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February is Black History Month — a time to reflect
on the history of black Americans and to honor the individuals and groups who have worked tirelessly toward racial justice. As outlined in the Racial Justice Charter, United Methodist Women works to eliminate all forms of institutional racism; to study, understand and appreciate the historical and
cultural contributions of each race to the church and community; to support and participate in the worldwide struggle for
liberation in the church and community, and much more.
We will continue to bring you resources for Black History Month and racial justice.
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/black-history-month
The York River District Committee on the Charter for Racial Justice is composed of Chair, President Sylvia Rumsey; In Lieu of Social Action chair-Jo Rawls;
Chair, Nominations Committee Annie Scott; Spiritual Growth Coordinator Amy
Oliver (Mission Team member); a local unit President Nancy Ransome; and two
additional members Julie Rosas and Janet Henke.

March is Women’s History Month—a time to
lift up all the women who have made an impact on our
collective history. For over 150 years, since the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society was first formed in
1869 in Boston, United Methodist Women has been on
the forefront of developing leaders, fostering spiritual
growth and advocating for justice.
The United Methodist Women members who helped create historic change are
women like Alma Matthews, who assisted immigrant families arriving in New
York, and Pauli Murray, who advocated for racial justice in schools. They include Juna Lear Locksmith, who advocated for Native Americans, and Africa’s
first woman bishop, Joaquina Filipe Nhanala. Today, United Methodist Women
continues to work for positive change and equips women around the world to become leaders of tomorrow. This work could not be accomplished without the
dedication of all our members, who make United Methodist Women who we are.
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During Women’s History Month, we honor not only the history of United Methodist Women, but of all women.
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Celebrate Women’s History Month—this month and every month.
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/womens-history-month
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Word from Our UMW President
YRD UMW President—Sylvia Rumsey
Who would have believed that this time two years ago we would be rapidly approaching a
shutdown of almost all activities due to a flu virus! It’s been a difficult time for all, but
I’m sure we grieve most for families of those who lost their lives to the disease and those
who have lifelong aftereffects. I feel like we’ve been in a tunnel with no light at the end.
But wait, we read in John 8:12 that Jesus said “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me won’t walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” There is light at the end
of the tunnel and it’s Jesus! This gives me great hope and I trust it does for you too.
It was good to see so many if you via Zoom at Training Day. In case you were unable to attend on
January 22, Nancy sent a link to the recorded meeting via email shortly thereafter.
We have so much to look forward to: our Spring gatherings (March 19 & May 7);
Spiritual Life Retreat and UMW Assembly later in May; virtual pre-Annual Conference Brunch; Mission Encounter in July; and our in person annual meeting in September. Meantime, keep working on fulfilling our Purpose by completing the items
within Living Into Our Purpose (LIOP).
I would love to visit your unit/circle meetings. I was so enjoying seeing you and hearing about your mission activities and then came COVID-19. I know how busy you
have continued to be and appreciate your articles and pictures in the Bridge.
Keep in touch and I will too, Sylvia Rumsey

Vice President—Mary Saylor
In the same way, let your light shine before people, so that they can see the good things you do
and praise your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16 (CEB)
During the past two years I expect you, like me, have really missed joining our
UMW sisters in local mission projects, projects which have been significantly limited by COVID mitigation measures. That’s why I’m so excited about the York
River District event being planned for Saturday, May 7. Mission Team members
Amy Oliver, Dana Freeman, and Annie Scott are working out the details for “Hands
On Mission Events throughout the District.” Initial plans call for an opening session on Zoom followed by groups of ladies going out to multiple sites across the
York River District to accomplish the “good things” Jesus spoke of.
If you know of a need that can be met on May 7 in your community, please share your idea with
Amy, Dana, or Annie. And please take photos during the day to document your good works and inspire others to get involved. Reserve the date and watch your email for the day’s schedule and project
locations.
While you are marking your calendar, please add our Social Action presentation on
the local impact of climate change on March 19, 9:30 am, on Zoom. Find all the details elsewhere in this newsletter.
Mary Saylor
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Education & Interpretation Coordinator—Dana Freeman
The main focus for E&I is the Living into Our Purpose (LIOP) reports which local
organizations are asked to submit in early September each year reporting on their
activities from September the previous year through August of the current year. Local organizations are recognized at the Gold, Silver, or Bronze level at the York
River District Annual Meeting. The report form is available on the Virginia United
Methodist Women Website www.vaumw.com and attached to this newsletter, although I hope you
have already downloaded or printed it and have been using it to plan your programs and activities for
the year. It is hard to believe we are already halfway through this reporting year!
This Spring, your Mission Team is busy planning a Hands-On Mission Day for
Saturday May 7, 2022. We hope to have activities across the district so that it is
easier for many of you to participate without too much travel involved. Mark your
calendars for that day and look for additional information as we have it available.
Thank you for the many ways you are living into the purpose of United Methodist Women!
Dana Freeman

Spiritual Growth—Amy Oliver
Virtual Spiritual Growth Retreat
May 14, 2022
Guest speaker ~ Rev. Jessie Squires Colwell
Director of Clergy Excellence Virginia Conference UMC.
Center for Clergy Excellence
The Center for Clergy Excellence focuses primarily on clergy leadership which includes identifying,
developing, and supporting clergy leaders in light of the core values of excellence and fruitfulness. This center will collaborate with the other ministry centers as new initiatives are
developed to assist clergy, laity and the churches of the Virginia Conference to makes disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
More information will be coming soon. ~ Amy Oliver

Nominations Chair—Annie Scott
We are in need: 2022/Social Action Coordinator. The Mission Coordinator for Social Action shall:
a. Inform local organizations on social issues supported by UMW, Inc. and the Conference UMW.
b. Encourage local organizations to participate in fulfilling the goals relating to Social Action stated in
the Living Into Our Purpose document.
c. Encourage members to attend the United Methodist Day at the General Assembly.
d. Organize the District events under her responsibility.
Next year (2023) we will need:
President
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Vice President
Education & Interpretation Coordinator
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Secretary of Program Resources—Pat Fitzgerald
It was nice to see so many of our York River District ladies who “Zoomed” into the annual training
meeting January 22nd. What a blessing to connect and share information without leaving the comfort of
our warm homes! In case you missed it, thanks to our wonderful communications lady, Nancy, the session was recorded and sent to the current contact person for each unit. The important word is CURRENT. Please check to be sure she has the correct information for your unit! Help Nancy prepare an
accurate new directory by providing her with any needed corrections.
The Reading Program list of books for 2021-2022 includes some excellent books.
This list and previous lists can be found on line at the United Methodist Women
web site—www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram. The list of Reading
Program books appear by year. Only books from the 2015 thru 2022 list may be
counted toward earning a certificate this year. Additional information about how to include Faith Talks and movies in the Reading
Program can be found there, too. In the Nov/Dec 2021 Response
magazine beginning on page 32, the Program Plans are outlined followed by the list of 2021-2022 books. Speaking of the Response, remember, all Plans include reading the Response. Whether one completes one of the four plans or not, reading the Response should be on every United Methodist Woman’s reading list. A subscription is available by mail or on line. It is always
filled with valuable information about our organization. As an organization focused on mission and spiritual growth, the Reading Program is designed to educate and better prepare its members for the work it
does and supports.
There are many ways to find copies of the books on the reading lists. Check out local libraries or the Conference Lending Library to borrow rather than purchase the books. Some may
also like to purchase books for members to share. However, purchasing from larger book
stores can become rather expensive. After the training session, a member from Mathews
Chapel suggested trying to find books on line at Thrift books and Alibris. I looked up several
books on the current 2022 list and did find many listed at very inexpensive prices. Thank
you, Peggy, for sharing that information with the ladies.
If anyone has questions or additional suggestions about the Reading Program,
contact me by phone, 757-268-4217 or e-mail, patfitz6@verizon.net.
Pat Fitzgerald
Voices from the Field—March 8, 2022, 7:30PM ET—will be highlighting the ministries of deaconesses and home missioners. On this International Women's Day, you
will hear from three deaconesses working in diverse ministry contexts. Melba
McCallum of North Carolina, Susan Silhan of Upper New York and Leah Wandera
of Kenya will be sharing about their work with women, children and youth around
the world. Mission Giving dollars help support the professional training and education of deaconesses and home missioners, equipping them to do the work God has called them to do.
Visit United Methodist Women - Voices from the Field - Deaconess and Home Missioner Ministry for
more information and to register now.
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Social Action Mission
Great News, ladies! We’re in the time frame for Virginia’s General Assembly
from January 12, 2022, and projected to end on March 11, 2022. As women
of Faith in Christ, it is even more important to engage and be active in our civic
process! We must speak up for the moral and just equities of all our neighbors. We value your commitment to advocate for environmental justice and creation care this session. We have to support common-sense just regulations to
strengthen laws protecting the health and environment of all Virginia’s residents. We campaign for protection for all Virginian’s access to energy, water and
gas utility services; school to prison pipeline; strengthen climate justice
statewide; protect our water sources and increase funding towards water infrastructure; support the reduction of greenhouse gas burning for clean air in
the transportation sector and equity for transit riders; defend all the climate, clean energy, and environmental justice progress made thus far in
Virginia. Sign up for the latest information from the Virginia Interfaith
Power & Light at the end of this article.
Please sign up for the 2022 Lenten Creation Care Calendar where you can pray and incorporate care for
the climate into your spiritual practices online at Creation Care Calendars (vaipl.org) You will be inspired to hold our leaders responsible and liable for their actions. And, sign up for their alerts, they give
awesome information for our campaigns.
Another way to become informed is to watch the recorded conversation by Kidest Gebre and Leah Jones
(speaking to us in March), to learn more about VAIPL’s priorities for the 2022 General Assembly. You
will learn about what to expect and how to advocate for environmental justice. All this information is
at: Virginia Interfaith Power & Light at www.vaipl.org. To see what’s happening at the
General Assembly, go to: virginiageneralassembly.gov.
Each of you will be in my prayers for God’s abundant love and blessings! Jo Rawls

Leah Jones joined VAIPL as Faith Community Outreach Coordinator in 2020. Graduating from
William and Mary with a degree in Biology and Environmental Science and Policy in 2019, she is an
enthusiastic advocate for environmental and racial activism. Leah believes her purpose is to shed
light on existing issues of environmental racism and do anything she can to reclaim green space
for Black people and other marginalized communities.
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach—Julie Rosas
UNIT SURVEY (FORMERLY CENSUS)
The 2021 Unit Survey is postponed until April 2022.
Online UMW courses on the Bridge app: Register your email at
https://umwomen.wufoo.com/forms/mie6xb30qw4phl/. They will create an account for you and send a confirmation email including the link to access a variety of free, web-based learning opportunities.
Julianne Rosas
Membership, nurture and outreach
York River District United Methodist Women

Treasurer—Joan Heaton
We already have 3 months of our reporting year finished, and we are now into our second quarter. I
would like to remind you to send in your Administration and Membership Development monies this
quarter, if you haven’t sent it yet.
For those treasurers who may be new to this position, $ 3.00 per member is assessed once per year, to
be used to help cover expenses incurred on our York River District United Methodist Women’s Budget. Each year, monies that are designated A & MD and not spent during our calendar year, are sent
with our pledge to our Conference Treasurer at the end of the year.
As you all know, there is going to be an Assembly in Orlando, Florida this
spring, and our President, Sylvia Rumsey will be attending. A portion of our
yearly budget goes to help defray those costs for Sylvia. When many of our
units ordered new Prayer Calendars and Program Books at the end of last year
our budget also paid for all of the shipping and handling costs incurred with that
order. We also send to Conference a Gift in Memory of our deceased sisters, as
well as a gift to our Legacy Fund as we honor special members each year at our
Annual Meeting.
Another friendly reminder: I have greeting cards if anyone in your unit would like one. Just call or
email and let me know which ones you want, and I will mail them right out to you. You can send the
money for them in your next quarterly report.

Education & Interpretation:

I also have a couple of SMR pins if you want to present one to someone and don’t think you will have
time to order one.
Call or e-mail me with any questions or concerns. May God watch over all of us
and keep us safe and healthy.
Phone: 757-898-6006; email: jatheaton529@gmail.com.
Joan Heaton
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Wesley Community Service Center
The Wesley Community Service Center, Inc., and Honorary Chair Event, Mark Johnson - Vice President
Community Development Manager of Truist Bank - will host its inaugural Wesley Empowerment
(W.E.) Worship Concert and Fundraiser. The event will be held at Tidewater Community College's Roper Performing Arts Center at 7 p.m., Saturday, May 7, 2022. Gospel artist Jekalyn Carr will headline the
family-oriented event and gospel fanatic Kelontae Gavin. In addition, Hampton Roads' musical artist
Patrick Riddick and The Boys Choir of Hampton Roads will also take the stage alongside comedian and
concert host Vernard Hines.
"We are excited to host a family event for the Hampton
Roads community," said Renyatta Banks, Executive
Director, Wesley Community Service Center, Inc.
"This event will help the Wesley Community Service
Center raise money to continue to help low-income
families as our organization has done for over 80
years."
Recently the Wesley Center has been selected as a location for a HEAD START program. To be a part of
the HEAD START program, we have to rehab the Education Wing of our building. The funds raised from
the concert will help renovate the education building
on the Wesley Community Service Center's campus
and provide funding for other community programs to
serve Portsmouth and others in Hampton Roads.
Our prayer is that you will help us serve more in the
Portsmouth Community by becoming a sponsor of this
Christian event.
To learn more or to donate to the Wesley Community
Service Center, visit: https://linktr.ee/TheWesley
ABOUT WESLEY COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER, INC
The Wesley Community Service Center's mission is to connect people to people and communities to
communities through quality programs, advocacy, and education. The Wesley Community Service Center (WCSC), founded by Methodist Women, was established in 1937 in Portsmouth, Virginia, to form a
city mission board to address community needs and social issues. In its eighty-fourth year of service and
ministry, the Wesley Center aims to empower and improve the quality of life for the powerless and poor
in Portsmouth's Southside communities. The organization remains committed to minority empowerment
and building community to overcome racial, economic, and social barriers. They act as advocates and
brokers for community services and assistance for those with the greatest needs while conveying the important message of human dignity and worth. In addition, the organization provides critical programming
to fulfill the unmet needs of 360 families per month.
Thank you, Renyatta L. Banks
Executive Director Wesley Community Service Center
757. 399.0541 office 757.977.9107 cell
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Mission Encounter 2022
Virginia Conference Mission Encounter
Schedule for 2022-2023
Adult Study on Luke 13
Who Can We Be Together?
Session I/ Summer Event:
June 30, Thursday 7-8 pm Worship
July 7, 14, 21, 28, Thursdays 7-9 pm Classes
August 4, Thursday 7-8 pm Worship and Communion
Session II/ Winter Event 2023:
February 3, Friday 7-7:30 pm worship, 7:30-9:30 pm Classes
February 4, Saturday 10:00 am-12:00 pm, 2-4 pm Classes
February 5, Sunday 3-5 pm Classes; 5:30-6:00 Communion
Youth Study on Luke 13, Community in the Midst of
Challenging Times (Schedule TBA)
Children’s Study on Luke 13, Our Growing Tree: From
Self-Love to the Beloved Community and All of God’s
Creation (Schedule TBA)

See the VAUMW Link for more information!

United Methodist Women Assembly 2022—Turn it up!
United Methodist Women’s Assembly happens only once every four years.
Assembly 2022 happens May 20-22, 2022, at the Orlando Convention Center in Orlando, Florida
Assembly 2022 will TURN IT UP! for spiritual healing and renewal, TURN IT UP! for women leaders, TURN IT UP! for justice for women, children and youth. Assembly 2022 will TURN IT UP!
through worship, study, leadership development, organizing for justice, and great fellowship as United Methodist Women and our partners come together from all over the United States and the world.
ASSEMBLY 2022 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE
Thurs, May 19—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Ubuntu Day of Service (optional pre-event; additional fee)
Friday and Saturday, May 20-21, 2022—9:00 a.m. Community Gathering
11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Workshops & Experience Hall
5:30 p.m. Legacy Banquet (Saturday, optional, additional fee)
7:00 p.m. Community Gathering
Sunday, May 22, 2022—9:00 a.m. Community Gathering; Assembly ends at noon
See more details and added speakers, sessions, etc. at https://assembly2022.org/

See the VAUMW Link for more information!
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Breathe Again
Just Energy for All event
Did you know that more than 40 percent of
the U.S. is breathing dirty air and that in 46
of the U.S. states communities of color are
exposed to higher levels of dangerous air
pollution than white communities? We have
the power to take action!
All are welcome to attend. This webinar
will feature speakers from the southeast;
however, many of the issues will be relevant throughout the United States.
Visit United Methodist Women - Breathe
Again: Healthy Air is Health Care
to register and find out more.
Embrace the future for women, children
and youth by giving to the Legacy Endowment Fund on Day of Giving, March 23rd.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, AT 10 AM
Join us on Facebook Live for our annual
Day of Giving online event
https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen
where you will hear from United Methodist Women. staff and members as we share
the impact of our work together.
Ways to give: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/give

Free E-cards
Our annual Prayer Guide lists the
birthdays of staff and mission personnel to guide you in prayer for the many
people who carry out our work. Ecards
are available for free if you'd like to
send an email greeting!
Visit https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
prayer-cards to find out more.
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Training Meeting Pictures—January 22, 2022

Faithful Climate Action Fellowship

First Fox Hill UMW
Above Right: Adding tags to wash rags for this past York River
District UMW's Advent breakfast. The theme was "Knitted together for God's good work" 250 wash rags were hand knit by
many area UM Women then given as favors at the breakfast.
Left above: First Fox Hill ladies enjoy each other in many ways;
one of them is putting puzzles together.
Left and below: First Fox
Hill UMW put Layette Kits
together.
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Thank you to First Fox Hill
UMW for hosting our Advent Breakfast and to their
UMM for providing breakfast. Also to the UMW for
our table favors!

Happy 80th Birthday Sylvia Rumsey!

Thank you to our special speaker
Nancy Yarborough!

Thank you to Chestnut Memorial UMC’s Bell Choir
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Mission Team at Training Meeting—January 22, 2022

UMW District Mission Team 2022
President: Sylvia Rumsey, First UMC, Hampton
Vice-President: Mary Saylor, Wesley UMC
Secretary: Jo Rawls, Chestnut Memorial UMC
Treasurer: Joan Heaton, Grace UMC
Spiritual Growth: Amy Oliver: Chestnut Memorial UMC
Education and Interpretation: Dana Freeman, Tabernacle UMC, Poquoson
Membership, Nurture and Outreach: Julie Rosas, Benns UMC Smithfield
Secretary of Program Resources: Patricia Fitzgerald, Wesley UMC
Social Action: TBD
Communications: Nancy Gumbert, Wesley UMC
Parliamentarian: Joyce Winston
Nominations Chair: Annie Scott, Chestnut Memorial UMC Archivist: Ruth Ann Sprague
UMW Nominations Members for 2022
Chair—Annie Scott: Chestnut Memorial UMC
Ann Fary: Salem-Gloucester Point
Janet Bleakley: Trinity UMC, Newport News
Edna Barr: Trinity UMC, Poquoson

Pat Gwaltney: Lower UMC
Janet Taylor: Parkview UMC
Judy Castagnola: Salem UMC

