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President
Nancy Walsh

STRONGER TOGETHER
Philippians 4: 4-8

MISSION STATEMENT
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
seeks to connect and
nurture women through
Christian spiritual formation,
leadership development,
creative fellowship,
and education
so that they can inspire,
influence and impact
local and global communities.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things.
To those who attended the Virginia Conference United Women in
Faith Annual Meeting October 22, you too know that the units in our
Conference are inspired to work hard with diligence and
perseverance. With 174 units participating in Living Into Our
Purpose, they completed 2,691 items. Wow! Many engaged in
reading from our Reading Program and as Rainbow Givers and
contributing to the six channels of giving, including $27,299.69 to
Candle Burning.
Your stories of commitment and selflessness are inspiring while your
engagement in the example set by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
shows your faithfulness. Thank you for all you say, all you do, and all
you believe in relation to our Purpose and on behalf of the work of
United Women in Faith. We are better together, and we are stronger
together.

Vice President
Melissa White
Reverend Leigh Anne Taylor

Thank you, Virginia Conference United Women in Faith,
for your faithful service to our Purpose and Mission which
was exemplified and celebrated at our 50th Annual
Meeting on Sat., October 22 on Zoom. A special thank
you goes to Rev. Leigh Anne Taylor for her inspirational
meditation, “Healing and Joy as WE Create OUR New
Future with God”. Please check our website –
www.uwfaith.com for the recorded Annual Meeting in
case you were not able to be with us for this event!

KEYNOTE SPEAKER at 50th Annual Meeting of the Virginia
United Women in Faith

United Women in Faith Vice-Presidents at all levels of our
organization are involved in Program Planning. First, I
invite you, especially if you have not seen this year’s
Program Book entitled Mosaics of Faith by Ilka Vega, to go
to http://uwfaith.org/resources. Under Program
Resources, click DOWNLOADS AND RESOURCES and scroll
down to: 2022-23 Program Resource Mosaic of Faith: We
Are All Part of God's Story – there you will be able to
download for free the Call to Self-Denial, Pledge Service
2023 Program, and the World Thank Offering programs in
their entirety in PDF files. If your unit is like some, these
may be the Program Book resources you most often use.
There are also short videos that relate to each of these
programs if you would care to use them (link to YouTube
clip).
Mighty Networks is another new digital program resource
available to us giving us an opportunity to create an
account and be a part of this resource at different levels
(from free to premium). I have found the easiest way to
land at that site is to type in your browser: uwfaith.org/
digital resources. Since I bought Mosaic of Faith from this
site, I am able to attend monthly Community Gatherings
with other members and hear about the following month’s
program from the author, Ilka Vega, and others. We even
had a break out group that gave us a chance to network
with other members in many places. (A really cool bonus
that resulted from the pandemic and the new branding
IMHO!) I have attended one of these Gatherings and look
forward to more. Each quarter will focus on a different
question as we explore our identity as children of God.
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Program Resources

Treasurer
Christy Blagg

Marilyn Blagg

Greetings! This season of change reminds us that letting
go and allowing our selves to pause and to breathe will
help us look forward with gratitude to all that is to
come!

Hooray! We are finally letting loose of some books and
getting some new ones! There are new books for 2023. I
have ordered several in each category for our faithful
Lending Library users. The 20 15, 2016 and 2017 books
are being removed. They are good to the end of the
year.

I am thankful for all of you that are working so hard on
the formation of the new Districts - including combining
pledges and budgets, updating bank accounts, and
learning the strengths and gifts of your partners in
ministry. Please let me know if you need my help in this
process.

For 2021/22 the most books read is the York River
District with 744. 2nd place is Roanoke District with 503
read and 3rd place is Rappahannock River District with
470. Congratulations to these reading districts.
Districts with the most reader are York River with 120,
2nd is Alexandria with 79 and 3rd is Richmond with 61
ladies reading.

A reminder to all that the only funds that need to move
"up the ladder" are our Pledges and offerings to our
UWF projects or VAUMC projects. Any non-UMC or
UWF projects, please send directly (with a reminder that
our primary PURPOSE is to support our UWF missions)!

Thanks to the Districts who turned in a report.

As of the 3rd quarter remittance sent to the National
Office, we have submitted the following:

This is my final Link article as I am turning the job over to
my successor. She will do a wonderful job and keep you
informed of developments. Hopefully, we will be able to
return to in person meetings.

Pledge Total
Quarter 1

82,833.61

Quarter 2

76,484.63

Quarter 3

111,070.23

Quarter 4

0.00

Suppl

0.00

Grand Total

There are some wonderful books on the new list. You
should be able to access the reading list from the
Conference UWF website. The catalogue gives a nice
synopsis of the books. Remember to check out your
local library, or add some to you personal or church
library..

270,388.47

Blessings to you all as you
find many wonderful things
to think about or just enjoy
while you read over the
winter.

We have a challenge ahead of us to meet our pledge of
$375,000 for this year. Please consider a donation in
honor of the years of ministry you experienced as a
member of United Methodist Women, to strengthen us
for our future as United Women in Faith. Checks should
be made out to Virginia UWF, and mailed to:
Christy Blagg
2160 Ramblewood Rd
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Marilyn Blagg
Secretary,
Program Resources
Marilynblagg@hotmail.com
780 Little Mt. Trl
Doe Hill, VA 24433

To donate online, please
visit www.vaumw.com website and click on the
donate button.
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Social Actions
Jeanette Yoh

First I want to “Thank” everyone for all of their support over the last two years. It has definitely been an adventure
and I my knowledge base has grown ten fold.
Planning for General Assembly Day, January 26, 2023 is well underway. There will be an
Assembly 101 virtual meeting on December 1, 2022 at 7 pm that will answer all your questions (what is General Assembly Day all about, how to meet with my representative, what
questions to ask, who will I go with, etc.). Further information will be provided in the near
future. Registration is now open - the link for UMDay page is https://vaumc.org/event/umday-at-the-general-assembly-3/.
Location: The Pace Center 700 West Franklin
Time: 1/26/2023 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Cost: $25 for early registration ( runs until 1/1/23), $35 for late, $10 for students
For complete details, visit https://vaumc.org/umday/

Recently I attended the quarterly Southeast Jurisdiction meeting for Social Action Conference Coordinators. A lot of
time was spent on the Social Principles and what they are. And although I will not go into the long discussion that
we had I would suggest that now is the time to review what has been around for a long time. “The Social Principles
are not church law. Instead, they represent the prayerful and earnest efforts of the General Conference to speak
to issues in the contemporary world from a sound biblical and theological foundation that is in keeping with the
best of our United Methodist traditions.”
The Social Principles cover a wide variety of subjects including the Climate Change, Poverty and Income Inequality,
Nurturing of our Community and yes, even the Political Community. Election Day is upon us (November 8th) and we
have already seen the discord in our communities.
Did you know November 13th is World Kindness Day. This is an annual celebration where participants attempt to
make the world a better place by celebrating and promoting good deeds and pledging acts of kindness. Maybe we
should make this an everyday event!
And November, the month of Thanksgiving, tips from the United Methodist Creation Justice Movement include
“Our United Methodist Social Principles “affirm the traditional wisdom found within Indigenous communities, particularly the emphasis that native and first peoples have placed on living in harmony and balance with the earth and
other animals as well as the need to protect the air, land and water.” Find out whose land you live on and research
the culture and environmental practices of your Indigenous neighbors.
Learn from the wealth of knowledge Indigenous people have, including methods of managing agro-ecological systems and forests, their tradition of stewardship, and their reverence for the natural world. Explore why they
are speaking out more about creation justice; delve into the legacy of harm from animal-agriculture. Consider
where faith calls you to action.”
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Education &
Interpretation
Carolyn Woodrum

As we celebrate sparkling fall with intense colors and lovely crisp days, we also share in the celebration of United
Women in Faith and their work during the year. We rejoice in the opportunity to meet and fellowship together, with
the option to still have virtual meetings if desired. We have acquired some creative options during the pandemic!
On October 22, we had our virtual Annual Meeting, celebrating and reviewing all that we have accomplished during
2022. It was a pleasure and honor to present the accomplishments of Living Into Our Purpose recognitions which are:
Total number of LIOP participating units: 174
Total number of LIOP items completed: 2,691
Participation of units in LIOP
1st place Staunton with 76%
2nd place York River with 65%
3rd place Charlottesville with 58%

Congratulations to all units in the conference for your dedication and participation in achieving these goals. It has
been a challenging year in many ways and your work and faith shines through in all your accomplishments.
In the conference we now have 10 bronze units, 25 Silver units and 125 Gold units. Living into our Purpose is a
blueprint that helps us keep track of our accomplishments and a guide for us to follow to fulfill our mission and
ministry to women, children and youth here and around the world.
We were honored to have with us at the Annual Meeting missionaries, Ellyn Dubberly serving in El Salvador and
Jennifer Moore, serving in Northern Macedonia. Also joining us were Brenda Romenius and Susan Lenandowski who
are now retired from their service in mission and ministry. Jessica Hunt director of Henry Fork Center in Franklin
County also joined us for the morning.
Jennifer Moore, from Northern Macedonia, newly itinerated in the Virginia conference will be in Virginia from
November 5-December 20. She will be visiting several churches and/or units in the conference. Jennifer is responsible
for leadership and program development for ministries with children and youth in the Macedonian district. If you
would like to have her visit, please contact Ann Klotz at jasnc5@gmail.com
It has been quite a year! The same emphasis, with a new name, the realignment of our districts has added challenges
to our ministry. As we move forward, we look for exciting and creative ways to minister to the women, children and
youth who are in our care.
Many Blessings, Carolyn Woodrum
Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation

Living Into Our Purpose

PURPOSE
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH SHALL BE A COMMUNITY OF WOMEN WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO KNOW GOD AND
TO EXPERIENCE FREEDOM AS WHOLE PERSONS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST; TO DEVELOP A CREATIVE,
SUPPORTIVE FELLOWSHIP; AND TO EXPAND CONCEPTS OF MISSION THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN THE
GLOBAL MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH.
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Spiritual Growth
Mary Jeffries
Greetings everyone,

God's Cake

Plans for our Spiritual Life Retreat for 2023 are being
made. The date will be May 13 and it will be held
virtually. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.
More information to follow.

Sometimes we wonder, "What did I do to deserve
this", or "Why did God have to do this to me". Here is
a wonderful explanation!
A daughter is telling her Mother how everything is
going wrong, she's failing algebra, her boyfriend
broke up with her and her best friend is moving
away.
Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake and asks her
daughter if she would like a snack, and the daughter
says,
"Absolutely Mom, I love your cake."
"Here, have some cooking oil," her Mother offers.
"Yuck" says her daughter.
"How about a couple raw eggs?"
"Gross, Mom!"
"Would you like some flour then?
Or maybe baking soda?"
"Mom, those are all yucky!"
To which the mother replies: "Yes, all those things
seem bad all by themselves. But when they are put
together in the right way, they make a wonderfully
delicious cake!

I have already started plans for Thanksgiving. It is hard
to believe but it is near. I spend my Thanksgiving
holiday with my family in Atlanta Georgia. As we set
around the table before we dive into a table full of
food, my son-in-law goes around the table and ask
everyone what they are most thankful for. I enjoy
hearing my grandchildren tell what they are most
thankful for. They name blessings like, my mom and
dad, my brothers and sisters, my friends, my teacher,
my dog, my toys, my house, all the good food and the
list goes on. What we take away from each person
taking a turn to share what they are most thankful for,
is that there are so many blessings that we receive,
that we forget some of our blessings. We sometimes
forget to count our blessings. Even though we should
be thankful everyday for the many blessings bestowed
upon us by our Lord and Savior, Thanksgiving is a time
to not worry about getting everything perfect but
instead sharing and enjoying one another and being
reminded of how blessed we are. May you and your
family have a blessed Thanksgiving.

God works the same way. Many times we wonder
why He would let us go through such bad and
difficult times. For God knows that when He puts
these things all in His order, they always work for
good! We just have to trust Him and, eventually,
they will all make something wonderful!
(From God’s Minute)
Blessings to each of you,
Mary Jeffries
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach
Marlene Dakita
•

With the new UWF website and IT department procedures at the national office, the 2021 Unit Survey/Census
draft report (which will allow corrections) and the final report are both delayed as of this writing. Also, the dates
that the 2022 Unit Survey/Census will open and close have not yet been announced by the national office. I will
notify District presidents and MNOs as soon as I hear.

•

Next year’s Young Women’s Event is on the calendar for a 24-hour in-person gathering September 15-16, 2023, at
Camp Overlook, Keezletown, Va. The Membership, Nurture & Outreach Committee is seeking two or three 18- to
40-year-old women (or anyone who relates well with this age group) to give input to help plan the event –
including timeframe (currently 4:00 p.m. Friday – 4:00 p.m. Saturday), location, in-person/virtual/hybrid format,
content, and retreat leader suggestions. Please let me know contact information of anyone who might be
interested in helping make this time apart attractive and fulfilling to young women.

•

Training for 2023 District Mission Coordinators for Membership, Nurture & Outreach will be in November via
group Zoom as well as individually, as needed. District presidents and an alternate, if a district has no MNO officer,
will also be invited, should they wish to participate. District leaders will have been contacted before you read this
article.

•

District guidance on disaffiliation and the new name change was recently sent to district presidents and MNOs
from the UWF national office.
Four documents were included:
(1) Bylaws for staying connected to United Women in Faith;
(2) District guidance sheet with FAQs and resources;
(3) UMWomen historical chart showing the names the organization has had; and
(4) Unit inactive process.

Anyone may contact me if you would like me to forward the email that has those documents attached.
Marlene Dakita
Mission Coordinator for Membership Nurture & Outreach
703-244-4524 (cell); mdakita@comcast.net
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Communications
Coordinator
Sarah Park

While November marks a celebration of thanksgiving in
the U.S., finding time to thank God is part of our daily
discipline as United Methodists. This is a prayer of
thanksgiving composed by Rev. Linda McDermott of First
United Methodist Church in Ft. Worth, TX. You are
encouraged to share it in Sunday School classes, before
or during worship, or with your friends and family.

This is my last issue of the LINK that I edit as the
Communications Coordinator since my term will expire
at the end of 2022. It has been a real pleasure and a
great privilege to serve in this unique capacity.
While Zoom conferencing has been God-sent since it
has become an important venue of communication,
some members had to adjust a bit. I am, at the same
time, grateful for the technology that enabled us to
connect us in many consequential ways!

A Thanksgiving Prayer
God who loves us, who deserves our gratitude
for so much that is good,
We offer our prayers of thanksgiving to you:
For the beauty of the earth — bright orange
leaves mixed with green, a gentle rain, a
spider's delicate web.
For friends, for family, even acquaintances who
offer us kindness, who bring us laughter, who
hold us to a higher standard.
Lord of all that is good and nourishing to our
well being, we give you thanks.
How we must try your patience with our
pettiness!
All of life is a wonder. The very breath we take,
the ability to rouse ourselves each new day, a
single blade of grass that holds such miracles of
symmetry, a tiny distant star whose real size
boggles our minds.
We take our lives for granted — as if it were
our right, and not our gift.
We take our days and our loves and our
passions for granted — as if tomorrow will
verify their importance and our present
moments have other things to occupy us.
Gracious God, who lavishes goodness upon us
even in some of our darkest moments, help us to
see your goodness, remind us to have grateful
hearts, give us receptive minds, and grant us
ever-gracious ways of living in harmony with
each other.
And in our gratitude, make us to be
instruments of your peace.
Amen.

As my term draws near to its end, I note that past two
years have been unique in that I served as the
communication coordinator without ever having
personally met all of you in person. However, many
important things happened at the same time and we
are looking forward to many new things.
We saw that our name changed and new push to
vitalize our organization now that we are finally moving
beyond the pandemic. The content of our newsletter,
the LINK, also transitioned in step with that purpose. At
the same time, the work of the communications
coordinator evolved to communicate with eight new
districts and their leaders in various stages of transition.
There is much work to be done.
Julianne Rosas will take over as new communications
coordinator and I will ensure a smooth transition. If
there are anything that you want to contact me about,
I can always be reached at shinjds1004@gmail.com or
call me at (240)328-4196.
I would like to say a farewell by posting one of my most
cherished quotes from John Wesley.
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Spanish Language
Coordinator
Margie Hernandez

UNIDAS EN ORACION
Starting in November the Women of the Latino Clergy Caucus will start a Bi-Lingual monthly prayer time. The second
Wednesday of the month we will meet for 15 minutes of prayer starting at 8AM. Our goal is to do this weekly, but we
are hoping YOU will join us and invite other UWF sisters to join us.
See you on November 9th.
Margie Hernandez is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Unidas en Oración
Time: Nov 9, 2022 08:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
Every month on the Second Wed, until Apr 12, 2023, 6 occurrence(s)
Nov 9, 2022 08:00 AM
Dec 14, 2022 08:00 AM
Jan 11, 2023 08:00 AM
Feb 8, 2023 08:00 AM
Mar 8, 2023 08:00 AM
Apr 12, 2023 08:00 AM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76471828764?pwd=3cDxEQHLYc0VuPcpxI4sjFTtLhR26W.1
Meeting ID: 764 7182 8764
Passcode: m2xqvK
A partir de noviembre, el Caucus de Mujeres del Clero Latino comenzará un tiempo de oración mensual
bilingüe por ZOOM. El segundo miércoles del mes nos reuniremos durante 15 minutos a partir de las 8 AM.
Nuestro objetivo es hacer esto semanalmente, pero esperamos que USTED se una a nosotros e invite a otras
hermanas de UWF a unirse a nosotros.
Nos vemos el 9 de noviembre.
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Phyllis Geoghegan
Dean

Mission
Encounter

Mission Encounter 2022 Winter Virtual Event

Mission Encounter 2023 Hybrid Event

Dates: February 3, Friday evening, worship 7-7:30 pm,
classes 7:30-9:30; February 4, Saturday morning 10-12
and afternoon 2-4; February 5, Sunday, classes 3-5 pm,
worship 5:30-6:15 pm

(both in-person and virtual)

Theme: Living Into the Kin-dom
July 28-30 at the VAUMC Conference Center in
Glen Allen and Good Shepherd UMC (1 ½ miles
from the Center) in Henrico

Who Can We Be Together? Building Communities of
Hope and Joy

Our classes would be in rooms at the Conference
Center and our worship and dinners/fellowship
would be at Good Shepherd UMC.

Five classes being offered:
Who Can We Be Together? (Korean) Rev. Yun Kang
Who Can We Be Together? (English)
Rev. Ileana Rosario, Julianne Rosas
Doing Theology Ben Blevins
The Growing Tree (Children’s Leaders) Renee Delgado
(Friday evening and Saturday morning)

At least three of the rooms at the Center can also
provide hybrid situations with students in the
classroom and at home attendees participating.
In-person attendees would make their own
lodging arrangements with family, friends or
some suggested hotels used by the Conference.

Who Can We Be Together? and The Growing Tree can
be purchased from uwfaith.org or
umwmissionresources.org or possibly Amazon. Ben has
papers which he will send for his class.

The cost of the hotels will be disclosed as they
are definite and attendees are encouraged to
share rooms, if possible.

Registration is $10 online or by paper registration in The
Link and VAUW in Faith Website. Please send the paper
registration to Betsy Hanmer, P.O. Box 206, Keysville, VA
23947. Betsy will assign classes based on the ones
chosen.

Opening worship/plenary would follow our
evening dinner on Friday and our closing
worship/communion would be with Good
Shepherd on Sunday.

The Youth One-Day Events are being held in person at
four district sites across the Conference by Rev. Drew
Ensz and Rev. Delyn Celec during February and March.
The cost will be $25 for each attendee, lunch and
supplies included. The text which the youth leaders will
need is Community In The Midst of Challenging Times
can be ordered through the same sites. Registration for
these events will be handled by the Conference office.

Boxed lunches will be served on Saturday at the
Center in our classrooms. Lunch on Sunday would
be on your own as you travel.
Registration will include two dinners, one lunch,
supplies and classes.
Blessings and Thanksgiving,

Blessings and Thanksgiving,

Phyllis Geoghegan

Phyllis Geoghegan

Dean Mission Encounter 2022-2023

Dean Mission Encounter 2022-2023
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Virginia Delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
Member, United Women in Faith Program Advisory Group

Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference
More than 350 delegates from all 14 Annual Conferences
of the Southeastern Jurisdiction met from November 1-4,
for the purpose of electing 3 new bishops. We had prepared for the meeting by reading the 9 episcopal candidate
biographies, watching their introductory videos, and participating in hour-long webinars for each. And we prayed for
discernment for the best candidates to serve the jurisdiction.
Our initial action was a round-robin, when each of the candidates met with each of the delegations to answer further
questions. Voting began the morning of Wednesday November 2, after opening worship. On the first ballot, we had 3
write-in candidates. To remain on the ballot, a write-in candidate needed to receive at least 10 votes. Each write-in
candidate was then allowed a 10 minute speak to the conference. One write-in candidate, Rev. Robin Dease from
South Carolina, gave an impassioned speech on her qualifications and her view of the direction the United Methodist
Church should take, but she felt called to withdrew immediately, because there was already another candidate from
South Carolina, and other candidates with similar credentials to hers.
The first candidate to be elected was Rev. Tom Berlin, from the Virginia Conference, elected on the 4 th ballot. The
next candidate elected was Rev. Connie Shelton, from Mississippi Conference, elected on the 12 th ballot. Between
elections we heard reports from the various committees of the Southeastern Jurisdiction, as well as enjoyed music
by a wonderful praise band.
Overnight to Thursday morning, Rev. Robin Dease was asked to allow her name to be resubmitted as a write-in candidate. Voting continued through multiple ballots, which was clearly a painful process for the remaining candidates.
As several candidates withdrew there were calls for a more equitable process, with concerns of racism in the process, as the first 2 elected were both Caucasian, and most of the remaining candidates African American. As a result,
a resolution was introduced, which passed, calling for the Committee on the Episcopacy to form a taskforce to address those concerns, with at least 50% of the members of said taskforce people from underrepresented groups.

Rev. Dease was elected on the 25th ballot, completing the work of the delegations, and allowing the Committee on
the Episcopacy to begin assigning bishops to each of the Annual Conferences. They worked until 2AM Friday morning. The assignments were announced during the morning session before the consecration if the 3 new bishops.
Bishop Sharma Lewis was assigned to the Mississippi Conference, to follow her mentor, Bishop James Swanson. She
seemed very pleased with the assignment.
Virginia will have a new bishop, Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson, who comes to us from the
North Georgia Conference. Bishop Tom Berlin will be going to the Florida Conference.
The delegation worked hard to discern where God was leading us. We also had plenty of
opportunities to deepen our relationships as delegates. And we had lovely evening meal
together, to honor and thank Bishop Lewis for her leadership, and to celebrate Bishop
Berlin’s election. We concluded our time together with the Consecration service for our
new bishops. What a joy to share in that special time!
Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson

Karen McElfish, Virginia Delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
Program Advisory Group member
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
commonly called American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month in November is a time
to honor and celebrate the histories, cultures, and traditions of our Native neighbors.
Early visitors to Virginia found Native Americans spoke three major languages:
1. Algonquian, along the coast and Tidewater area;
2. Iroquoian, lower southeast and far southwest, and
3. Siouan, almost all of Piedmont and parts of Blue Ridge Mountains.

There are seven Federally recognized tribes in Virginia:
•

Pamunkey Indian Tribe;

With about 570 federally recognized tribes

•

Chickahominy;

in the US, they have some tribal soverentity

•

Eastern Chickahominy;

rights of self-government, in addition to

•

Upper Mattaponi;

some federal services, protections, and rights.

•

Rappahannock;

•

Nansemond, and

•

Monocan.

The Commonwealth of Virginia recognizes the seven federally recognized tribes plus four
more for a total of eleven tribes:
•

Mattaponi;

The Pamunkey and Mattaponi tribes have

•

Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe;

kept reservation lands,

•

Nottoway Indian Tribe of Virginia, and

•

Pattawomeck Indians of Virginia.

There are about 65 tribes nationally which only state governments have recognized.
The following are twelve of the numerous contributions by Native Americans:
1. Corn

7. Baby bottles

2. Rubber

8. Anesthetics and analgesic medicines

3. Kayaks

9. Syringes

4. Snow goggles

10. Hammocks

5. Cable suspension bridges

11. Oral contraceptives

6. Raised-bed agriculture

12. Mouthwash

Provided by the Charter for Racial Justice Policies Committee
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Boundaries of new districts, Virginia United Methodist Conference
Following the vote of the Annual Conference on Friday, June 17, 2022, that set the number of districts to eight effective July 1, 2022, in keeping with Paragraph 415.4 of the 2016 UMC Book of Discipline, and in consultation with the
Cabinet, the boundaries of the new districts shall be as follows, effective July 1, 2022:

New District Name

Former Bi-Districts

District Superintendent

Coastal Virginia

Elizabeth River & Eastern Shore

The Rev. Dr. Cecelia Brooks

Living Waters

Farmville & James River

The Rev. Jay Carey

Mission Rivers

Rappahannock River & York River

The Rev. Dr. Charles Ledlum-Bates

Mountain View

Danville & Lynchburg

The Rev. Denise Bates

Northern Virginia

Alexandria & Arlington

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Calvert

Shenandoah River

Harrisonburg & Winchester

The Rev. Dr. Victor Gomez

Three Notch’d

Charlottesville & Richmond

The Rev. Dr. Hyo Lee

Valley Ridge

Roanoke & Staunton

The Rev. Doug Forrester

Each of the eight new districts has begun its implementations; which, by agreement, will be completed in all districts
by January 1, 2023. As with the District Initiative work to date, the implementation in each district is proceeding
within the context of each district.
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VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
2022 Mission Team

CONTACT INFORMATION (The list for UWF use only, not for public postings)

Position

Name

Contact Information

President

Nancy Walsh

112 Country Club Circle
Winchester, VA 22602
540-662-5055
Nancy.Walsh2019@outlook.com

Vice-President

Melissa White

109 Dawson Crescent
Seaford, VA 23696
757-898-1861
Mel49White@yahoo.com

Secretary

Frances Ellis

2933 Fox Mill Road
Oak Hill, VA 20171
703-476-1127
vaumwsecretary@gmail.com

Treasurer

Christy Blagg

2160 Ramblewood Road
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540-294-4245
cwblagg@hotmail.com

Education & Interpretation

Carolyn Woodrum

1529 Meadow Branch Avenue
Winchester, VA 22601
540-535-0369
Cayray36@aol.com

Membership, Nurture & Outreach

Marlene Dakita

200 N. Pickett Street, #1410
Alexandria, VA 22304
703-244-4524
MDakita@comcast.net

Social Action

Jeanette Yoh

961 Edgewater Drive
Newport News, VA 23602
757-871-1459
Jeanette.Yoh@gmail.com

Spiritual Growth

Mary Jeffries

10839 Dyke Road
Stanardsville, VA 22973
434-227-0457
MaryEJeffries@gmail.com

Program Resources

Marilyn Blagg

780 Little Mountain Trail
Doe Hill, VA 24433
540-396-6127
MarilynBlagg@hotmail.com

Communications

Sarah Park

31 Riggs Road
Fredericksburg, VA 22405
240-328-4196
Shinjds1004@gmail.com

Chair, Nominations

Debbie McDaniels

511 Exeter Court
Hampton, VA 23666
757-826-2826
DHMcDaniels@gmail.com

Hispanic Language Coordinator

Margie Hernandez

235 Northumberland Dr,
Stephenson, VA 22656
703-431-7400

hernandez429@comcast.net
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Announcements
Ferrum College Board of Trustees Report

The Board of Trustees of Ferrum College met October 7th by Zoom.
Good news aimed at helping students have successful college experiences. Success Coaches have been hired to
support students whereby Coaches are assigned caseloads including first-year students, students in academic
difficulty, and some second-year students.
Fifteen $1000 scholarships have been offered to First Generation Students for participating in a special program
designed by the First Year Experience Director.
Donations. If you are inclined to donate to Ferrum College, the Jesse Ball DuPont Foundation has challenged with a
$1:$1 match for online gifts in the month of November. Gifts to the Ferrum Fund make a significant difference in
financial support to the students. To donate. Go to:
Ferrumcollege.edu
GIVING
GIVE NOW
Nancy Walsh


Wesley Learning Resource Center
Report to Virginia Conference United Women in Faith
October 22, 2022
The committee members believe Wesley Learning Resource Center can still be relevant to the changing needs of the students at
Wesley Seminary. Feedback from the January Polity class was positive. We hope to be involved with this year’s class and include
our rebranding (United Women in Faith); broadening our scope; reaching more faiths; covering more mission work; and speaking out about what UWF is doing.
We informed the Washington/Baltimore and Virginia Conferences that the annual $500 to the WLRC be deferred to 2023.
Doris Douglass
Wesley Learning Center
is the quarterly newsletter published by The Virginia Conference United Women in Faith. It is the
primary venue of communication from the Mission Team of the VA UWF to its members.
President: Nancy Walsh
Editor: Sarah Park, Communications Coordinator
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