spring and Summer months.  As 
your new treasurer for 2022, I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming District events. 
 
As you may have heard our great organization has undergone another name change.  This has happened 
at least 25 times in our history.  United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith.  Along with the 
new name comes a new logo as well as an array of new and improved programs to nurture current 
members and welcome new women to join to put their love in action on behalf of women, children, and 
youth. 
 
So you may ask, what does this mean for how we do business, etc?  United Methodist Women is now doing 
business as (DBA) United Women in Faith.  The name has not legally changed; however, they did file in the 
state of New York to use this “assumed name”.  We are still part of the United Methodist Church.  Currently, 
the name change is optional for local, districts and conferences.  The national office is not forcing the name 
change on us; however, they do hope we will embrace the new name.  This is very important - all checks 
to local, district and conference groups should continue to be payable to United Methodist Women. 
I have either emailed or mailed all the forms the treasurers will need.  The forms and instructions have also 
been updated on the Harrisonburg District Church website (https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/) under 
Ministries/UMW.  At the end of this newsletter is the Rainbow Woman form. The forms on the District 
website have been customized to include a line for AM & D as well as District missions, and those 
supported by the VA Conference UMW.  
 
I know many units like to give to local missions.  Our Harrisonburg District’s Mission Central Children’s 
Clothes Closet is a wonderful way to be in mission locally and give locally.  My Bridgewater unit gives 
yearly through our local UMW Budget.  There is a line item for Children’s Clothes Closet.  We also collect 
clothes by having a box year round in our hallway for mothers to leave clothing so we take to the Clothes 
Closet.  Another thing our unit does to be involved locally is to supply volunteers on the third Tuesday each 
month at the Children’s Clothes Closet.  We are blessed many times over to work with the mothers who 
come in with their children to get clothes.  One other way to help is to do an underwear drive at your church.  
Underwear is something that is always needed at the closet. 
 
As always, I thank you all for being diligent in the work of United Methodist Women (United Women in 
Faith). If you need to contact me my email is dwrawley@msn.com.  My phone is 540-820-8692. 
 
Blessings,  
Mary Jane Rawley, Treasurer      

 



       

 
             	

	United	Women	in	Faith	
VA	Conference	Spiritual	Life	Retreat	–	May	14,	2022	
 
Event	Summary:	“Blessed	Wrestling”	is	a	spiritual	retreat	for	the	United	Methodist	Women	in	the	
Virginia	Conference	UMC.	It	will	take	place	on	Saturday,	May	14,	2022	virtually	via	Zoom	from		
9:00	A.M.	to	12:30	P.M.		
	
Rev.	Jessie	Squires	Colwell	will	be	the	keynote	speaker.	A	special	guest	appearance	will	be	made	by	
Yvette	Richard,	past	UMW	President.	She	will	be	coming	to	share	keen	insights	on	the	new	UMW	name	
“Women	United	in	Faith.”		
	
This	spiritual	retreat	will	be	a	wonderful	time	of	encouragement,	support,	and	hope	as	we	all	wrestle	
with	where	God	is	calling	us	as	United	Methodist	women	at	this	moment	in	time.		
	
Participants	are	asked	to	complete	their	“River	of	Life”	story	to	bring	with	them	and	to	have	
communion	elements	available	as	they	participate	in	virtual	communion	during	closing	worship.	
	
Registration	is	via	this	link		https://www.vaumw.com/events/spiritual-life-retreat/		
	
There	is	no	paper	registration	form	at	present.		
	

					 	
	
	Education	and	Interpretation	
	
Greetings,	Ladies!	

Just	a	reminder	for	you	all	to	keep	working	on	your	checklist.	A	copy	of	the	Living	Into	Our	Purpose	
for	2022-2023	is	located	on	our	District	UMW	website	as	well	 in	the	January	newsletter.	Remember	
you	can	count	any	item	on	the	form	that	 is	completed	by	any	person	in	your	church,	so	check	often	
and	mark	them.	You	will	be	surprised	how	many	things	you	and	your	congregation	will	have	covered.		

If	you	need	help	or	have	questions,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	and	I	will	try	to	answer	them.		

Blessings	to	all,	

Phyllis	Foltz	
Education	and	Interpretation	Coordinator	
phylfoltz@aol.com	or	540-289-5045	



       

	

Spiritual	Growth 
The	Spirituality	of	Creation	Care		

																																																			 	 	 	 Psalm	104	
	
All	who	make	their	home	in	the	Harrisonburg	District	experience	the	
extravagant	beauty	of	the	Shenandoah	Valley	each	day.	Nature	gifts	us	
with	places	where	heaven	and	earth	almost	touch	–	where	God’s	
presence	feels	especially	close.		Only	after	experiencing	these	“thin	
places”	on	Celtic	pilgrimages	to	Wales,	Scotland,	Northern	England,	
Republic	of	Ireland	and	Northern	Ireland,	did	I	realize	that	we	live	in	
a	Valley	that	cradles	its	own	“thin	places.”		God’s	beautiful	creation	
fills	our	senses	daily	and	is	a	path	to	spiritual	transformation	

characterized	by	this	deeper	attentiveness	to	the	sacred.		This	inward	journey	forms	and	re-forms	each	
of	us	throughout	our	lives.		As	United	Methodist	Women,	now	United	Women	in	Faith,	we	have	a	
heritage	of	creation	care	grounded	in	the	Wesleyan	Quadrilateral	of		scripture,	tradition,	experience	
and	reason.		Perhaps	some	participated	in	the	Mission	Encounter	study,	Climate	Justice:	A	Call	to	Hope	
and	Action	edited	by	Pat	Watkins	(available	from	the	District	UMW	Library	or	purchase	from	UMW	
Resources).		In	the	first	chapters	he	presents	A	Biblical	Theology	of	Creation	Care	and	A	Biblical	Model	
of	Climate	Justice.		Subsequent	chapters	address	the	issues	of	climate	injustice/justice	and	offer	
responses	framed	by	faith.		Our	effectiveness	as	guardians	of	the	earth	and	its	resources	is	in	
proportion	to	the	spiritual	practices	that	nurture	and	inform	our	actions.		Earth	Day	celebrates	its	52nd	
year	on	April	22,	and	there	will	be	numerous	local	observances.		Consider	adding	some	spiritual	
practices	as	laying	the	cornerstone	for	creating	a	lifestyle	honoring	and	preserving	our	precious	planet.		
Just	as	gardeners	cultivate	the	soil	for	planting,	those	who	seek	nurture	for	spiritual	growth	may	find	
affirmation	or	new	paths	in	an	article	reprinted	in	the	May/June	2016	issue	of	Alive	Now:	“Character	
and	Practices	that	Nurture	Creation	Care”	by	Lynn	Baab:	
https://www.lynnebaab.com/articles/character-and-practices-that-nurture-cre	
	
Hymn	Prayer:		I	am	Your	Mother	by	Shirley	Erena	Murray;	The	Faith	We	Sing,	#2059		

1. I	am	your	mother:	Do	not	neglect	me!	Children,	protect	me	–	I	need	your	trust;	
My	breath	is	your	breath;	my	death	is	your	death,	ashes	to	ashes,	dust	into	dust.	

2. I	am	your	nurture:	Do	not	destroy	me!	Love	and	enjoy	me,	savor	my	fruit.	
My	good	is	your	good,	my	food	is	your	food,	water	and	flower,	branches	and	root.	

3. I	am	your	lodging:	Do	not	abuse	me!	Tenderly	use	me,	soothing	my	scars;	
My	health	is	your	health,	my	wealth	is	your	wealth,	shining	with	promise,	set	among	stars.	

4. God	is	our	maker:	Do	not	deny	God,	challenge,	defy	God,	threaten	this	place;	
Life	is	to	cherish,	-	care,	or	we	perish!		I	am	your	mother,	-	tears	on	my	face.	

	
Words	©	1996	Hope	Publishing	Company,	380	S	Main	Pl,	Carol	Stream,	IL	60188.		
Reprinted	with	permission	under	ONE	LICENSE	#A-738979.	All	rights	reserved.	
	
 
Laura	Douglas,	Spiritual	Growth	Coordinator	
lauradouglass@vaumc.org	or	540-438-7698	
	
                           



       

	
Social	Action		
	
Hello	to	all	and	I	hope	you	are	enjoying	these	warmer	days	and	the	beauty	of	spring.	I	know	I	am	and	I	think	
this	time	with	spring	and	early	summer	may	be	my	favorite	months	of	the	seasons.		We	are	reminded	that	we	
are	caretakers	of	God’s	creation	and	look	to	ways	to	preserve	and	prevent	further	damage	to	this	world	we	
live	in.	We	have	only	one	planet	and	are	experiencing	a	closing	window	of	time	to	safeguard	all	of	God’s	
beautiful	creation	for	future	generations.	We	see	the	changes	in	record-breaking	storms,	extreme	weather	and	
the	slow	violence	of	sea	level	rise	that	are	causing	increasing	“natural”	disasters	in	the	United	States	in	the	last	
two	decades.	In	2018	there	were	at	least	18	weather	disaster	events,	which	cost	billions	of	dollars	and	loss	of	
lives	and	property.	Yet,	we	as	a	nation	and	government	of	people	cannot	seem	to	agree	on	the	need	and	ways	
to	protect	our	earth	including	the	protection	of	sacred	lands.	Earth	Day	is	celebrated	April	22.	Will	you	or	your	
group	of	women	be	involved	in	the	justice	and	care	needed?	I	hope	you	will	educate	yourself	and	put	that	
knowledge	to	use	in	influencing	your	community	and	legislative	representatives	to	make	the	needed	
protections	and	changes.	You	can	learn	more	at	www.creationjustice.org	or	Virginia	interfaith	power	and	
light	https://vaipl.org		
For	those	involved	in	and	following	the	Virginia	legislature	and	the	bills	we	were	supporting,	you	may	know	
that	they	were	not	successful.	Kim	Bobo	sent	information	in	March	regarding	these	bills,	which	included	paid	
sick	leave	for	health	care	providers	and	grocery	store	workers,	which	did	not	pass.		The	bill	limiting	solitary	
confinement	was	killed	but	they	did	pass	a	bill	for	a	study	to	be	done	on	this.	Restoring	voting	rights	to	felons	
who	had	served	their	term	was	killed,	and	council	assignment	to	persons	prior	to	bail	hearings	was	killed.	The	
bill	requiring	medical	practitioners	to	complete	2	hours	continuing	education	on	implicit	bias	did	not	pass.	We	
did	oppose	a	bill	that	would	have	allowed	guns	in	worship	and	also	a	bill	that	would	have	reduced	the	
minimum	wage	so	those	bills	were	not	passed.	More	work	to	be	done	next	year.	Contact	your	representatives	
and	keep	them	informed	of	what	you	consider	important.	
I	have	been	told	that	we	will	be	focusing	on	hygiene	kits	and	cleaning	buckets	for	our	UMCOR	kits.	You	can	
find	the	instructions	for	these		
	 https://umcmission.org/umcor-cleaning-kit/		cleaning	kit	
														https://umcmission.org/umcor-hygiene-kit/				hygiene	kit	
														https://umcmission.org/umcor-school-kit/							school	kit	
You	may	collect	school	kits	but	these	can	be	used	locally	for	the	needs	of	our	children.	You	are	asked	to	make	a	
notation	on	the	box	to	“go	to	UMCOR”	or	“stay	local”	Collection	time	will	be	from	May	9-	June	5,	2022	and	
boxes	can	be	left	at	Mt	Tabor	church	office-	call	to	schedule	540-434-8703	with	Gordon	Meriwether	or	Brian	
Posey	at	540-236-2472.	
We	remain	busy	with	Mission	Central	both	in	the	children’s	closet	and	the	medical	equipment	closet.	The	
children’s	clothing	closet	provides	a	service	to	many	families	in	our	area	and	Mission	Central	is	now	the	
location	for	Just	Neighbors,	which	is	present	monthly	to	help	with	legal	aid	for	refugees	and	immigrants.			
Equipment	for	Caring	has	had	some	large	donated	items	go	out	including	a	lift	recliner	chair	and	2	battery	
powered	wheel	chairs.	We	continue	to	need	your	support	financially	as	we	still	buy	shower	chairs,	benches	
and	disposable	adult	diapers,	pull-ups,	and	bed	pads.	We	need	wheelchairs,	which	seem	to	be	a	popular	item	
now,	so	if	you	have	one	that	you	are	not	using,	you	may	consider	donating	it	for	someone	else	to	use.	Thank	
you	to	all	who	volunteer	or	help	financially	or	in	some	way	to	make	these	missions	possible	in	our	community.	
We	also	donate	our	overflow	of	diabetic	meters	and	syringes	to	Insulin	USA,	which	is	a	resource	for	those	
dealing	with	disasters	and	disruption	of	their	lives.	In	March	we	sent	a	truckload	of	walkers,	crutches,	wound	
care	supplies	and	oxygen	supplies	to	Equipping	the	Saints,	which	is	collecting	for	the	needs	in	the	Ukraine.	
As	Dr.	Maya	Angelo	says,	“Be	a	rainbow	in	someone	else’s	cloud”.	You	might	want	to	check	this	out	on	
YouTube.		Have	you	been	the	recipient	of	kindness	or	given	kindness?	Then	you	know	the	importance	of	
“small	acts	of	kindness”	
	
Delores	Reid		
Social	Action	Coordinator	
Dreid515@aol.com	or	540-383-6112	



       

	
		

	

Reading Program  	
 
Hello everyone, 
 
Sharon Harold and I have moved the UMW District library books to Asbury UMC effective 
April 1st 2022 since the Harrisonburg District UMC office has been closed.  They will now be 
housed on the 3rd floor. Look for more updates as they become available. The books will be 
available to be checked out, but you have to stop at the desk and ask for the key to the 
room.  We wanted to keep them in our district and in a central location, so this seemed the best 
option. 
 
Thank you and keep reading! 
 
Mary Eaton 
Secretary of Program Resources 
Any questions contact Mary at 540-217-0545 or email meaton@eagles.bridgewater.edu 
 

	

 
 

 
 

 



       

 

						
RAINBOW	WOMAN	FORM	

VIRGINIA	CONFERENCE	UNITED	METHODIST	WOMEN	

The	Virginia	Conference	United	Methodist	Women	started	the	Rainbow	Giver	program	in	2010	to	provide	
an	opportunity	for	you,	as	an	individual,	to	personally	give	to	five	of	the	six	channels	of	Mission	Giving.	

Yes,	YOU	can	become	a	RAINBOW	WOMAN!!	Anyone	can	become	a	Rainbow	Giver	–	church	members,	
spouses,	friends	–	all	are	welcome	to	participate	in	UMW	Mission	Giving.	

A	Rainbow	Woman	gives	to	all	five	channels	of	giving:	
$40.00	to	give	someone	special	a	Special	Mission	Recognition	Pin	
$	5.00	Pledge	to	Mission	(this	is	in	addition	to	your	regular	pledge)	
$	5.00	Gift	to	Mission	Card*	
$	5.00	Gift	in	Memory	Card*	
$	5.00	World	Thank	Offering	
$60.00	Total	

*Cards	will	be	mailed	to	you	by	the	District	Treasurer	for	you	to	give	to	the	person	of	your	choice.	

It’s	easy	to	become	a	Rainbow	Giver.	Complete	the	form	below	and	give	this	form	to	your	unit	
treasurer	along	with	a	check	for	$60.00.	Be	sure	to	write	“Rainbow	Giver”	on	the	check’s	memo	line.	

This	program	does	not	replace	your	Pledge	and	World	Thank	Offering,	but	is	another	
opportunity	to	contribute	to	Mission	Giving.	

Please	complete	the	information	and	give	it	to	your	unit	treasurer	who	should	send	it	on	to	
the	district	treasurer	by	the	deadline	date.		

RAINBOW	GIVER’S	NAME:	___________________________________________________________		
RAINBOW	GIVER’S	ADDRESS:	

PHONE	NO._____________________			E-MAIL	________________________________________			
	
NAME	OF	YOUR	LOCAL	UNIT		______________________________________________________	

NAME	OF	PERSON	TO	RECEIVE	THE	SMR	PIN	________________________________________	 	
(If	you	haven’t	yet	decided,	put	on	the	line	“Leave	Blank”.	Pin	and	certificate	will	be	mailed	to	the	
Rainbow	Giver,	for	you	to	fill	in	and	give	to	the	person	of	your	choice.)	

WHICH	GIFT	TO	MISSION	CARD	DO	YOU	WANT?	___________________________________________			
(Choose	 from	 baby,	 birthday,	 Christmas,	 congratulations,	 in	 service	 of	 Christ,	 peace,	 special	 day,	
thank	you,	thinking	of	you)	

If	you	have	any	questions	about	becoming	a	Rainbow	Woman,	please	contact	your	district	
UMW	treasurer.	

District	Treasurer:	Mary	Jane	Rawley	4703	Spring	Creek	Rd.	Bridgewater,	VA	22812																																															

E-Mail:	dwrawley@msn.com	

		



       

 

	
Pass It On 

 
Harrisonburg District 

United Methodist Women 
Newsletter 

40 Southgate Ct., Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

 
Upcoming	Events	–	Don’t	Miss	Out!	

	
APRIL	
21ST	-	Evening	Together	at	7	PM	at	Mountain	Valley	UMC																																									
Racial	Justice	Program;	Delores	Reid,	Speaker	
	
MAY	
9th	-	June	5th	–	Collection	time	period	for	Kits	for	Conference	Drop	off	at	Mt.	
Tabor	UMC	
14th			-	The	Conference	Spiritual	Life	Retreat	via	Zoom	9	AM	–	12:30	PM	
19th	-	Meeting	for	our	District	Executive	Committee	with	Unit	Presidents	at	
6:30	PM	at	Mission	Central.	Dinner	will	be	served.	We	look	forward	to	
hearing	from	our	units	about	their	activities.	More	information	to	come.	
20th	–	22nd	UMW	Assembly	in	Orlando	
	
JUNE		
4th	–	UM	Women’s	Day	at	Ferrum	College	
5h		-	Kits	for	Conference	deadline	for	drop	off	at	Mt.	Tabor	UMC	
16th	–	18th	Virginia	Annual	Conference	in	Hampton,	VA			
	
JULY	
Mission	Encounter	via	Zoom	–	more	information	to	come	
 
	

Please	share	this	newsletter	with	your	local	UMW	units.	

April	2022	



       

 

	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


